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TO THE 


RIGHT HONOURABLE 


GEORGE LORD RIVERS. 


MY LORD, 


* 


Your Condeſcenſion, in having thought 7/5 


Encouragement, emboldens me in thus prefixing your Honourable Name to 
a Performance, which has all the Invention appertaining to the firſt Epic 
Poem in the World. With this Recommendation, it conveys a GRANDER 
Moxrar. It ſpeaks much of Kings. It therefore principally inſtructs 
THEM, but in ſuch a Manner, as to inſtru& their SvsJecrs likewiſe ; for 
while it exhibits Governors, appointed under the Supreme Ruler of Na- 
ture, to conſtitute the Happineſs of the Governed, ſo it admoniſhes theſe 
LAST to be dutiful and loyal in Return for ſuch Happineſs. Thus fur. 
niſhed in the Original, I preſent a Tranſlation of it, however feebly effected, 
to Your Lordſhip, and wiſhing You all the Benefits of Fortune, with the 
Gifts of God, have the Honour to ſubſcribe myſelf, with great Reſpect, 


MY LORD, 


Your Loxpsmie's moſt obedient, 


Humble Servant, 


THE TRANSLATOR. 


Sr. Grokcs's-Row, Sr. GrorGe's-Firios, 
Sxrr. 16, 1793. 
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PREFACE, 


Ir is not intended in this Preface to give a Hiſtory of every Poetical 
Fiction that embelliſnes M. Fenelon s Work, or to cite the different Beauties 
of ancient Writers, which the Author has ſo elegantly imitated; but to 
remark on the more important Alterations, Omiſſions, Additions, and 
Tranſpoſitions occuring in this Verſion, going regularly through the 
Form. 


BOOK J. 5 
Verſe 19. In glorious hrigbineſ.—] From hence to verſe 152 is inſerted 


the ſubſtance of what is found in the Original, at the concluſion of the 


ſixth book, where Jelemachus relates to Calyp/o the cauſe and manner of his 
ſhipwreck on her iſland ; but M. Fenelon in this circumſtance has erred, 
if not againſt the rules of Epic poetry, yet againſt thoſe of propriety : that 


Telemachus might deſcribe the manner of his ſhipwreck is very poſlible and 


natural; but how did he acquire a knowledge of the cauſe, viz. the imme- 
diate intervention of Venus, nay of the very words which that goddets 
addreſſed on the occation to Neptune? — The anſwer is obvious: he might 
have derived it from u piratton; but poets arrogate the gift of inſpiration 


to themſelves, and are not ſo prodigal as to devolve it upon others; and of 


this, M. Fenzlon ſeerns aware, when, in order to ſave appearances for mak- 
ing Telemachus relate the behaviour and words of Venn, he puts into his 
mouth the following words, du moins Oeft ainſ/ que Mentor iuſtruit des 
choſes divines me Pa aſſure; meaning, that what he was then relating, was 
communicated to him by Mentor, and doubtleſs, according to the idea laid 
down of Mentor, the poſſibilicy of giving that information was not incon- 
ſiſtent with his divine character : but is it not contrary to the intention of 
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the work to difplay his Divinity on every occaſion, eſpecially without a 


neceſſity for ſo doing? Throughout the work it has been the endeavour of 


the poet to conceal from the hero the knowledge of Mentor's real character; 
and we have M. Fenelon's words to prove that Calypſo was not to be ac- 
quainted with his Divinity; do not therefore ſuch circumſtances as theſe, 
give 709 great an occaſion to ſuſpect, what it is the buſineſs of the poet to 
conceal? It muſt however be confeſſed, that the objection here ſtarted, 
would be inſignificant, were it difficult to avoid the impropriety ; but the 

contrary is evident from the conduct which Virgil, in a cafe exactly parallel, 
has obſerved, at the commencement of his firſt Eueid, and WHICH hath 
ſerved on this occaſion for a model. 


Verſe 39. know, thy aid—)] The offence againſt Venus by Telemachns, 
his contempt of her ſacrifices and votaries, was committed at Cyprus, from 
which place, according to M. Fenelon, he ſets ſail, arrives and tarries ſome 
time at Crete, and is purſuing his voyage to Ithaca, before the goddeſs exerts 
herſelf to puniſh him for his diſaffection; but this delay of Venus ſeems 
to want reconciliation : M. F-nelon, owes: paſſes it over in ſilence: 
The objection is here removed, by abſenting Neptune during that whole in- 
terval, and deſcribing him as attending to certain ſacrifices performed by 
the Pylians, during which time the god withdrew himſelf from all other 
concerns: nox does this liberty he has taken, want authority in ſupport of 
it: See Homer's 1/:ad 1. line 423, where the poet, when Achilles prevails 
on his mother, Theis, to obtain of Jupiter ſome revenge on Agamemnon for 
the recent injury offered him, repreſents Jupiler as then ſojourning for the 
ſpace of twelve days among the Ethiopians, in order that the ſubſequent ſa- 
crifices of the Grecians to Apollo may not be interrupted, after which he 
makes Thetis promiſe to move him in her ſon's behalf. 


Verſe 79. Her gentle ſoul—-] In this place, Neptune gives a brief account 
of the loves of Calypſo and Ulyſſes, as leading with propriety to the circum- 


ſtance of her affliction, at the time that Telemachus viſited her coaſt ; which 


event, it is preſumed, is too — brought on, in the original, with 
the words, Calypſo ze pouvort ſe conſoler, &c. 


Verſe 113. Ogygia's coaſ/—] The œconomy of Epic poetry requires, 
that cauſes ſhall always precede eve its. The cucumſtance of Telemachus's 
landing 
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PREFACE. | * 


landing on the ſame iſland with his father, which, according to M. Fene— 
nelon, is governed by what men vulgarly call Chance, is not here improperly 
accounted for. 


Verſe 140. Where billows billows meet—)] M. Fenelon ſeems, in this part of 
his work, to have fallen into a trifling inconſiſtency. After the departure 
of Telemachus and Mentor from the iſland of Calypfo, when they are taken 
up at ſea by the veſſel of Adoam (ſee book viii.), that commander, ex- 


preſſing his ſurpriſe at their having entered her ifland, fays, elle eff mime, 


bordte de rochers affreux, contre les quels la mer va follement combaitre, et on ne 


pourort en approcher, fans faire naufrage ; and on this expreſſion is now 
founded the circumſtance of the perpetual tempeſt that exiſted on her coaſt, 


contrary to the words of Telemachus, who, when he comes to the concluſion 
of his narration at the end of the ſixth book, repreſents Venus as prevailing 
upon Neptune to excite a ſtorm purpoſely to deſtroy him for the contempt 
he had expreſſed of her ſacrifices and votaries even in her temple at Cyprus. 
If, therefore, the words of Adoam be true, there ſeems no neceſſity that the 


revenge of Venus ſhould be effected by a ſtorm raiſed for the purpoſe. 
It would be ſufficient that Nep/une ſhould drive the veſſel of Telemachns 
within the influence of thoſe tempeſts that continually agitated CHD, 


iſland, and that zhere it ſhould be wrecked ; that is, in ſight of land, in 
order that the marvellous in their preſervation may be as much as poſſibly 


removed. The ſcene of it is therefore here placed even within hearing 


of Calypſo ; which emendation will render another neceſſary at the conclu- 
fion of the fixth book abovementioned, where M. Fexelon has deſcribed the 
hero and his friend as conflicting with the waves for a long continuation of 
time after the deſtruction of their veſſel, near, and not farther in their way 
towards Greece than the Peloponneſian coaſt, as appears from his very words: 


Deja le mont Ida n'etoit plus a nos yeux que comme une colline: tous les TIvages 


diſparoiſſoient. Les ches du Peloponneſe /emblotent £avancer dans la mer pour 
venir gu devant de nous. Tout-6-coup une noire lempetle, & c. Now, to any 
one who is in the leaſt acquainted with geography, the diſtance appears 
much too great to render an eſcape from the wreck, by ſwimming, likely, 


| 990. — 
Verſe 52. 'Twas thus 1 learn'd-—] The ten following lines, purporting 
that the exiſtence of a war becween Phenicia and ht was not known at 
Tire 
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Tyr when Telemachus quitted it, is inſerted by the tranſlator; elſe, how 
can the conduct of Aceſtes be accounted for, who furniſhed our hero with 
a Tyrian veſſel, as belonging to a people who were at peace with all the 
world? II nous donna, ſays Telemachus ſpeaking of Aceſies at the concluſion 


of the firſt book, des marchands Pheniciens, qui etant en commerce avec lous 


les peuples du monde, n'avoient rien a craindre. Surely there muſt be here a 


contradiction ; for at the very commencement of this ſecond book, Tele- 


machis relates the cauſes of a war that had broken out between Se/otris and 
the Phenician ſtate ; but which, for the ſake of confiſtency, is here ſuppoſed 
to be juſt begun, and to be related by the Egyptian maſter immediately 


after the capture of his veſſel, upon the wonder he expreſſed at the violence 
committed by the captor. 


BOOK VI. 
Verſe 703. Yes Neptune 70 thy frown—] In this place, the emendation 


comes in dependant on hat made in the firſt book, as already intimated. 


On the propriety of this alteration, nothing need here be offered; 
reaſons for it being in that place ſufficiently enlarged on. 


BOOK XI. 
Verſe 580. —in feet repoſe] With theſe words M. Fenelon has con- 


_ cluded the eleventh book of his original; what follows to the beginning 


of the 12th book is in ſubſtance a tranſpoſition from the beginning of the 
author's ſeventeenth book, being a deſcription of the ſhield of his hero, 
with which M. Fenelon ſays, Minerva preſented him, as fabricated by an 
eminent artiſt of Salenium, but which in reality was the work of Vulcan, 
and forged by that god in the burning caverns of Mount Elna. The reaſon 
of this tranſpoſition will be evident to the critics, and they will acknow- 
ledge that during the heat and fury of a battle, and in particular of an 
unexpected attack made on the allied army by Adraſtus, an elaborate deſcrip- 
tion muſt of neceſſity make its appearance with a very awkward grace. 
It was therefore thought proper that Telemachus, departing with his Salen- 
{inian troop, ſhould take his armour with him, and the Tranſlator has laid 
hold of the advantage which the interval, between the time of the chiefs re- 


pairing to their reſt and the ſuccecding morning, afforded, of producing 
this divine armour, 
2 


0 | | Verſe 
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| Verſe 673. But now a nobler work—] In lieu of the deſcription which 
M. Fenelon has given his readers, Vulcan himſelf is here introduced in the 
fabrication of this impenetrable armour, which much more cfhcaciouſly 
contributes to intereſt his readers in the matter treated of. 


Verſe 691. A twice told compartments] For the mere ſake of regularity 
is the ſhield of Telemachus repreſented as thus divided; a liberty which it is 


hoped the candid will allow of, when thoſe, who have made M. Henelan their 


ſtudy, recollect, that at this period of time it is uncertain in what manner 
their favourite author really deſcribed this ſhield : different editions have 
entertained their readers with different reprefentations of this gift of 


Minerva. Moetjen's impreſſion exhibits it as holding forth a picture of 
the ſtory of Oedipus, and the enmity ſubſiſting between Atreus and Thy- | 


eſtes; whereas later editions wholly omit it as ſpurious. It would not hecome 
the writer to decide the point of authenticity in this reſpect ; thus ſar how- 
ever he thinks he may ſay ; that as, according to Mr. Ramſay, in his dif- 
courſe on Epic Poetry and the excellence of Telemachus, the ſculpture of 
the redoubtable Egis enforces this ſublime moral ; namely, that the buck- 
ler of a prince, and the ſupport of a ſtate, are chaſtity of morals, arts, and 
agriculture, and that a king, armed with wiſdom, is ever defirous of peace; 
and againſt all the evils of inevitable war, finds continued reſources in a 
prudent and induſtrious people, whoſe minds and bodics are both of them 
alike enured to labour; confidering this moral, the tranſlator repeats, it is 
probable that the hiſtories of Oedipus, Alreus and 7. byefles are foreign inter- 
polations : they are therefore omitted in this tranſlation ; nor has the judg- 


ment of Hercules, repreſented in the eighth compartment, any other than 


a tendency worthy of thoſe morals which M. Feze/on himſelf continually 
labours to inculcate ; for which reaſon, leſs apology is neceflary in ex- 
tenuation of its inſertion. 


Verſe 943. But in the midſt of batiles—] In theſe commands imparted by 
Tris to Telemachus, it is intended to prepare his readers for the deſcent of 
that hero into hell in ſearch of his father; an event which M. Fe2zeloy too 
abruptly introduces in his eighteenth book, ſcarce three minutes“ reading 
before the dangerous enterprize takes place. 


BOOK. 


If 
| vil PREFACE. 
1 | | BOOK XII. 
1 Verſe 465. — but firft declare] Theſe words immediately precede the 
bd hiſtory of Philocles, which in the original ſucceeds the account of Mentor, 
l} reformation in 1domenens's kingdom: fo that the ſcene is twice changed; 
firſt from Salentum to Samos, and back again from Samys to Salentum, with. 
out the intervention of any incident during two voyages, which in thoſe 
days, when the art of navigation was very imperfect, muſt have employed 
a conſiderable lapſe of time. May it not heſides be aſked how this hiſtory 
of Philacles, according to M. Fenelon, iprings out of the principal action 
} of the poem, and is reſolvable into it? the fat is; it muſt be owned an 
I abſolute interpolation : an emendation therefore 1s here attempted ; the 
I firſt voyage is performed during the changes made by Mezxtor at Salentum, 
| and to connect the buſineſs of it with that of the poem, Ph/ocles is made 
| | to voyage over from his place of exile to the frontiers of Daunia, in order, 
N with his preſence and great experience, to inſtruct Teſemachus; for which 
| Auundertaking, he muſt of neceſſity be ſuppoſed extremely capable. 
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ADVENTURES 
TELEMACHUS. 


AN EPIC POEM. 


ARGUMENT. 

| The Shipwreck of TE LEMACHUS ith MENTOR, and C ommencement 
of the Youth's Narration; containing his Eſcape from the Fleet of 
EN x As, and Deliverance from Death by MExToR's propheſying 
Spirit in the Iſle of SICILY. 


Or great U LYSSES? ſon, the brave the bold, 
A youthful warrior, fam'd in days of old, 
Who, to relieve a mother's woe, and bring 
Glad tidings of her long loſt lord and king, 
Enquir'd his fate thro? lands and ſeas unknown, 


Roaming full oft, deſerted and alone, 
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2  TELEMACHUS. BOOK I, 


And in the ſufferings Jove's high will aſſign'd, 
Bow'd to the God his all ſubmiſhve mind, 


Great enterprize! I ſing; that men may know 


On virtue what rewards are ſure to flow. | 10 


OMNISCIENT Goddeſſes, immortal NI NE, 
That ſtation'd glorious 'round the throne divine 
Eternal tune the ſong, propitious deign 

One ſacred ſpark from your celeſtial fane ; 
That lifted high, where bards alone have trod, 
To fields of light, the manſion of the God, 
My ſoul may riſe o'er earth's encumbering air, 


And publiſh to mankind the ſecrets there. 


In glorious brightneſs on the Olympian hill, 
Unmurmuring at the mighty THUNDERER's will, 
The Gods poſſeſs'd their thrones, from envy free, 
All but the blooming daughter of the ſea ; 
Repining at the ſovereign doom of fate, 

She left OLYMPUS and her ſeat of Nate, 

And prone from heaven's high zenith urg'd her flight, 
Conceald in ambient clouds from human ſight, 

Till hovering on the main, its waves obey, 

And, pil'd on either ſide, diſcloſe a way 

To NeeTuxe's dome; where come, and making known 
Her ſorrows, ſhe thus ſupplicates the throne. 


20 


30 


O NErTUNE, 
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BOOK 1. TELEMACHUS. 3 


"03 NEPTUNE, to whoſe lot has fate (ſhe cried) 
Aſſign'd dominion o'er the boiling tide, 
* To thee, with ſorrow ſtreaming from her eyes, 
* Diſconſolate, the queen of beauty flies: 
An impious youth, who late on CvrRus' plain 
* My influence ſet at nought and ſcorn'd my fane, 


From CRETE triumphant fails tow'rds ArGos” plain; 

0 But thou, my prayer, O Monarch, gracious deign: 

For know, thy aid, e'er yet his way to CRETE 

The youth had ſtemm'd, thus proſtrate at thy feet 40 
* Long fince would I have ſought ; but thou the while 

* Beholding on the ſhore of righteous PYLE 

Her ſacrifice perform'd, withdrew thy mind 

From every care reſpecting human kind. 

That interval my ſoul conſum'd in tears, 

While JueiTER, whom heaven of force reveres, 

And partial PALLas join'd the youth to crown 

With honours that eclipſe all paſt renown. 

To thee-I therefore fly, and ſolemn ſwear 
The brighteſt nymph I have thy bed ſhall ſhare, 50 


If now once more come back the deep to reign, 


The vengeance I implore my ſoul may gain, 
And inſtantly thou bid thy billows rave 
To whelm his ſhatter'd bark beneath the wave.“ 


B 2 > Tat 
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TELEMACHUS 


Tar Goddeſs thus; when gracious of reply 


Return'd the God : On me, on me rely 


c 


4 


Thy empire to aſſert o'er him, whoſe ſoul 
Preſumptuous has thus ſcorn'd its ſoft controul. 
A nobler vengeance this than death can give! 


"Tis thine, O queen, controuling thoſe that live, 


To captivate, not kill: And, Goddeſs, know | 


(For fully I divine this unnam'd Foe) 
That equal with thyſelf the youth I hate, 
Whoſe daring fire at SiciLy of late, 


With arts that only witchcraft could ſupply, 


My PorLyeHEMeE entranc'd, and bor'd his eye. 
For this, long exil'd from his native plain, 
I drive his ſhatter'd bark from main to main ; 


But thus implor'd, ſhall NeEeTUNE now for thee 


To vengeance move in ſpite of Jove's decree. 


© BETWEEN the LVBIAN and SICILIAN ſhores, 
My watery empire round an iſland roars, 

Oc vA call'd by men, and known in fame; 
Whoſe coaſt, Car.yrso rules, a heaven-born dame. 
From PRHRVOIA, when her plains in ruin lay, 
Subdu'd by GREECE; that iſland in his way 

The ſhipwreck'd father found, and urg'd in vain 
By PfogBus' wrath, eſcap'd the engulphing main. 
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A 


HR gentle ſoul the wanderer's ſufferings mov'd ; 

Her pity firſt, and then her love they prov'd : 80 
Sunk from herſelf, ſhe doated on his charms, 

And wooed a mortal to immortal arms. 

On verdant turfs, conceal'd by leafy bowers, 


In paſſion's claſp, they ſpent the laughing hours, 


Till warn'd to part by omens from above, 
At once the ungrateful Greek abjur'd her love ; 
And vainly, every art that woman can, 


CalLvrso tried, to captivate the man: 


Nay when ſtill more to make her fondneſs known, 

She offer'd life immortal like her own, 90 
All, all he ſpurn'd, diſdain'd the precious ſtore, 
Unfurl'd his fail, and inſtant left the ſhore. 


« SINCE when, affliction's pangs with ſharpeſt pain, 
Have almoſt rent the ſtrings of life in twain : 


And planted on her ſhore, the Goddeſs ſtands ; * 


To heaven's pure azure lifts her ſuppliant hands, 


And invocates his name. From many a cave 
Full many an echo rolls it to the wave; 
The wave ſtraight wafts it to the ſounding {kies, 
And heaven to earth the much lov'd name raplies. 100 
But ever and anon, with ſorrow torn, 
And to fell deſperation frequent borne,” 
| Oh, 
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Oh, thou,” * ſhe cries, that dartꝰſt thy bolts abroad 


On every ſon of perjury and fraud, 

Prepare thy thunder, and to 'venge my fate 
Let ceaſeleſs tempeſts on his veſſel wait, 
Decreed to roam a fugitive thro' life, 


From empire far, and far from ſon and wife.“ 


Tus mourns the fair: then, Goddeſs thou, attend, 


And weigh the inſtruction of a faithful friend. 


With winds combin'd, my waves ſhall force along 


This impious youth, from whom thou ſuffer'ſt wrong. 
OG vIA's coaſt his veſſel ſhall deſcry | 
Daſh'd on her craggy ſhore in fragments lie. 

Mov'd at his piteous fate, the tender fair, 

Himſelf preſerv'd, ſhall ſeek with every Care, 

That love ſuggeſts, in equal ſort to fire 


The boſom of a ſon ſo like his fire, 


Who long aſlail'd ſhall find reſiſtance vain, 
Nor bluſh at length to own thy pleaſing chain! 


Hz ſaid, and ceas'd : the Goddeſs bluſh'd content, 


And back to heaven re-urg'd her ſteep aſcent 


With looſen'd reins, when NEeTUNE with a look 


The deep foundations of old NerEvs ſhook. 
On billows billows heap'd like mountains riſe, 


And daſhing whirlwinds lift them to the ſkies. 


110 
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With voice divine he bids the tempeſt roar, 
And ſhake the mighty deep from PRLOp's ſhore ; 
The obedient tempeſt whirls its rapid way. 


And ſea confounds with air, and dims the day: 130 
Reſiſtleſs as it flies, the unhappy prow, 

Whoſe keel had paſs'd ZAcvNTus' lofty brow, 

The whirlwind finds, when ſtraight in mightier waves 


1 TIL * 1 — _— ws ks 
— — of — — — — — 1 


e 


— ae <p . _—_ 
3 ⁵ les » Sz 


Old Ocean thunders and the tempeſt raves : 
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| Unable to reſiſt, and borne away, 


— 


The Cretan ſails the torrent's force obey; 


" 
— On 
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The ſheet is rent, fierce lightnings rive the maſt, 
And long they drive before the furious blaſt, 
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Till full in proſpect of the Ogygian iſle, 
Where billows billows meet, and whirlpools boil, | 140 
The fated bark, encountering with a rock 


That lurk'd unſeen, is ſhiver'd with the ſhock. 


Th inſtant, wandering ſad beſide the ſhore, 
With ſighs reſponſive to the tempeſt's roar, 
The foundering veſſel to the fair appear'd, 
And piercing cries from drowning men ſhe heard. 
In horrid forms the face of death appears ; 
With labour ſpent, and weaken'd by their fears, 
Sad victims deſtin'd to the ſcaly race, | 


The wretched ſea-men fink in death's embrace, I 50 
| 5 And 
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And only two, whoſe weight the rudder bore, 


Safe *ſcap'd their fate, and gain'd CALVSO's ſhore, 


Fix'p on the beach, with joy the boiling tide 
To rage and ruin wrought the fair deſcried ; 
With pleaſure fraught, ſhe ſaw the raging main 
Roll its huge billows, and engulph the lain ; 
Yet, in the triumph of her ſoul, repin'd 
That to one only heaven had prov'd thus kind. | 9 


With thoughts like theſe ſhe meditates ; and now 


Humbly approaching with dejected brow, 160 


The ſtrangers come: but, Gods! how look'd the dame, 


In every part of her diſorder'd frame, 


With wonder chang'd, when nearer as they drew, 


One for the ſon of ITHAcus ſhe knew. 

Him by celeſtial preſcience ſhe divin'd ; . 
But of the ſage, in his misfortunes join'd, 

Vainly ſhe gueſs'd: and Wispom's matchleſs maid, 
Who in old MENTOR's humble weeds array'd, 


Tended his footſteps, and with prudent age 


Allay'd thro' life his youth's impetuous rage, Bs 170 
Would not, as higher from inferior powers, 


(Bounding their knowledge, as the inferior ours) 


All they think fit in darkneſs can conceal, 


Her lineage to the unhappy fair, reveal. 


AND 
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AND now, the ſon beheld, her anxious ſoul 

New paſſions enter, and new flames controul. 

She turns averſe, and pondering her diſtreſs, 

Wretch', ſhe exclaims, upon whoſe boſom preſs 

Of ſufferings ſtill an inexhauſted ſtore, 

Great as the pangs, which firſt that boſom tore, 139 
When in his bark, renouncing love and thee, 
* Urg'd by hard fate, ULYSSES plow'd the ſea: 

Vet to thy ſoul ſome comfort twas to know, 


That time at laſt would mitigate thy woe, 


When ſlow and gradual to oblivion borne, 


His image from thy memory would be worn. 
Vain promiſe all! ſince now, three lingering years, 

* Halted away, behold a ſon appears, 

© Whoſe greater beauties, and more youthful frame 

Devour thy boſom with as fierce a flame ; 190 
And yet, that owns a heart not leſs unkind, 

* Such as his fire in form, ſo too in mind. 

Quench then this flame, CarLyyso, that has ſtole, 

© Mingled with life's warm fountain thro* thy ſoul!” 


APART ſhe ſpoke, then turning to the ſon, 

With angry voice the unhappy queen begun : 

* This bold intruſion, whence ?—with truth reply |—* 

She ſaid, and frown'd—* Raſh mortal, anſwer why, 
> ' Unbidden 
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5 Unbidden, you thus violate my ſhore, 

Where never yet has man preſum'd before, 

But for his crime, tho' ſav'd from NEPTUN E 's frown, 
* Suffer'd ſeverely, and his life laid down ! in 


When thus the youth: Oh Goddeſs, for a frame 
* So excellent ſure *ſpeaks no mortal dame, 
No miſery great like mine, which once made known, 
Would pity's tear extort, be pity ſhown : 
Say, to what end, were charms like thoſe deſ ign 42 
« Beneath them, to conceal a cruel mind ?— | 
VxN us forbid !—nor ever be it told, 
* You could the tribute of your tears withhold, 
f Contemptuous of a ſon, who, long purſu'd 
By angry heaven with ſorrows oft renew'd, 
His fire long ſought, and long his veſſel toſt, 
© Is ſentenc'd his laſt hope to ſee now loſt.” 


MARE 3 that ſire you ſeek,” replied the fair, 
And ſtraight bis ſtory, and your own declare.” 


HE heard, and thus obey'd: O Goddeſs, know 


Near LocRIA, rooted in the deep below, 


_* Riſes an iſle, o'er which my father reign'd, 


When thro' all Ak os, peace her ſway maintain'd. 
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© Who has not heard, where Pnotzvus darts his fame, 
Of Irnaca, and great ULyssEs* name? 

* Succeeding years, like dreams, have roll'd away, 

« Since, leaving his fair wife, and regal ſway, 

For Troy he croſs'd the ApRIATIC main, 

* Leagued in the vengeance of ATRIDEs' train: 

+ Now fugitive and fad, the load of life, 

Far from his native land, and faithful wife, 

© Scarce he ſupports, and till his native ſhore 

s Mocks his deluded ſearch, and flies before. 


8 WnAr do I ſay? Perhaps o eerwhelm'd with ſleep, 
* His wretched corſe lies buried in the deep. 
O Goddeſs, then, if aught thy wiſdom know 
«* Touching his fate, confirm or ſoothe my woe: 
© What the kind Gods, or adverſe Fates have done 
© 'To ſave him or deſtroy, inform his ſon.” 


He ſpoke, and ceas'd ; while anxiouſly the queen, 
Fix'd on his perſon and his gracious mein, 
Such beauty view'd, nor thought ULyssEs bore 
Half the bright charms, his brighter offspring wore. 
And now, all former paſſion for the fire, 
Roll'd undiſtinguiſh'd from the vital fire: 


Loft and confus'd, tranſported and amaz'd, 


A moment, the enamour'd Goddeſs gaz'd ; 
C 2 
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Then gracious, with a ſmile her filence broke, 
And in theſe words, TELEMAcnvs beſpoke: 


* Rise, ſon of ITnacvs, and dry thoſe tears, 
* Sure of my friendſhip to diſpel your fears. 


In proof whereof, prepare at large to know 


* Jove to our view the book of Fate leaves free ; 
Events long paſt, impending, or to be: 

* Freely his fortune, therefore, will we ſhow ; 

« But now, the tedious tale would be too ſlow ; 


For ſurely, your tir'd limbs would gladly reap 


he balmy influence of refreſhing ſleep. 


Then haſten where yon grot you ſee aſcend ; 


And as my ſon yourſelf, and you my friend, 
« Your future lives, unmingled with alloy, 
* The dowery of mortality, enjoy.“ 


O'xx the tall trees, that form ſome ample ſhade 


Beneath them, by wide ſpreading branches made, 


See the yet taller oak aſpiring grow, 

Prop the high clouds, and view the grove below. 
CALYPSO thus, when turn'd, the bade her train 
The ſtrangers footſteps to her bower — 


Superior to the reſt in ſtature ſhone, 


Raiſing the wonder of ULISssESs' ſon. 


What of your fire Heaven's pleaſure let me ſhow. 
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Her azure robe in folds hung down behind ; 
Her ſhining treſſes wanton'd in the wind: 1 
And from her eye, the throne of love, there came 
A melting ſoftneſs, and a temper'd flame. 


AnD now, while tow'rds the grot their way they wind, 
MExNTos in filence following them behind, 

In ample proſpect view'd, its beauties riſe, 

Raviſh the fancy, and their ſight ſurprize : 

Plac'd on the ſummit of a hill it ſtands, 

Whoſe towering top commands exuberant lands. 

Nor gold, nor gems, nor columns cut in ſtone. 

Nor ſtatue sthere, unvalued as unknown, 280 
Poſſeſs'd a place; but tap'ſtried with a vine 

The ſhining grot diſplay'd a rich deſign. 

Here in meanders, murmuring fountains flow'd 

Thro? fragrant fields, that beautifully glow'd 


With the bright crimſon, and cerulean blue, 


Tints of ſoft green, and ſhades of Tyrian hue. 


88 the n there beauteous woods were fre 
Of ſpreading foliage, and perpetual green ; 
Lodg'd in whoſe ſhade, to every echo round 
Melodious birds fung forth a tuneful ſound, 290 
From every bough, reſplendent to behold, 
In cluſtering heaps hung fruit of burniſh'd gold. 


In 
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In coves above, the pliant branches join'd, 
And ſcorning from below the uprooting wind, 
Form'd a thick ſhade, impervious to the ray 


Shot from fierce ScoRPeto, at the noon of day. 


SEEN from the grotto, where the raviſh'd eye 
Commands the extenſive ſcene of earth and ſky, 


In whiſpers huſh'd, the waves now ſoftly flow, 


Poliſh'd as mirrors, peaceful, clear, and flow ; ::: J00 
And now, in billows huge, indignant roar, 
Froth o'er the rocks and laſh the ſounding ſhore. 

Turn'd from theſe objects, the contracted eye, 


Fix'd on the ſtreams that flow meandring by, 
Winds as they wind, purſues them as they glide, 
Watering the ſoil, and views the tranquil tide, 


Roll its ſoft waters o'er the woodland ſcene, 
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Shine thro' the trees, or glitter on the green. 


Nor had kind nature ſtudied to invite 


Leſs the pleas'd appetite than ſmell or ſight : 310 
1 Cluſters of grapes, depending from the vine, 
Bluſh thro' the foliage, and in purple ſhine : 


Rooted below, and towering high in air, 


Pines in full fruit their ſpreading honours bear : 
Thrives here the fig; there, wafted with the gale, 


From the pomegranate fragrant ſcents exhale : 
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Blooms too the peach, and bloſſoms laſt, the tree 
Sacred eſteemed, 7 heaven- born Maio, to thee. 


ARRIVING here, thus gracious ſpoke the queen: 
* Hid from the ſun by this umbrageous ſcene, {4 280 
* Your wearied limbs in grateful fleep extend, 
* And ceaſe from labour, and your minds unbend.” 
With this, ſhe ceas'd, and left them to repoſe, 
When in ſoft ſlumber their tir'd eyes they cloſe : 
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In drowſy circles, Moxengus wheels his flight, 
Binds up their ſenſe, and ſpreads the veil of night. 
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MEANWHILE the dame; K and apart, 


An image new now ſtampt upon her heart, 
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The ſad remembrance of long ſuffer'd woes 
Drowns in the dawning proſpect of repoſe. 330 
She now can ſlight ULyssEs and his name, 

Abjure her love, and wonder at her flame; 

While all or comely, excellent, or fair. 

That mark'd the perſon of her former care, 

With young 'TELEMACHUs compar'd "EA mean— 


Here love thy fill, exclaims the enamour'd queen, 


* 


Here fix thy hopes from this auſpicious day; 


* 


Glory, with him, to paſſion ſhall give way. 


Let love or glory, thoſe by years oppreſs'd, 


» 


With caution chuſe, and chuſing be unbleſt, 340 
But 
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But every boſom, warm'd with youthful fres, 


To love muſt bend; for love even Jove inſpires.“ 


Yer ſoon, as in the foring tide of the year, 
When vernal charms the face of nature cheer, 
If, borne by ſouthern winds, A fudden ſhower 
Invade the fields, that moment fades each flower, 
And wrapt in gloom, all objects that before 
Smil'd and look'd gay, their general change deplore, 
So inſtantly appeared the Goddeſs' breaſt, 

With bodings of fad tendency oppreſs'd : 

On MxNTrok glancing, ſhot a darting pain, 
That pierced the center of her tortur'd brain: 
For meditating now, as late he ſtood, | 
Firm like an oak, the glory of the wood, 

In foliage beauteous, and robuſt with age, 

This to withſtand, that ward the tempeſt's rage, 
How god-like in demeanour, air, and gait, 
He ſeem'd to riſe ſuperior far to fate ; 

How by his looks, TELEMACHUS inſpir'd, 
Felt with new hope his fainting boſom fir'd, 
Unuſual terror, working in her breaſt, 

Fruitful of omens, this unknown one dreſt 

As a ſtrong foe; and vain, O hapleſs dame, 
Vain was thy wiſh to gueſs Mingrva's name. 
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Bur now the ſun, declining with the day, 
Had o'er the *plain induc'd a ſloping ray, 
When, in the grottoe, waking from repoſe, 
Their ſtrength renew'd, the prince and MEN ToR roſe. 


From the rich veſtures that the gracious fair 
Had left, for her illuſtrious gueſts to wear, 
Each what he lack'd drew forth: ſupplied in haſte, 
MENTOR his limbs in humbler garments brac'd : 
But ſlowly the young Irnacus proceeds, 
Selecting a vain dreſs, pride only needs; 
And when thus clad, ſurvey'd his perſon o'er, 
Pleas'd with the glittering ornaments he wore. 


Waren thus, in frowns, majeſtic and ſevere, 
x Exclaim'd the friend: Ah, prince, if yet thy ear 
To (counſel can reſpe& and deference pay, 
After long admonitions thrown away, 
« "Thy noble mind, on vulgar toys like theſe. 
That vulgar ſouls beſt ſuit, diſdain to pleaſe; 
Who, like a woman of apparel proud, Godt 
In a vain dreſs would glitter to the crowd, 
* Worthleſs of fame; for only to the brave 
« Glory is due, ſhall live an abje& ſlave. 
Far from thy breaſt, then, be a boaſt ſo mean; 
* In the ſon's actions let the fire be ſeen; 
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* So ſhall thy virtue, exercis'd in woes, 


Conquer thoſe fates that now thy peace oppoſe.' 390 


Here interrupting thus, ULyss8s* ſon 


Firſt breath'd a heavy ſigh, and then begun : 


6 


May Jove unpitying, at my guilty head 

His thunder launch and inſtant: doom me dead, 
When o'er my heart, effeminate and vain, 

Pomp and falſe pride their hateful empire gain. 
But oh, my friend, what favouring God declare, 
If of one God we ſtill remain the care, 


Our toils to ſoothe, has caſt us on a ſtrand, 


Where, bounteous thus, and with a pitying hand, 400 
Bleſt as we are, a Goddeſs good as great, 
Blunts the ſharp malice of our cruel fate.“ 


FAR, ſaid the friend, that pitying hand you praiſe ; 
Poiſon unſeen her fatal ſmile conveys. EE 

Shipwreck and death, all ills that life affail, 

Make the bold tremble, and the valiant fail, 


Weigh'd with thoſe pleaſures that the mind enſnare, 


Seem not, as dangers, to demand our care. _ 
To her ſmooth flattery, be your boſom ſteel'd ; 
Shun her perſuaſions, nor perſuaded yield, 410 
Charms like CALVPSO's, where within unknown, 
Virtue lies foil'd, and baniſh'd from -her throne, . | 
— Greedy 
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c Greedy of prey, as under the fair flower | 
« Serpents oft lodge, allure but to devour. 
« Fear then their influence and on me confide, 


* Prov'd in all dangers thy firm friend and guide.“ 


He ended; when in haſte the dame they join'd : 
The dame accoſting thus, with aſpect kind, 
Beſpoke her gueſts; * Young prince, and you his friend, 
With freeſt welcome deign'd, our board attend. 420 
* To what we offer, grant acceptance fair; 


Poor tho? the feaſt, not ſo our love and care.“ 


TwELvE white rob'd virgins, rang'd in order, ſtand 
And ſerve the viands round with buſy hand; 
Birds of each kind and beaſts of every name, 
Immortal food, nor known to vulgar fame, 
In order by the attending train beſtow'd, 
Preſs the full tables with a cumbrous load. 
In maſſieſt goblets form'd of ductile gold, 
Etherial forms! not caſt in human mold! 4 30 
Smiles the rich beverage of a purple wine, 
Freſh from the burthen'd branches of the vine : 


The various promiſe of the bounteous ſpring, 


 Pomona's fruits in bluſhing heaps they bring; 


Crxks' rich ſtores and Baccuvs? gifts abound, 
And pleaſing converſation circles round, 


D 2 : MEANTIME 
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MEANTIME, not mingling in their mirth, the Sage, 
Grave his deportment, and reſerv'd his age, 
Who from the board with ſparing hand ſupplied, 
When hunger ceas'd, all further wants. denied, 440 
Took the crown'd goblet, and with ſober mein, 
Manly tho' duteous, thus addreſs'd the queen: 


. Goppess, all hail ! ſuch welcome and ſuch cheer, 
* Shower'd on diſtreſs, as we, moſt happy here, 
* Outcaſt of nature, and for crimes unknown 
* Abjur'd by every God fave thee alone, | 
Find in thy bowers, the ſafe retreat from woe, 
Claim our whole thanks, and thanks we gladly ſhow ; 
Vet if myſelf, while here my ſon (a name, 
* Shown by my love, TELEMACHUS may claim), 450 


© Feels with glad ecſtacy his boſom fir'd, 


Am with leſs tranſport ſeemingly inſpir'd, 


Hold me not thankleſs, or of ſoul ſo baſe, 


That with reluctant tongue I own the grace; 

Since well may you obſerve how eating care 

Stamping my brow has mark'd deep furrows there; 

And more than mirth,—nor think I mean to blame, 

Silence and thought become my failing frame.“ 

Gracious, ſhe hears the modeſt cauſe he' pleads, 

Smiles approbation, and the feaſt proceeds. 1 
| | Now 


2 
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Now, when the gueſts their hunger had ſupplied, 
The attending train their ſilver lyres provide; 4; 
And ſtraight conſenting voices join their ſounds, 

And heavenly ſtrains the vaulted roof rebounds I 

The giant combat firſt with Jove they ſung, 

Then SEMELE's bright charms from Cab uus ſprung, 
Whom proud SATURNIA, ſwell'd with jealous ire, 
Fraudful betray'd to die by Jove's own fire: 

Of Bacchus, from her aſhes ſnatch'd they ſing, 
SILENUS? ward, and ſon of heaven's great King: 470 
The race came next from ATALANTA won, 

And laſt, of PRRYOIA's war, the ſong begun: 

In ſounds divine, accordant to her lyre, 

Such ſounds as Pfok Bus only can inſpire, 

Soft as the ſtreams that gently flow along, 
LevcoTHoE, queen of beauty as of ſong, 

To all the wonders wrought on ILivM's plain- 

By ITHacus, pours out the applauſive ſtrain ; 

But pours not long; for ſoon a name fo dear 
Forms in the GrEciaN's eye the riſing tear; 480 
Which inſtant ſeen, a ſignal gave the fair, 

And in chang'd meaſures and an alter'd air 

With energy ſhe ſung the bloody fight 

Wag'd by the ſons of Ixion and old NtGnr, 
Monſters, in whom both beaſt and man had place, 
With the fierce heroes of the LArITEHS' race: 


Nor 
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Nor Orynevs, was thy ſtory left unſung, 

Pleas'd on whoſe notes even ſtones attentive hung ; 

Who, pious, would'ſt have ſnatch'd by muſic's aid, 

Thy dear EuRVYDICE from PLuTo's ſhade. 490 


Wirk this, their tuneful ſounds the train gave o'er ; 
And now, with level beams along the ſhore, 


The ſun declin'd, when ſtraight to opener air, 


The Goddeſs bade them from the ſhade repair, 
Whom eber ſhe follow'd, in theſe terms apart, 
Enamour'd, ſhe diſclos'd her labouring heart, 
Addreſling the lov'd | youth : * Behold! what grace 
« You and your friend has welcom'd to this place ; 
Unpuniſh'd on my ſhore may none preſume, 


But from my power they ſurely meet their doom ; | 500 


4 


And vainly from your ſhipwreck, would the deed 


Claim pity, did not love that pity plead. 

93 by dread Sr vx, an oath the Gods above 

Pare not infringe, be witneſs how I love! 

To IrHAcus, who roaming wide like you, 

A wretched wanderer here his fortune br 

With equal love, I proffer'd as a dower, 

To ſhare my immortality and power. 

Seven ſummers here, by love and me detain'd, 

In folds of bliſs unwilling he remain'd, 510 
| For 
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For ſtill the wiſh of viſiting once more 
What Heaven had long forbid, his native ſhore, 
Determin'd him, prophanely bold, to fail, 


N 


* 


Committing his frail bark to every gale : 

An equal folly then be taught to ſhun, 

And let the father's fate inſtruct the ſon: 
Pleas'd that a Goddeſs wooes thee to be bleſt, 
Here in this iſle, her lov'd, her conſtant gueſt, 
And for thy raviſh'd fire, and earthly throne, 


A * a KA * 


Gives thee an empire, to death's power unknown.“ 


SHE ſaid, and bluſh'd; yet ceas'd not, but ſtill more 
The affrighted youth to hold within her ſhore, 
Deſcrib'd each danger by ULVSSES known, 

On ſolitary coaſts by fortune thrown: 

Spoke of the LEsTRIGONIANS' hateful brood, 

And horrid Cycroys fed with human food . 

« Shut with his friends in PoLYPHEMUs' cave, 

* 'To his dire throat,” ſhe ſaid, * the monſter gave 
Four wretches, every day, whoſe limbs he tore, 
Chew'd the warm fleſh, and churn'd the clotted gore. 


* 


Eſcaping thence, the heroe prov'd new pains, 


* 


Compell'd by tempeſt next on Cince's plains ; 


Born of the ſea-got PeRsEA and the Sun, 
In felleſt arts of witchcraft CI Rc ſhone, 
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„And prov'd the influence of her baneful guiles 
On every wretched mate that ſhar'd his toils: 
Nor yet did ocean's God even here appeaſe 

His anger, or compoſe the ruffled ſeas; 

But bordering on the land, where 'dreadful riſe 
Two craggy pointed rocks that pierce the ſkies ; 
This for dread ScyLLa, that CHARVBDIS known, 
His ſhatter'd veſſel 'in a ſtorm was thrown : | 
This toil ſurmounted thus, the God at laſt, 
Full on a rock unſeen his veſſel caſt; 

« Ofer the tall maſt, a weight of waters ſpread, 

© Ruſh'd furiouſly and whelm'd him with the dead.” 


| Tavs, on the youth endeavouring to impoſe 

A well-diſſembled tale of fictious woes, 

Fraudful ſhe ſpoke; and ſpeaking, thro? his heart, 
With every word, convey'd a poiſon'd dart. 
That now, in TARTARus, a gloomy ſhade 
Flits my dear fire, I muſt not Heaven upbraid :* 
(With inly groans he ſpoke) . by Jovx's beheſt 
His lot was caſt, and what He wills is beſt ; 
But wherefore at firſt fight, a wretch unknown, 
Why is to me this guilty fondneſs ſhewn ? 
Oh more than woman falſe | oh bluſhleſs dame 
Able at will to quench a former flame 
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For now, at length, my friend. thy words divine, 
Like day at midnight on my boſom ſhine :* 560 


Then paſſionately thus, the youth rejoin'd : 


Pardon theſe ſtarts of a diſorder'd mind: 

Love, in my heart, can bear but feeble ſway, 

While ſorrows on that heart ſo fiercely prey : 

Yet future time, perhaps, with healing wing, 

May bid in my fad breaſt new comforts ſpring ; 

Permit me then, great queen, in ſorrowing mood, 

Till that bleſs d moment, o'er my loſs to brood: 

And wet its memory with a flood of woe; ; 

"Tis all alas, now left, I can beſtow.” 570 


He ſaid, and ceas'd ; nor further durſt the dame 


Diſturb his ſorrows with her lawleſs flame ; 


But, to explore the paſſage of his mind, 


Where beſt, her future arts a way might find, 


* 


E 


K 


K 


Prince,* ſhe exclaim'd, to moderate your grief, 
(For ſurely ſharing pain, we find relief), 

At large impart the ſtory of your woe; 

And your whole toils and ſufferings let me know.” 


WHEN thus, the youth : * Oh Goddeſs, to relate 


What you command, the ſtory of my fate, 580 


Long as the day” s duration would extend, 


From morn's firſt glimmering beams till twylight's end: 
7 on EE But 
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But to your will, due deference let me pay ; 


* 


Vours to command, my part is to obey: 


To me and my great friend ſuch welcome ſhown, 


* Ours we are not, but breathe for you alone.“ 


He ſpoke, but interrupting firſt, the queen 
Wav'd to her train; the token not unſeen ; 
Obedient to her will, the beauteous band 
Wedge their cloſe ranks, and half ſurrounding ſtand; 590 
When from amidſt the attentive ſcene he broke, 
And graceful, the pleas'd Goddeſs thus beſpoke : 


TRRICE hath the God of day's revolving ſphere, 


Induc'd the ſeaſons and renew'd the year, 


Since firſt my native land and father's throne 

I left, to ſearch his fate in realms unknown. 

By night and ſtealth, I ſallied from the port; 

* Fearing the ſuitors in my mother's court. 

* To PyLos' region firſt I bent my way, 

* Which reverend NESTOR held with ancient ſway ; 600 
But neither he nor ATREUS, whom I ſaw, ; 

At LacepzMon next, diſpenſing law, 

+ Could eaſe my anxious boſom, or declare 

If ſtill the heroe breath'd terreſtrial air. 

With doubts oppreſs'd, my ſhip I climb'd once more, 
And ſteer'd my paſſage to S1ic1L1Aa's ſhore, 


* Deſperate 
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* Deſperate the deed, from SprarTaA's coaſt to roam, 
III for the taſk ſupplied, ſo far from home ; 
Vet, vainly did the friend you here behold, 

* The event of ſuch temerity unfold.” 
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My ſon,” with tendereſt looks of love he cried, ; 
This enterprize To dangerous leave untried : 


Long is the voyage, unexplor'd the ſeas ; 


And to wiſe fear, more dreadful far than theſe, 


In rocky caves along S1ciLIA' 8 ſtrand, 

Dwell the fierce Cyc Lors, a gigantic band: 
While in their veſſels, ſtill the EN x AN hoſt 

Lie hovering there, late baniſh'd their own coaſt : 
Not in their breaſt for one of Arcive race 
Imploring life would pity find a place. 

Back then your voyage, nor my words diſdain, 


To ARrGos ſtem, and ITyaca regain ; 


For much, I hope, your fire return'd ere now 


Has with the regal circle bound his brow ; 


80 may the Gods my pious wiſh ſucceed ! 


But if the heroe's death has been decreed, 


Yet mindful of a weeping mother's wrong, 


With heart and arm by PALLASs' power made ſtrong, 


Your ſword may put to flight the ſuitor train, 


And o'er the realm extend your righteous reign.” 


E 2 


cc 


27 


610 


620 


630 


WISI 


28 TELEMACHUS. 


WISE was this counſel, but beſtow'd in vain ; 
Headſtrong and raſh 1 ſcorn'd the inſtructive ſtrain ; 
Vet ſtill would my dear friend, to ward the fate 


* 


Earn'd by ſo great a crime, my ſteps await ; 


When ſoon alas! begirt by dangers round, 


My fatal folly and miſtake I found. 


* *Twas then, ſuch love immenſe deſerving ill, 


* That in his love evinc'd a father till, 


0 My Mentor from the gulph of deep deſpair 
* Rais'd my deſponding ſoul, and chas'd my care, 


* When by his maxims, patient and reſign'd, 
* To Heaven's decrees I ſhap'd my willing mind, 
Bearing the fate that all my hopes o'ercaſt, 


Such as was meant to ſcourge preſumption paſt.” 


WIILE Irnacus thus ſpoke, a trouble mix'd 
With wonder felt the dame, and eager fix d 


On MENTOR her chang'd eye; in whom ſhe nh 


A grandeur ſhe beheld, a perſon fraught 


With ſomething more than man; but ſtrove in vain 


The ideas to compoſe that fill'd her brain. 
But hiding what ſhe felt; Continue, ſon 


Of IrHacus, ſhe ſaid, c this tale begun, 
And gratify my foul, that burns to know 
* Your ſtory ;'—when thus he, his tale of woe. 
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Loc did the God, whoſe trident ſays the deep, 
Bind up his empire in the chains of ſleep : 
Long every ſtorm, by mountains preſs'd below, 


In caves reſtrain, and proſperous gales beſtow. 


But wretched men that truſt to OcEAN's ſmile, 


Truſt, but to prove ſad victims to his guile ; 

For ſoon, the invading gloom of night's dim ſway 
O'erſhadows with her dutky veil the day, 

And ſable clouds with thunder wide are rent, 


And flaſhing lightnings fire the firmament. 


Nor only did our bark the ſtorm abide, 


For others to its rage we ſoon deſcried ; 
But with what words ſhall I, O Goddeſs, ſhew 


Thro' every heart on board what terror flew, 
When by their ſterns with many a trophy crown'd, 
Begirt with Phrygian ſhips our bark we found? 


As trifles now, rocks, ſtorms and waves appear'd : 
The Trojans, and no more the deep we fear'd : 
And ſorely ſmit, to MENTOR thus I cried * 
Wretch as I was, in heat of youthful pride 

Thy counſel to reject, and thus purſue 
What my own folly prompted me to do b: 

Yet, if in pity of thy blameleſs years, 

The offended Gods ſhall now avert my fears, 

I ſwear, my future life ſhall fully ſhow- 

How much I deem myſelf my greateſt foe ; 
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« Acknowledging that youth is void of power 
To judge of aught beyond the impending hour, 
From follies paſt can ſcarce her faults repair, 


And bleſſings but with pain be taught to bear.” 


4 


* 


* Tnxsr words I ſpoke, while terror and diſmay 


A 


| Prove from my cheek life's crimſon flood away. 


* 


Far otherwiſe my friend, who, calm of ſoul, 


A 


Saw the foe near us and each billow roll, 


Lo 


With voice divine the drooping ſea-men cheer'd, 


* 


Thro' ſwelling waves our drunken veſſel ſteer d; 690 


* 


And tranquil thus, at intervals expreit, 
Tum'd from his toil and kindly thus addreſt.“ 


oo 


« *Tis not my purpoſe, had I time, my ſon, 
Nov to reproach you with a folly done: 
If therefore, from this toil by Jove ſet free, 
«© Our veſſel *ſcape EN As and the ſea, 
«« By ſufferings paſt made wiſe, with prudence rein, 
In future, your raſh youth's firſt fire reſtrain. 
« But now, evince a ſoul above all fear, 
« And worthy of your ſire's great name appear.“ 70⁰ 
4 ChARM'D with reproof ſo mild, repoſe again 
Diſpell'd the fears that fill'd my tortur'd brain : 


When 
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When lo! in token that my vows were heard, 


Sudden the ſkies grew bright, the ſun appear'd. 


Juſt at that moment, when, with light return'd, 
The EN AN fleet our bark would have diſcern'd, 
As favouring Fortune will'd, my watchful guide, 
Forc'd from the reſt, a TrRoJaN ſhip deſcried. 


A wreath of flowers, with flowing ribbands bound, 


The ſtern-poſt of the lofty veſſel crown'd : 


The flowery wreath he mark'd ; and then in haſte 


High on our ſtern-poſt a like garland plac'd ; 


And now, his purpoſe to my mind occurr'd ; 
When ſtraightway to my friends I gave the word : 
Along their ſeats, low-ſtooping, fall the crew, 
And ply their tugging oars, and ſtrain anew ; 
While prone myſelf, to PALLAS, heav'nly maid, 


I bow in filence, and beſeech her aid. 


* Nor did the Power, great queen, her aid deny; 
Shot thro' the fleet, we bound, we dart, we fly : 
From the glad hoit, for their companions found, 


Shouts of loud tranſport rend the region round. 


 Jove breathes a gale: my friends, I ſtill provoke ; 


Foam the white billows with the finewy ftroke : 
Swells the full ſheet ; and borne before the wind, 


FaTE, and the TRoJan hoſt, we leave behind. a 


710 


720 


32 


* 'Tix'o with the toil, at laſt my ſhip-mates ceaſe, 
* Eaſe their ſtrain'd limbs, and urge their way in peace : 


« Propitious breezes in our canvas blow; 


* Glad we proceed; and now with cheerful ray 
© Oft had the God of light renew'd the day, 
When SticiLY's high ſummits greet our crew, 


* 


And next, her level plains appear in view. 


— 


Arriving ſoon, we haul our ſhip to land, 
And thanking our kind fates, obtain her ſtrand. 
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* Here ruling on the coaſt, a king we found, 


* 


AcExsTEs call'd at TRoy, nor unrenown'd : 


oo 


Scarce therefore had we landed, when a crew, 


«A 


Inſpir'd with fury, from the city flew : | 740 


Their ruin to impede, the war we wage ; 


Lag 


But war, alas! inflames, not ſoothes their rage : 


* 


As pirates, that for prey had ſtay'd our courſe, 


- 


Thronging they preſs us with ſuperior force; 
Aloud I cry, but cry, alas! in vain,” 


O cruel men, your barbarous wrath reſtrain : 


«« Forlorn and ſad we ſeek a friendly ſhore, 
« And hoſpitable ſervices implore; 


But ſcornful of my ſtrain, the air they rend, 


Deal their fierce weapons round, while ve defend ; 7 50 


« Till 
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While ocean only heaves a tide below. ; 730 
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BOOK 1. TELE MAC Huus. — — 


Till of my wretched mates, now mates no more, 
* All, fave my guide and guardian, preſs the ſhore. 


* Tavs: forc'd, we yield; when, for their fellows ſlain, 
The ruthleſs Trojans hale us o'er the plain. 


When ſoon the walls we reach, and entering find 


The monarch on his throne, in ſtate reclin'd : 


* 


Severe he views us both, and ſtraightway taught, 


* 


A tale with malice urg'd, and falſehood fraught ! 
How hovering on the coaſt, to bear away 


a 


* 


Demands, with hoſtile brow and threatning air, 


K 


Borne from what country laſt, we anchor'd there? 


«* Warn in reply.“ O king,” * my friend exclaim'd,? 
„On our diſtreſs, too grievous to be nam'd, | 


Reflect with pity, nor believe we dare 


« Your juſt revenge provoke, as theſe declare, 


« A cruel fortune, from HESPERITA's land 
« Forc'd our reluctant veſſel to your ſtrand ; 


„ 'Tho? not by fraud to ſhun impending death, 


« We own, HESPERIA did not give us breath.” — 770 
Thus, while with art to falſchood unallied, 

« Our native land and race he ſtrove to hide, 

Inflam'd with wrath, and ſtarting from his throne,” 

« Wretches,”” exclaim'd the king,“ that fear to own 


F 7 The 


Their flocks and herds, we landed in the- bay, 760 


* — 
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„The land that gave you birth, yet boldly dare 
Act the worſt crimes and ſpoils of pillage ſhare, 

«« Think not (thoſe crimes to juſtice now conſign'd) 
Death, that ſlight forfeit for ſlight crimes to find. 
„No: hence then with them both, and life's remains 
Let them conſume in ſlavery's lingering pains.” 


IN filence, I eſſay d to frame my mind, 
And bear that doom of death my ſoul divin'd ; 
But, when hard ſervitude my lot I found, 
With agitated breaſt I look'd around, 
And :* «© Oh! by every God, great king,” I cried,” 
Be not a wretch like me his prayer denied. 118 


K 


% Rather to death with torture let me go, 

« Than thus draw out my life to future woe. 
„ This grace is all 1 alk ; which not to ſhun, 
„% Know, you behold in me UIvssEs' ſon _ 
Who boaſts his Grecian birth; for, if in vain 


My father I have ſought o' er earth and main, 
„% And here am doom'd at length thro life to ſigh 
„In cruel bonds, —tis ſurely: ſweet to die!“ 


* SCARCE had I ended, when from man to man, 
« 'Thro' the whole croud a deafening murmur ran. 
Our forfeit lives with outcries all require; 


The monarch hearing, grants them their deſire. 


780 


790 


Hen 


ro 


voox 7. k ELEMAC Hus. 


* Hicn on a hill, a monument there ſtood, 
« Obſcure and ſhaded by a ſacred wood; 
* DarDaNIa's far fam'd warrior here had laid, 
His fire AnNcuises, late from TROV convey'd : 
* Thither, with ſtep dejected, ſad and flow, 
* Preſs'd by the crowding multitude, we £0 : 
« Arriv'd, with horror ſmote, our dying eyes 
© Behold two altars on the groundſword riſe. 
With ſhivering limbs and viſage of diſmay, 
© Whoſe cheek the . blood had left, I turn away: 
When in theſe words, my friend the king addreſs'd, 
A vaſt event then labouring in his breaſt.” 


% PRINCE, if the ſufferings of ULVSssES' ſon 


* 


Plead all in vain this rueful day to ſhun: yy; 


Yet to my ſtrain give ear; nor deem it ſprung 

« From fears of death, that prompt a coward's tongue: 
« For know, that Pokus, thrice return'd with day, 
«« Scarce ſhall night's gloomy reign have done away, 
But pouring from yon? hills, a barbarous hoſt 
„Will with a torrent's force invade your coaſt. 

„ More of the deſtiny great Jove ordains, 

The foe's ſucceſs and fortune that remains, 

Of me demand not, who, with failing eye, 

Can read but ill the ſecrets of the ſky.” 


F 3 
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« Here 
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* HERE paus'd my friend; and with his words amaz'd, 
The throng'd aſſembly ſome few moments gaz'd; 
When thus: Too well I ſee,” the monarch cries,” 
„ Rever'd old man, whom heaven with ſtrength ſupplies, 
That what your tongue ſo fearleſs has made known, 


From fraud proceeds not, but great Jove alone.” 


« Gracious he ſpoke; and turning from the fane, 


Back to the city led the attending train : 830 


The attending train with inſtant arms ſupplied, 


Ruſh to the bulwarks and for war provide. 


The country gleaning round, a numerous throng 


Drive the full flocks, or goad their herds along. 


«Ao now, to eaſtern {kies, the God of day 


Thrice ſwift aſcending, ſhot his orient ray, 


When wondrous to relate! dark whirlwinds riſe, 
That ſhade the horizon and obſcure the ſkies, 


And pouring down in view from every hill, 


In armour a whole hoſt the region fill. 8 40 


« From the far border of HIMERTA's waves, 


Quitting their huts, or ſallying from their caves, 


* 


And envious of AcESsTES' wide ſpread fame, 


Eager of pillage, the barbarians came. | 
With theſe, to ſhare the ſpoil, there ruſh'd a band, 
Who rang'd the mountains of NEBRoDIa's land, 


o 


* 
A 
— , 
2 Fl 
4 
„ 1 
i l 
4 S 
WI * 
0 
3 
£ 5 
* 7 5 
on 1 
7 
0 5 
3 * 
15 
8 g 
12 * 
* 52 
* * 
7 * 
4 os 
s 
5, 8 
* 
? 5 
* 
167 
J 8 
1 N 
NS 
, * 
* 
; * * 
1 
7 7 
. 
2 
pr 
- & «* 
> 5 
A Va 
4 4 5 
M ow 
* * 
7 . 
4 * 
„ 
A You 
- Wet 
q * 
"a 
8 
1 
* 
. 
N 
3 
5 * 
2 5 
> 
4% 
13 
"5 
« 3 
9 
u 
$ * 
4 
4 
1 
7 if 
& 
i 
\ 
7 2 
1 
_ 
* "44 
4 8 
> 
x 
SP 
1 
, 4 
139 
g 2 
8 
F 
FP 
1 
* 
x 
"= 
8 
2 
0 
-B 
IIs 
3 
* 
_ 
- 2d 
.*- 
Ws 
. 
5 
3 
_ 
= 
— 
* 
"AY 
"48 
- <_ 
_ 
. * 
2 * 
88 
= 
8 
- 
2 
* 
ny 4 
- 8 
3 
1:07 
* 
. — * 
3 
$5. 
Th 
* 
To 
* * 
4 
3 
1 
„ 
3 
A 
72 
== 
K. 
13 
* 
7 
* 
_ 
_ $5 
* 8 
of - 
og 
We <> 
1 
5 
= 
"» 
HR 
_— 
3 
"= 
* 
- = 
».. 
be * 
1 
5 
3 7 
- 
©: 
1 0 
> 
1 
5% 
WB 
8 * 
. 
** 
ae 
- = 
1 
3 * 
1 
* 
"MW 
3 
* L ” 
IA 
_—_ 
2 
nes 
x1 x 
2 
4 
Pa. 
— 
. 
* 
98 
__ 
. 
1 
1 
BE. 
oY 
is 
= 
2 
1% 
"RF 
1 


© Or 


ö 


BOOK I. TELEMACHUS. 


Or firſt on icy AcrRacas drew breath, 
Savage of ſoul and reſolute to death. 


«© Tno*? worn with age, yet ſtill the monarch's cares 

© Wake for his ſubjects, and their toil he ſhares: 8 50 
„Friends, . to myſelf and MENTOR, he exclaims,? 2 0 q 
Tho' born our foes and ſprung of GRECIAN dames, ” | 
Vet now, at leaſt, while Jove's indignant frown _ 4 

« Hangs o'er our region, your reſentments drown.” — — ( 
'« Whom interrupting, thus the Sage replied ;* 
Lead forth thy battle, and on heaven confide : 
„Like you, ourſelves incapable tho' bold, 

„ Should, when we combat, Jov his aid with-hold, 


„ Whate'er we can, will inſtantly: employ ; 

Nor for a moment think of GREECE or Troy.” 860 
He ſpoke; and ſpeaking, haſty ſnatch'd a ſhield, 
Eye'd the whole hoſt and ruſh'd upon the field. 


Now ſounds the trumpet's clang ; the fight begins; 


And cloſely wedg'd, with buckler, buckler rings : 
O'er all the throng, reſplendent like a God, 


Fate on his arm, and terror in 'his nod, 


La 


The Sage moves on; while I, in vain, my ſpeed _ 9 

Urge by his car, to bid the battle bleed. 

Like Jove's dread Ec1s o'er his arm diſplay d, 

A full orb'a ſhield projects it's dreadful ſhade: 9 5 998 
And 
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And while from rank to rank he wheels his flight, 

Whole legions tremble, and confeſs their fright. 

The lion thus, of fierce NumiDpi1a's brood, 

« Scares the wide foreſt, When he roars for food: 

« Urg'd from his cave, and ſallying forth by day, 

He ſeeks the tents of men, reſolv'd on prey; 

« With fury charg'd, the bleating folds in vain, 

Shunning his wrath, fly ſcatter'd o'er the plain, Ja 
While the pale ſhepherd, ſwifter than the wind, — 
Flies o'er the fields, nor caſts one look behind. 880 


8 
— — — 


— — — 


— 
— — ans 
2 "We > 
XI IE — 
— — 
— 2 w a > — 


i i - « Warm'd by the godlike ardour of my friend, 

| 5 5 Thro' air, my well pois'd javelin oft I ſend; 

Wl « Till by his fate urg'd on, a foe draws near, 

I” Furious of viſage, with a lifted ſpear ; 
His lance he threw; but - faithleſs to his hand, 
The lance fell ſhort and only mark'd the ſand: 
When raging, as the beaſt by huntſmen gor'd, 

. « He ſeeks the aſſiſtance: of | his; ſhining ſword ; 

: But my ſwift javelin intereepts the deed; 
« Pierc'd in the throat, his tottering ſteps recede: 890 
Thundering he falls, his clanging armour ſounds; 

And echoe from the diſtant plain rebounds: 
His eye- balls fix'd afford a ghaſtly ſhow, 
And his ſoul ruſhes to the ſhades below. 


AND 
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+ AND now, the hoſtile band o'er all the field, 
With terror ſmote, or fly, or wounded, yield ; 


LY 


And homeward the victorious urge their way, 

Tir'd with the ſlaughter of the weary day. 

Return'd ; the heralds, at AcksTEs' call, 

His ſeniors ſummon'd to the regal hall : 900 


A 


When rifing, at our entrance, from the throne, 


His pleaſure, the glad monarch thus made known.“ 


* 


« O friends, thrice welcome to a nation ſav'd, 
+29 Whoſe ſervices, on every breaſt engrav'd, 

« And worthy both next Jov to be ador'd, 
„Such bleſſings on Sicitia's iſle have pour'd: 
„In days to come, their great deliverers' fame, 
% To time's laſt annals, infants ſhall proclaim ; 


« And ever, with this happy day's return, 


K 


« Yer having much faid thus, with grief the reſt 


* 


Muſt by a grateful people be expreſt ; 
„ For know, that with juſt cauſe the worſt we fear, 


* 


Should once more the ENÆ AN veſlels ſteer 

«© Their paſſage to our Ports, as late, with oars, 

«« Cleaving the frothy main, they left our ſhores = 
«© Hear then in patience, what, her godlike friends 
«« Puly to honour, SIc1LY intends ; 


* 


« Within 


Our hallow'd altars to your memory burn. 910 
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« While ſafe to GREECE, our bark a proſperous gale 


c 


* 


Within the harbour's mouth, a bark there rides, 
Bound to PHENICIA, and the TyRIAN tides. 
Departing with the firſt fair proſperous gale, 
For IT HAC A, that bark ſhall hoiſt her fail. 


Thus ſhall no fear of danger ſhake your minds; 


For, on each coaſt, a friend Pyenicia finds.” 


Wr hear; and to the port ſoon after bend 
Our progreſs, and the deſtin'd bark aſcend : 
A loaded train, commiſſion'd by the king, 
Heap'd up in piles, his coſtly preſents bring : 
When to S1c1LIA's iſle we bid adieu, 


Launch from her ſhore, and plow the deep anew, 


Ap now the day, glad friend to mortal fight, 
Had oft' o'er ocean ſhot it's orient light, 


Impelling ſwift, with cheerful hearts we fail. 
Landed in fancy on my native plain, 

I bleſs the auſpicious monarch of the main, 

And deem all troubles paſt, and toils gone thro', 
More than repaid :—But oh, too flattering view! 


Woes ſtill remain unfelt, and pains ſtill new.“ 


END OF BOOK I, 
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And diſtant borne her wealth to realms ſcarce known, 


A 


With greater wealth returning to her wn: > 


* 


Elate and proud, ſhe ſaw her city riſe 

Queen of the deep, and towering in the ſkies; 

Her maſſy bulwarks, that o'erlook'd the waves, 

Firm as the rock that every tempeſt braves, ”. FQ 
Impregnable, the oppoſing world defied, 

And, crown'd with commerce, ſought no boaſt beſide. 


— K a „ 


« Non yet had long ſucceſs, the common bane 


Oft other nations, made PHogNICia vain: 


* 


Robuſt her ſons, nor pampered, nor at home 


A 


Abſorb'd in ſloth, they deem'd it ſweet to roam, 


_ 


In ſearch of fame and wealth, to realms that lie 


In the chill rigours of a . wy 


« AnD now in EcvyyeT*s land SesosTR1s ſway'd, 
Whoſe rule, by unreluctant hoſts obey'd, WS 
Had made illuſtrious THEBES and Mements known 


— 8 


In arctic regions and the burning zone. 


With emulating troops, a victor throng, 
When health and youth his limbs firſt render'd ſtrong, 
He travers'd ſpacious realms, and in his way 


subjected many a land to Ecver's {way : 


Nor yet could TVRE eſcape the general fate, 


K 


Mix'd with the triumphs of a prince ſo great. 


| 


a 


* 
4 
* 
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His outſtretch'd arm laid low Pnotxicia's pride 
For not as now, then ſpread her fame ſo wide. 


Returning home, on TyRE the victor laid 


A ſtated tribute annual to be paid, 


And giving future. war and triumphs o'er, 
Reſum'd the ſceptre of his native ſhore. 


A tax ſo humbling to Proexrcia's ſtate 
Protnicia long diſcharg'd to ſhun her fate, 


Yet pin'd in fecret to redeem her fame, 


And difavow the imperious victor's claim. 


When now at length, her growing wealth thus rais'd, 


The long conceal'd deſire burſt forth and blaz'd ; 
And Ed ver's monarch for the tribute due, 

In vain folicits 'TYRE, and threatens too : 

His miſſives ſhe inſults, and more to ſhow 


How much Paoznicia now deſpis'd her foe, 


His brother DAN Aus, by ambition led, 


The diadem to ſeize and rule in ſtead, 


And who by bafeſt means had aim'd the knife 


His unſuſpecting king to ſpoil of life, 


She furniſhes with aids ; and treacherous grown, 


Confpires with murdering hands to ſhake his throne. 


« A compact ſo infring'd and fraud ſo plain 


For ſignal vengeance calls, nor calls in vain. 
G 2 — — — 
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* ('Twas thus I learn'd; for launching late from ſhore, 
The news of Tyxz's revolt not wafted o'er 
Was in AcksrTESs' diſtant land unknown 
Where our toſs'd bark by NR TUNE had been thrown), 
Enrag'd, SESOSTRIS views her open fraud: 1 8 
He ſends vindictive fleets. in haſte abroad; 
And the whole deep with fails is cover'd o'er 
In queſt of TyRIAN ſhips from ſhore to ſhore. 60 
« *Tywas then, inſatiate fate, contriving ſtill 
New ſchemes of malice, wrought our future ill; 
For MALrTHA having now ſcarce left behind, 
And driving with glad hearts before the wind ; 
A ſhip from Ecyert's coaſt, as ſoon we knew, 


La) 


a 


Steering its courſe tow'rds MALTHA, met our view, 
Deſiring at the fight her crew to hail, | 

We, unſuſpecting danger, ſpread more fail ; 

But they, quick bearing down, along us came, 


And maſtering ere we gueſs'd their hoſtile aim, 70 


A 


(For much the crew in ſtrength exceeded ours) 


Tow'rd EcyeT's coaſt ſteer'd back, and TuzBEs? high towers. 


A 


No ſtood we wondering long, to ſee, while reign'd 
Peace, as we thought, our veſſel thus detain'd : 


For ſoon, its double cauſe, the tax unpaid, 


K 


A 


And TvRE's deep complots in rebellion's aid, 


The 


4 
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The EcvPTIAN maſter tells; on which I cry, 
Obteſting Jovx to ſmite me if I lie; | 
That not PRoENICIA's clime but ARrGos? ſhore, 
And ArGi1veE dames myſelf and MENTOR bore: _ 
But fruitleſs were my words ; for eager grown 
AcEsTEsS' precious gifts to make his own, 

The maſter turns away, reſolv'd to bear 


Our captive crew to 'THEBES, and leave us there. 


Axp now, we make the ſwarthy LyBIAN ſtrand, 


And leaving ocean, coaſt along the land. 
PaxorMus' bay and Z1cR1s* ſhore appear, 

And ſoon in view of Sopyonus we ſteer : 

For CHERSONESUS next we ſtretch away, 

And failing thence, the EcyeTI1aNn coaſt ſurvey, 
Whoſe mountains loſt in air the tempeſts brave, 
And level ſhores juit riſe above the wave : 


The ſeven-mouth'd NILE we cleave, and riſing near, 


See the broad ſea-girt walls of Nox appear; 
Then ſhooting on, thg ſounding plummet throw, 


And leave the confluent whirlpools far below. 


Ir pondering on my fate, a gloomy view! 


'To certain ſervitude thus doom'd anexy, 


I could have dwelt on ſcenes diverſified, 


Of towns replete with wealth and rural pride, 


45 
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Tranſported I had view'd the ſmiling ſhore, 

« With ſpringing charms adom'd and cover'd o'er. 
Their beauteous proſpect ſplendid cities rear'd, 
Whoſe view magnificent in pomp appear'd. 
The fertile earth, unceaſing, from her womb 
Autumnal fruits pour'd out and vernal bloom : 


While numerous flocks adorn'd the plenteous ſcene, 


And with rich garlands crown'd of lively green, 
Reclining at their eaſe on all ſides round, 


Bleſt ſhepherds tun'd their pipes to love's ſoft ſound. 110 


BID 


« To ſoothe the griets I felt, my friend and guide, 
Ere yet we ſtemm'd the NILE, ſerenely cried: 

(For than myſelf more calm, and render'd FRO 
By heaven, he bore unmov'd his fate's worſt wrong), 
«© Oh threefold bleſt that land, and happy they, 


„ Whom virtuous monarchs rule with gentle {ſway ! 


A 


A 


- 


„Thus is it you muſt rule, if ere again 
„To ArGos your ſafe courſe the gods ordain.“ 


I heard; and giving vent to dire deſpair, 
With frequent fighs replied :? O friend, forbear. 120 
«© Unprofitably thus the ſtrain to pour, nh 
Nor ſtudy to compoſe my boſom more. 

« Why tell me now, alas, of ways to reign? 
« Why buſy with falſe dreams my thought in vain ? 
| — When 
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„% When ITHACA no more my eyes muſt view! 

« Dear happy land, for ever now adieu! e 

« Farewell, dear mother too, from whom [I took 

That life I muſt drag on, of hope forſook. 

„My fire needs no ſuch wiſh; or were he ſtill 
0 Reſpiring, and reſerv'd his throne to fill, 130 
« Far thus remov'd from home, my eyes muſt ne er | 
*© Behold again his face, ſo long my prayer. 

„O Mrxrox then, my friend, ſince thus depriv d 

« Of liberty, even hope we have ſurviv'd, 

+ Together let us both this inſtant fly | 

6s For refuge to deſpair, and bravely die.” 


I ſaid, while riſing ſighs within me pent, 
For utterance labouring long, at laſt found vent. 
Not MenTor fo, but thus:“ Inglorious ſlave, : 
„% Unworthy of a fire ſo great and brave! ” Tu0 
| ] Who from the lot mankind were born to bear, | ; 


Thus ſhrinking, art o'erwelm'd beneath deſpair, e | | 
cc | 


If yet thy fearful heart on heaven can truſt, t 
„Or think the righteous gods are ever juſt. 2 | 
„ Rely on what thoſe gods by me inſpire, 
For truſt me, I now feel prophetic fire. 


vc 


Your country, and PENELOPE, the dame 


6 


From whom your virtuous origin you claim 


mY Again 
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© Again Hall you behold, though Fortune now 
„With overhanging clouds obſcures her brow. 1350 
4 In all his glory too, ſhall you behold 

„ Your fire whoſe mind no fortunes make leſs bold, 

But who, while ſuffering with a ſoul reſign'd, 

« Caſts even the ſighs of juſt complaint behind. 

„Oh heaven! if he were told his ſon thus baſe, 

With groundleſs fears defam'd his. godlike race, 

„ How would not the dire news, like ſharpeſt ſteel, 

« Aﬀect him with a wound no time could heal! 

Not all alas! the chief bas felt before, 


% Tho' numerous his long woes, would pain him more.” 160 


« He ſpoke and ſaw my tears; for thus reprov*d, 
With ſhame as well as grief my heart was mov'd ; 
When thus, in. tenderer terms, with accent mild 
The careful ſage went on, and. ſpeaking ſmil'd. 
With prevalence like heaven, he glanc'd a look, 
« Whence, at the fight, my breaſt new. comfort took: 
« My ſore-afflicted. ſoul confeſs'd his ſway 
* And every ſorrow there he chas'd away. 

«BEHOLD, my fon,” he cried, what plenty reigns ! 

% What yellow harveſts crown theſe wide-ſtretch'd plains! 170 
„As yet thy years are few; nor has the fame 
« Of EcyerT reach'd thee ; ſcarce perhaps the name. 

Hear 


9 
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Hear then, to ſoothe thy griefs, while I relate 

What voyagers report of Ecver's ſtate: 

Ten thouſand ſplendid towns, and more, twice told, 

«© Their proſpect to the admiring eye unfold ; 

« And thron'd in every heart, 8ESOSTRISs reigns, 

«© Who binds the willing throng in filken chains. 

«« By juſtice, that impartially on all TY 2 
„ Showers down reward, or puniſhment lets fall ; — 
«Wy laws, that in each boſom plant betimes 

% A love for virtue's ways and ſcorn of crime; 

% By theſe,” © exclaimed my friend,” all eyes behold 

„ Great E vr riſe in virtues manifold ; 

„In virtues that through earth, from ſhore to ſhore, 

By wondering multitudes is wafted or,” 


Non ceas'd he; but ſtill thus with tranſport cried,* 
Bleſt region! for whoſe bliſs the gods provide: 


- 


© Since on mankind, benignant heaven alone 
« SE508TR1S could beſtow to fill thy throne ! 1090 
«« But much more bleſt thy king! for lives there one 


o 


Who would not to the tomb with pleaſure run, 


Lo 


If only by ſuch means eſcaping death, 

„ JoveE would conſent to lengthen out his breath? 

While other lands, alas! by tyrants ſway'd, 

„With curſes the deaf car of heaven invade, . 
HR „ Through 


o 
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„Through EC vr, ſo much lov'd appears their friend | 
They grieve to think his days at length muſt end.“? 


— liſten'd, and now paſs'd the MEMPHIAN bay, | 
 Tow'rd THEBES our bark directed ſtill its way * h ne 
That to the king, Who truſted not alone 10 "BL 


In vague "Ou our birth we might make known. 


AN PD now great THEBES appear'd; where moor'd, on d 
The ſeamen with their wretched captives pour. 5 


Through wide extended ſtreets, in files led on, 


The palace walls to gain, we paſs along, 

And ſtill new charms affect our wondering ſight, 
Thou gh little then thoſe charms afford deli ght. 
In every public ſquare a fountain flows, 


And marble pillars range in ſhining rows. 210 


With nature's beauties joins the power of art, 


And grace with ſplendour reigns in every part. 


* Bur ſoon, the regal court appears in view: 


Its gates we enter, and our way purſue, 
Through porticoes and halls of poliſh'd ſtone 
To where the king, high ſeated on his throne, 
* At ſtated hours gives audience to the throng, 

* Applying his whole care to puniſh wrong. 
| Of 


Of all, or native there, or foreign born, 


The king repulſes none with pride or ſcorn ; 220 
But patiently gives ear, and ſpeaks his will, 

* Approves the virtuous few and checks the ill 

With wiſdom ſo mature, that every heart 

With plaudits, where no flattery claims leaſt part, 

The juſt decree commend; and thus while day 

In acts of right ſpeeds conſtantly away: 

At eve, releas'd from care, in grateful eaſe, 

When public toils of ſtate no longer pleaſe, 

With art and ſcience? ſons retir'd alone, 


Their judgment he collects or gives his own. 230 
« Surpris'd the ſubjects ſee, and bleſs his name ; | 

Nor ever could pale envy blot his fame, 

« If candour but forget ſome former days, 

* When conqueſt round his perſon caſt her blaze, 

« And by thoſe monarchs that had felt his ſword, | Y 
His car was dragg'd i in ſtate, and he ador * - = 


« AnD now behold us all the throne before, 2 
Each his life's ſtory running briefly aA. - . = 
When, in my own and MENnToR's name, the king | 

With ſuppliance I addreſs, and thus begin ;? 2.40 


Fn 


« 0 great Srsos TRIS of immortal fame, 
9277 Wherever the wide world has ſpread your name! 
H 2 - „% Who 
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„Who has not heard of Troy, and ARC os powers, 

«© That, ſtrengthen'd by heaven's arm, abas'd her towers, 
«© A ten years' tedious ſiege, that drench'd the plain 

« With copious ſtreams of blood from thouſands ſlain? 

« ULysSEs was my fire, who more than all 

« Laid proſtrate in the duſt her ſmoking wall. 

«© But now alas! the doom of cruel ſtars 

From ITHaca his wandering ſteps debars ; 

« Whom ſeeking to bring back in ſafety home, 


Ty My wretched friend and I unproſpering roam : 


"M40 


But to a mother's arms, her ſon reſtore, 

«« Sent back to repoſſeſs his native ſhore ; Ka; 
„So may each godhead happy keep your reign, 

« With beauteous children bleſt, a numerous train!“ 


I ended; when SE SOSTRIS inly yearn'd, 
And anſwering me, thus mild of ſpeech, return'd:“ 
With honour rife, and what thy lips avow, 
„ Till trial had, let Ecyer's king allow: 
« My MEerTornis, that part be thine,” he cried, 
And turn'd him as he ſpoke to one beſide.“ 
« If TyxlAxs they are found, and therefore foes, 
A double puniſhment and double woes 
Their falſhood ſhall repay: but know, if born 


«« Of parents, as now urg'd, they roam forlorn, 


260 


oe | My 
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„% My ſhips ſhall bear them hence; for dear I hold 
The ſons of Greece, a race renown'd and bold, 
% Whoſe empire, various kings from EcyeT ſprung 
Have gloriouſly oft held, and brightly ſhone. 

„Of HercvuLEs, whoſe deeds are ſwell'd by fame, 


0 


Lag 


Of their AchiLIESs too, a glorious name 
„ And Ir HAcus, whoſe like ſhall ſpring no more, 


„ The ſhining, the great acts have reach'd my ſhore. 


In ſafety then depart, aſſur'd if nought 

«© Your lips has now eſcap'd with falſhood fraught, 
% That rectitude and truth by ſufferings preſt 

«© Plead not unpitied in SESOSTR1S* breaſt.” 


* Hr ſpoke; and as he ſpoke, a cheering ray 


Of hope in my dark mind renew'd the day: 


The monarch's court we leave, and both depend 


On METornis, then thought our common friend: 
But ſoon behold him practiſe every art, 

Confronting and now queſtioning apart, 

Some latent fraud to find, though fruitleſs all 

His cunning to convict zus or appal. 


Made confident by truth, our ſteadfaſt boaſt, 
We firmly both reply, but MenTos moſt, 


* * = 


OY o 


This, METornis remarking, tears away 


My ſole ſurviving good, my ſingle ſtay, 


27a 


280 
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* Though earneſtly beſought my life to end, 
Nor ſunder from me thus my aged friend.” 

War ſecret ſnares a monarch's throne ſurround ! 

„And wiſeſt kings how oft' baſe men confound ! 

From courts, in every age, the juſt retire, 

«© Whoſe boſoms no ambitious flames inſpire. 

«© The common herd not ſo: Preſumptuous, bold, 

„ To every fraud inclin'd, and fond of gold, 

All conſcience they defy, and lead aſtray LD 

„The monarch they ſhould guide in virtue's way.” 300 


« Tavs ponder'd now my heart with oral torn ; 
For in ſad ſervitude condemn'd to mourn, 
My friends, and fellow mariners of late, 
All equally oppreſs'd beneath one fate, 


« I join, and travelling on with penſive heart, 


* 


At METornrs? command, from TnEBES depart, 


- 


For wild Oas1s' plains and ſavage rocks, 
Ingloriouſly there doom'd to tend his flocks.” 


E 


When haſtily the dame: And now to you 
What deſtiny ſeem'd beſt? What fit to do ? 310 
That rather knelt in SiciLy for death 5: Þ 
Than living as a captive would draw breath? 


* 


Thus 
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Thus queſtion'd the bright fair, and thus begun, 
Forth heaving a deep ſigh, ULvssESs' ſon: 


= 


* 


WIr reaſon you demand, great goddeſs, why 


Thus made a ſlave, no more I begg'd to die? 
But grief was all my choice, condemn'd to bear 
The lot ordain'd by heaven then deaf to prayer: 


Nor only did my ſufferings fill my breaſt: 


My friend, my aged friend, through me diftreſt, 


That never my ſad ſoul could hope to find, 
By night as well as day diſturb'd my mind. 


But otherwiſe will'd Jove; and ſpeaking now, 
I recolle& the Joy that cheer'd my brow, 


When, after numerous toils at length gone through, 


My MEexToR met again my wondering view, 
For my offence, alas! to ſlavery borne, 
Beneath what anguiſh did my friend not mourn ! 


Fox me,—whole provinces of Eo vr paſt, 


To horrible wild waſtes I came at laſt; 


Where turning on each ſide, the cheerleſs eye 
No object fave parch'd tracts of ſand could ſpy. 
Along the towering hills, a dreadful chain! 
Whoſe overhanging ſteeps conceal'd the plain, 


Eternal ſnows the dazzled fight ſurprize, 


And clothe with pale effulgency the ſkies. 
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The unkindly flocks for paſture wander round 
The ſloping hills in vain, and level ground: 


No ſingle blade of graſs with lively green, 

Nor ſweetly flowing rill adorns the ſcene; : 340 
And here and there alone, with ſcanty hand ** 

* By nature fcatter'd o'er the barren land, 

From crannied rocks, the fold their wants ſupply, 

And crop the thin repaſt they ſcarce deſcry. 

* To execute my taſk, I tend my flock, 

And guide their devious way from rock to rock x 

The craggy rocks I climb; and looking round, 


From every ſteep behold the vales profound, 
* Whoſe depths deſcend ſo low, that ProtBus? ray 


* Scarce kindles the leaſt glimpſe of genial day, 350 


© Tux agonies to ſoothe that pain'd my mind, 


1 9 | urs at firſt the converſe of my kind, 

But ſought it long with unavailing toll ; 

The people round were ſavage as the ſoil. 
My fate I mourn'd in abſence of the light, 
And all the live-long day, from morn to night, 
With unremitting care and pain of mind 
« Diſconſolate, purſued my taſk aſſign'd: 

Till tir'd of life, as once I left to ſtray 

My flocks, and wander'd forth, nor mark'd my way, 360 
Deſponding, 
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6 Deſponding, and low proſtrate on the plain, 


* * 


I call'd aloud on death to end my pain, 


1 0 call d; and lo! as if the almighty mind 


Had heard me; for ſo then my ſoul divin'd, 

The mountains round me ſhook ; the winds forbore 
Their everlaſting rage, and howl'd no more. 

Nor ſtopp'd the wonder here; but thus aloud, 
With echoing voice that iſſued from a cloud, 

Or pent within earth's hollow womb found way, 
Theſe welcome words addreſs'd me as I lay: 


« Orr SPRING of IrRAcus, if like thy ſire, 
Fame and true glory” s with thy mind inſpire, 


By fortitude alone evinc'd in woe, 


Illuſtrious as that ſire art thou to grow: 

A monarch's name but ill that prince beſeems 
Whom fortune has long nurs'd with kindlieſt beams: 
Thou therefore be of hope; for not in vain 5 
Theſe griefs ſhalt thou endure: if Jove but deign 
Thy piety's reward : he will, he muſt, 

Or heaven's dread fire no longer ſhall be juſt. 


*Tis deſtin'd thy lov'd ſhore thou ſhalt behold, 


And ſee the volume of thy fame unfold : 
Remember then, how once thyſelf waſt made 


In agony to groan, bereft of aid. 
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« And* * happy, thrice,” I cried,” © thrice happy thoſe, 


1 


40 


«6 


66 


14 


The reſidue i is clear. fore 5 will I ſpeak, 
Which ratified, the godhead dares not break.” p 


* Th1s heard, 10 dumb awhile I lay ſupine, 
While pregnant hope and joy, the words divine 
Soon pour'd into my ſoul :' nor knew I then 
Thoſe terrors which, when gods to mortal men 
Even graciouſly deſcend, ere the hair, 
Or ſtagnate round the heart, life? s current there: 
But tranquilly I roſe, outſtretch'd my hands, 
Adoring, and half proſtrate on the ſands. 


BOOK 11. 
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* AND now, through all my frame, quite chang'd, there ran 


An energy that made me more than man. 

A ſource of wiſdom, ſacred and refin'd, 

Pour'd its celeſtial influence on my mind. 

My ſhepherd's daily taſk reſign'd I bore ; 

And what I could not change, bewail'd no. more. 
Yet ſomething till I lack'd: the ſweet reſource 
Of reading to divert reflection's force. 


On whom their partial fate this boon. beſtows. 


For though on coaſts, from home far diſtant thrown. 


They find a conſtant friend in books alone. 
Let ſuch weigh, therefore, lots, and freely then. 
Be, if they can be ſo, unbappy men.” 
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« With many a heart-felt pang thus ſadly fraught, 

As once I chanc'd to roam, indulging thought,  - gro 
4 Deep in a darkſome ſhade, behold there ſtood, 

Half hid and half obſerv'd, within the wood, 

© A venerable ſage, whoſe earneſt look, 

Not heeding me, was fix d upon a book. 


4 UN us'p, ſince firſt in this forlorn abode, 

* In bondage I had dragg'd life's cumberous load, 

Man's countenance to ſee, except thoſe few, 

That ſharing my fad fate were captives too, | 

With wonder ſtruck, I gaz'd. His milk-white beard 

In ſhining waves below his waſte appear'd. 420 
A ſilver hue had bloſſom'd o'er his head, 8 
And graceful ſeem'd his ſtature as he read. 

A ruddy bluſh of health ſuffus'd his cheeks, 

Deep glowing as when firſt Aurora breaks, 

We quickly meet. The ſage with courteous look 

Saluting, greeted and my hand he ſhook : 

Then affable, while mute myſelf admire 


a a a * a Lag * 


* 


His graceful utterance, thus began the ſire:“ 


8 ALL hail, my ſon,” * he cried :? © whence comes it, lay, 
That thus thou wander'ſt here in mean array? 7 4.39 
«© For ſurely, or I err, thy looks confeſs 
A birth ſuperior to ſuch homely dreſs. | 

| I 2 e 
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«« Be comforted if ſo, thy griefs make known, 
And fay, why in theſe wilds thou roam'ſ alone?“ 


« Wirn ſwelling heart I haſten, and declare 
e ſtory of my paſt and preſent care; 
Then thus in turn: And thou, O father, deign 
To tell me why thou tread'ſt this deſert prank 
For ſure, not mortal features now I ſee, 
„Nor beams a human countenance in thee.” 
Thus I; and TexmosIRIs then began: 
For by that name was call'd the holy man.“ 


„% W1irtn freedom aſk, nor anfwer be denied,” 
* Thus blandiſhing, the reverend ſeer replied.” 
„ Behold, my ſon, ſequeſter'd half from fight, 
In yon? receſs a towering temple's height. 
«« *Fis there, to PHoeBus, pious vows I pay, 
With oxen offer'd up from day to day; 
And ever as the bleeding victims fall, 
With facred hymns for Es vyr's welfare call. 
Nor need'ſt thou aſk, for whom this pious. care 


«66 


Devolv'd on me, I pour out thus my prayer.. 
% great SesosTRITS' piety we owe 


„This temple facred to the SILVEE Bow.” 
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H ſpoke, and leading forward on the way, 
The dome and holy altar I ſurvey. 

« Of ſhining marble built, the ſtructure roſe, 
And columns doubly rang'd the ſpace encloſe. 


* 


* 


A 


"Twas there, the memory of paſt griefs forgot, 


* Reſiding, I long bleſs'd my happy lot; - 211466; ho 
For TexMos1IR1s ſtrove with every care 
My fainting ſoul to ſoothe, and chaſe deſpair : 
Nor unſucceſsful ſtrove ; for ſure I thought 
« Whate'er he faid, a god his utterance taught. 
The memory of events ſo well he woke, 
That time long paſt ſeem'd preſent as he ſpoke. 
Nor ſkilful leſs the future to unfold, 
Things not yet come to pafs the ſage foretold; 
„And though with ſhining talents thus endow'd, 
« Yet did his mind reſpect the common crowd; 470 
And never view averſe the meaneſt ſwain, 
Or diſapprove the paſtimes of the plain. 
© The elder grave with grave diſcourſe he won, 
And pleas'd with kindlieſt courteſy the young: 
Nor had he, I ſoon found, the region through, 


One enemy who was not virtue's too. 


* AnD now, fince in her tutelary care 
Heaven's all propitious Maip had heard my prayer; 


© 


© Her 
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Her gracious power I bleſs, and thus exclaim :* 
O Ter wmosIRrs, fire in all but name, 480 
In thy great love, the gods, propitious ſend, 
To guard me from all harm, a ſecond friend, 


For, by thy counſels taught, I droop no more, 


Though treading in hard bonds a foreign ſhore ; 


But reconciled to life with all its cares, 


«Cc 


No longer now my ſuffering ſoul deſpairs.” 
Loox liv'd I tranquil thus; employ by day 

Chas'd every black deſponding thought away, 

And when to taſte the joys of balmy ſleep, 

At evening to their cots came home my ſheep, 490 
With each deſcending ſun J ſought the ſeer, FE, 
And deem'd the moments flow till night drew near. 

Cloſe by ſome ſpreading holm, our ſeat we made, 

While o'er us the pale moon her beams diſplay'd ; 


When Linvs like, the ſage with accent ſweet, 
Strains by himſelf compos'd would now repeat; 


And now, of other bards the labour pour 

Whom Pnokgus' breath had warm'd in days of yore: 
Warm'd equally myſelf, I drink the lay, fa 
And deem the night too fleetly rolls away, 500 
And ſtranger to ſoft ſleep, ſo pleas'd my ear! 


Chide the ſwift wheels of time when day draws near. 


Bur 
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Bur far beyond my utmoſt power to praiſe 


Went ſo divine a bard's heaven-prompted lays ; 
For round him, when at night's approach he threw, 
His ſhining, his full robe of milky hue, 


And ſweetly touch'd his harp, the lion's growl, 
Tyger's fierce roar, and wolf's emaciate howl, 
Were heard no more; nor raviſh'd leſs with {kill, 
Great like a god's, the ſtars of heaven ſtood ſtill, 
The ſatyrs left their groves, and dancing round, 


In wanton circles, liſten'd to the ſound. | 
The trees themſelves ſeem'd mov'd ; for loftieſt Iays 
Employed the holy man, who ſung the praiſe 


Of mighty chiefs deceas'd in virtue's cauſe ; 
The deathleſs patriot's meed ; the bard's applauſe ; 
The righteous dealing gods; and living name 


Of men, that ſcorning eaſe, have toiled for fame. 


* Witn ftrong perſuaſion oft the ſeer would ſay:“ 
My ſon be bold, nor let affliction's ſway 

Thofe deeds renown'd prevent, my ſoul foreſees 
Ere long ſhall crown thy worth, as heaven decrees. 
For ne'er the immortal god, whoſe will is juſt, 
Thy fire, nor yet thyſelf, if ſtill thou truſt 


On heaven for aid, and invocate its Care, 
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Shall outs with woes he gives not 2 Meng to bear. 
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% And lo! a deed great Jove | himſelf inſpires! 


© This ſolitude ſome forming hand requires: 
That forming hand be thine : The god of Day, | 
A bright example, points thee out the way, $30 


„With love of ſong, and uſeful arts adorn 
„This ſteril land, thus ruefully forlorn, 
„ And hear what PyuogBus did in days. of old; 


i A ſtory by 'THESSALIAN ſwains ſtill told, 


„IN vain, AyoLLa urg'd his cheering ray 
To heaven's high zenith through the track of day; 
In vain bade nature with his influence ſmile, 


« And yearly heap'd the plains with CE RES ſpoil : 
„ The THUNDERER ſtill from burning Ex NA drew 
His flaming bolts, which high in air he threw, 5 540 


„% Grim. VuLcan's cyclop train, whoſe toil ſupplied | 


His forky fates, could ſcarce the god provide. 
With mighty force hurl'd furious from on high, 
„They cleave the impaſſive azure of the ſky ; 
And darting down on earth, deſtroy the plain, 
And promiſe it had given the labouring ſwain, 


This PnoEeBus ſaw, and . vengeance long forbore ; 
But wrath ſuppreſs'd, inflam'd the godhead more: 
At laſt, unable to reſtrain his ire, 


> 4 


Spite of the force of heaven's almighty fire, 550 


« From 
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From high OLyMevs* top, he wing'd his flight : 
Nor ſtay'd the godhead's courſe till full in ſight 
„Of SiciLy he drew, when giving o'er 

His ſwift atrial ſpeed, he trod the ſhore. 


66 APPROACHING now in view, the godhead came, 
„Of burning ETxa, white. with liquid flame: 
„By fits, the belching mountain roars within, 

« And echoing ſounds return the dreadful din. 


* 


Aloft then borne in air, broad ſtreams aſpire 
Of glowing cinders mix d with fluid fire. 560 
„ Deep in her ſcorching womb, the ardent god, 
His cyclop-train commanding, gives the nod. 


On ſounding anvils ponderous hammers fall : 


* 


The dreadful noiſe would human ears appal. 

The train, obſerved by Prog BUs now drawn near; — 
With many a dart transfix d, and many a ſpear, 
They ſtrew their ſooty cave: the god again, 
„On ſounding pinion, ſeeks the ætherial plain. 


6 Hin, VuLcan: follow'd ſtraight, enrag'd to view 

The inflicted. vengeance, and his proſtrate | crew, 570 
The power ignipotent, with fury ſped, | 

„% 'To heaven's high arch, though limping was his tread : 


* 


« 


And ſlowly drawing near the OLyMPian grove, 
With loud complaint, invades the ear of Jove. 
| K Ne 
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„The indignant father, with a whirlwind's force 
++ Precipitates the offender's head-long courſe— 
„ Downward he fell: the rude TnESSALIAN hoſt. 
Received him on their hoſpitable coaſt. 5 


„Or all his rays thus fpoil'd, the god of Day 
For means of life and mercenary pay, $80 
„ Of king ADMETvUs, join'd the menial train 
To tend his flocks, and lead them o'er the plain. 

With {kill divine, his high deſcent unknown. 

++ He drew forth the foft flute's enchanting tone, 
„That from each region round him, caus'd the ſwains 

To troop in crouds, and liſten to his ſtrains. 

„ Cloſe by the ſhady fide of murmuring ſtreams 

In ſilence they repos d, while godlike themes 

Flow'd graceful from his tongue. Fhe ſylvan throng, 

Till then unpractis'd in the charms. of ſong, 48590 


Had led a ſavage life, nor knew they more 4 
Than but to watch and milk their woolly ſtore. 


| To ev'ry fwain, the illuſtrious ſtranger taught, 
| By golden rules, with ſtrong perſuaſion fraught, 
| | „What arts embelliſh life; and how the plain 

i | ++ To honours of old date might riſe again. 
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{a He ſung the various flowers that bloom in Spring; 
ſt The fragrant ſcents exhaling from her wing; 
| | 
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„ The grateful ſhade; when Sol's declining ray 

«© In ocean ſunk, concludes the ſultry day; 300 
„The welcome zephyrs, pleaſing to the ſwain, 

„And midnight dews that wet the thirſty plain; 

The ripen'd fruits that, pouring from her womb 

When every field is fluſh'd with golden bloom, 

«© Reward the labouring hind; and laſt, my ſon, 

Of winter's ſocial eaſe the god begun, 


* 


„When gathering round their hearths in converſe ſweet, 
Their rural tales of love the ſwains repeat ; 
Or, ſummer's pleaſing paſtimes half renew'd, 

With mirthful ſong and dance the day conclude. 610 


„ Ar laſt the bard, with heaven - inſtructed tongue. 
Of ſhady groves, and murmuring rivers ſung ; 
«« Of frowning woods that clothe the mountain's brow 


0 


— 


A 
* 


Whoſe ſhelving ſides yet never felt the plough ; 


Or hollow vales, where, winding to and fro” 


In ſportive ſtreams, a thouſand channels flow: 
„And teaching virtue too, his lay made known, 
How bleſt the rural life, and tha? alone! 

« Ye ſwains, he cried, purſue the advice I give 


„% And free from every care in future live; 620 
From every care and dread, a horrid train ! 
* That brood, where cities ſpread their wide domain. 
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ll ED Os 
| His precepts, with deep thought the ſhepherds weigh'd, 
| | They heard his counſels, and the god obey'd; 
li When ſoon their huts attracted in a throng, 
[| ; 80 wonderous the great force of heaven-born ſong t | 
| LE 1 Joys, unmix'd with guilt, as never ſpring 
I; Beneath the gilded cielings of a king. 
1 | '* Divinely taught, they bend the ſtubborn bow, 
I And ſtretch the panting ſtag in death below: 630 
0 „Or bathe their ſupple joints with ſoftening oil; 
| «« To ſcower the plain, and urge the racer's toil. 
1 | 80 great the change, that Jove himſelf looks down 
1 | With envious eye on Trurs$ALy's renown... 
'W To quiet then his fears, and leſt to men 
bj The golden age fhould wing her flight agen, 
if _ He bids ſwift-winged HERMES ſeek the plain, 
0 | And ſummon Pnrotsus back in heaven to reign.” 
i ö 
. HxRE ceas'd the ſage his tale, and thus went on:“ 
«« Behold, my ſon, the magic power of ſong. -:). "go" 
Be then inſtructed, and employ the means, 
Like Pnorzus to ſubdue theſe ſavage ſcenes. 
++ Like him, the charms of melody impart ; 
Aſſuage the rough, and bend the unpractis'd . 
In alt her native charms be virtue ſhown ; 
Nor bounding here thy praiſe, make fully known 
28 In 
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„In ſolitude, how ſweet are joys refin'd, 
That recreate at once and form the mind. 
„While youth and this thy ſervitude allow, 
Relax with rural ſcenes thy thoughtful brow : 6550 
„ For oh! too rapidly comes on the day, 

„When ſeated on thy throne with regal ſway, 

VUnnumber'd cares, thoſe birds that flap their wings, 

«© And haunt the morn and midnight ſleep of kings, 

„In bitterneſs of ſoul ſhall make thee wail 


* 


The ſolid, the true joys that here prevail.“ 


WITH this, he ſtretch'd his hand man take, my fon, 
«© This flute,” * he cried? be now thy taſk begun.” | 
I bow'd reſpectful, and in haſte obey'd ; | 


$ Receiv'd the gift, applied my lips and play d. 660 — 


' So ſweet my fong, that ſoon o'er all the plain EE l 
The nymphs and ſwains would come, a joyful train! b 
And fix'd and motionleſs begird me round, EE I 
* And loſt in tranſport hang upon the found ; 1 1 15 | l 
And leave their flocks to roam where'er they choſe ; | i 


9 And pleas'd, forget the night, and due repoſe. 


Nor longer ſeem'd the wild, a ſavage place, | 1 i 
Or barbarous, as till then, the ruſtic race; wed | = 


And ſurely too, I thought, my ſoftening ſtrain 
* Seem'd fertilizing too the rigid plain. 
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© Witu ſacred homage: oft we met to pay 
Our praiſes to the bounteous god of Day; . 
And cloſe beſide the temple, took our ſtand 
With laurel crowns, and victims in our hand. 
The approving godhead liſtens to our ſtrains, 
And teeming” plenty crowns the alter'd plains. 


Ou worſhip o'er, the banquet we prepare; 

And rang'd in order, our ſweet viands ſhare: 

Our beverage is the cool tranſlucent ſtream; 
And milk of goats thick mantled o'er with cream. 680 
Delicious fruits their luſcious taſte afford, [ 

And figs and raiſins ſpread the verdant board: 

Along the flowery turf, diſſolv'd in eaſe 

The feſtival we ſhare - while tufted trees 

High overcharg*d above, project a ſhade, 

More grateful than what kings, in pomp. array'd, 

Hard lot impos'd by heaven. on all the great ! 

Derive from gilded canopies of ſtate. 


Bur what conduc'd ſtill more to ſpread my name 
Through EC vr, and increaſe my growing fame, 690 
Was, that by furious appetite made bold, | 7 
A ſhaggy lion once attack'd my fold. . f 
A dreadful carnage ſoon the beaſt began, 


And round him, the wide torrent, ſtreaming ran. 


«* Undaunted 


I lay the panting ſavage thrice along ; 

And thrice he ſprings again provok'd the more; 

While ev'ry diſtant hill returns his roar. | 
His next aſſault I wait; and ruſhing in q 
* Around him, with ſtrong graſp, my arms I fling ; £ 8 ( 
* And ſtraining to ſtop up the valves of breath, | 
* My youthful nerves prevail: he writhes in death. 710 _ | 
My fellow ſwains draw near: the beaſt F iflnp, - FE; it 
My undiſputed prize to bear away. | 
While all with one accord their with declare; l 


—— 


Since the wide wildernefs firſt heard me ſigh; 

But ſoon, this fight, xeported by the ſwains, oe 

Through Ever, their great monarch's ear attains ; N 
5 | : p Who 
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L Undaunted I myſelf, and bold of look, 

My only weapon ſeize—my ſhepherd's crook : 
The ſavage's large eye-balls darting, beam 
With blood, and flame beſhot, a dreadful gleam. 
He ſlaughters, yet not long the prey beſtrides ; 


1 
8 — 0 N — — 5 
- p ” , . _— 
2 - — — — — "a. 4 . ——- lh lf hl e 2 
— '” » — "3s * 


But laſhing with a length of tail his ſides, ee ee 
Makes furious at my throat; I breathe a prayer | N 


* To PaLLas and ApoLLo's guardian care, 
And difappoint his aim: by heaven made ſtrong 


And round my loins, the hide I yield to wear. 


- 
—— — 3 
— 8 n n + * 


A tedious ſpace of time had now gone by, 


A 


I? 
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Who learns too that a ſlave, in waſtes forlorn, 


Had bid the golden age again be born. oc wit vt" 
« He ſent, and found the double rumour- true: 3% 
Before him, by command, I ſtand anew: 


« Benignant to my ſuit he lent an ear; 1 0 * 25 
* I ſpoke, and when I ſpoke, made truth appear. 
on MeTornts a doom his judgment laid, 
Who for his deed perfidious dearly paid; 
« Stripp*d of his ill got treaſure, and till death | 


« Sentenc'd in galling fetters to draw breath. 


Wien generous friendſhip then, SEsosRIS fraught, 
« Strove to efface, he ſaid, his recent fault; 730 
When, on a favourite he firſt plac'd ſuch truſt, 1 
Thought honeſt eber due proof had ſtamp'd him juſt; 5 
And granting ſhips and men, a well arm'd force, I 
For Ir ACA reſolv'd to ſpeed my courſe : 
And now, already floating in the bay, 


His armament prepares to cut its way. 
Already in my mind, the ſuitor train 

* Oblations to juſt vengeance preſs the plain. 
] meditate my life, in wonder loſt, 


The ſport of fortune's breath ſo often toſt, '; +240 
And, „ ſurely,” I exclaim,* if thus the Power 
«« Can into good, convert my adverſe hour, 
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% My father, though now .doom'd by heaven to groan 

% Far diſtant from his country, ſpouſe, and throne, 

And MENTOR, both alike, theſe eyes of mine 
Once more may ſee, onee more my arms entwine.“ 

* Ye witneſs the dire malice of my fate, 

Still following me behind with deadly hate 

Ves but with this let me conclude the tale, 


* And o'er my remnant ſorrows draw a veil, 750 
Suppreſſing what enſued, when full of years, 
SESOSTR1s felt the fatal S1sTER's ſhears. 


* 


© *Tis true he dies, and EG vr ſheds a flood, 
Bewailing her ſad loſs with tears of blood. 
Their father, king, and friend, alas! no more 
United in diſtreſs the hoſt deplore ; 

With wringing hands directed to the ſky. 

In bitterneſs of ſoul the aged cry: 


« Through time's long progreſs back, has Ecyer's plain 

So juſt a king ne er known nor ſhall again“. 760 
« While with till louder ſighs, the young exclaim:“ 
Our Ecver's very hope, her ſtrength and name, 

© Like ſome huge rock from its foundation torn, 
And headlong to the unfathomed bottom borne, 
Is wholly done away: Nor you, ye old, 
„With countenance like ours his death be told. 

© « Your 
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« Your lives have almoſt wholly paſſed away, 
« And every bleſſing felt that crown'd his ſway. 
« But we, alas! not ſo. So hard our doom! 


c6 


1 


SESOSTRIS we have ſeen, to know far more 
His virtues, and their loſs whole years deplore.“ 
Bur nothing this diſtreſs, to what the train, 
That liv'd beneath their monarch's roof ſuſtain. | 
Within his palace walls a while confin'd, 


They pour the tear, ſhut up from all mankind ; 


* Then join the gloomy croud, that following flow | 


The monarch's bier behind, in order go. 

Thick blackening forty days the public way, 

« Ere yet his lifeleſs corſe in earth they lay, 
From EcvyrT's diſtant bounds, the people throng, 

And to his vault funeral ruſh along ; 

+ While on their hearts his image All engrave ; - 

And ſuch the love of ſome! they call—they rave 

Around the cloſing tomb, and glad to lie 

Near his lov'd corſe, would think it joy to die. 


* Wails EcverT's ſtate I ponder'd thus diſtreſt, 
Me likewiſe, many a pang of ſoul oppreſt ; 
For Bocchokls, on EcyeT's throne now plac'd, 
„Was with black crimes of every ſort debas'd ; 


In tendereſt youth's firſt ſpring, and nature's bloom, 
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And METOꝶ EIS, now free, eſſay d again 


My freedom to abridge, nor that in vain. 
The bark, allotted late to bear me o'er, 


* 


At anchor floated near -PELUs1UM's ſhore, 
Where overwhelm'd with fear, a conſtant prey 


« To numerous anxious thoughts, I made my ſtay ; 


And waited, unappriz'd of heaven's decree, 
The king's commands to weigh, and cleave the ſea ; 


When, by fierce ruffians, once more dragg'd along, 


A 


All by their tyrant arm'd with cruel power, 


- 


h — 


— 


Hal'd was I to PeLusuM's ſea-beat tower. 
Repvuc'p again to moum, . Oh heaven,” . cry, 
„What future ſcenes are left me now to try?” 

In vain I thought my griefs had all been o'er, 


And fate poſſeſs'd no ſting to wound me more: 
With eyes inceſſant faſten'd on the main, 
I look, and ſigh for liberty in vain : 


Againſt the rock, on which my priſon roſe, 


Exhauſt its idle rage, and oft ſurvey, 


Expos'd amid the dangerous watery way, 


Some tempeſt-beaten bark with gaping ſeams 


* » 


Wide drinking at each guſt the invading ſtreams : 
1 | Es ee, 


And METoents himſelf amid the throng, 800 


I view the ocean, white as winter's ſnows, 810 
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I ſee, and pity not their fearful doom, | x 
© Their near impending wreck, and yawning tomb, 

But: happy men?” *« exclaim,* your worſt of woe 
{+ Is overhanging death, and that you know. 

Soon, therefore, your misfortunes will you end, 

"mo Or ſafe on your paternal ſhores deſcend :. TI) 820 ; 
„While I am here ſhut up, my. fate ſo hard! 
No leſs from death than liberty debarr'd.” 


« WaiLE thus in vain complaint I pour'd my. ſoul, 
And down my cheek the tear inceſſant ſtole, 
My eye, that to the deep I kept ſtill turn'd, 
At length, a diſtant grove of maſts diſcern'd, 
With numerous ſails, like pebbles on the ſhore, 
The ſea's broad ſurface ſoon was cover'd o'er ; 
« The fretful wave, in many a furrow broke, 
Buy daſhing oars, grew white beneath the ſtroke.” 830 
„What now is to take place, ye gods!“ I cried,” 1 
« And how my final lot will heaven decide?” 
. Scarce thus had 1 begun „ when ſudden cries 
From EcyeT upward ſent, aſſail the ſkies :? 
„ To arms! to arms |” . exclaim the affrighted hoſt, 
And thicken in large bands along the coaſt. 


* AND now, obſerving well the flags they bore, 
. At once could I diſcern that CVrRs' ſhore | : 
Had 
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Had ſent abroad its force, with TyRE combin'd ; 
For wandering, my dear native land to find, 
Long exerciſed, as then I ſtood, in cares, 

Some knowledge had I gain'd of ſea affairs. 
With eager expectation ſtill I ſtood 

Remarking the tall fleet, a waving wood, 

Which now with haulſers in the port ſecur'd, 
Cloſe at the baſe of MEgemenis* bulwarks moor'd. 


3 


Tux faction that had ſummon'd to their ſhore 
The CV RIAN and PHOENICIAN forces o'er, 


No ſooner their friends? landing ſaw made good, 

But cloſing with the reſt in battle ſtood, 8 50 | 
Thus proving that the tyrant's furious might 1 | l 
Had kindled the fierce flame of civil fight. — 
Like MARS, the ty rant monarch I beheld, | | | 
Firſt of his troops to, daring deeds impell'd. 1 þ 


Aa 


N 


Reſolv'd to gain the field, or elſe expire, 
His ſole example fill'd his troops with fire. 
He led them on with ſhouts ; a purple flood 


Flow'd where he mov'd, while ſtagnant clots of blood 


Still more and more ſtopp'd up his chariot wheels, 
Whoſe courſers while laſh'd forward o'er the fields, 860 „ 
Could hardly here and there impel their way, 

Heap'd up in ſuch huge piles the ſlaughter'd lay! 


* 
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Bur dreadful while he ſcour'd the ranks of fight, 
And almoſt ſeem'd' a god to mortal fight, 


| Deſpair was on his brow : like ſome proud ſteed 


That long has ranged at large the flowery mead ; ? 
Untaught to yield obedience, or ſubmit Vf 


His maſter's hand confeſs, or own the bit. 


And whoſe hot courage only ſpurs him on, | 
Intemperately brave and raſhly ſtrong. 1.415 e tap 


Nor, that while thus he rag'd, the tyrant's mind 
Was of right reaſon's gifts, devoid or blind : 

His faculties were ſtrong, nor leſs, I thought, 

His prudence than great courage might have wrought : 
But never had he felt misfortune's force, 

That teacher of mankind, and wiſdom's ſource ! 

The inſtructors of his youth, with flattering praiſe 
Had poiſon'd to their ſpring his earlier days. 

Taught as he was that to his will and [way 
No ſubject but ſhould * ively give way. 2 oo 


« MEANWHILE with mutual ſtrength the battle rag d, 
And hoſt encountering hoſt, untir'd engaged, 

Till Boccyosis* fate weigh'd down the ſcale. 
(What valour, if Jove frown, can man avail ) 
Conflicting with whole bands, and facing all, 

A death but ill deſerv'd, I ſaw him fall. 


A TyRIAaN 
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* A TYRIAN his well pointed javelin flung, 


The javelin found his mouth, and pierc'd his tongue ; 


The ſlacken'd traces ſcape his failing hands; 


He totters, and falls proſtrate on the ſands. 890 | 
The affrighted courſers bruiſe his batter'd brain, 
While at their heels they' drag him o'er the plain. 


E * Diſmay'd the EcyeTians fly; the hoſt ruſh in 

5 1 With renovated cries, and ſpoil the king: 

: Their ſevering faulchions part the neck in two, 
; And ſtreaming while held up to public view 

, 3 _ © His mangled head appears; the conquering crowd i 
3 * Inſult the ghaſtly ball, and ſhout aloud. 1 
: * As long as vital warmth my frame ſupplies, : 1 

B Still will the dreadful ſight aſſail my eyes; = 900 | | 

| : | And freeze the ſtream of life. His clotted beard l 
5 With ropy gore defac'd, deform'd, and ſmear'd 5 0 
2 His eye-balls that dread fight! but ſhut in part, 1 
; | With ſhivering horrors ſmote the braveſt heart! | 
; + His ghaſtly looking ſkull, as ſuch ſcarce known, 

Made up of mingled brains, with blood and bone 

. His mouth, of which the livid lips yet ſtirr'd 

- q And quiver'd as to ſpeak the intended word! 

I * In fine, his horrid countenance too well, 


In my revolting mind, will deeply dwell ; _ 910 
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And by his fortune taught, if e'er again 

My native clime I breathe, and live to reign, 
For ever ſhall I think that he alene, 
Who bleſſes thoſe he rules, deſerves his throne. 


* How muſt it not, alas! afflict the mind, 


Whoſe pity mourns the woes of human kind. 
That he who fills a throne ſhould ſo debafe 


* His elevated ſeat, and godlike place, 
As with inhuman zeal, and impious pains 


* To turn into wide waſtes exulting plains, 
And deſolate the land oer which he reigns. 


END OF BOOK II, 
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Sven wonder as to tell no words ſuffice, 

When PnotBus his inſpiring flame denies, 

While Irnacus thus ſpoke, with paſſion join'd, 

Invaded the love- ſickening goddeſs mind. 
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And more ſhe might have ſeen ; for ſo- the youth, 
With diffidence, with doubt and modeſt truth, 
Related his paſt faults that all her train, 


4 


Who filent as dark night's meridian reign 


Were fix'd on what he ſpoke, nor like their queen 


With love alone beheld his outward mein, 10 
Contemplated the heroe's godlike mind 


Pre-eminently rais'd o'er human kind, 


And whiſper'd thus in turn: s Was ever known 
* A boſom ſo mature in wiſdom grown ! 


A deity he ſeems, or more than man! 


Thus they; when in theſe words the dame began: 


. Cox TIN uE, and make known, my ſon,” ſhe cries, 
For ſee with what ſwift pace already flies 
Night's half conſum'd career, - your wonderous tale, 


* 


Ere o'er your ſenſe oblivious fleep prevail. 

J long to know how turn'd the ſeale of fate, 

* And free at length from bonds and EcvyrT's ſtate, 
Your guardian how you found, from whom when torn. 
Such ample cauſe you had his loſs to mourn,” 


* 


SHE ſpoke, and thus T ELEMACHUS obey' d: l 
The tyrant lain, his army fled diſmay'd, 
And yielding, the victorious bands proclaim'd 
Another in his ſtead, TERMVrIs nam'd. 1 


With 
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With him the auxiliar troops in friendſhip join'd, | 
« To concord the three realms in future bind: 20 


The priſoners, by SesosTRI1s* veſſels made, 
On board their country's fleet are ſafe convey'd, 
And I, eſteem'd of TyRE (for no one knew 
The ſtory of my birth, or thought it true); 
My priſon walls forſake, while hope again 

« Revives in my ſad ſoul her ſmiling reign. 


A 


A favouring wind already fills our fails ; 


P 


Chearful of heart we catch the auſpicious gales. 
* With ſounds of joy our ſeamen rend the ky, 
The coaſts of EcvyerT to their ſhouts reply. 40 


A thouſand floating frames inveſt the ſea; 
Behind us the flat ſhores receding flee. 
And now, all objects ſunk but main and ſky, 


8 
** 


— 


A vaſt expanſe of water meets the eye, 


O'er which, before the bounding gale we run, 


CY 


And ſpeed our courſe to meet the riſing ſun. 


* For riſing with full orb and glory bright, 
Illuſtrious 80 L now left the abode of night; 


- 0 


And iſſuing from the main, his radiant beams 
With golden colour'd light ſuffus'd the ſtreams : 20 
Far o'er the ſeas he ſhot his orient rays ; 
The diſtant weſtern {ky return'd his blaze; 
i a And 
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And the whole ocean's face, deep ting'd with day, 


Promis'd our numerous crews a proſperous way. 


© STRANGER as I had been in EcyyrT's land, 
„What wonder, if on board, of all our band 
Nor I myſelf knew one, nor one knew me: 
This circumſtance fail'd NARBAL not to ſee; 
And taking me aſide, the courteous man 


« With condeſcending kindneſs thus began :* | „„ 


To freedom though thou ſeeſt thyſelf reſtor'd, 
„What mean the looks thy downcaſt eyes afford ? 
« While every thing is mirth and paſtime here, 
Deep rooted | ſorrows on thy brow appear ; 
„ Beſides, thou ſeem'ſt unknown the crew among, 
Or if not ſo, thy countrymen wouldſt ſhun. 
Thy griefs then ſpeak at large, and truſt the hand 
„ Of NARBAL who commands this naval band, * 
„ Who worſhips the kind gods, and will apply _ 
„The cordial in his power if thou but ſigh : 70 
Ves, truſt the word I pledge, and let me know . 
„Thy parentage, thy name, and what thy woe,” 


* ENCOURAGED thus, and all things making known, 
Oh friend,” * I anſwered with a riſing groan,” + 
| | et 2 That 
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«© That ſorrow marks my countenance *tis true, 
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« For ſore affliction's pangs my ſoul ſubdue. 
„But here I ſtand, alas! howe'er forlorn, 
% No citizen of TyRE, no Tyrian born, 

«« Fate, that has hitherto with ruthleſs hand 
Cloſe follow'd me behind from ARGOS land, 
« As in a 'TYRIAN bark 1 urg'd my courſe, 


4 


« Croſs'd it with one from TREBES of greater force: : 
«© Since which unhappy day, my birth unknown, 
«© Heaven has both ſeen me weep, and heard me groan ; 


Long ſufferings, as a TyRIAN, have I paſs d, 
„% And as a TYRIAN, been redeem'd at laſt.” 


WII that, I told my FT and whence I came, 
My father's various toils and matchleſs name, 
The ſtory of my woes recounted o er, 
Since firſt for PyLe I left my native ſhore, EPR 90 
And finiſhing thus ſpake :* O friend, you ſec 
Before you an unhappy youth in me, 
„Who, mid his numerous griefs, will bleſs the day 
When to ſome Grecian ſhore heaven ſpeeds his way.“ 


* Wirtn tenderneſs of ſoul, with love ſincere, 
* The generous NARBAL to my {train gave ear, 
Thus anſwering when I ceas' d:? In full,” * he cried, , 


Shall NARBAL on thy piteous tale confide ; 
With 
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„ With admiration ſtruck, I view thy youth, 1955 
| « And mark thy features ſtamp'd, methinks with truth; 100 
4 For modeſty and worth, both imag'd there, 

| | Scarce leſs than could thy tongue that truth declare: 

„ 'Thole very gods beſide that NarBa L fears, 

Bid him compaſſionate thy tender years ; 

4 . youth, my heart is thine, and therefore know 

jj «© (The firſt great proof of love that heart can ſhow) 

What now I am to tell, which ſee thou ſtore, _ 

7 e Cloſe in thy heart when once thou treadſt our ſhore.“ 
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* 


WIr eagerneſs to this, Fear not, I cried,” 


. 


LE 


That to my heart whatever thou confide, 110 
This tongue, which may be thought, perhaps, too weak 
For ſecrecy's great taſk, will ever ſpeak. 


40 


40 


O NARBAL, that my years as yet are few, 
And inexperience great, I grant is true; 
Vet truſt me, nor conceive the boaſt too bold, 

In ſecrecy, I think myſelf grown old.“ 


Lo 


To which, thus NarBar ſpake: Even this, my ſon, 

Though ſeldom it endows a mind ſo young, „ 

In full will I believe: but let me firſt 

, + Enquire, by what ſage tutors early nurſt, i 120 
This quality, in age itſelf ſo rare, 
„ Gain'd only by long uſe, and kept with care, 


o 
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40 And 
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And deſtitute of which, abſurd and vain 


Even wiſdom muſt appear, your youth could gain 299 


— 


1 heard, and thus replied :' ©* My fire, when bound 
For PHRYGI1A, whoſe proud walls yet ſtrew the ground, 


Took me, as I was told, a helpleſs child 


In his fond arms, and heavy while J ſmil'd, 
Thus vented his fond ſtrain : And oh, he cried, 


Though dearer, my lov'd ſon, than all beſide 
The univerſe can give, I prize thy name, 
And almoſt for thy ſake would give up fame, 
Yet may I never ſee thy eyes again, 


But ATRoeos cut ſheer thy thread in twain. 


Inglorious mayſt thou fall depriv'd of breath, 
And unlamented glut the graſp of death, 
A vulgar fate! as parted in the field 


Vile poppies to the trenchant fickle yield] 


Before me, and thy anxious mother too, 
May unrelenting foes thy life purſue, 

If defliny decrees that guilt or pride 

Shall ever thy fair name and youth betide. 


Take, take him, went he on, yes, take him, friends, 


For only on your zeal his fate depends : 


His infancy protect, and teach him well 


That real conqueror's part, himſelf to quell : 
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But, rather than all elſe, oh make him juſt, 
And able to retain deputed truſt. | 
Who iii famous with fraud prophanes his tongue, 
Though ranking with mankind is ſurely none; 150 


Nor he to govern fit, that wiſdom's ſchool 


Has not inſtructed yet his ſpeech to rule. 


„ Tuvs ſpoke,” -* 1 fad,” « my fire; and fince with zeal 


Un wearied, have his friends ſo made me feel 


Their import, that now *grav'd his words remain 

In the cloſe volume of my faithful brain: 

Nor of their cares, was this, dear friend, the whole; 

To ſecrecy, by uſe, they form'd my ſoul ; 

And ſeeing me now man, reveal'd the pain 

And wiſhes of revenge they breath'd in vain, 160 
Beholding, as they did, my mother's charms, 

Woo'd daily with ſtrong ſuit to luſtful arms. 


To manhood's ripe eſtate *twas thus I grew 

For ſooner than man's ſtrength my limbs. ell knew, 
Their ſchemes they let me know, their hopes and fears, 
However young my mind, and few my years. 5 
Truſt of ſuch kind, with pleaſure J receiv'd, | 
And more, much more than man, myſelf believ'd ; 
While honour'd, as I was, I ſhunn'd with care 


Their flattery, who oft urg'd me to declare, 170 
a Tf 
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If haply I could tell what means might gain 
My mother her raſh ſuitor's vows to deign ; 

And ev'ry artful mode effay'd, to wind 

For what they wiſh'd to know, my tender mind : 
But to be ſecret, well the way. I knew, 

And not betray my truſt, yet anſwer too.” 


WIEN NaARBAL, with aſtoniſhment, exclaim'd :* 


* 
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cc 


Oh happy youth, he ſaid,” be juſtly nam'd 
What IT HAcus deſir'd thou mightſt be found, 
When to the friends his perſon gathering round, 
Thy childhood, with paternal care, he gave, 

And wiſh'd that at heaven's will, an early grave 


A Might of his houſe's glory hide the ſhame, 


Were guiltineſs reſerv'd to blot thy name. 

By ſuch a fire, my ſon, held juſtly dear, 

How great muſt not thy debt to heaven appear 
For thou, while in the paths of pleaſure led, 
Our youth to ſhame and death too often tread, 
Waſt counſell'd, thy life's bright career to bend 
Through footſteps. that to Virtue's dwelling tend. 
Thrice happy ſuch a ſon! and happy they | 
Reſerv'd for ſuch a ſon's ſuperior ſway ! 0 

For every bleſſing ſurely they muſt know, 
Pour'd down from heay'n's great king on man below. 
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Such once PHOEN IIA knew; and ſtill, my ſon, 
„Though tyranny's pale ſway has now begun 
Her ravagement accurs'd, enough remains, — 
„ Shewing what ſhe has been through all her 7 
4 To every nation round ſhe deals out law; 


EY Her navies, the wide world inſpire with awe; | 200 


And plowing ocean's womb where' er, on ſhores, 


« Acceſſible, with refluent waves he roars, | 
Her ſhips purſue their courſe to ſeas where riſe | 
ee PILL ARS that ſupport the diſtant ſkies. 


« 'TRUE is it, that long ſince, SEsos TRI S' powers, 
« With dreadful fury arm'd, aſſail'd her towers; | 
„ When, yielding to his might, PRnOENICIA ſwore 
„Of tribute to pay down a yearly ſtore: 

But now, we ſcorn that impoſt ; and again | 
Glad independence once more lifts her reign. 29 7 210 

AND wonder how all joins our fame to raiſe, 
Far higher than the lot of former days; 

«« Since our proud conquerors once, thou knowſt of late 
Beſought us to befriend their wretched ſtate. 

To them, my ſon, what Joy ! And oh, what fame 
Thus added to PHoENICIA's matchleſs name! 
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% Bor cruel fate,” *<.he. cried,” while thus our land 


Sets other nations free from ſlavery's band. 
Ourſelves beneath her weight are forc'd to bend” 
He ſpoke, and ſcarce for tears his ſpeech could end. 
From fell Py@MaLion's graſp, our cruel king, 
Heaven keep thee ſafe beneath its ſheltering wing. 
His cruel hand unſheath'd the guilty knife, | 
And his own ſiſter's huſband ſpoil'd of life: 


Since which, the unhappy dame, eſcap'd from TVRE, 


With vows to heaven that ſaw her lord expire, 
On Arxic's diſtant coaſt has built a ſtate, 
Call'd CARTHAGE, a new realm already great. 


«© MEANWHILE the tyrant's ſoul a conſtant prey 
To avarice ſerpent-tooth, and gloomy ſway, 

Sits dragon-like faſt clos'd within its den, 
Shunning the light of heaven, and face of men. 


Does wealth, the well earn'd meed of previous toil, 


Procure beneath one roof its owner's ſmile ?— 


"Tis there, alas! a crime of odious kind, 
And how to ſeize- that wealth employs his mind. 
His hands, in fine, invade the rich man's ſtores ; 
Nor leſs than where her gifts kind Fortune pours, 
Aim to deſpoil ſtill more the already poor; 
And none are from his harpy fangs ſecure. 
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„A greater crime than this PrHoENICIa knows: 
That ſubject, whoſe pure breaſt with virtue glows, 
„ PyGMALION—fo rapacious are his ways 


«« Deteſts, and would with joy abridge his days. 


Alarm'd if but heaven's breath his window ſhakes, 
Room entering after room, his ſearch he makes, 
And trembles leſt his guard, with treacherous ſwords, 
« The groaning land ſhould rid, and ſeize his hoards. 

His boſom to divert, and chaſe away 
«« Thoſe thoughts that on his heart-ſtrings daily prey, 
To luxuries of food ſuppoſe he fly 
„ Thoſe luxuries to him their aid deny: 

«« Or ſhould he ſeek the joys of Kindred life, 
Friend, brother, ſiſter, child, or dearer wife | 
All theſe are nought to him; for chiefly there, 

„ Whence only joy ſhould ſpring, he plucks deſpair. 
« O madman, not to think that heaven found Juſt 
And mighty to deſtroy all human truſt, 

„Shall ſtimulate to guilt that ſuits his own, 

Some rebel that, perhaps, now guards the throne, 
And prompt him, for wiſe ends, to bare the knife, 
„That at one blow ſhall finiſh ſuch a life. 


Fox me, I fear the gods; and till whate'er 
The fortune their high will decrees my ſhare, 
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Submiſſive to the king themſelves firſt gave, 

Him truly from all treaſon will I fave. 

But take thou heed, my ſon, nor when at Tyzr 
Safe landed, let thy name or birth ſuſpire. 
Be but that ſecret known, and doubt not then, 
But that a ſad recluſe ſhut up from men, 
Expecting that thy ſire returned to GREECE, 
Might purchaſe, with large gifts, a ſon's releaſe, 
His avarice would that ſon in bonds confine ; 


A fate, which-to prevent, dear Lat be thine. * 


4 n and now appear'd the TVRIAN bay, 


OY — — 


4 


„„ 


Where rang d, a thouſand ſhips at anchor lay. 
We enter; and cloſe mooring nigh the ſtrand, 
Our veſlel's fide deſcend, and tread the land. 


Tux counſels of my friend, with faithful heed, 

I follow'd, and ſoon ſaw how great their need. 

I could not have ſuppos'd, my ſearch would find, 
From man to man though made through all my kind, 
One individual, that from choice could be 

So wretched as PVYOMALION ſeem'd to me! 


* STRUCK with a circumſtance ſo ſtrange, ſo new, 


Thus, though I durſt not ſpeak, I thought in lieu !? 
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= How impotcnt | how weak! how vain! behold 


EC 


True freedom to impart are power and gold. 


if Poſſeſſes not this king whate'er he craves ? 
OE Feet to his ſtate how bleſt the verieſt ſlave's! 290 
8 | O inſufficient boaſts! O mighty cheats 


8 + Who truſts you, his own purpoſes defeats ! 
| 4 1 : . | | . 8 . 
"4 For always in your train come fear and ſtrife, 


= „ «« Embittering the two nauſeous draught of life. 
46 PVOMALION, iK reſembling me of late, 
Not knowing the gilt dome, and bed of. ne: 


1 «© A cottage he had held, and led along 
: «« 'Fo paſturage his flock, with pipe and ſong, 
bi Like me would have enjoyed the rural plain, 3 
f KRemov'd from every cauſe of fear and pain.“ 8 300 
FTuvus reaſon'd I of one, whom then, O queen, 
0 ö However it ſeem ſtrange I had not ſeen; 79 
pf Jill four times had the moon renew'd her prime, 
200 « Conſuming the fifth month's flow rolling time, 
| l Since firſt of all I breath'd PROENICIA's land; 
6 MW 1 While, with the troops on board for Cyprus? ſtrand, 
WW Lay floating many a bark beſide the ſhore, 
} ö That waited but for wind to waft them o'er. 
1 2 NaRBAL' s friendly means, I ſtood among 
WW Ws © Cye RIAN ſoldiers rank'd, and deem' d as one.“ 310 
1 4-08 Admit, 4 
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« Admit,” he cried,* © this fraud, which no one harms ; 
„ For daily harbour'd doubt the king alarm: 


* 


From Cv RUs' ſhore to GREECE, the ſure reſort 
Of voyagers *tween both, the way is ſhort : 

«« Depart then, and may ſtill, as heretofore, 

% Heaven's all propitious breath direct you o'er; | 


o 


And wafted whither now you ſhape your courſe, 
„% May then, beloved youth, a warrior's force, 
« By Jove alone inſpir'd, your breaſt endue 
«© To puniſh, or drive out the ſuitor crew: 320 
« He ſpoke, and tears evinc'd his ſuffering mind, 
While by ſuch love ſubdued, my own J join'd. 


A 


Ver wind-bound, while in port we made our ſtay, 
Not idle were my thoughts from day to day; 

But going to and fro”, the city through, 

With ev'ry wonder there, I fed my view : 


La) 


The Emporium it appear'd, the world's ſole mart, 

Where ev'ry diſtant; ſtate might claim its part. 

Each citizen I ſaw, untir'd applied 

To commerce his whole care, and daily wed! is 52114 gho 
With unremitting toil, that nurſe of health, 

To gather for old age reproachleſs wealth: 

While ev'ry where ſpread out beneath the .ſun, 

Bleach'd thoſe fine linens by the EcyeTians ſpun; 
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And mingling with their pure unſullied white, 
be thrice dipp'd TxxrAx purple met my ſight, 
With evry coaſt alike that 'TyRE ſurrounds, 
"0 From A314a's fartheſt ſhore to GapES' bounds, 

6 PHoExICia' s merchants trade, and urge their way, 
Where continents and iſles their wealth diſplay, red 340 
And perfumes, whoſe rich odours ſcent the air, 


Gold, unguents, and bright gems repay their care. 


« TuRouGn GREECE, whereer. I chanc'd to bend my way, 

« Vaſt numbers, I obſerv'd, would ſpend | the day 

In idle talk, or equally miſuſe -- 
Their precious time with current public news. 

But otherwiſe in TVRE; for there, O queen, 

No indolence, no pauſe from toil is ſeen. 

The men, with ſweating brow and buſy hand, | 

0 Bring, in large bales, their merchandize to Sa \ 50 
Or fell it at the mart; while no leſs care 

The ſofter ſex evince, whoſe hands prepare 

Rich ſilks of coſtly frame, with figures bold, 

In threads of ſilver ſome, and ſome of gold; 

Or daily tend the loom, or ſmoothly roll 

« The various tiſſued ſtuffs, and range the whole. 


I turn'd me, and beyond the city's bounds, 
« Whoſe proſpect, wide outſtretch'd, the fight confounds, 
: Mount 


book m. 'TELEMACHUS. G7 


Mount L1BAanvus beheld with ſnowy top, 


That ſeem'd the incumbent weight of heaven to prop. 369 


* 


Deſcending lower down, my raviſh'd eye 

Saw in bright verdure clad, large champains lie, 
With lowing herds enrich'd, and ſheep and lambs 
That bounded by the rills, or milk'd their dams ; 
Or branching headed ſtags, and ſnowy ſteeds, 


* PY 


A 


That trotted by in bands, or cropp'd the meads. 


« *S 
== 
* 


A thouſand mazy channels flow'd along, 


With various ſerpent-waves, now ſmooth, now ſtrong ; 


While lower, and beſide the mountain's baſe, 


The level region lay, an ample ſpace. 370 
With numerous woods and lands, in all the pride 

Of nature, with rich art diverſified, 

Fair ſiſters like, and joining hand in hand, 

With AuTumN, Fox A link'd, enrich'd the land; 

And bade thoſe beauties riſe, that reigning there 


* * a. La a 


At once, adorn'd the ground and made it bear. 


« ASTONISH'D at a ſcene ſo bright, ſo great, 
Proof of that commerce which enrich'd the ſtate,” 


* 


« Explain,” . ſaid I, my friend, how TYRE firſt gain'd 

«© That traffic it has fince ſo well ſuſtain'd : 380 
© 'This teach me, that at ITRHACA, when there 

- ee I land, if heaven but hears my prayer, 
= | | «THe 
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1 | The baſis of a traffic I may lay, 

1 5 Such as ſhall yield increaſe from day to day.“ 

\t Tus I, and thus, my friend: While you — 

1 | 0 Make anſwer to yourſelf by viewing TYRE, 

l 6 That placed amid the waves, and fix'd between 

Nl: Proud As A, and the ſons of ſwarthy mein, 

| i 0. Seems almoſt the ſole ſpot deſign'd for trade, | 

| ; Of every realm as yet by heaven ſurvey d: = 5 390 
| | « Learn likewiſe, that of old, our TyVRIANS nurs'd | 

| | To hazardous attempts, where they who firſt 

5 In a weak bark preſumed to ſtem the main, 


1 T ruſting the mercy of that untried plain. 

„Hence, that great art, by which the ſeaman knows 
5 is certain courſe where'er old ocean flows; 

„For previous to the time, when they of GREECE 

Reach'd Col chos, and bore off the golden fleece, 

% To ſtories of old date, if faith be due, 

And annals of firſt times men reckon true, 400 
«« Ere TyrHis' name was known, our port of TyRrE 
. Saw wondering her tall barks to heaven afpire. 
But feebly thoſe I praiſe, who wrought far more, 
Than ſuch as ſtem the tide from ſhore to ſhore, 
With {kill profoundly great, and ſearching eye, 
„They bade the extended deep's foundation lic 
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% To godlike ſcience* views expos'd and bare, 

«© And noted every rock and quickſand there: 

„ Then downward as they firſt had caſt their view, 
The glorious vault above, and concave blue, 
„With heavenly prompted art, perus'd in turn; 

« And every glowing lamp, there ſeen to burn 

« With intermitting flame, in order brought, 


* 


Their diſtances, their names, and courſes taught. 
«« To ſum up all at once, thoſe arts, my ſon, 
«© That BaByLon and NILR's wiſe ſeers begun, 


Our diligence matur'd ; and now in fine, 

That veſſels with their wealth the waves disjoin, 
And iſlands far apart in friendſhip grow, 

« To Tyre's diſtinguiſh'd name, the nations owe. 


4 


„ BEnoLD then, my lov'd ſon, the obvious cauſe 
That traffickers to Tyr thus ſtrongly draws : 

If jealouſy and hate ſhould once begin 

„ Proextcra's friendly ſons to riſe within; 

If thoſe exalted high, that now adorn 

% Their native land, ſhould look on trade with ſcorn ; 


= 


be deſpis'd, or ſcience? ways f 


6 : 


* 


Untrodden lie awhile, and worth want praiſe: 
„If patronage for thoſe whoſe ſhips reſort 
With treaſures to our ports ſhould aught fall ſhort ; 
O 2 
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Or innovation's hand, with change invade. 


And from her courſe, divert the ſtream of whe; 


„Then TyRE; a ruin'd heap, would firew her ſhore, 


„ T.ike ſtars, that when put out revive no more. 


Ir further you would learn, to make your ſtrand 
Of merchants the reſort from every land, 
Note well what you obſerve PHoENICIa do, 
And the ſame purpoſe by like means purſue : 
„ 'Thoſe merchants who for traffic ſeek your . 
„ With hoſpitable love, receive and court; 


„ Thoſe rules too, which in trade's behalf you frame, 


For ever, as firſt made, ſtill keep the ſame; 
«© And rigours moſt ſevere, let law exhauſt 
bo On circumventing fraud and laviſh coſt ; 


Nor. indolence even ſpare; for theſe alike 


<< Effectual at the root of commerce ſtrike.” 


440 


Tuus NARBAL ; and thus I:“ „ Thanks, generous friend: 


„But if thy love will ſtill fo condeſcend, 

While adverſe blowing winds keep furl'd our ſheet, 
And EoLvs here holds the Cyprian fleet, 

„(For nothing would I leave in TyRE unknown, 
„ But by her rule in future frame my own), 

++ What policy, what law, what conduct, fay, 
Has happily thus fix'd Pnuoenicia's ſway, 


450 


66 Unlimited 
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6 Unlimited Ger all the extended main, 
By nations if oppos'd, oppos'd in vain?” 


« WHEN ſpeedily, my friend, ſtill kind, replied :* 

„Mount Linaxvs behold, whoſe fruitful fide 

% Shoots upward from yon vale, and there deſcry | 
Of pine trees a thick wood that props the ſky. 460 
With ſtrongeſt timbers thence our ſhips ſupplied, 

« And able made, to ſtem the roaring tide, pf 


Of all the numerous prows that ocean ſweep 

« Tower eminent, the pride of every deep. 

„% Nor workmen do we want, and thoſe of parts, 

„ 'Train'd from their earlieſt youth in naval arts. 

« Enquire you whence they came? In anſwer know, 

_ By gradual lapſe of time improving flow, 

ad ſciences gain'd vigour, were they form'd 

And by due boons to art ſtill further warm'd. 470 


All honours therefore here, as eaſe in age, 


With conſtancy of work in life's firſt ſtage, 
„While they have health and ſtrength to toil for * 
(Love they employ) our artizans obtain; 

Chief among whom whoe'er can tend an oar, 

„Or with a pilot's judgment knows the ſhore, 

As certain as life's eve at length comes on, 

When nature her ſore load ſcarce drags along, 


N N01 Contemplate 


— . . —⁰ 
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* „ Contemplate without dread that final Raye, 

| Nor faint in their decline beneath old age. © 480 
On ſuch a proſpect fix'd, the father ſees 
„With tranſport, for old age fuch promis'd eaſe, 

« And carefully inſtructs his only ſon . | 7% 

Ihe offspring-he ſo loves, while ſtrong and young. 


THESE, theſe are arts, dear youth ; and theſe, though now, 

[i ; | [ Like clouds that overhang ſome mountain's brow - 

i . With influence moſt malign, PY@MALION's reign 

j | | Wide ſtretches forth its wing o'er all the plain, 

of 8 „ Our TyRE has practis'd long; while here beſide, 

il. From Joyea's lengthen'd wall to S1pon's tide, 490 
A thouſand. humble cots fill all the coaſt, | 
That yearly pouring out a naval hoſt, 
„Her numerous flects ſupply, and fix her reign 

. D Upſhaken as herſelf in every main. 


iſ * Tyvs, in improving talk, we des time, n cn 13 

| Still breathing by conſtraint PHoeNtcra's clime; * IL A 
While every gloomy fear from day ——A pa Trans bo > 5 | | N 
On my friend's feeling heart confpires to pre: ds 2 
He trembles leſt ProMAL1on's watchful ſpies, * note. 10 1 
1 2 Who, through the eity, roam with prying. eyes, neee 
ll | Examining each face, and range abroad, £7 n M0 723-405 et | 7 
+ Should but conceive ſuſpicion of our fraud. | $S 
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Nox groundleſs were his fears; for once (a day 


No time ſhall my memory, pluck away), 
As ſtanding near the wharf, what time behind 
My generous friend remain'd, I bent my mind 
To contemplate the port, whoſe ample ſpace 

A floating wood contain'd that fill'd the place, 


« To'ards me I ſaw him running, and when near 


* 


* 


* 


Thus whiſper'd the good man with trembling fear: 
«« Both, both of us, alas! are loſt, my ſon, 
« That falling out, I fear'd we could not ſhun; 
PYGMALION, by ſome ſpy from EcyeT's ſhore 


510 


Come with us, has been told, my bark brought o'er 


„A Youth of Crvervs calld, with care among 
«© 'The CyPRian ſoldiers rank'd, but truly none. 
With every threat of death, the cruel king 

«« Bids me even now this youth before him bring. 
„% Then note what J adviſe ; for I, when there 

« To every thing thou ſayſt will witneſs bear. 
With boldneſs thou mayſt urge, that CyrRus' clime 
©« And AuATHON Tus“ city nurs'd thy prime. 
When charitably falſe, myſelf in turn 

60 Recurring to what elſe mankind ſhould ſpurn, 
„Will ſay, I knew thy fire, for works of ſtone 
Much fam'd in CvpRus' ifle, nor there alone. 
Be bold then; and the advice I give purſue: | 

„ PYGMALION, if heaven ſpeed us, fancying true, 


520 


„What 
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What we ſhall both aſſert, will doubt give o'er, 


«« Conſenting you ſhould quit Pnognicra's ſhore : 
«© But granting we can fail, tis beſt to try 


«« Thoſe only means we have, nor paſſive die, 


«© Grown prodigal of breath, till all too late 
«© Repenting, we would ſhun the impending fate.“ 


991 heard, and thus replied :: „ Oh leave, my friend, FB 


«A fugitive, whom griefs that ne'er muſt end, 
„ Relentleſily have urg'd, to yield his breath, 
An unrepining victim claim'd by death. 

„ Fate has decreed my doom; and I obey, 

++ Purſuing with firm ſtep my lonely way; 


« Yes, mine, and mine alone; for NARBAL know 
I feel with ſo much love my heart o'erflo w, 


„That never ſhall 25 love, ſo pure, ſo great, 

% Whelm ſuch a generous patron in my fate. 

« Yet, though the death thou dreadſt, I with to fly, 
«« Let me confeſs, dear friend, I dare not lye. 
The Immortals read my heart: tis theirs to ſave 
This being in their hands, or glut the grave, 
As either to perform beſt ſuits their will, 

« And never let me tax heaven's. power with ill. 

« Of Cyyrus am I not; and ſay, my friend, 
Truth, ſacred truth, ſhall I ſo much offend, 
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As to obteſt the god, who looks abroad 
Through nature at one glance, to ſeal. my fraud?“ 


a Warn ready with reply, REP d my friend, 
3 Such piety is pious to no end, 


c 


— 


Which reaſon's voice diſſuades; nor deem, my ſon, 


Cc 


* 


This fraud partakes of guilt; 'tis rather none. 


* 


« Tis lawful ; nay, far more; tis virtuous too; 


« For virtuous muſt the gods each action view, 500 
Preventive of great crimes. Ah! truſt me, noßx 
% Thus judging, you proceed you know not how ; 

„And puſh beyond all bounds, with headlong will, 

«« Your great regard for truth and fear of ill.” 


a « Hz ſpoke: but thus, inflexible of mind, 
And ſtedfaſt as a rock, myſelf rejoin'd :* 
0 Suffice it, my lov'd friend, that fraud be fraud; 
„ And he that can look down on death unaw'd, 
The lar's ways will ſpurn. Who truth offends, 
Incenſes every god that truth befriends. x 570 
What leſs is to be fear'd? O NaRB AL then, 
In every thing ſave this, thou beſt of men, 
No longer urge me thus a deed to do, 


«© Truſt me, not more indign in me, than you. 

If pitying, the juſt gods prolong our days, 

«To them, for ſuch a boon be paid the praiſe ; 
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„But, if their ſovereign will decree our doom, 


And we muſt ſink, though guiltleſs, to the tomb, 


Our deaths, as virtuous victims, ſhall we find, 


« And of fair truth a pattern leave behind : 


For me, heaven knows, alas! my hated breath, 


«©. Drawn ever fince my birth in fight of death, 

«© Too long have I reſpir'd: and thine alone, 
„Thy lot I weep for thus, but ſcorn my own. 
O gods! if you are juſt, reſolve me why 

„ For my offence, for mine, my friend muſt die!“ 


* Tavs goddeſs we conferr'd ; nor yet had ceas'd , 


he conflict; but by both kept up, increas'd ; 


When lo! (and for the boon, how can I raiſe, 


e Though raptur'd, high enough my ſtrain of praiſe 7) 


A meſſenger approach d; and, NarBar hear,” 
(Exclaim'd the welcome TO while drawing near), 
As TARBA's ſovereign will:“ But firſt, O queen, 
* Since Dian! 8 light unſpent, ſtill cheers the ſeene, 
Or tips at leaſt the trees with ſilver ray, | 
Something of this As T AREA, let me ſay: 


* To every glowing gift of ſhape and face, 
Each excellence of form and outward grace, 
She added all thoſe gifts that dower the mind; 
And every boaſt but one, had heaven aſſign'd; 


111. 
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« That than all elſe more precious, the great charm | 

Of virtue, without which the reſt do harm. | Op | 
© PYGMALION, who firſt baniſh'd from his bed [ 

That confort heaven's bright queen beheld him wed, | 

* Subjeted by her arts, ſhe long had won, 

What time, to her ſoft lyre, the harlot ſung, 

« And as himſelf o'er thoſe that felt his chain. 

« Deſpotic, in his heart found means to reign, 

But with an inward hate repaid his love, 


© Though often ſhe adjur'd the powers above, 610 
* To ſee that for his ſake ſhe breath'd alone, | 
« Cheriſh'd her lord's dear life, and ſcorn'd her own. | 
A youth there was at Tyre, of beauteous frame, | 
+ LycTiuM his country, MALAcHON his name; 
6, Effeminate, ſoft, idle, vain, and drown'd | 
In pleaſure's flowing ſtream and giddy round: [ 
The utmoſt of his joy, his only pride, „„ | 


All the day long, from morn to evening tide, 


Was only to preſerve a blooming air ; 


- 


His floating locks to comb with niceſt care ; 620 


With eſſences to ſcent his perſon o'er; 


To form in graceful folds the robe he wore ; 


CY 


And giving up bis ſoul to paſſion's fire, 


Warble his amorous conqueſts on the lyre. 
P 2 This N 
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This youth, As TARBA ſaw, and love's fierce fame, 
Immediate as ſhe gaz'd, conſum'd the dame. 

To MALACHON, her ſuit a ſhave made known; 

When lo! her ſuit he ſcorn'd with loftieſt tone ; ; 

The envoy ſhe had ſent with news return'd 

That in his breaſt, a flame already burn'd ; | 630 
Though doubtleſs he moſt fear'd the jealous king, 

Nor on himſelf would royal vengeance bring. 


Him, therefore, to incenſe, As T ARB A flies, 


And MALAcho in thought beforchand dies. 
For thus, the unhappy CRE TAN's death ſhe: plann'd, 


Moving to murderous deeds with ready hand.— 


That NarBAL had brought o'er from EcyeT's port 


A ftranger, was now known through all the court : 


This thought of, and impell'd by vengeful hate, 
Immediate ſhe devis'd the LycTian's fate; 640 


Suggeſting that this MaLAchox was he, 


Who as a CyPRIAN, ſoon would put to ſea. 
Thus MALacnoNn, though every TVRIAN knew 
That his firſt breath the youth in LycTium drew, 


To meritricious rage, far, far too well 


Succeeding in the act, a victim fell. 


« MEANWHILE, leſt unappriz'd of her intent, 
My friend might ſeek the king, her ſlave ſhe ſent, - 
Cc Who 


_— 
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* Who haſtily thus ſpake :? The royal will 
« Which NARB AL, at life's hazard, muſt fulfil, 6:0 


« ASTARBA ſends by me; and thus *tis known: 


«« This youth, you muſt not lead before the throne ; 
«« But carefully keep hid from public view, 


Nor longer let him range the city through. 


«© This more: for what ASTARBA bids beſides 

7 Is filence on your part, while here he bides : 

«« Herſelf performs the reſt: Enquire not you 

« Her meaning, wy the advice thus ſent purſue,” 

Wx heard him; and with praiſe and uplift eye 

The bounteous gods extoll'd, who thus draw nigh 660 
v Propitious when mankind would elſe deſpair, 

Delighting to make truth their timely care. 


N 


* SUcn, goddeſs, were our thoughts, till favouring gales, 
From Euxus breath d at length, inſpire our ſails; 
* When NARBA L: © The king gods declare their will, 
% And ſnatch you from the dread of future ill. 
Their ſummons then obey, and haſte on board, | 
** To liberty not lefs than life reſtor'd. | 
« And happy, my lov'd ſon, thrice happy he 
«© That mortal, whom heaven grants this land to flee ; 670 
Though fixing his hard lot, where PnotBus” ray 
«© Ne'er gilded the dark gloom with beams of day. 
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That fortune ſhould be mine; but know, my friend. 


The Immortals, on whoſe will my hopes depend, 


Command my duty here; a gloomy fate 3 


Attaches me to TyRE's unhappy ſtate. 
Here ſtation'd, I muſt view her glories end, 


Or patiently the tyrant's death attend: 


Perhaps too, muſt I ſee this city's fall, + n 


And overwhelm'd, myſelf, beneath her wall. 680 
Too impotent the land I love to fave, 55 
Hide my deſpairing ſorrows i in the grave. 3 


But hence be vain complaint; my parting breath 
Will ſtand a glorious: forfeiture to dean 
If rectitude and truth till then, alone i 


In my undaunted heart maintain their throne, 0"  — , 
Reſpecting you, dear youth, thus late become e 


Heir to my love, a great and matchleſs ſum, 
May every favouring god, whate'er the clime. ; 
Led by heaven's hand, you breathe in future time, PODS 690, 
Grant you his choiceſt, his beſt gifts to know,— The 
But ceaſe we ; for behold the breezes blow. ä . 
Be virtuous and be bleſs d: depart in peace; Sel p MIN 
Abandon this ſad ſhore for happier GREECE :. 1 
There landing, may heaven's Map your: arm endue 

With vigour to drive out the adulterous crew. 

And may thoſe eyes behold, thoſe. arms; embrace 

A fire, ſoon gaining fafe kis native place: 


Sdor Il. PTELEMNCGAVUS 


4% But oh! for with my life alone ſhall end 
The affection I profeſs for ſach a friend, 
Amid this ſcene of joy, on Nazar then 


* 


Reflect, as on the unhappieſt ſure of men, 
« And ceaſe not with as bright and pure a flame 
To cheriſh the dear memory of my name.” 


- 


* Hr ended, and myſelf effay'd to ſpeak ; U 
But tears of friendſhip trickled down my cheek : 1 
I wept, and could no more; then took my way” | 
Supported by his arm to gain the bay. | | | 
But when I climb'd the bark, ye gods impart -Y 
What feelings of ſoft kind o*ercame my heart! 719 1 
The ſeamen's ſhouts are heard. From fide to fide 
Our ſwelling canvas ſhifts we ſtem the tide 

Then launch into the main; while fix d on ſhore, = 


— ST. * a 6 o 


My friend our progreſs mark'd, nor once gave o'er 
Or turn'd him, till a length of ſea between 
The CyvrRIAN bark and TyRE confus'd the ſcene.” 


4 


Tu us, turning to blot out a falling 1 
Spoke Ir HAcus, and ſtill had charm'd the ear, 
But interrupting then, CALvrso cricd : 
* Enough at this late hour of evening tide. "Re 
* Now taſte the reſt of ſleep ; nor tarrying here 25 1 
* To overcaſt your joy admit one fear; . 5 5 ö | 
. But | 
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* 


But graciouſly vouchſafe my gifts beſtow'sd ; 
Your guardian and yourſelf, in this abode, | 
An iſland whoſe pure air exempts from death, 
Reſpiring without end ætherial breath. 


Soon as tomorrow's roſy-finger'd dawn 


Throws back the ſable veil o'er earth now. nn, | 


Once more will we reſume the tale of woe, 
And your remaining ſorrows meet to know, 
Not ITHAcus for matchleſs might renown'd, 
However the wide world his fame reſound, 

Nor ſilver Tue Tis? ſon, whoſe arm divine 1 
Laid proſtrate the fam' d chief of Pram” 8 line; 3 


Nor THEsEUs, whoſe great valour led in chains . 


Grim CERBERUS, the guard of hell's dark plains ; ; 


Nor HERCUTESs himſelf, who purg'd the earth 


Of every monſtrous form thence taking birth, 
That piety or worth e'er ſet to view, 

Such as my wondering ſenſes ſee. in you. Ws... 
May ſlumber of ſweet kind abridge the night, 
And ſweetly uſher in returning light ; 

Nor pray I for myſelf ; for oh! *tis ſure 
Night's prevalence to me will long endure |! 
Jovx witneſs thou the wiſh I feel to ſee. 
AVRORA quit her bed and darkneſs flee, 


Here meeting once again beſide this ſtream ; 


Thy ſufferings of our talk the conſtant theme : 
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But once more go, my ſon, and you his guide: 
Go, enter at yon grotto hence deſcried ; 750 Oo. | 
Where every thing of power your eyes to cloſe, | 
6 : 


+ Myſelf have ſeen ſupplied for your repoſe. 


- 


May with his genial influence, Moxenevs ſhed 


Soft vapours from beneath round either's bed, 


Inſpiring joyful dreams, till here below 


 AvRoRa her bright beam again beſtow.” 


SHE ſaid; and by the moon's now dying beam 
Led to their grot along the ſilver ſtream. 
Within the cool receſs a fountain flow'd, 
That murmur'd in ſoft cadence round the abode. "290g 
Two carpets by the attending virgins ſpread 
Smooth over the green turf compos'd their bed. 
A lion's tawny hide inwove with gold, 
Thick, ſhaggy, and of ſpacious ſize unroll'd, 
Urvssks' ſon ſupplied : his friend a boar's, 
The ſpoil of CaLyponvus? rocky ſhores. 
Theſe, pointed out the dame, and then withdrew 
Her love-ſfick flame to feed and think anew. 


Bor ere ſoft ſleep could weigh their eye-lids down, 


Thus MENTOR, and the while aſſum'd a frown : 770 
When ITyacvus even now,' the ſenior ſaid, 
With your ſad tale CaLypso's ear you fed, 


Q * Too 
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* Too thoughtleſily you ſpoke ; ſince ſo to tell 


* 


For I, of all the world, am he alone 
Seeing your heart as clearly as my own ; 


Thoſe dangers your life's early years befel ; 

(Thoſe dangers whence, I grant, your love of truth 
And virtue have ne er fail'd to free your youth); 
What purpoſe could it ſerve, except with flame 


Wrought up in all its rage to fire the dame ? 


And hope you after this, the day to ſee, 
That from CaLypso's iſle will ſet you free? 780 


While almoſt from her eye a river ran, 


Wrought on by ſeeming pity, ſhe began, 

Fallacious to make known what fate befel 

At Sicily your fire, and ſped too well; 

Addreſſing as ſhe did your youthful mind, 

Sure, ere much trial, its weak part to find. 

When, when will you be wiſe? Yourſelf when ney + 
When, my lov'd ion, in converſe prudent grow ! 

That many with one voice combine to ſwell. 15 
The praiſes of your youth I know too. well : 790 
But I, who flattery ſcorn, and only live 
That you may always learn, can nought forgive ; 


Nor weighing with thoſe deeds mankind admire, 
One moment the great worth that lifts your fire.” 
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To whom replied the youth: O friend, thrice dear, 
Wound not with this hard ſpeech my liſtening ear. 

« When ſuch a bounteous friend, and goddeſs too, 

« Crav'd what her power might have requir'd in lieu, $00 
« Ungrateful had I been, if then her ſuit 

© I had diſdain'd, and churliſhly ſtood mute.” 


* TRUE," faid the friend, relaxing in his tone, 

© Blameful thus ſued to, had you been, I own: 

But greatly I miſdeem, or ſure there lay 

« *Tween filence and much talk ſome middle way. 

© Some happy mode to make your ſorrows known, 

And pity to the tale have gain'd alone: 
Why not, for inſtance, ſay, that now had fate 

* Compell'd you to SiLicia's hoſtile ſtate ; 810 
* Now only chang'd the ſcene for other pain 

To dreary EcvyerT's waſtes, and TyRE's domain ? 

* The reſt but with large fuel fed the flame 

Now occupying all the love-ſick dame; 

A paſhon whoſe fierce rage, heaven grant, my ſon, 

* Your fortune it may prove at length to ſhun.” 


* Wir reverence, I confeſs,” the youth replied, 
* Your reprehenſion juſt, my friend and guide. 

* Say therefore what my folly ſhould now do, 
* So ſhall my faithful lips the advice. purſue.” 820 
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To whom, the Wispom-loving power conceal'd, 


Briefly, her boſom, till leſs harſh, reveal'd. 


No longer have you now the means, my ſon, 
By ſilence to repair your fault thus done: 


For, of your numerous woes, too large a part 


Has through the goddeſs* ear attain'd her heart. 


And to withhold the reſt would only tend 
Changing her love, in ſcorn to make it end. 
Forbearing then ſuch ſtep, continue till 

As from the firſt, to ſhow how warding ill, 
The gods have been your guard: but let your care 
Henceforward all inglorious boaſts forbear : | 
So, giving the vain wiſh of talking o'er, 


Careleſs of praiſe, ſhall you deſerve it more. 


Hr ended; when deep ſtruck, the youth rejoin'd : 
Oh excellence] oh pride of human kind! _ 

My god, or if not that, my guard, my friend, 
Whoſe counſels, thus addreſs'd, my youth defend ; 
And whoſe untiring feet, though worn with age, 
Sad conſequence of time's all waſting rage ! 
Accompany my ſteps, nor ſhun my woes, 

When others only wiſh to find repoſe, 

It well befits me ſure, with homage paid 

To every thing thou ſayſt, the taſk to aid, 
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* 


And happy thus to learn from day to day, 
The advice of ſuch a friend with zeal obey. 


* 


* 


But rather let my deeds than tongue proclaim, 
O patron of my life, and youthful fame, 


* 


How, thy inceſſant cares affect my mind; 


NH 


And what deep root therein, ſuch counſels find : 55 


N 


For though a mighty debt thy love I owe, 


3 


"Tis gratitude alone my heart can ſhow, 


For benefits received, ſo far above 


0 oh 


- 


The tendereſt meaſure of paternal love.“ 


HERE ending; by degrees, the drowſy god 
Approaching, wav'd in air his ebon rod, 
And cloſes their tir'd lids ; while lock'd in ſleep 
A ſelf-created train their revels keep 


And viſions in ſoft Joy their ſenſes ſteep. 


ADVENTURES | 


AN EPIC POEM: 


BOOK IV. 


ARGUMENT. 

The Narration of TRLEMAchus continued: His Dream upon the 
Way to Cyerus; his Arrival there ; his unexpetied Meeting 
with his Friend, and Setting Jail for CRETE, accompanied by 


Has zr, MENTok's Maſter; and nn of the Goddeſs 
AMPHITRITE drawn by Sea-Horſes. 151 | 


They ſlumber'd ; but not ſo, the love fick queen; 
She in fix d ſorrow, ſilent as the ſcene, 
Deep-ruminating paſs'd the tedious night ; 

The lingering hours rebuk'd and long'd for light. 


But 


WE 7 


— 


e 
\ 


I 


SSL 
WV 


"ray ae 
I 
De 


145 


Hut empuudence and 


Hnd. gull without a b 


HEM 


U 
[ 


0 


0 


W 


865 


— 
— 
g's 


c. 
n 


=» 


a 
us. 


l 
1 


eh 


— 
— 
— 

mm 

- 
— 
— 
— 
- 
- 
— 
- 


. 


| 


INI 


—4 167 9 5 76% „lle 
lll 


1 


7, 


\ 
U 
LCL EIS = 


— 


aa 7 


"I 8 
SD= © 


DDR 
1 1 CY 
=D 


WJ 


WW 


vv 


Ay 
* 
* 
* 
— 
JR 


av 


944! 
\ FR N W 
NN 


5 


9 
VV 


2 4 


— 


U 


_ 


ww 
—— 


. 
—— 
8 
> 


— 


— 


IS 


GEL. Debrie Dein. ; 
9 


T'ELEMACHUS 4 ale, 


Il 


Wil 


ally 


— 2 = 3 
z 2461/456766 


ieee 


——— I k ũ3335353333ÿ3ÿ0ĩ 3 · · * * 


f 
WU 

„ 2 
7 


==Jj" 


We 
ten 
"is 


24444 — TREE ESSE TI \ 
. TT YT IE OE „„ „„ EIS SS-&2 


Huck hong 4 1.3, in Hung 
Yo Hooming beaut Va ; 


7 


tual . 


— —-„—¼ . ̃ ²¶——̃— ͤoB.n;n A — 


— F ——ůů— — — — — 

——... . ůů—ß—5ðt7t . T————— T—T— 
— ———ñ — ä ——öäʒ — — bd 

——— w ,., 

DD —==—_—_——_——=== yu! 


= CONTI ILL OE TEL EEE EEE 
% 
ieee 
„%%% 
RL \ wig, o  fe 


- = 


FOOD 
Pp 


- — 2 »” 
: | 
- hy Y 
e 
> 2 
| 
- 


oF vF 
— ent 
ow AE 


, CYTHEREA 


— 


W 
| ME 
| "Mi 

_ 


** 


_ I 
gs — 


ISIS” 


e_ 


bas geil th 101 ; fraud 


: sf uu rere, 
: 2 building Mann 
2 . 19 01/4. ) het Vegi! | 


0 i g 5 4 
Fur hitut af the ACE durerte. bv Ariane. J. i 70 


$26 4+00594 +$+000+ 


Mama 


nn 
—— TIT IEEE EE TILE ELELEEEDY 


— 435 h 


MON 
| 


4 


Wi 
1 ih 


1 


{Bartow 7 ce : 


3 
a 
00 
+ i} 
+» 
+ 


<a, 


. 


— 


. 


— rl 


— 2 


L 3 "YE 


w 
CORY 
2 


— a 


8 


— 


— n 5 


7 
% 
. 
* 
8 — 
py 
" 1 
N 
—— 
k 
d , 
. 
> 
— * 
. 
— 
* 
2 2 
— 
” 
1 " 4 0 1 7 22 
" a e- 2 & 
" ** . yan n e — 2” cs 2 2 _ — > — — 
— —— —— aw * 2222 
- —— — — I — - 
— — —— TT, — — *** 


BOOK IV. TELEMACHUS. 119 


But wherefore thus thy wiſh for day proclaim ? 
Can PnoeBus, when the eaſt renews his flame, 
Aught elſe than poiſon to thy ſoul ſupply, 
When the lov'd form again attracts thine eye? 
Flee rather then to deep ſurrounding ſhades ; 


Flee rather to dark woods and cypreſs glades, 10 
And never meet again, or raſhly gaze 


On beauty, when ſure pain attends its blaze. 


Vain monitor! how weak, alas! thy power 
Oh reaſon, to avert love's dangerous hour ! 
Thy maxims, like fair writings on the ſand 
When tempeſts whirl'd aloft deform the ſtrand, 
Or billows that ſwell high beneath the wind, 
No traces, when love rages, leave behind. 


So found the love-fick goddeſs weak and vain, | 

All the reſolves, ſhe form'd to flee from pain. 1 
And penſively, while night in gloom array'd, 

Inveſted the whole world with awful ſhade, 


Stood rivetted in grief, till infant day 


Gleam'd o'er the mountain-tops with chearing ray: 

Then, inſtant fallying forth, and o'er her pain, 

Aſſuming a forc'd ſmile, ſhe call'd her train. 

Her ſummons MexNToR heard; and Wake, my fon,” 
The careful father cried : for night has flung 


Her 
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The dame they went to join amid her throng. 
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Her ſable robe aſide, and Puoenus' beam 


Its luſtre now reflects from every ſtream.* 30 


His voice, as ſoon as heard, the GR REE obey ; d. 
Shook off ſweet ſlumber, and in haſte array d; 
While Mrxrok thus went on: Allow, my ſon, 
* This further from a plain but friendly tongue. 
* Ere yet we join the queen, recal to mind 
What ſtrains made up of fraud and folly join'd 
The goddeſs breath'd laſt night, when o'er your fire 
And others, whoſe renown mankind admire, 
* She ventur'd to exto] your youthful name, 
Weigh'd in the ſcale with men of deathleſs fame. ? 40 
What thought you, ſave, indeed, that ſuch falſe Praiſe, 8 
Fraud only to all truſting __ pays. 


* 


A 


Hr ceas'd : and now at length their raiment on, 


Them drawing near, ſhe ſaw ; and courteous cried : 

* TELEMACHUs all hall! and you his guide | 

Jo both of you alike, may infant morn 

* Returning pleaſure give, and joys new born.” 

Then pointed to the ſhade, the grateful grove 

Whoſe branches join'd aloft were interwove. -< 99 : 50 
But, | as for converſe, ever and anon, 8 


While with her train the youth ſhe led along, 
| Her 
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Her eye aſide ſhe glanc'd, full plain was ſeen | 

A ſmile that with feign'd peace, ſuffus'd her mein, 

And features that dreſs'd up in borrow'd joy 

Sought vainly to conceal her ſoul's annoy, 

Thinking that as the fire was torn away 

By PALLAS, who repining view'd his ſtay, 

Even ſo TELEMACHUS, by MENTos led, 

Ocycia's iſle would ſcape and ſcorn her bed. 60 


Ap gaining now at length the umbrageous bower : 
Thus, to TELEMAcnvs began the PowW ER: 
Continue, my lov'd ſon, the reſt to tell, 


That when you ſail'd from Tyre, your youth befel ; 
Since, for repoſe we parted here laſt night, 

So has the paſt employed my cheated ſight, - 

* That till the dawn of day, I faw you guide 

Your veſſel with ſwift progreſs through the. tide, 

© New woes reſerv'd to find, new ſcenes of toil, 


New trials, and new pains in Cy Rus' iſle, 70 


* 


Begin then once again, nor let delay 
Cut ſhorter the too tranſient ſwift-pac'd day. 


| Bowixe, he bluſh'd : obeyed her, and began; 
While wondering as he fat, the goddeſs ran 
With paſſion his lov'd perſon o'er and o'er, 


Though indignation's pangs her boſom tore, 
. a As 
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As yeſterday, to find, ſo MRENTOx ſtill, 


With looks that ſeem'd to fear ſome latent ill, 
Seem'd bending it her way; while all the train 
Not noticing their goddeſs* obvious pain, f 
Surrounded the young GREEK, when thus he broke 


« 


The ſtillneſs of the ſcene, and graceful ſpoke : 


* Trx trident-bearing god, with favouring gales 
Had ſcarcely* he began, * inſpir'd our fails, 

But LI BAxus firſt levell'd with the plain, 

Soon afterward ſunk down beneath the main ; 

When turning from the helm, till then my ſtand, 
Where ſtation'd, my ſtrain'd eyes had view'd * land, 
A joy I felt ſerene, a ſenſe refin d 


Ineffable, lift high my youthful mind : 


And free to nouriſh thought, as then [ ton 
That ſtrangers, and ſuch only girt me round, 
In ſilence I ſat down to note the crew, 


Men of whoſe manners nothing then I knew. 


Wo, on their ſide, as little noting me, 

And that from thought their boſoms they might free, 
Soon after we had launch'd, prepar'd to drown 
Their dangers in the wine they ſwallow'd down. 
Full ſoon, the intoxicating feaſt began, 


Whoſe echoes, in my ear, loud pealing rang. 
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Thus they in revelry abſorb'd ; while I 
Unnoticing their mirth, ſurvey'd the ſky, 


And at Jove's will, a viſion of the night 
Flew thither, and ſtood full before my ſight. 


' © In fancy, I beheld the queen of Love 
Cleave with her rapid car the expanſe above. 
In beauty, not leſs bright the goddeſs ſhone, 
Leſs elegant, leſs raviſhing, leſs young, 

Than when firſt riſing from the ſea, her frame 
Celeſtial boſoms fill'd with paſſion's flame. 

In thought, I ſaw the fair on earth deſcend, 
And joining her blithe train, the Loves attend, 
A zodiack, o'er her milk white ſhoulder flung 
Of purple, and looſe floating as it hung, 

Her beauteous body grac'd, whoſe bluſhing die 
Her ſnowy frame's oppoſing, charm'd my eye. 
This, goddeſs, I beheld, while nearer drew 
Her chariot, and more obvious met my Yew + 
Born onward to the ſpot where then 1 ſtood, 
Reclining on the tarf beſide a wood; 

Which quickly having gain'd, began the dame 
Pleas'd while ſhe ſpoke, and calling me by name.” 
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When, ſtealing o' er each ſenſe, ſoft ſlumbers weigh'd 
My heavy eye-lids down with night's dark ſhade ; | 
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„ THRICE fortunate young man, ordain'd' to know 
«« What pleaſures every CyyRian's heart o*erflow ; 
„ What extaſy, what joy in CVyRus reigns ; 
«« Bleſt iſle beyond the lot of other plains'! 
There diſembarking ſafe, expect to find 


A copious tide of tranſport flood thy mind. 


«For tending there my ſteps, a ſportive train, 
„ Inſpirers of ſoft joy, and foes to pain, 
« That captivate the ſoul, and baniſh care, 

% For ever fan aloft the buxom air. 

Then, inſtant as thy foot attains my ſhore, 


« Love's Empreſs, at her ſacred fane adore : 


« And open the wide portal of thy heart, 


«© 'Thoſe tranſports to take in my ſmiles impart ; 
Nor intermit with vows, while there thou ſtay, 
Soft beauty's ſway to own from day to day, 

As thou wouldſt wiſh to pleaſe that ſacred power 

«« Whom gods themſelves confeſs in Paynos* bower 4 


That goddeſs, yielding bliſs without alloy, 


And filling mortal breaſts with floods of joy.“ 


« WiTH this, ſhe ceas'd; and turning to her ſon 
© Love's child, on whoſe round ſhoulder, careleſs flung, 
+ The bandage, in a knot drawn up, I ſpied 
That held his quiver's frame of golden pride, 
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And whoſe bright plumage, waving to and fro, 
Now bore him up aloft, now brought him low, 
While as he flutter'd thus, his wanton arms 

Oft open'd to embrace her blooming charms. 
Sudden, his airy flight I ſaw him ſtay, 

And nearer me, direct his waving way, 

While from his eye, a life-deſtroying flame, 

Not life-preſerving beam, methought there came. 
The ſharpeſt of his arrows too I ſaw ; | 
From his full quiver's ſtore the godhead draw. 
Noting the a&, and ſeized with ſudden fright, 

My ſafety I eſſay'd to find in flight; 

Yet to avoid the danger, vainly tried ; 
Their late accuſtom'd ſtrength my knees denied. 
While inſtantly in thought I felt the wound, 

F'er hitherto the ſteel its way had found. | 
But haſtening to my help, heaven's matchleſs Malin 
Before the fatal point her ſhield convey'd ; 
When with defeated aim, and ſtrong rebound 

In fragments the bright weapon ſtrew'd the ground. 


« DisBURTHEN'D of my fears, I look'd and faw 
MiIxERVA “'s placid form, inſpiring awe. 

Her face, beyond the ſtretch of mortal thought, 
With beauty in ſweet ſymmetry was fraught ; 
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; 


And to the child malignant, thus ſhe cried :* 


„ Away, away, raſh boy, ungratified ! 
„For they alone, that guilt, with death its dower, 
Like wretched madmen chuſe, ſhall own thy power.“ 


Thus PALLAs, the young god, o'ercome with ſhame, 


And darting from both eyes malignant flame, 

With impotence of rage to Vexvs turn'd, 
Whoſe aſpect, as her ſon's, with fury burn'd. 
Scarce heard the dame his tale ; but back her flight 
She haſten'd to regain the OLVYM IAN height, 
Till mingling with the fields of day on high, 

No longer could my fight her car deſcry; = 


When caſting down my view, on all fides round, 


My guardian and great friend no more I found. 


* Nor ended here my dream ; but ſwift as thought 
A whirlwind, I conceiv'd, my frame upcaught, 
And waſted it along, through fields of air, 


To gardens as ELys1UM's dwelling fair. 


And here, methought, my MENTOR met my view, 
When to embrace him, eagerly I flew : 

But uttering a deep ſigh that rent his ſoul, 

While down his cheeks, I ſaw tears copious roll, 
Thus ſadly he exclaim'd 2? 66 This land, my. ſon, 


This region moſt accurs'd, I charge thee ſhun : 


«© Voluptuous 
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190 
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T Voluptuous Joys alone, here ride the air, 

«« Whoſe poiſon to. eſcape, and ſhun the ſnare, 

80 impotent, alas, is mortal might! 

„ Virtue, her ſureſt ſafety finds in flight.” 200 


* 


« Here interrupting thus :* Of that,” I cried, 
And eagerly ſtopped ſhort my. gracious guide, 


«© In future, let me think: the preſent hour, 

% Bleſt as I am beyond all fortune's power 

« Something more ſuiting happineſs requires : 
«« Faſt folded in thy arms, my ſecond ſire's, 
T0 pour out the warm ſenſe of all my heart, 
And from the ſtrict communion never part.“ 


«* Wirtn that I ſtretch'd my arms: but oh, in vain! 


Bear witneſs for me, heaven, that know the pain, 210 


I ſuffered, when a thin and empty ſhade 


He ſcap'd me, and ſwift flitted through the glade. 


I follow'd him; and thrice with vain eſſay 


Held out my arms, but thrice, as dreading day, 
Each phantom of the night prepares to flee 


* 


When morning firſt appears; ſo flying he, 


At utterance aim'd my tongue, whoſe efforts broke 


The ſlumbers of my brain, when lo, I woke. 


«© With inly grief aſſail'd, and looking round, 


My faculties in ſleep ſtill partly bound, | 220 


© I knew 


«c 


* Thoſe joys that will not fail to tempt me there, 
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© I knew not what to think; yet long, my breaſt, 
* Continued not untaught of Jove's beheſt, 
When, in the tranſports of my ſoul, I cried :? 
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And only on thy ſovereign aid rely, 148005 


J may reject, as meant my ſoul to ſnare: 


To fortify with threefold might my heart, 1 


Looks through thoſe ſecrets, earth's deep caves confine, 


1.99 


and heaven's vault adoring eyed,” 
Thy omen I accept, whoſe end, I know, 

Is purpos'd to avert ſome threaten'd woe ; 

For in my heart, I feel a ſtrength divine, 

An energy, no language can define. 

Diſtruſtful of myſelf, to thee I fly, 


With perſevering ſtrength to fill my mind, 
That early as the CVPRTAN ſhore I find, 


Yet, notwithſtanding all, heaven's powers impart, 


Its leaſt defended ſide, my fate has found, 
And agonizing fears the victim wound ; 

For ſurely, my late friend, or dreams in vain, FS 
Though ſent at Jove's high will, that will explain, 240 
Exanimate, has bid the world adieu. = | 


Alas ! fave thee alone, whoſe piercing view 


Sea, air, and TARTARUS' deep diſtant mine, 
Who knows, but that the murderer's reeking knife 
Was lifted to invade his ſacred life, 


„ That 
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2 That very day, when from each other torn, 

© In EGT, we were doom'd our fates to mourn. 

„ Sad augury! Yes, yes, it muſt be fo; | 
And now his gloomy ſpirit flits below: | 2.50 
„% Yet ſuch appears his love! my guardian till ! 

„% He wards off with ſtretch'd arm, impending ill! 

«« Why therefore this, poor ghoſt, for him whoſe hand 

«© Condemn'd thee to ſtern PLuro's gloomy land?” 
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Tnus agoniz d, I ſpoke; and tears begun, 
© Faſt flowing down my cheek, in ſtreams to run: 
« My tears the CVPRIANs ſaw, and throng'd to know 
What, at a time like that, could make them flow? 
« Eſſay you to find out, *« I ſaid, and ſigh'd, 
Why ſo abundant flows this copious tide ? 260 
" By fate, alas! forbid my native ſhore, 


Tears ſuit me but too well.”—* They heard no more; 


* 


But ſcoffing turn'd away, and ſnatch'd their wine 


Indulging at the feaſt, like ſenſual ſwine. 


* 


With purple flowerets crown'd, and laid along, 
Forgetful of his charge, to breathe the ſong, 
Our pilot, his full draught, amid the crew, 


* 


- 


Graſping an ample cruſe, inebriate dre u. 


While round him, too, the reſt by Baccuvs torn, 


* 


And to like rage amid their revellings borne, 270 
8 | - „„ Poud 
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© Pour'd out foul ſtrains to VENus and her ſon, 


© Till with their ſongs obſcene the region rung. 


I ſaw, nor could refrain; but thus, with eyes 
« Uplifted, ſpoke, contemplating the ſkies :* 


Oh father of mankind, and heaven's great fire, 

«« Whoſe counſels but the brave and wiſe inſpire, 
How true, my MEN TOR“'s words, at length, I find, 
That ſympathy ne'er touch'd the unmanly mind! 
Relentleſs cruel men! untaught to melt, 


«© And ſcoffing at the woes you never felt ! 280 
Thus proſpering, you ſcarce dream what changes wait 

„The tenure of frail man's precarious ſtate ! 

« Leſs therefore know you how, yourſelves to bear 

„% With patience, when it comes, a weight of care. 

The generous may indeed, like men, endure 


«« Thoſe ills from whoſe attack are none ſecure ; 


But ſurely, ſuch as you, when griefs invade, 

« Will, by unmanly fears, their hearts degrade ; 

And ſuppliantly to heav'n for pity cry, 9 5 
Though pity to diſtreſs themſelves deny.“ 1 290 


WII this I ceas'd; when lo! as if the god 
Who ſhakes the abyſs of waters with a nod, 
Deſign'd from his abode, the CVPRIAN crew 
By fatal proof to teach, and puniſh too, 
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«© While revelling all on board, from thought ſet free, 


And ſcorning every caution us'd at ſea, 

* Our mariners ſafe cut their liquid way, 

An unexpected cloud ofercaſt the day. 

In billows roſe the deep; the chearful air 

« Grew darkſome, and wide flaſh'd the lightning's glare; 300 
The ſlowly gathering ſtorm, at firſt a breeze 
That innocently play d, now ſwept the ſeas ; 

And dreadful in our fail the whirlwind roar'd, 

* While o'er us their contents heaven's ciſterns pour'd : 
With whitening foam o' ercharg'd, the inſulting tide 

« Came hideous, and aſſail'd our veflel's fide. . 


At ev'ry ſhock, it groans. Now up, we fly, 


And borne on the broad billows touch the ky : 


1 Precipitated now, as ſwift deſcend, 


* Sink from the day, and to earth's center tend. 318 
© The ſecrets of the deep diſclos'd' appear 

* To our pale crew, diſtracted now with fear, 

* Whoſe boſoms with late inſolence beat high, 


And danger laugh'd to ſcorn when none was nigh. 


But who, thus menac'd, utter'd forth loud cries, 


* 
* 


With vows to every god that rules the ſKies, 
For ſafety (if vouchſaf'd) with oil and wine 
In CyrRus to beſmear his holy ſhrine. 


a 


8 2 * MEANWHILE 
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* MEAnNwHilLE, the ſtorm ſtill rag'd; and deaf to prayer, 
stern EoLvs beſtrode the troubled air: 265711 320 
In circles round and round our veſſel toſt, 

Drank the ſalt ocean, and was nearly loſt: 
5 Enervate, ſaw our crew the wat'ry realm 
* Daſh o'er the veſſel, and invade her helm; 
And every means for ſafety leave untried, 
Though at the approach of death fo terrified. 


* Myſelf the while not ſo ; nor now, as late 


* Directing o'er my way from Sp ART A's ſtate, 


« Conceiv'd I what was fear; for then my fault 


« *Gainſt MEnToR's wiſe advice within me wrought. 330 
And like a load ſore weighing down my heart, 
Dejected and unmann'd my better part. 

What wonder then if thus, by heav'n made ſtrong, 
« I by my great example cheer'd the throng, 

And traverſing the deck, with ready hand 

« Quick ſeiz'd the helm, cloſe by to take my ſtand. 
* Beholding this in me, the crew took heart, 


* And as I order'd, each perform'd his part. 

© The looſen'd fails they furl'd with inftant ſpeed ; 

The bark of her encumbering burthen freed ; - 340 
Then labour'd at each oar. Through dreadful ſhoals, 

Our veſſel cuts its way: ſhe reels, ſhe rolls, 

« Air, warring fierce with ſea, ſmites every ear, 

And univerſal ruin fills the ſphere. 


Or 
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Or quickſands, a long ridge, and rocks now paſs'd, 
Each whirlwind in its cave ſubſides at laſt, 
« Gradual the billows their ſtrong conteſt ceaſe, 
Roll in their former bounds, and fink to peace, 


«© Such calmneſs, in blind homage to the god, 


Takes place through nature if he give the nod ! 350 


So. ſtung to madneſs pangs for want of food, 


Or raving to find out her raviſh'd brood, 


Some dreadfully gaunt tygreſs ſhakes with roar 


"Terrific, the wide waſte of LYBIA's ſhore. 


The furious ſavage, with a dreadful ſound, 


N 


And ecchoing horrors frights the foreſt round. 


Her famiſh'd growl, her yells maternal make 


The ſolid earth give way, and mountains quake; 
Till tir'd at length, with throat inflam'd and dry, 


* 


The thunder of the wood her lungs deny, 8 360 


* 


The welcome ſhade of ſleep involves her brain ; 


A carcaſe ſhe ſinks down, and ſtrews the plain: 
The foreſts that return'd her dreadful roar, 


Gain their loſt filence, and are ſhook no more. 


* AnD *ſcaping now thus ſafe the roaring ſea, 


« 


Sav'd, as they wiſh'd, with life, and ſav'd by me, 


Extolling to the ſky my matchleſs tame, 


The CyrRIANs, with loud plaudits, bleſs my name: 
. Nor 
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Nor ended their joint praiſe, till full in view, 
* AMANTHUus? welcome coaſt the ſeamen knew; 370 
Safe entering in whoſe bay, from ſtorms ſecure, | 
Such as we now had Leap dl. our bark we moor. 


« "Twas now, O queen, the ſmiling month of Spring, 
When vernal beauties bruſh'd from FLora's wing, 
* The fertile plain adorn ; when wet with ſhowers, 
In cluſters the kind ſoil ſends up her flowers. 
« Twas now the joyful time, when Love invites 
Jo ſacred union and connubial rites ; 
The ſeaſon, conſecrate to VENus' name, 
© And ever grateful to the ſmiling dame: | 380 
For ſcarcely her new reign,” the Cyyrrans ſaid,” 
„ With lively warmth return'd, and winter fled, 
« Reviving nature's face ſees once begun, 
« But love, to our cold frames another ſun, 
Adorns with varied joy the laughing hours, 
« And teems with pleaſure, as earth then with flowers.” 


No warn'd me, I ſoon found, my dream in vain ; 
« For ſcarcely had my foot firſt trod the plain, 
« But ſtealing o'er my frame, I felt an air | 
Enervating the ſenſe, found only there: 390 
All languidly my frame, I dragg'd along, | 
With heſitating ſtep no longer ſtrong. 


Lg 


* 


The 
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« The lethargy prevail'd in every part, 

And quickly roll'd its poiſon to my heart: 

What wonder then, if noticing how rang'd 

The infection through my frame, thus partly chang'd, 

1 dreaded, leſt proceeding by degrees, 

His empire the ſoft god would wholly ſeize. 

On every ſide I look'd, and wondering found, 

Though nature her rich gifts had pour'd around, 400 
No agriculture's marks impreſs'd the ſoil, 
Such hatred love ſuggeſts to wholeſome toil ! 


Ox all fides I ſaw likewiſe female trains 
* Proceeding to bow down at Venus' fanes. 
* On every face, by nature's hand beſtow'd, 
« Beauteous herſelf, the bluſh of beauty glow'd 
Such beauty, as aloft yon' ſky adorns, - | 
When ProtBus from beneath renews the morn's. 
Joy ſparkled in each eye, and when they ſung 
The praiſes of their queen for ever young, 410 
Such melody, methought, flow'd ſoft along! 
Such harmony of voice] ſuch force of ſong ! 


That the charm'd ear, took priſoner by their ſkill, 
Hung on the ſound, and nature's ſelf ſtood ſtill. 

Yet mov'd not their ſweet ſounds or beauty, me; 
Or rather not at firſt, that then could fee, 


40 What 
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« And wondering, that thus dead to beauty's ſway, 


Through multitudes of nymphs, a gazing throng, 430 
To CyTuErEA's grove, by ſuch a way 


Their gratitude, miſtaking men to pay. 
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What wiſhes fill'd each boſom with alarms, 

In beauty while they vied not virtue's charms. : 
3 What affectation's ſmiles, and zeal to hide 

* By modes from day to day diverſified, 420 


A thouſand different ways their native bloom, 


And artificial aids in lieu aſſume. 


Each circumſtance, in fine, that met my ſight, 


* Inſpir'd me with ſtrong hate, not merely ſlight; _ 
Nor one of all thoſe charms they ſet to view, 


But challeng'd in my heart the abhorrence due. 
« Tunis witneſs'd the late partners of my way, 


« My boſom ſcorn'd their queen, they led me on 


F By Paenos, by IpALI A's blooming bower, 

« And others, rear'd alike to beauty's power, 

Our progreſs we direct, till full in ſight 

« Roſe CVTHEREA's towers of wonderous height ! 

« Majeſtic, o'er a ſpacious tract of ground, 

On pillars, -plac'd by pairs the building round, | 
It ſeem'd to prop the clouds; while ſculptur'd ſtone, 
« Wrought with celeſtial art, to man unknown, 440 
Let 
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« Set forth aloft the atchievements of the dame, 
« Told what her conqueſts are, and ſpoke her fame. 
TE temple ſeeking too, at every gate | — 


From ſeparate realms, o' erflowing numbers wait: 
From every neighbour coaſt, and diſtant land, 
The love-enchanted troop, a ſuppliant band, 


* 


oy 


Come thronging to the dame's reſplendent bower, 
Shew their rich preſents, and invoke her power. 


Ap now, the ſacred pile approaching near, 
Apparell'd in white robes her prieſts appear; 450 
Who taking, firſt of all, beſide the fane, 


Each victim from the attending votive train, 


a 


Aa 


Lead them into the inmoſt dome's receſs, 


And ſupplicate the Pow'r their vows to bleſs : 
Vet ne'er, the limbs of beaſts or clotted gore, 


IN CyTHEREA'S iſle pollute the floor: 


And ne'er at Venus! fane, the lamb is known, 


1 


* 


With agony convuls'd, in death to groan; 
For' Love,” as they exclaim, bleſt Love delights 
In offerings free of blood and peaceful rites;“ | 460 
And only at the fane, each victim ſtands, 
Preſented by the prieſt with holy hands, 

* Who firſt of all inſpects them o'er with care, 

Examining if ſtain or blot they bear. 

T hen 
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Then ſends them, where apart, the fatal knife 
Its office may perform, and take their life. 
Supplying thus the nymphs and reverend prieſts, 
Aſſiſting in each rite with grateful feaſts. 


Non victims at her fane that line alone, 
In ſupplication to the Power are ſhown : 
But roſeate liquors too; with various kinds 
Of unguents ; and nectarious coſtly wines. 
In garments no leſs white than winter's ſnow, 
When winds the fleeces drive, and fring*d below 
With radiant colour'd thread, the prieſts are bound, 
And gold-inwoven cinctures gird them round. 
T has daily, and by night, they take their ſtand, 
The aſpiring flame to watch with buſy hand. 
In golden metal too from droſs refin'd, 
The vaſes for each rite to heaven deſign” d, 
Magnificently glow, and fair to ſight, 
With umbrage o'er the fane's exalted height, 
The temple to ſeclude from eyes prophane, 
And through its ſacred precincts peace maintain, 
Her branches a thick grove of myrtle rears, 
The CyfRIAR region's growth, and boaſt of years. 
Such honours, in this ſea-girt region, paid 


To blooming beauty's goddeſs, I ſurvey' d: 
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But impudence and luſt the building ſtain, 
And guilt without a bluſh uſurps her reign. 490 
Wir horror, though at firſt the CVPRIAN crew 
Beheld me overcome as near I drew, 

Vet ſaw they in the end the ſnare too well 

succeed, into whoſe toil my virtue fell, 

What time, my ſtrength of mind incurr'd decay, 

Like ſnows that in the ſun diſſolve away. 

Thus yielding up my ſoul, in vain, when young 

Had counſel, pour'd ſo oft' from Mrxrok's tongue, 
Exhibited of vice the face deform'ld ; 

His precepts now, no more, my boſom warm'd: 500 
* But. virtue, grown at length an empty name, 


Sat weeping o'er the ruins of my fame. 


As one who ſtems a deep and rapid tide, 
* Repelling, with ſtrong arm, on either fide 
The billows, that far diſtant from their ſource 
* Roll downward, and oppoſe his luity courſe : 
At firſt he thwarts their might, and bold and ſtrong 
* The rapid flood dividing, ſhoots along : 
* But wearied, by degrees would gain the ſtrand, 
Io baſk him in the ſun, and reſt on land, 
When, if by fatal chance, its banks prevent 
+ F00 ſhelving to be climb'd, the youth's aſcent ; 


T-4 — Unable 


510 
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+ Unable to reſiſt the torrent's ſway, 

« Prone he deſcends, forc'd by the ſtream away, 

« And ſtruggling in the cold embrace of death, 

« Yields to the choaking wave, at length, his breath, 

In every point, ſo far'd it too with me, 

Incapable now grown my fate to flee, 

Though confident, at firſt, each ill to foil, 

And every danger ſcorn in Cyervus! iſle ; 5 520 

Nor reaſon could I uſe, or keep in view _ 

* (So learning what myſelf ſhould think and do) 

The example of my great, my godlike fire. 

And by his means ſuppreſs my guilty fire. 

To finiſh my diſtreſs, the deadly theme 

Imparted in my fleep, that recent dream 

Heaven's will had ſent to tell me MENTOR's fate, 

Dwelt in my mind, an overburthening weight. 

Not that my mind, diſeas'd beyond all cure, 

« Thus could offend, and no remorſe endure, 530 

« Still, would my heart at intervals deplore ; 

Still, my ſwoln Irs a briny torrent pour: | 

* And? ©* Gods!” for in theſe terms my grief then ran :? 
Gods,” would I ſay, leaſt bountiful to man, 

„% Whoſe woes, while he is ſuffering them, you ſcorn ! 

« Why, why, alas! muſt man, frail man be born, 

«« 'Theſe paſſions to ſuſtain, a ſtormy band, 


„That ſhatter his weak bark on youth's fair ſtrand? 


Lg 


«6 Oh, 
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« Oh, why upon my head does life's firſt bloom, 
« A ſtate, that but from far muſt view the tomb, 
Its opening bloſſoms ſhed? This very hour, 

« If miſery may but plead with heavenly power, 
May premature white age abridge my thread, 

«« Diſmiſſing me to Join the unſinning dead ; 

% For nothing but the grave can ſhield my fame, 


40 And ſave me from this load of guilt and ſhame.” 


Tus ſpoke I; while, by turns, my tortur'd heart, 
« Grown converſant with guilt, forgot its ſmart ; 
Then recollected ſtood, and then again . 
Plung'd deep into its ſhort ſuſpended pain: 

J Unknowing what I did, or where to run, 

« The grove I pierc'd, whoſe ſhade the dome o*crhung ; 
6 And madman-like ruſh'd ſwift, now here now there 
My troubled thoughts to flee, and ſhun deſpair. 

* Impoſſible !—No anodyne I found 

Jo ſoothe my throbbing ſoul's wide gaping wound. 
So flies the unhappy ſtag, whole entrails feel 

The anguiſh of ſome archer's well aim'd ſteel : 
With palpitating breaſt, and ſtreaming ſides, 

© The ſavage, on his flight for life confides, 

While ruſhing with a ſpeed that foils the wind, 

He leaves the clamourous huntſmen far behind ! 
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« Or do I dream again?” for lo! my guide, 


One word that may conſole your ſuffering ſon. 
«+ Io I that countenance behold again ? 


Say, is it not your ſhadow then, I view? 
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But all, alas! in vain: the point remains 

Fix'd where it firſt tranſpierc'd his panting reins. 
The blood ſtill guſhes from the throbbing wound, 
And pours out a black ſtream o'er all the ground ; 
Till agoniz'd in death, his eye-balls roll, 

And with a deep-fetch'd groan, he yields his ſoul. 


* So felt my boſom ; but erer long, like one 
That with a bolt Jove? s mighty arm has flung, 
Is all at once transfix'd, 1 look*d around 

* Uncertain—but how here, ſhall words be found 
Expreſſive of what then affail'd my heart, 


870 


The aſtoniſhment ſucceeding its late ſmart.— 


„See my eyes well or ill? great gods!“ I cried, 


6 My MExToR, my dear friend, methought I lound; 
« Once on a day the "wg ranging round.“ 

« And is it then,” * I ſaid, «+ yourſelf, my friend? 
Speak, and this conflict in my boſom end: 


« My MENTOR, is it you! impart but one — 


580 


« Am I ſo bleſs'd, or is the viſion vain ? 


Oh anſwer to be gueſt! Oh fears too true! 


40 Mix 
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„% Mix you not with the bleſs'd to whom heaven's Powers 


„ ELYSIAN Joys decree, and golden hours? 


* 


0 


Thou ſtandſt, alas | quite mute, and doſt not ſpeak ! 
« Oh comfort my full heart, that elſe muſt break ! 590 


« And ſay, if from beneath thy form aſcend, 

«© Or breathing thou ſtand here, my living friend?“ 

« To ſatisfy myſelf, at this, I ran 1 
Deſirous to embrace the godlike man; 

* Who ſorrowful and fad, with downcaſt eyes, 

© The paleneſs of a ghoſt, and deep-fetch'd ſighs, 

* Stood motionleſs the while: But gods! impart 

© What extaſy o'erflow'd my bounding heart, 

When, ſenſible to feeling as to fight, | 
My outſtretch'd arms he fill'd, no ſhade of night. 600 
FTranſported I then cried: Oh happy day | 


« My grief is now, at once, ail done away |! 
1 I hold him in my claſp ! "Tis he! "Tis he! 
The living features of my friend I ſee !” 

And ending here my ſtrain, with joy o' ercome 


* 


In ſweet delirium loſt, my ſenſes ſwum ; 


- 


And ſinking on his neck diſſolv'd in tears, 


Up to the vagrant winds, I gave my fears. 


Tuus bathing with my tears his cheek, I hung, 1 


Till with new utterance once more I begun ;* hi | 1 
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* Induc'd before my eyes a flood divine, 
* A glorious beam of light, and chas'd away 
The impenetrable cloud that dimm'd their day. 


And all things the deep bane in common ſhare, 
Where, drawing at each breath the infection in, 


Haſte, haſte thee then to fly, nor look behind, 


Oh MENTOR, my lov'd friend for ever dear, 
Why 1s it we meet thus, and wherefore here ? 
What regions and what ſeas muſt thou have paſt, 
Since in the EGyPTIAN land, we parted laſt. - 
Alas! in what ſharp pangs, oppreſs'd, alone, 
And helpleſs, have not I been doom'd to groan ? 
But mecting now again, what various woes 


Ard ſufferings, a long ſcroll, at length I cloſe !” 


To this without reply, with tone ſevere,? 
Fly inſtant,” he exclaim'd, nor tarry here. 620 


Where ſomething more than poiſon taints the air, 


Our miſerable ſouls conceive with 6 - 
While lawleſs pleaſure's hand unnerves the breaſt, 
And virtue drives aloof a frighted gueſt. 


But invocate the wings of every wind 
To bear thee from thoſe ſeats reſembling hell, 


Where execrable guilt and horror dwell.” 630 


HE ſaid, and with a hand like heaven's benign, 


- 


Then, 
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« Then, ſpringing in my heart, I felt anew 

6 Returning pleaſure range the manſion through, 
And pleaſure of pure kind, whoſe grateful gleams, 
« Imparted a due warmth, not ſcorching beams, 

« As lately through my veins had ſhot along : 
Though gentle this laſt light yet no leſs ſtrong, 
But placid as the rays that ſtream on high, 
From Di AN, in a midnight azure ſky. 

That furious and inflam'd, whoſe ardent blaze 
Like 'PmortBus? when he darts his noon-tide rays, 
On deſert: lands beneath Bis burning throne, 

And ſcorches the wide waſte of Lyz1a' s Zone. 
This tranquil and ſerene, yet bright and pure 

No change ſhall from the lapſe of time endure; 
Nor when long known, deplore its ſource as loſt, 
Though every other pleaſure time exhauſt, of 50 
Such tranſports. then were mine: : Ac, Ble s Fried.“ 
That being, whoſe charm'd eye thus Susie 

Wo And brighten'd by truth's beams, with raptur'd mind, 

«Lan contemplate like me her light refin'd.” 

* Then lifting in glad extaſy of thought 

, My ardently claſp'd hands to, heaven's blue vault,” 

cc Oh ſacred truth, » 41 cried, „ thou lamp divine, 
What language can n thy precious worth define ? 
What ſoul approve. thy Joys, and abſent then 


« ELVSIVM's pleaſures deem though mix d with men.” 660 


640 
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« Hrre interrupting thus, exclaim'd my friend: 
His bleſſings on thy head great Jove ſhall fend 

If thou preſerve theſe thoughts; nor needs there, ſon, 
15 « My guidance, while thy feet their path thus run. 
For now, reſpecting me, my preſent ſtate 

* Compells me inſtant hence; a bondſman's ſtate 

«« Deprives me of all will; and ſcarce—ſo few 


« The moments now my own, grants one adieu.“ 


WurN cutting ſhort his ſpeech,” % Alas}? 1 cried 22: 


What words have paſs'd thy lips, my gracious guide? | 


What Power compells thee hence? Oh ſound of woe! 
And didſt thou ſay adieu? But whither go? 
From Cyervs, thy quick flight wouldſt thou Lapel 
With inſtantaneous ſpeed I follow too. 
«« For oh! to what rude coaſt, what deſert, lays 
Could I one moment pauſe to join thy way d 

What happieſt ſhore not quit? or lengths of ſea 
«« Not hazard, to partake one lot with thee py 


I faid, and graſp'd him cloſe ; when leſs ſevere,” 
Too vainly” went he on,“ you hold me here: : 
he tender, the ſoft ſcene of former days 
«« Is vaniſh'd, and a different fate now ſways, 

Not leaving, as of late, my will my own; 
2 Elſe, ſhould my very life be Your 8 alone: : 
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% For know, yet do not therefore mourn, dear ſon, 
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My ſorrows at life's evening thus begun, 

You ſee me here a ſlave, and doom'd even now, 
With him that I obey the deep to plow. 

Dire METoents from thirſt of curſed gold, 

At Mements, thy old friend to ETmoes fold : 
With them I ſought Damascvs? eaſtern towers, 
Enduring by the way, long tedious hours, 

While with parch'd feet I travers'd dreary plains 
And deſerts, that ne'er felt refreſhing rains. 
Arriving, and there ſtation'd on the mart, 

With others that ſuſtain'd the ſame ſad part, 
Like merchandize expos'd to public view, 

We rang'd to find freſh fates and maſters new. 
There once again transferr'd, a mighty ſum 

One Hazaer, from the land's laſt limits come, 
To purchaſe at a mart ſo fam'd o'er earth, 
Some ſlave, if ſuch were there, of Arcive birth, 


147 


690 


{Jes 


With whom, he might hold talk of Greece? renown — 


This ſum, as I have ſaid, laid HAZ AEL down. 

So amply have I ſpoke. of GR REC EH ſince then, 
Her ſtatutes ſo deſcrib'd, her arts, and men, 

That HAZ AEL, fram'd his mind for CRETE to fail, 


„Where MiNos, her firſt Mo x ARCH 's race prevail, 


The godlike laws to learn of Minos, ſprung 
From heav'n-deſcended loins, great Jove's own ſon | 
U 2 


710 
© Soon 
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Soon after, he ſet out; but pere half war on 1071 
Has landed for freſh winds compell'd to ſta yr, 
« And now, with many a ſteer of ſpotleſs frame, 
et CyTHEREA ſupplicates the dame— 


© But look, where at yon gate, amid a throng - 
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«© 'The generous man come forth, i its lng | 
His facrifice is done, and favouring gales T 
„Now riſing, you behold, diſtend our fails, 
1 « See if our men collect not on the ſhore ? | | 
J One farewell, my lov'd ſon, and then no möre. 1b brged 
1 "#8: "TME virtuous, though of freedom's blifs debarr d. 
1 «© No lot, impos'd by heaven, ſhould think too hard; 
| But go wherever call'd; their doom fulfil, 
I And patiently ſubmit to heaven's high will. 
q One more adieu; and ever; keep in mind 1 
1 The ſufferings thy great fire is doom'd to find — 
[ Heaven that protects the juſt, vouchſafe my prayer. 
| | „ And guard, as with a ſhield, ULyssEgs! heir.“ 
| Wir this, he turn'd away, prepar'd to go, | eit! 
| When inſtantly thus I:? My MENTOR nb p46. pier 730 
| * Think, think not that to part conſents thy friend ; 4 
N „Nor on thyſelf ſhall now his ſuit depend. 
| % Will pity ſeek in vain this lord to move? 
; „Will he to my requeſt indifferent prove F 
| : 9-71 +0211 1:481Bor 
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60 For bondage I will aſk : Which grace if thou, 

« Chang'd wholly from thyſelf, ſhouldſt difallow, 

„% Thy late advice retract, nor bid me fly 

„If of my flight thyſelf the means deny. 

« And lo! he comes this way: When come, thus low, 
« Will I myſelf, before him, humbly throw. 

« And clinging to his knees, by grief made bold, 
„Till he vouchſafe conſent, not quit my hold. 


* 


74⁰ 


Thy lot then ſhall be mine, for I will crave 


„ This HAZ AEL to account myſelf his ſlave. 
J cannot loſe my ſuit : but grant, my friend, 
Grant he deny—my life then will I end; 
For ſtill *tis in my power at leaſt to lay 

n Strong hand on that, and caſt the load away.” 


* 


HERE finiſhing, I turn'd, and proſtrate now, 
With agonizing heart and humble brow, 750 
At virtuous HAZ AEL's feet by this drawn near, 
% Vouchſafe, me, would have ſaid, thy pitying ear;” 
But wondering he ſhould thus a ſtranger ſee, 
Come forward, and before him bend the knee, 
Forthholding me his arm, the generous man 
* With ſympathizing accents thus began :? 
** Whoever thou mayſt be, make anſwer why, 


'* Thus ſuppliant at my feet, thou ſeekſt to lie? 


2 — 4 FLUE * 8 we | 
r n 


3 


* p * — „ hs — 
— — 5 N ve 10 
” EIT EST a . 1 
* 1 b Y N * — PF * — 
4 * 4 i * 
3 - —_ 
A 5 ——— p * R 
to. . as . 9 
Fad WE? 3 * ps 
* | 3 4 2 
* 2 — 7 3 


— “7 t A 8 
1 ' ——— — Sen 
er 3 od 2 
hs ——_ * : 
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| And Haz AfL ſhall with joy the cauſe remove, 
4 „If to his will his power but equal prove.” 760 
i Thus he; and in return, thus goddeſs I:“ 
1 „ Tiis being I entreat, for that I ſigh: 
1 „ TELEMACHUS I am, a youth, whoſe name 
q For complicated woes, long known to fame, 
1 „] doubt not but my friend has often told, 
4 „% And on my ſorrows dwelt ſo manifold ; 
1 „That friend is now your ſlave : Permit then me 
4 What fate has made of him, myſelf to be. 
1 « If, of a truth, Muxron lets me know, 
j Smit with the love of Wispowm's charms you go, 770 
[ „To ſtudy Mixos' laws, oh while I ſigh, 
j Shut not the gates of mercy to my cry. 
1 &« For ſervitude I kneel; which once to ſhun 
. «© I rather begg'd for death with earneſt tongue; 
| But weighing ſeaſons I now find that then ; 
« Poſſefling as I did this beſt of men, 
{© I ſhould have thought, however ſtern my fate, 
It merited no thought to eaſe the weight. 
„% Now muſt I fear, to find the prayer I frame 
«« Denied me, though ſad ſlay? ry all my claim, 780 
*« Behold me kneel, ye gods! O HAZAEL |! thou 
a Within thy pious mind a place allow _ 
g 8 « To Mixos' holy name; before whoſe roms; 
| „In realms to living ſouls as yet unknown, 


„ That 
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That moment life expires muſt all appear 
«« For judgment on each act committed here.“ 


H heard me, and then bounteous, thus began :* 


No more of theſe complainings, good young man, 


„Of great ULVSsSESs' woes by land and ſea, 

% Thy virtuous friend has told, and fate's decree. 790 
« Taught too by public rumour ſpreading wide 

«© The virtues of good men, our eaſt beſide 

« Has learn'd the hero's fame for matchlefs might, 

„Great wiſdom in debate, and ſtrength in fight : 

« But now of that enough. Then follow me, 

„This moment to yon bark, which hence you ſee, 


„% And as a ſon yourſelf, a father's care 


«« Henceforward in my love expect to ſhare. 


«© This boon do I beſtow at friendſhip's call, 
For MEenTor with me here, my all in all; 80 
„ My monitor, my guide, though deem'd a ſlave, 
To purchaſe whom as ſuch, the ſum I gave 

© In SyYRIA, has brought back a bleſs'd return; 
«A partner who even gives me {till to learn, 

„ How ſweet the love of truth! how pure, refin'd, 
And powerful her ſoft beams to charm the mind 
** Such ſervices to pay, what HAZ AEL can.” 

He faid, addreſſing then the godlike man,” 
| '" "Take 
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Take inſtantly—This moment, thou art free. 


„ give thee to thy friend, and him to thee.” 
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Hr ceas'd, and as he ceas'd, with mighty force, 


Like cataracts, borne headlong from their ſource, 
And hurried down ſome rock, a flood of light, 
A ſtream beyond all utterance pure and bright, 


Inva.led my whole heart; when thus I cried :* 


Oh truly happy day, at length deſcried 
Through vapours of thick night, diſpers'd in air! 


Oh welcomeſt of words that chaſe deſpair ! 


Oh boſom tortur'd long, but now at reſt, 
With extaſy take in thy heaven-born gueſt ! 
Oh land of proſtituted fame, farewell, 
Where guiltineſs indeed delights to dwell ! 


Thy altars, never now ULVvSsES' ſon 


: Shall load with wicked gifts, nor frame his tongue 


To worſhip the indign inglorious dame, 

Whoſe inſpirations breathe a guilty. flame, 

Since HAZAEL, with a hand refembling Jove? s, 
Affords me the glad means to quit thy groves. 
Oh thou, whole pity, ample as a ſirc's, 


Snatches my ſinking youth from vicious fires, 


Safe bears me back to GREECE, and lets me know 


That utmoſt of all joys on earth below, 
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« In Mxxrok found again, again reſtor'd, — 

„% Oh HAZZ AEL, my ſole friend, next heav'n ador'd, 

„Like heav'n, ſince thus thou giv'ſt, like 980 n the Way, 
„ Shew me ſuch love, ſuch goodneſs to repay.” 


I ſaid, when with a bluſh the ſeer replied, 

And following to the bark, we climb its fide ; 
Looſen the rudder bands, launch out from ſhore, 
Stretch to the gale our ſheet, and ſcud before. 
Their toil, with well-tim'd ſtrokes the ſeamen ply, 
And clamorous, rend with ſhouts the vaulted ſky : 
The harbour ſoon is loſt - and ſoon, in air, 

A proſpect indiſtin&t the mountains wear, 

Then wholly diſappear ; while ſafe we ride, 

Borne o'er the ſurges of the ſ welling tide, 


A 


840 


* Py * K _ 


* 


Tus peacefully we cut our liquid way, 
While ſtation'd on the deck from day to day, 
And ſteering our due courſe to land in CRBTE, 


Beneath an awning 8 ſhade we take our ſeat. | 85 


* 


Mid' various other themes, when ſcarce the a 
Of Cyerys we had loſt, our SYRIAN hoſt 
Beſought me of that iſle my thoughts to tell : 
When all things I made known as they befel. 
Mov'd, as I ſaw, my ſtory ſuch to find,” 

« 0 Venvs,” . he exclaim'd, © thou knowſt my mind: 


X « To 
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To thee and thy ſoft ſon my vows I pay, 

« And incenſe on thy altars daily lay, 

Vet ſuffer me to ſcorn the manners vile, 

The infamy and luſt that ſtain thy iſle, 860 
And execrate with ſcorn the guilty train, 

Who impudently throng thy facred fane.“ 


Tur modeſt SyRIAN thus: then flew the hours, . 
In various talk, till roſe the CRET AN towers. 


No theme of vulgar kind, no converſe light 

The tedious day abridg'd, or lingering night: 
But ſacred the whole theme, ſublime, refin'd. 
And ſuited to great MenTor's godlike mind. 
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Of omnipreſent Jove, to HAZ AE firſt, 5 
With elocution ſweet, the ſage convers'd ; 870 


2 


Whoſe power created ocean, earth, and air, | 
And all things that life's. breath or | ſubſtance ſhare ; 


Who with a ray divine man's breaſt endues, 


* * 


A beam that from his own bright blaze enſues ; 


LI 


And which, if any want, that wretched man,“ 
That outcaſt from heaven's eye,” the ſage began,” 
«« Reſembles ſuch as breathe the frigid zone, Long 
Where day is ſuch a length of time unknown. 


«« Thus HAZ AEL, in dull ſleep for ever yawn 


Man's miſerable race by pleaſure drawn, — 
| TOE | n Who 
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„Who cultivating ſole at folly's call, 


Joys tranſient as the moon, her votarics fall. 
«« The truly wiſe and virtuous few not ſo: 

„ Their homage they devote to nought below; 
« But ſacred reaſon take their ſteps to guide, 
And every thing ſave that with ſcorn deride. 
„ To virtue her bleſt power inclines the will, 
« And turns us from each path that leads to ill. 
« Bright monitor, that equal with the flame 

T Reſtoring to new life at morn our frame, 890 
«© To JUPITER we owe, whoſe hands diſpenſe. 


Each bleſſing, man receives, a ſtore immenſe ! 


Then lowly let us bow. before his throne, 

« Adore him for his gifts, and humbly own 

« His inexhauſted mercies overflow, 

«© And every precious boon on man beſtow, 
Like ocean, whoſe deep bed redundant, pours 


A thouſand different ways her watery ſtores, 


« And viſits the whole earth with ſtreams profound, 
Still waſting | and ſtill fill'd on all ſides round.” 900 


* Tuvs Mrxrok, while myſelf, though ill my mind, 
© The wiſdom of his words thus heard divin'd, 
Took in I knew. not what, ſublime and great 
* Senſations ; which to tell no words have weight. 8 
X 2 My 


* 
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My heart, by the idea touch'd, grew warm, 
And dreſs'd in all her charms, truth's lovely form 


Shone potent on my ſoul : nor ceas'd he here; 


But now addreſſing me, and now the ſeer, 


With arguments divine, went on to ſhow 
What happineſs the gods on man beſtow. 


Of heroes he next ſpoke ; of bards divine; 


Of ages, when deep. hid within its mine, 
The ſhining ore that gave thoſe times a name 


Was hid, deep hid from piercing PHozsus* flame. 
Of nature yet unborn, what time it lay 


In chaos, when the god with genial ray 
Call'd forth the ſluggiſh maſs, and bade the earth 


With its circumfluent waters ſpring to birth. 
Of juſt DEvcALioN too ; the invading. flood 


When every mortal man, with forfeit. blood 


His various crimes. aton'd; and earth renew?d. 


When PVRRHA for new. ſons with fervour ſued : 


Of LE THE?S ſtagnant ſtream, whoſe, dreary. wave, 
Man's fpirit, when it leaves the. fleſhly: grave, 


Fate ſentences to paſs ; of ceaſeleſs pains, 


For impious man reſerv'd on PLuTo's: plains ; 


And laſt of all, the ſage. with accents ſweet, 
Suiting his theme, deſcrib'd ELYSIUM'S ſeat, 
Region of bliſs, and ever blooming fields, 

That to the righteous dead ſuch- tranſport yields ! 


2 ———— h— — — 
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Now ſtemming on, we paſs the RuoDIaN bay, 

And to CRETE's ſea-girt ſhore direct our way : 

Nor long, on the ſmooth ocean had we fail'd, 

But muſic of ſoft kind, - we thought, prevail'd. ; 
© Unconſcious of its cauſe, we look around 
And gather in the bow and drink the found. 

Thron'd in his flaming car, the god of day 
Now darted from above his noon-tide ray ; 

Each whirlwind in its cave was lull'd to ſleep, 

And zephyrs only fann'd the dimpling deep. 940 
While louder by degrees the muſic grew, 

Vet eager we ſtill ſtretch our thoughtful view, 
Unknowing whence it came : but ſee, at laſt, 

Far diſtant, a long train in proſpect vaſt, 

Their liquid way direct, and cleave the main 
From ArRICA's black coaſt to As1a's plain. 

Oh may ſome god, with his ſuperior might, 
Inſpire me to deſcribe the glorious ſight! 


FRS, beautiful to view, came failing by, 

A dolphin train, whoſe ſcales of deepeſt dye, 950 
* With brightly burniſh'd gold and azure, ſhone 

Reſplendent as at eve the ſetting ſun, . 

They gambol'd to quaint figures as they paſs'd, 

And round them, like heaven's bow, the waters caſt. 
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Theſe following in their path, and cloſe behind, 
Succeeded a long troop of TRITON kind, 


With horns that to the region round conveyed 
That muſic the whole train divinely play'd : 
Of theſe, as we could ſee, a form, part man 
And fiſh his other part, led on the van; 
CoERULEUS' mighty ſon, ſuperior far 

In ſtature to the reſt that girt a car, 

Where gloriouſly array'd in all her pride, 

His mother we beheld the deep divide, 


Fair AMPHITRITE, conſort of the god, 


Ruling the deep with arbitrary nod. 


« Rars'd in her chariot, on a throne of ſtate, 
The ſweetly ſmiling dame repos'd her weight, 
And while ſhe look'd around, her better hand 
Waving a golden ſceptre o'er the band, 
Aw'd into blind reſpe& the willing ſea : 

While more rejoic'd, her left and poliſh'd knee 
Supported a young god, on whom with joy 
Ineffable, ſhe gaz d, then kiſs'd the boy; 


Or feeling a ſoft mother's ardent flame, 


Lock'd in her cloſe embrace his beauteous frame. 


Four beauteous courſers link'd of ſpotleſs breed, 


Such courſers as by ſtreams celeſtial feed, 
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* Like 
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6 Like ſnowy fleeces white, and fleet though ſtrong, 


Led by the TRrIiToNs, drew their queen along. 980 
Of ſilver, were the full the flowing bands, 
By human {ſkill not fram'd, or human hands. 


A 


+ A ſhell appear'd the car, whoſe glorious hue: 

q | - Was not to mortal art but heavenly due; 

1 And gold, her chariot wheels of burniſh'd frame, 

Purg'd from their earthly droſs in ſevenfold flame. 

« Cloſe in her rear a damfel train begun, 

* A numerous mingled crowd, divinely young, 

* Whoſe ringlets, as their way they urg'd behind, 

« Wav'd with the motion of the balmy wind. 990 
Thus forward paſs'd the train; while high in air 
Still ſwifter the ſwift goddeſs flight to bear, 

A purple ſheet we ſaw that caught the gale, 

* While infant breathing zephyrs fill'd the ſail. 

Stern EoLvus aloft, of rheumy mein, 

surrounded with moiſt clouds was likewiſe ſeen. 

His wrinkle-furrow'd front, his face of care, 


* His aſpect wet with rains, his gloomy air, 


La) 
* 


His dew-diſtilling eyes, and frown ſevere, 
Still, ſtill, methinks, I ſee: ſtill, goddeſs, hear 1000 
The tyrant bid awhile his ſtorms not blow ; 


While round him, in their caves deep ſunk below, 


Huge 
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Huge whales, and every monſter of the main, 
Mov'd with the muſic of the Tz1Ton train, 
Quit their moiſt grots at once, together riſe, 
On AMPHITRITE gaze with raviſh'd eyes, 
And gambol round the goddeſs as ſhe flies. 


END OF BOOK IV. 
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ADVENTURES 
TELEMACHUS. 


AN EPIC POEM. 


BOOK v. 


ARGUMENT. 
The Narration of TEeLEM ACHUS continued: his Arrival in CxR TR 
the Expu Jon of IvoMENEvs From that Kingdom ; the Exerciſes 
propoſed for the Election of 4 Monarch in his Stead; TELE- 
 MAcnvs's Triumph in them, and his Reply to three Queſtions, 


as a T, rial of ſuperior Underflanding in the C andidate to be elected 
King. WE 


Hare pauſing a ſhort ſpace, the youth went on, 
Addreſſing as before the attentive throng. 


1 Scarce, had the blooming goddeſs and her train 
* Eluded our ftretch'd fight, now ſtretch'd in vain, | 
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But CRT EOS aſpiring hills in prolpect ſe, 
* Mix'd indiſtinctly with the vaulted ſkies. 
And venerable Ip A crown'd with years, 
Her ſummit o'er each mountain round her rears, 

As circled in ſome mead by many a fawn, : 

* Their mother, whoſe large antlers grace the lawn. 10 
Not Cyprus; for at length drawn near the ſtrand, 

Her region we could mark; not CVrRVUS' land A 

© Inimical to toil, ſo fruitleſs ſeem d, 

As fertile this of CRETE, whoſe boſom teem'd 

With plenty, the ſweet recompence of toil, 


Joy to the ſwain, and beauty to the ſoil. 


O every ſide ſent forth, our wondering ſight 
Through the wide range of many a vale and height, 
Of cities, towns, and cots, beheld a ſtore, | 
« Unnumber'd as the ſands on LyB1a's ſhore. . 20 
While on champions round, ſtood plain expreſs'd 

+ The labour that had till'd her fertile breaſt, 15 

For ne' er the rankling weed, and choaking thorn 
There ſpringing through neglect, obſtruct the corn. 

"T hrough ev'ry vale pour'd out, and ev'ry hill, 

Flocks numerous we obſerv'd the country fill. 

« With Ceres, ſmil'd the fields, and bluſhing round, 
Groves of pomegranate trees the mountains crown'd :: 
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« Sprung too the grape, and ripening in its prime, 
Empurpled with bright hues the glowing clime, 20 
And promis'd ev'ry gift that Bacchus knows 

Jo lenify the cup of human woes. 


a Arp the various talk, that wil'd the day, 

(For diſtant yet from port, we cut our way) ; 

« To HAZzAEL and myſelf, the godlike man, 

* Ere well the train had paſs'd, anew began 5 

« When firſt with manhood's prime my breaſt was ſtrung, 

% And undergoing toils, it fhrunk at none, 

„ landed here in CRETE, and therefore well 

«+ The ſtory of her power and fame can tell. 

% Through every realm of earth, her praiſe is known, 2 | 

Her hundred-gated realm and warlike throne. 4 
Her ſons ſhe feeds with eaſe, and views the throng 

© Grow every day more healthful, rich, and ſtrong; 
For tender mother-like, whoſe conſtant care 


«© Waits on the babe late granted at her prayer, 


4 


A 


cc 


* 


Strain'd cloſe in her embrace, when fears alarm 
And threaten the Iov'd little one with harm; = 
With tenderneſs not leſs, our parent earth 1 : . | | 
Feeds thoſe that from her womb firſt drew their birth, 
If only, they apply their ſtrength to toil, 

And cultivate untir'd the fruitful ſoil. 


Y 2 From 


T 
4e 
x x . 
cc V 
: 50 j 
; 
«c 


«ce 


- * _ * =" N 
i Re ; 6 6 ” * 5 "ER Cx 
6 . 8 ä . R cr 9 . " 8 N e 
EST de As Cote era be DR a att ed Ga CS N 5 , i 2 a 1 1 N \ Fs A BT 
, 9 CY C A 4 ä W ö r g * Os FIT * vary þ e . p — n 2 e $ 5 
* * ö 12 _ 2 - "ID 99 * : N * — 9 > l N 2 x N n y on 55 2 W 7 mY, 
* * 2 ? OT * N * GGG 6 8 is 8 r p %⅛ XX... . 0 Ae; OR LI OE NCT a4 es $512 $59 . 
. N 88 ä — * 9 5 * COTS IE n 5 5 3 7 IS "Fr N 7 X * N e Jn £5} rene Ty n N N FATE” 71640 FE 1 4 1 
ä 9 R GGG * N ye MI ILY ; l 9 R 240 RE BO Ae oe LO ens Ch ONES „ %%% ²⅛˙ðòði: ̃̃̃ ᷑ ..,... REES $02 CAN IN Be TW [ x 
p 9 N 1 ä c e 3 8 9 * : l ee IN? 8 : / . ns I Es e n 5 „SCG * x - _ ids n eva R a * 
8 9 = * — A r e — 9 75 0 7 > 599 5 5 K % rr Wu Pas CE ONE Ce LOTS oth ee e r ” r . RG 8 * 8 5 4 4 
a "Te ** 1 ” Y - £24. * LA 1 n 1 * ASSES * NN D ON INS, pI Wy l 9 e 7 — e S n SELIG ene 1 % 22 + 4 5 a — * 8 * 
* — k A e * TOUS * «> IEF 9 8 5 5 ö - WP Ps 2 ft CINE dnt — IT . IA 5. > N 8 8 a7 Wo oe > Af 888 > 5 c 8 * n * 
* 1 * 9 2 TO ds Cd aa T AVE It as Y fs * f A POL: n Ne n n N Tf * * p / N , O wo : j * * a 
* ö 1 9 G 2 4 9 A W IO „ r SY n r 1 $ n MLA : Þ POE” £3 4% 5 FRI 4 3 i, 
6 is P ä IT Et ode c 58 2 . . . 8 . . : N * * 1 F 6 
x F - - 1 Ig” ves ok 6% . . - : + N 4 2 * > * a os ö * 
8 $a : N * n N 5 1 
y 1 3 7 5 i K 
— 9 1 4 A * " * ” 


164  TELEMACHUS, woo v. 


++ From avarice and ambition's fountain flows, 
In every age, the ſource of human woes: 
And diſcontented man, who graſps at all 
„The enjoyments of this ſublunary ball, 

+ By wealth's deteſted means, deſir'd in vain, 
« His days conſumes in grief, his nights in pain, 
« Whereas would he but ſeek what nature needs, 
„That jealouſy and fear his ardour breeds, 

Would headlong wing their flight, and every ſhore 
uy Reſembling this of CRETE, diſturb'd no more, 


«© From war, with other plagues, approve releaſe, 


6 


* 


6 


And to each other faithful, live in peace.”? 


* Tuvs PALLAS; to whom thus the SVRIAN cries 2” 
O Mxrok, whoſe great ſtrain is truly wiſe, 
In nothing can we doubt that CreTE. has grown 
% Such as ſhe is, through Minos? laws alone. 

„ But let us know what cauſe has kept them pure, 
From time's all-changing hand till now ſecure, 
„And fay too, how it haps that Mixos' heirs, 
Down to that king who now the ſceptre bears, 
Smit with the love of power, have ne'er betray'd 
Their ſacred truſt, oppreſſing thoſe they ſway'd:” 
Thus, anxious to gain wiſdom, HazAEL cries, 
And bounteous in theſe words the ſage replies: 


60 
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« THAT cauſe ſhalt thou be told; and wondering, find, 


What godlike virtues ſprung in Mixos' mind, 
When aided from above, his patriot hand 

Thoſe ſacred ſtatutes penn'd, that bleſs the land. 
No wiſh his toil debas'd, a throne to gain, 

That as his own, his children's might remain. 
The firſt decree he gave, his love made known 
That ſet aſide his children from the throne, 

If wavering they appear'd in virtue's caufe, 

And pledg'd not their firm faith to keep his laws. 
Hence comes it, my good friend, and hence alone 
Why faithful to its truſt remains the throne. 

Of CRETE, what reſis to tell ; and what her laws, 
My converſe, HAZ ABL, oft on CRETE's applauſe 
Already has made known: yet once again 

That my TELEMACHus, decreed to reign, 

May learn what mighty cauſe has MiNos? land 
On Minos to look back, and bleſs his hand, 
Deign patient, the inſtructive ſtrain to hear, 

Nor fancy the long tale can dull appear. 


** WHATEVER then, my ſon, the CRETAN ſhore 
Of bleſſings has to boaſt, a copious ſtore !. 
From Minos? hand proceeds, whoſe early thought, 
When ſcarcely with fit powers the child was fraught 
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« His infant mind to train, matur'd the ſtate, 
And keeps it as of old ftill truly great. 
«© Hence, every ſon of CRETE is brave and fiirong ; 
And labour without pauſe employs the throng : 
For downward, through each claſs, from Yin that reigns, 
| « To the low hind that cultivates the plains, | 
| « Each CRET AN lives by toil; and foe to waſte, 
« And turning from full meals that ſoothe the taſte, 
: At precious health's expence, to age he grows 
„ Contented with that food his field beſtows. 110 
„ While foremoſt though in war, her heroes ſtand 
«© An emulous, brave, martial, generous. band, 
With nobler courage far their boſoms glow - 
Than merely without dread to face a foe, 
«© For ſcornful of ſoft eaſe, and riches vain, 
«© 'They huſband too, with care the fertile plain, 
| % And healthful made by toil, enjoy the ſtore | 
| | Decreed them by the gods that * their ſhore. 


9 complicated crimes, ſo great her praiſe |: 
„ Has CRETE, at no time trod the horrid ways; 120 
„ For with ſharp terrors arm'd, her laws reſtrain 
« Hypocriſy, ingratitude, and gain ; 

«« Gigantic fins all three, and other erimes 
«« Engendering, that pollute theſe iron times. 
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66 Survey the city round, nor golden domes | 

«© Where ideot wonder's eye bewilder'd roams, 

Nor feſtivals of pomp, nor rich array, 

Nor palaces that croud the public way, 

Nor columns carv'd in wood, or cut in ſtone 

For human uſe, not heaven's, in CRxETE are known. 130 
« What ſhame, would Mixos ſay, that human pride 

« Should imitate the gods where they refide | 

Or merely walk abroad in garments proud, 

who With bageantry's elf glare to page the croud e 


HERE interrupting thus, this ſage diſcourſe 

] ventur'd to break off, and aſk'd what force 

Lay veſted in the king | When thus my friend : , 

«© Unlimited command, the race extend 

„Of royal MINOS born: but know, my 6 

„They too muſt keep his laws, from whom they bnag, 140 


Dominion they may urge beyond controul, 

If repreſenting heaven, and juſt of ſoul, 

** They ſtudy to promote their country's good; 

If miſery, their proud views, they find, withſtood. 
„For thus to guard his iſle from tyrant rage, 


„Thus argued, in old times, the careful ſage: 


66 


Though frequently kings wield an iron rod, [ (| 


Let merciful to man, ne'er meant the god, i} 
* Such 


te 


*© The monarch he approves ſhould nought enjoy 
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The welcome port of CRETE receiv'd our prow, 


Such tyrants ſhould oppreſs a race born free: 
Deteſtable, dire thought ! each deſpot' r plea 


Apart from the poor hind, whoſe hard employ 
When the firſt dawn appears, with ceaſeleſs toil, 
Is for a maintenance to tend the ſoil. 

In fortitude alone, for ſuffering pain 
Pre-eminently rais'd oer every fwain. 

And ſuch, too, of his care the conflant weight, 
Should at the expence of life defend his ſtate. 


And when peace flouriſhes, with zeal maintain 


Each ſtatute of the land that owns his reign. 


« Tyvs argued, my lov'd ſon, in days of yore, 


Great Mixos, who now bleſs'd on PLuTo's ſhore, 


Due recompence by heaven to virtue paid, 


And wiſdom, that ſcarce yields to wiſdom's Maio, 
Dread arbiter ! fits awful and controuls 

The fortune of all earth's departed ſouls. 

His doctrine, therefore, ſtore within thy mind, 
And when exalted to controul mankind, 


The maxims thou haſt heard, with zeal obey, 
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Nor think that for aught elſe, heaven gives thee ſway.“ 170 


HERE ended our diſcourſe; for, goddeſs, now, 
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And acclamations rend the ecchoing ſtrand: 


Then inſtantly debark, and walking on, 


Sights of new kind our pleaſing path prolong, | 
Till DE DALus“ proud dome attracts our view, 
Whoſe building we admire, and builder too; 
Yet dare not enter in, as once of old 


EGEAN TRESREUSs did, with ardour bold, 


Adventurous to unwind the doubtful way, 
Through mazes that each foot had led aſtray. 
Content, then, we tranſmit our ſtraining ſight, 


169 


Where winding with flant way, we moor at land, 


180 


Through long arcades, whoſe roof projects a ni ight ; 


When ſuddenly uproſe a murmur loud, 


Such ſhoutings as beſpoke ſome mighty cond. 
Hearing we look' d, and ſaw a mighty throng 
Thick on the farther ſhore impell'd along; 


And turning to a youth, enquir'd why ran, 
Together ſuch a croud, who thus began: 


© IpoMENEUS our king, DevcaLion's ſon, 
From Minos, the firſt ſage here ruling, ſprung, 


Some rolling ſeaſons paſs'd, from this his ſhore 


To ASIAN PRIAM's realm his bark ſteer'd o'er : 


190 


To AsIan PRIAM's realm, whoſe walls laid low, 


And heroes, in long exile, doom'd to go, 


7 


«© The 
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 Aw'd, he lifts up his eye to heaven's dark ſphere ; 
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Even Idomen himſelf was ſeiz'd with fear; 


| Whoſe ſceptre, when outſtretch'd, the ſea deforms, 


+ And driving back the winds to gain their caves, 

With uncontroul'd command appeas'd the waves. 

While here, with us in CRETE, the monarch's ſon, 
When rumour ſpoke his father's warfare done, 2.20 


The chief would have return'd ; but cruel fate 

Who rigidly purſues the brave and great, 

With fiercely raging ſtorms, oppos'd his way, 

And .raviſh'd from his eye the fight of day. 5 00 
In ev'ry frightful form, the wretched crew 2-147; 
Death's wide extended pit ſaw full in view : 


And NeeTuNE's name invoking, thus implores: 


Oh thou Omnipotent, whom PYLE adores, 


Whenever thou thinkſt fit with ſudden ſtorms, 

Or mitigates her rage, propitious deigu | 

A miſerable monarch's faltring ftrain. 16.49 210 
So if thy mercy his toſr'd bark reſtore 

Safe from this ſtorm to gain his native ſhore, 

He, firſt of all there met, of human race, 

A ſacrifice of thanks thy fane ſhall grace. 


« Tux monarch thus addreſs'd, and ſtraight the god 
O'er ocean wav'd on high his awful rod, 5 


«« Betook 
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„ Betook him to the ſhore, in hope and fear, 
« And languiſh'd to behold the bark draw near, 
« But knew not the dire boon, unhappy youth |! 


Heaven deſtin'd ſhould befal his filial truth. 
„ IDOMENEVS arrives, and proſtrate pays 


To every god alike his grateful praiſe ; 
*« But ſoon has cauſe to curſe his coward tongue, 
For uttering the dire vow that Nee TUNE won. 


Since, from his bark, now having gain'd the ſtrand, 


« And anxious to review his native land, 

„% When through the city's gates but few had pour'd 
% To welcome their loſt lord, at length reſtor'd 

« Sudden, the monarch groans, and now, no more 
„ With tranſport, as he hop'd, reviews the ſhore : 

« But dreading to look up, with wiſhes vain, 
Would from his ſight exclude the crowding train a 
« As fearing the moſt lov'd of all mankind 

T Firſt of the ruſhing multitude to find. 


«© Non groundleſs was his fear : the unhappy fire, 


44 Pierc'd at the fight quite through with anguiſh dire, | 


«+ Turn'd inſtantly away, and ſought in vain 
Some ſacrifice leſs precious for the fane: 
** While, at the view ſurpriz d, and ſtruck to find 
Such agony diſtract the heroe's mind, 

2 2 
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„ By deareſt filial love, the ſon impell'd 
« His father in cloſe folds of fondneſs held. 


CY 


«© Hz held him; nor could words awhile find way; 
« His lips long falter'd in the vain eſſay ; 
Till thus at length he ſpoke: Oh father, why 
„Halte thy foot thus, while eager I draw nigh ? 
«© Why, after thy long toils at PHRYGIA's ſhore, 


„% And every ill endur'd now ever oer, 
%% Thus over flow thy eyes, though now again, 
1 _ Safely reflor'd thou treadſi the CrETAN plain SR 
. « Why, tell me, thou thus ſeekſt to fly thy ſon? 
*« What, to deſerve ſuch colanefs have I done? 
66 | Whereto, with many a groan, the king replied : : 
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« Tnexorable god, to whom the tide 
« My tempeſt beaten bark ſo lately plough'd, 
lj « Was merciful, how: raſbly have I vow'd! 


[ And woman like incurr'd a cowards fear ! 


Ä ͤ— DE on ny nent 1 ů ne 
— 4 „ . 


* While thy too kind, alas! too gracious ear 
Mas open to the wiſh a madman made, 
And curr'd him with the boon for which he pray'd. 
66 If pity then for one of human kind, 


| 
ik « Pre-eminent in grief, can touch thy mind, 
| 


«« Daſh, daſh me on ſome rock, or once again 
| | Drive out my veſſel ta the ſtormy main. 
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« But, unavailing ſuit | It will not be: 
Accept then at my hands, an offering free, 

« The life blood I now ſhed; whoſe ſtream ſhall run 
« Full chearfully to ſave a wretched ſon. 


« He ended, and with ſpeed his faulchion drew 
Dire homicide ! to pierce his vitals through: 
But warding off the blow, a faithful band 

Then crouding to the ſpot, reſtrain'd his hand. 


£ 


* 


. 


© SOPHRONIMUS, the ſage, whoſe holy {kill 
Prophetic, could divine. the Eternal's will, 
Thus piouſly exclaims: Forbid it thou, 


4 


a 


* 


Thron d gloriouſiy an high OLyMevs' brow, 
Who ſafe from every ill preſerv'ſl mankind, 
That murder ſhould rejaice thy brother's mind: 


„Commit thee then to prayer, and monarch know 


He plunges not thy. ſon to ſhades below : 


Precipitate and raſh has been thy vow, 

« Encreaſe not then its guilt, more guilty now, 
By ſtifling in thy breaſt, the tender call 

N of nature, that forbids thy ſon ſhould fall ; 
% But rather let thy hand the crime atone, 


© And offerings on his fane be made to groan. 
With bandages that bluſh like early morn, 


Let conſecrated hands thaur brow adarn, 
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« And ſupplicate the god, uith ardour meet, 
*« His anger to forego, and ſmile on CRETE. 


«© So counſell'd, but in vain the pious ſage : 
«© For inſtantly the king, inflam'd with rage, 
Shot lightning from his eye-balls o'er the Fein 5 
«© And his chang'd aſpect terrified the train: 
IL ien. with a heart of ſympathy, the ſon 
„ Obſerving what he ſuffer d, thus s bogun 01.24 e 4300 


ws 0 father, for my ſake, indulge 1 fear ; 4 

This life of mine, alas! not worth one tear, 

« Thou knowſt I can refign : then bring not down, 
On thy devoted head, heaven's vengeful Hun; * 
55 For gladly ſball I die, and dying find 

% A heavenly beam of joy illume my mind, 
Reflecting thou art ſafe, and heaven aton'd : 

« Then ftrike, nor let ny diſmal lot be moar'd ; 
For gloriouſly, I deem this life he ends, 

«« Who dying, ſaves that life whence his deſcends. . 0 


«« He finiſh'd: but was doom'd to ſpeak no more ; 
% For Ipo MEN, whoſe breaſt fell furies tore, 25 
„ Ruſh'd ſudden to aſſail his generous ſon, 
«© And buried in his breaſt the faulchion ſhone ; 


„Then, 
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% Then, from the wound, with ſuicide's intent, 
Forth furiouſly the two-edg'd ſteel he rent; 

„The meditated death, a dreadful deed, | 

« His horror-ſmitten friends that fail'd in ſpeed 

« 'The wretched ſon. to ſave, prevent once more; 

„ While half already dead, and bath'd in gore, 

„% The murder'd youth ſinks down. — He faints—he dies: 
Dark ſhadows, overfpread his ſwimming eyes: 

«« Pangs greater than what tend the matron's throes, 
% Crack almoſt: their ſtrain'd ſtrings that fain would cloſe 
Vet anxious ſtill to view the chearful day, 

« Half open, but too feeble turn away. 

T So flouriſhes at firſt, ſo falls, fo lies 

% The lily that but late beheld the ſkies. 

«© Now ſunder'd from its root, and torn away 

The cruel ploughſhare's ſpoil, its hues decay. 

«« Yet gradual fades each charm ; but earth no more 
« Its drooping frame ſupports as heretofore. 

© So witneſs all the throng. their monarch's ſon, 

„ Cloſe premature a life: but juſt begun, 

„ While IDoMEN flies frantic o'er the plain, 

4 Invoking his lov'd ſon, invok'd in vain. 


Fo ſtruggling now their laſt, his ſpirits. yield, 
And leave him a pale corſe to preſs the field: 
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«« His 
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His deſtiny affects the train with ire, 

They vow to *venge his death and curſe the ſire. 340 
Ahe inſenſate king they view, and ruſhing on, act 91 
« Cry out as if one ſoul impell'd the throng, 

„ The gods, for ſuch a deed their will make _— 

« And our juſt vengeance now becomes their own. © 
„ With that, dire furies hurry on the train, Leben 1 

% For wiſdom late renown'd o'er earth's domain. 
In rage they drown her voice, and now no more 
” Great Minos' grandſon own that rul'd their ſhore, - 
His few remaining friends the monarch guide, 
Where floating near the land, his veſſels Tide, 350 
And entering with their king, a faithful band, 
„% The haulſers cut in twain ; then launch from land; 

« And bidding their loſt ſhore a long farewell, 
Reſolve to ſeek new climes wherein to dwell. - 
Thus CRETE, the unhappy king for ever left, 

Of all excepting life and limb bereft ; 

„Since when, as we are told, Hespenrta” 8 plain 
Took hoſpitably in the wandering train, 

„Where new abodes they build with buſy hand, 

« And fortify with towers SALENTUM's ſtrand.” 360 


TRR courteous ſpokeſman ſaid, and then went on:“ 
« Thus, Ipomen from CxETE, for ever gone, 
| 5 10 And 
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« And no one left to rule the CRETHAN plain, 

« Eleting now a king o'er CRE TE to reign, 

cc "har hoary ſeers are met. From every ſhore, 

Since IvomEn firſt fled invited o'er, 

40 And while we ſpeak, convene the brave and wile, 

By conteſt to obtain the regal prize. 

The regal prize Who wins, muſt prove endow'd 

« With talents that ſcarce gift the common crowd : 370 
« With pliancy of limb, with ſtrength of frame, | 

&« And underſtanding's gifts to urge his claim. | 

Full plainly may you ſee from whence we ſtand 

« A cloud of incenſe mount along the ſtrand. 

« is there, the affembled chiefs are ſet to weigh 

« 'The candidates? deſerts that ſtrive for ſway. 

« Already, the great conteſt ſeems begun : 

«© Haſte then, and combat you the reſt among ; 

+ Afſſur'd that he alone, who, mid the band, 

on Proves conqueror, ſhall be crown'd, and rule our land. 380 


« HE ended, and then pointing out the way, 
We follow, this new conteſt to ſurvey ; 

+ Obtaining ſoon the ſpot, an ample ſpace 
surrounded by tall trees that veil'd the place. 

* An amphitheatre was planted round 

* The vacant ſpot within of ſandy ground ; 


Aa | © Whoſe 
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Whoſe ſeats the mix'd ſpectators cover'd o'er : 
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While thoſe who meant to ſtrive poſſeſs'd the ſhore. - 


They tender the firſt ranks; for, goddeſs, know, 
Wherever Puoksus ſhines, or waters flow, | 
All thoſe who ſpeak of CRETE, record her praiſe. 
For eminence in hoſpitable ways. 8 


With kindneſs they invite my friends and me, 


As rivals to come forth, but leave us free. 


The weakneſs of his frame, oppreſs'd with age, 
Pleads MNT OR to decline the combat's rage : 
The SyRrRIaN, want of health, while I alone 


To ripen'd years of ſtrength and manhood grown, 


Am found without excuſe, and yield conſent : 
But firſt on my friend's eye my own I bent, 
Aſſur d by what I ſaw, how much the ſage 
Was anxious the fierce fight to have me wage. 


* THAT inſtant I ſtand forth, and glow to meet 
The rivals of my fame, and merit CRETR. 

My clothes I caſt aſide: the ſerving train 
Officious in the a&, their parts ſuſtain, _ 

And pour'd from golden urns, a glittering ſhow ! 
To lubricate my joints, rich unguents flow. 
Through all the ſeated crowd, from man to man, 
As plainly I could hear, a murmur ran 


| 390 


400 
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That ITnacvs* young heir, invited o'er 
In common with the reſt had ſought their ſhore 


« To aggrandize (they whiſper'd) his renown, | | ö 
And combat to obtain the CRETAN crown. | 
Nor wanted there of thoſe, who planted round I | 
„Were witneſs to the games, and throng'd the ground, x 
A CRET AN here and there, to whom my mein . j 
At ITHaca, they ſaid, full often ſeen, 5 | 
« Was not entirely ſtrange ; and theſe I found, 
« Wiſh'd I might cloſe the day with conqueſt crown'd. 420 | | 

| 
Bor filence now enſues, and all the crowd | 
T heir mingled noiſes ceaſe, and plaudits loud. | 


When in the wreſtler's toil to prove their might, 
With trumpets, the loud herald train invite 


The vigorous and alert, and all that dare | 
With brave and brawny arm the combat ſhare. | | 
The challenge proffer'd thus, an eager throng 5 I | 
* Ruſh forward to engage, robuſt, and ſtrong : 95 '| 
I contemplate their port; yet void of fear i1 
The common claim put in, and perſevere, 430 j 
* Reſolving as I ſtood, to combat laſt | j 
That rival whoſe good hap the reſt ſurpaſs'd. 


Fon now began the fight, and plaudits loud 


CY 


On evry ſide roſe up, where ſtood the crowd. 
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A youth from ſea-girt Ruopzs to Cx RTE there came, 
Of manhood in full bloom and nervous. frame, 

* Whoſe proweſs conquer'd all that durſt oppoſe, 

And with the ſinewy youth preſume to, cloſe. 

Him, goddeſs, I ſprung forth, intent to meet 5 
And conquer, or myſelf incur deine | 19111 5:86 
i But wrought on, as I found, with ſecret hame, 
1 As fearing at one ſtroke to cruſh my frame, 

© The youth would have withdrawn; * inſtant L 

1 © Preventing his retreat undaunted cry :. 0 

| Though triumph be thy boaſt, yet his al SLY 

. That now Ur vsszs' ſon comes forth thy. foe: 

Nor yet do thou his weakly frame deſpiſe, 

ll; % Deficient ſtrength of bone, and dwarf- like ſize, 

« Since victory is Joveg's, and Jove is juſt; 


For conqueſt on whoſe aid; I| place- my truſt; 450 
«© Return then, and once more aſſert thy fame, 
Or yield thee, and bear hence a coward's name. 


* 
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* Tavs challeng'd, he ſtopp'd ſhort, then ruſh'd along, 
And graſp'd me with an arm reſolv'd and ſtrong: 
With equal rage impell'd, his worſt I dare, 
Stand firm, and to ſupport the attack prepare. 
Now eager we conflict, we tug, we try, 


And every nerve extend, and ſinew ply ; 


* 


* 
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„ With ſhoulder in the fray, to ſhoulder join'd, 


« Foot, foot ; with arms like ſnakes together twin'd, 460 
And muſcles. of each limb diſtended wide, . | 
Each other we oft hale from fide to fide. ll 
Thus obſtinate, we ſtrive, we keep the field, 5 | 


Unable both to win, yet loth to yield, 
Till ſmiling to my fide, came fortune o'er ; [| 
And vainly, while my foe, behind, before, 1 | | 
« On this fide, and on that, effay'd my fall, 1 
With fervour to great Jove for aid I call, 


And graſp him with a force, which heaven, my friend, 9 


Breath'd in my frame, when lo! his reins I bend ; 470 
And yielding, the prone champion falls along. 
With ſhouts at my ſucceſs, the applauding throng 

| Cry: «© Conqueſt to great ITHACUs' brave ſon !” 


* While proſtrate at my foot, the Ryopian flung, 1 
* Avows the conteſt loſt: I ſtretch my hand, | 1 
Aſſiſting him to riſe, then join the band. | — 
| 5 8 4 

* AND now, again, once more, the heralds cry :? i 
{+ Thoſe preſent, who with gauntleſs dare defy, | 
The oppoſing foe, ſtand forth, and inſtant arm.“ | 


They challeng'd, and a throng accept the alarm. — 0+ 


A nobly-featur'd youth from Samos? ifle, 
* Whoſe nervous, whoſe ſtrong limbs were us'd to toil, _ 
| * Subdwd. 


\ 
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i « Subdu'd the reſt with eaſe nor o'er the field 


Was one except myſelf unforc'd to yield. 
c Such proweſs, though the crowd amaz d behals, 


= * I ruſh to meet his arm, alert and bold : 

* But find how vain my hopes ; ; for [I the lit 

| I enter, but too feeble to reſiſt, 

| ESE Am backward drove again with ſtaggering feet: 

I} 2 His conqueſt, with applauſe the aſſembly greet. | 490 
Fr «© Brave SAMIAN,” * they cry out,” «© well done A crown 
N „And CRETE ſhall be the prize of thy renown !” 


* . 


His praiſes thus ſent up, the SAMIAN hears, 

And with new hope and ſtrength, high fluſh'd appears. 
With triple fury fill'd, his eye-balls flame; 

While heavy falls his gauntlet on my frame. 
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Blood, mix'd with ſweat and duſt, begrimes me o'er : 
And my lax knees their weight ſuſtain no more. 

| 6 But MENToR from the throng, exclaiming loud: 

| Oh offspring of a king, by heaven endow'd +415: 00 
With unexampled ſtrength, wouldſt thou conſign 
46.5 hy father, by defeat to ſhame indign,” 
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To fourfold rage wrought up, and ſcorning pain, 
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New courage I conceive in every vein. 
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« I recommence the fight, and conſcious ſhame 


« Supplying with new ſtrength my tottering frame, | 
I thunder on the youth a ſhower of blows, 


K 
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Or ſtooping at fit ſeaſon, ſhun the foe's: 


4 „Till 
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Till vex'd to find his hopes thus done away; | 
And thinking with one blow to end the fray, 510 
Collected in himſelf, he ſcans my frame, | 


- 


Examining where beſt his blow may aim. 

His lifted arm I watch, and turning round 

He miſſes, and ſo foil'd ſcarce keeps his ground: 
Then, goddeſs, as with arm ſtretch'd out, and hand 
Defending ill his frame I ſaw him ſtand, 

That moment I employ, and lifting high 

The gauntlet, my whole ftrength at once apply ; ; 


* When counterpois'd no more, the SAMIAN reels : 


* 


N 


* 


* 


He ſtaggers, he falls down, he groans, he yields : 520 
* The conqueſt thus: obtain'd, my hand again 

« Extending, the foil'd champion I ſuſtain : 

With clotted blood and duſt that ſmears his frame 

He riſes, and retires, oppreſs'd with ſhame. 


© Turn finally, the gauntlet-fight thus o'er, 
The heralds with loud trumpets ſhake the ſhore, 
* Inviting to contend the hardy throng, 
Well ſkill'd to urge the foaming ſteed along. 
X Ambitious of the. prize, firſt CRanToR came 
* On Lacepamon's coaſt a youth of fame, 530 
* Whoſe ſwiftly flying wheel, by crowds ſurvey'd, 
Had oft round Sy ART A's wall its progreſs made, 
* Purſuing 
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Purſuing o'er and o'er, with rapid ſpeed 


, | That circle, which firſt mark'd the indented mead. 
ll * Succeeding CRANTOR then, with high fluſh'd mind, 
* A youth of CRETAN birth, long taught to wind 

1 | © The foaming courſer round his native place, 

=” Sprung forward, and in thought had gain'd the race. 
1 __«< Hippomacnvs was next, whole infant years 

| < IvoMENEvs embrac'd, and bleſs'd with tears 

ll That flowing from their ſource abundant ran, 

bi When GREECE compell'd to TRoy the unhappy man. 
| | A multitude came next, of vulgar fame, 

1 5 All eager the great prize alike to claim, 

. And laſtly, the long train to cloſe, O OW. 

b + Inpatient to contend, myſelf was ſeen. 

5 | Nox tedious ſeem'd our neceſſary tay : 

„ With water the chill'd blood we waſh away: 

= In houſings, to the chariots? axles tied, 


A hundred courſers neigh on either ſide. 

We mount, and ply the laſh: the clamorous crowd 
* Applaud us as we paſs, and ſhout aloud. 

Clouds of collected duſt on all fides riſe, 

And gathering as we fly, obſcure the ſkies. 
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Nov ſtarting from the goal with headlong way, 
Each charioteer makes ſpeed to gain the day. 
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; Myſelf the while not ſo: I yield the plain, 
And my impatient ſteeds at firſt reſtrain. 
Much ſwifter than all elſe, the CRET AN flew 

His car, with ſtraining ſight the crowd Purſue; "> 860 

And courſing him behind, with equal pace 
© LACONIAN CRANTOR held the ſecond place. 

* Immediate in the rear, with echoing thong, 

Swift o'er the plain, Hireomacnvs drives on; 
From his two courſers eye-balls, darted flame, | 
* While ſnow-reſembling foam bedew'd their frame, | 

And headlong as he flew, his glowing wheels 
So rapidly they ſcower'd the echoing fields, 

« Seem'd not to roll but glide. So ſkims in air 

* Jove's eagle, the great god's ſuperior care; 55 0 
* Borne on ſtrong pinion, cuts the expanſe of day, 

And with unfluttering progreſs cleaves his way. 
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8 Hirrouachus behind, a vulgar crew | 
a Eager of conqueſt, but whom fame ne'er knew, 1 
Shoot furiouſly along, though void of {kill f 
To govern the ſwift ſteed's impetuous will. | 
© 'Theſe quickly I ſurpaſs ; ; and now draw near 
* Hieeomacnvs, urge forward my career. 
* HirpomMacuvs, whoſe ſeeds, at firſt, methought, 
(Spirits, ſo eager to the race he brought !) 580 
Bb Puſh'd 
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Puſh'd far beyond their ſtrength, appear'd to tire, 
While mine increas'd in breath, in ſtrength, and fire. 
4 « HippoMAcnus my near approach ſurveys, . 
And laſhing on his ſteeds to PAL L As prays; 

« While animated too with equal rage, 

* LacoNia and the youth of CRETE engage. 


With energy renew'd we ſmoke. along ; ; 


* 


Loud ſounds from plain to plain the labouring dong 
: « Forth furious o'er the field, the courſers fly, 
| « And ſhout ſucceeding ſhout aſcends the ſky. 5 590 


„Ar length appears the goal: the train behind 
Their unavailing toil had now reſign'd: 

Vea every one alike that urg'd the chace, 

Save CRAN TOR, and the youth of CRETAN race, 
Hi POMAchus, and following him behind 


Myſelf, with riſing hopes elate of mind. 


© FoREMOST of theſe, as yet the CRE TA ran, 
Exulting while his ſteeds thus led the van. 
'* CRANTOR this ſeeing, and obſerving too. 


With what increaſing ſpeed the CRETAN flew, 


boo 
=. Joins with HIP POMACHus in ardent prayer, 
1 And pours forth many an idle vow in air: 
When lo! th' ill fated CRETAR“s 5 ſteed 


Fell prone athwart the courſe with headlong ſpeed ; 


\ 6 And 
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And groaning as he lay, depriv'd his lord 
Of conqueſt, and his native iſle's reward. 


Non could HI POMAcRHVUs like fate avoid; 

, HiePoMAcCHus, whoſe hopes ſome god deſtroy” d; 

For ſwiftly as he urg'd his ſteeds along, 

* And leaning o'er their necks applied the thong, 610 
some obſtacle unſeen block d up the way, 

And all in fragments daſh'd, his chariot lay; 

Vet overjoy'd the while to ſcape from death 

With every limb unbroke, as well as breath, 

« The baffled rival roſe, and join'd the crowd : 

His ruin I avoid, and ſhouting loud, 

Spring forward in the race with double ſpeed, 

And cloſe in the Lacontan's rear ſucceed. 


«* Wir indignation flaſhing in his eye, 


* 


And putting forth each nerve to win the day, 


Moves every Being of ſupernal ſway, 


* 


And promiſes large victims at his fane: 


If conqueſt may be his, but moves in vain ; 


For touching now the mark, my ſteeds ruſh in, 


- 


When ſeizing his laſt hopes the prize to win, 
% The goal between and me, with mad eſfay - 
His courſers he impels athwart my way. 

B b 2 


Saw CRAN TOR now, my car his own draw nigh, 620 


| 
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But turning for the act, his craſhing wheel 


Is torn away and broke: at which a peal 


- 


Of triumph fills the air; and once, again 
With my applauſe, CRETE rends the echoing plain; ; 
«© "Tis ITHacus? great ſon : tis he,“ they cry, 

Heaven deſtines ſhall our vacant throne ſupply.” 


Tus goddeſs ceas'd the games: the ſenior throng 


} « Upriſing from their ſeats, now lead along 

i Each rival and myſelf to where the wood 

l Impervious, and with thickeſt umbrage ſtood. 

i There ſeated on the turf, the reverend band, 

| * Appointed to controul the kingleſs land 
il 5 As guardians of her ſtate, with lowly look 

| * Firſt worſhipping, unclaſp'd the ſacred book, 

i * Where Minos, in old times, to CRETE a friend, 
li His progeny to bind, each law had penn'd. 

| 9 5 00 
Wirk wonder and reſpect, with ſhame and awe, 
Ih 0 Contemptuous of myſelf, I look'd and ſaw, 4 
In each of them, how ſhone the marks ſublime 


« Of wiſdom, free as yet from waſteful time, 
Though age had to the ground their bodies bow'd, 
ld And nature in each face deep furrows plough'd. 
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« Tavs pondering what I ſaw, I look'd and — 
With no leſs ſolemn act than motion ſlow, 


* SOPHRONIMUS, late mention'd by our guide, 


a 


Devoutly to his lips the book applied. 
The example of their chief, the reſt obey 


aA 


With reverence, as when men are wont to pray; 

For Jovs except, ſay they, „from whoſe high mind 

„ Wiſe laws have ever flow'd to rule mankind, 

« 80 lowly to no object ſhould we bend, 

« As to thoſe laws themſelves by juſtice penn'd.” 660 
« 'Thus ſpake the ſeers and more, when thus aloud, 


« SOPHRONIMUS harangued the liſtening crowd.“ 


us CoMPETITORS, who thus for CRETE contend, 
% Ere yet the well diſputed conteſt end, 
„ PursvinG Minos' will, whoſe mighty hand 
„On its firm baſe firſt fix d the CRETAN land, 


46 Three queſtions * propoſe; and he who moſt 


The Eternal ſhall inſpire with wiſdom's boaſt, 


„Such anſwers to return as Minos' mind 

Here penn'd in this his book has left behind, 670 
„ Shall CET E“s domain poſſeſs, obtain 1 throne ; 3 

2 And a whole people his juſt empire own.“ 


* So ſaying, from the book he read aloud, 
* While liſtening all ſtood fix d among the crowd: 
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© IN EVERY STATE OF LIFE, WHAT MAN IS HE, 


© WHOM OTHERS AND HIMSELF SHOULD OWN MOST FREF ? 


H ended, when deep filence huſh'd the train, 


Which ceaſing, thus was heard the various ſtrain.” 


*«* UNDOUBTEDLY,” * faid one, © that mortal's breaſt 


With freedom muſt at all times be moſt bleſs'd, 6808 


Who conquering far from home in every fray, 
+ Binds ſubjects to his yoke with boundleſs ſway.” 


* Impatient to oppoſe a thought ſo dire, 


Which furies in men's heart alone inſpire, 
Say others of the crowd: . With fortune's ſtore 


„% Whoever his life's cup beholds run o'er, 


"© Ag happier than all elſe that man muſt be, 


So likewiſe muſt we own he lives more free.” 

« Here interrupting, ſome amid the train 

Make anſwer, that' all fortune's gifts are vain, 690 
« And law itſelf a curb, devis'd to bind 

In ſervitude the unhappy human mind. 

„While he alone is free, whom houſehold cares 

«© Diſtract not, or that chain a huſband wears; 

But fix'd to no one ſpot by duty's bands, 


Js able to ſojourn in different lands.” 


« Succceding next theſe laſt, riſe ſome, who ery,” 


% Survey the walks of men with reaſon's eye, 


1% And 
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And cuſtom a hard tyrant we muſt own, 

„ While no one can be free fave him alone 

«© Who feeds upon the ſpoil his bow affords, 

„Or from the chace heaps high his plenteous boards.” 
Nor in the throng'd aſſembly, thought a few 

But that of men, that man moſt freedom knew, 

* Whom fortune, throwing back his priſon door, 

Had recently unfetter'd from the floor. 

Thus ſpoke theſe moderate few; and laſt, was ſeen 

A ſage from T ARS usS' coaſt of gracious mein, 

Who with wiſe ſtrain, the aſſembly thus addreſs'd:“ 

„% Would you, ye CRETANs, know what man is bleſt 

+ With freedom in the extreme, ſurvey a while 

The good man meeting death: Behold, a ſmile 

«© Triumphant on his cheek, and deem with me 

That no one ſaving him is truly free, 

„ Who touches at the goal where pain is o'er, 


And nothing can have power to grieve him more.” 


I liſten'd, and in turn, with humble tone, 
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710 


* Remembering MEN TOR's thoughts, thus made them known: 


„Of all men,” *« I replied,” that man may moſt 
Have cauſe a free born mind, methinks, to boaſt, 
Who laughing to contempt the frowns of fate, 
Though filling here on earth ſome abject ſtate, 


720 


«« Has 
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5 Has courage to be free. Where'er we roam, 
Or mingling with our friends, or far from home, 
And whatſoe'er our lot, if doom'd to groan 
„In ſome dark dungeon thruſt, or fill a throne, 
Still freedom may be ours, if heaven we fear, 
« And the immortal gods, with awe, revere. 
{© In fine, ye CRETAN ſeers, who condeſcend 
«© While thus a young man ſpeaks your ear to lend, 730 
The truly free are they, who truly juſt, | 
Place on the gods alone their humble truſt.” 
I ended, when the ſeers look round and ſmile, 
And long reſounding peals convulſe the iſle, 
When with one voice, my triumph they proclaim, 
Pronouncing Mixos' thoughts and mine the ſame. 


cc 


* SOPHRONIMUS, this ſaid, begins again, 
* Propounding the next queſtion with loud ſtrain : 


Or ALL, WHOSE MINDS OR BODIES HERE BELOW, 


* UNUTTERABLE ANGUISH UNDERGO, 740 


* WHoM PITYING SOME BEHOLD, AND OTHERS SCORN, 


* WHAT MORTAL IN HIS GRIEF SEEMS MOST FORLORN ? 


« Thus venerably he; and thus again, 
(Some little pauſe between) replied the train: 
„Of every ſoul,” * ſays one,“ that mortal ſure 


Moſt wretched we muſt call, whoſe years endure 


Re 
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The aggravated wants of health and gold, 
% When his tir'd limbs grow heavy, weak, and old.” 
« Succeeding now this firſt, a ſecond cries :* 
„% What ſorrow feels he not, whom fate denies 
„That greateſt of all gifts, a faithful friend, 
« And whoſe ſad days in ſolitude deſcend.” 
Thus, with ſome reaſon this ; which laſt, a third 
Thus interrupting, then aſſumes the word:“ 
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% Nor health,” * ſaid he,, nor friends, nor wealth beſtow 


„That comfort a fair offspring lets us know.” 
With various | judgments now in turn expreſs'd, 
« Diffuſive on the theme replied the reſt, 

Till awfully thus ſpake a LesBian ſage :* 

«© That mortal man moſt feels misfortune's rage, 
«« Who 7hinks alone he does; for grief, we find, 
„ Makes ever her fix'd ſcat,” . he ſaid, © the mind.” 
He ended; and applauſe from man to man, 
Through the aſſembled crowd immediate ran; 
Nor gave they their joint ſhouts entirely o'er 
Till, calling back to mind Paoenicia's ſhore 
Long govern'd by its king with iron reign, | 
Thus humbly I addreſs'd the ſenior train.“ 


0 


„ TAE wretchedeſt of men is ſure that thing 
'© A people are oft forc'd to call their king, 
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«« Whoſe grandeur, he conceives, is only found 
In ruin widely ſpread his country round. 
Who perſeveres in ill, and feels the ſway 

Of paſſions in his heart from day to day. 

«« The bliſs of doing good, the joys that flow 
From benefits conferr'd, he cannot know ; 
For hated in his ſway, and ruthlefs power, 
„With troubles that grow greater every hour, 
« A wretched realm he rules; and well his breaſt 
«© The goading thorn deſerves that breaks his reſt. 
„ While ſwift in ruin's path his poſting feet 
„ Spring forward, ſome fad end impell'd to meet. 
Thus wretched muſt he live, and endleſs woe. 
„Hereafter be his doom in realms below.” 


I finiſh'd; when, once more, their ſhouts the train 
Up ſending, ſhook the coaſt and neighbouring plain. 
When reading from their book, the. ſeers aloud 
That Minos' thoughts were mine; mine, his, avow'd. 

Nor ceas'd they, till SOPHRONIMUS made known 
The queſtion next in turn that gave the throne.” 


| | « Warar finally,” * he -ſaid,” © the ſage enquiries 
1 «« Conſider ; and may nE, whoſe breath inſpires 

| 5 With precious wiſdom's gifts the ſons of men, 
Inſtruct you to reply.— Thus is it then: 
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« OF POTENTATES, SAY WHICH SHOULD REASON CHUSE, 
« THE CHIEFTAIN TO BEAR RULE Or WARLIKE VIEWS, 
% VICTORIOUS O'ER HIS FOES, OR HIM THAT PLANS 

„% THE BENEFITS OF PEACE WITH BLOODLESS HANDS ?” 


TRE rival throng give ear; and moſt proclaim, 


© That monarch they prefer of warlike name.“ oo 


« To anſwer what intent, to ſerve what end 

«© Should ſons,” ſay they, of peace a throne aſcend, 
„% Who know not, when a foe inſults their land, 

« To arm for needful fight with ready hand?“ 

« Of thoſe who yet their thoughts had not made known, 
Some valued and preferr'd the peaceful throne. 

Thus goddefs, though in various language they: — 
When anxious to conclude the long- fought day, 


Each eye is fix d on me; and thus again, 


Not mindleſs of my friend's ſtill recent ſtrain, 810 


* Repeated to me oft, with downcaſt eye, 
And diffident addreſs, I made reply.“ 


« Yx ſeniors,” I began, whom reverend age 


- 


« Exalting o'er mankind, has render'd ſage 


« Since courteous you indulge my feeble tongue, 


And audience grant my ſtrain, though yet ſo young; 

With freedom will I ſpeak, and therefore ſay 

K Weg ſeems but to me half fit for ſway, 

e ee ©« Whole 
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«« Whoſe merits do no more than fill a throne 
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When war affails the land, or peace is known. : 820 
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Let me, however, add, that granting fate 
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A monarch ſo half- formed decree the ſtate, 
Him rather than the chief renown'd in fights 
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© value and prefer, whom peace delights. 

„ See As1aA, oh ye throng, in ruins laid, 

And Prxcamos' fam'd plains a deſert made: 

*« Fox MENELAvs? wrongs, in GREECE, what woes 

„While ten long years roll'd on, ſucceſſive roſe ! 

« Her heroes in return condemn'd to roam 

On ſolitary coaſts far far from home; $30 
Or diſembarking ſafe, there ſpoil'd of life, 
And victims to ſome murderer's fatal knife. 
„Nor yet is this the whole: on ArGos' plains, 
+« Whoſe cottages once lodg'd rejoicing ſwains, 
The hufbandman now hangs his wretched head ; 
Arts ripen there no more, and law is fled ; 

„ While every villain gleans the common ſpoil, 
And riots on the good, ſince poor man's toil. 
This, this is ARGos? ſtate; and every land 

0 Where'er a warlike king lifts up his hand, 840 
«« The ſcourge of choſe he rules, and not cheir fendt. 
Has from his temper much to apprehend. 


% Now 


* 
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Thus peaceful kingdoms fare: while warlike kings, 
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« Now paſs we to the monarch who abhors 
Deteſted ſcenes of blood and ſavage wars. 


By conqueſt not engroſs d; but tempering ſway 


With mercy, while his hoſt well pleas'd obey : 


Him, granting then each art of peace to know, 


His ſubjects he may guard from every foe ; 


For faithful while he rules, his firm allies 


The friendſhip he holds out muſt highly prize. 850 
Nay farther ; what ſtill more his throne defends, — 

Should kingdoms near him jar, ance leagu'd as friends, 

His probity long known, his watchful zeal, 

And wiſhes to keep ſheath'd the murdering ſteel, 

Thoſe rival ſtates induce, by him the friend 

And arbiter of both, their feuds to end. 


> 


Whoſe boundleſs thirſt of ſway deſtruction brings 


On every head alike o'er whom they ſway, 


Grow hateful to their country day by day, 860 
And live expos'd to men, that ſoon or late, 
Revolting, muſt _— down their lofty ſtate. 


«© AND while without, ſuch perfect ſafety Iprings, 

The majeſty to guard of peaceful kings ; 

Thoſe bulwarks of defence within, they prove, 

Which multitudes in vain would ſtrive to move. 

« By 
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ee 


By heaven-imparted laws, ſupremely juſt, 
Fram'd not to harm but guard their ſacred truſt, 
All luxury they quell, all wiſhes vain, 

And arts that flatter vice with deadly bane ; 
Obſerving, in their ſtead, to plant the mind 
With ſciences alone that bleſs mankind, 

„And huſbandry promote, whoſe womb profound 
„The real wealth of life pours out around. 
Thus bleſſing, they are bleſs'd; for men like ws 
Or utterly revers'd are heaven's decrees, 

8 jovx to true piety a conſtant friend, 

3 with an outſtretch'd arm himſelf defend. T 


* 


* 


60 
cc 


cc 


ended; and as amid the throng, 

© Whom prejudice inclin'd to favour wrong. 880 
No few that liſtening to me, knew but ill 

Such counſels to approve with ready will; 

For man is fix'd in pride, perverſe and vain, 

* Rejecting the ſweet words of wiſdom's train ; 

Of wiſdom; for thoſe words were far from mine, SH 
But MenToR's that had breath'd the ſounds divine. 

The ſenior few, however, on my fide, 

« Pour'd with one ſoul their praiſes multiplied, 

And CxETE pronounc'd my own; when thus like one 


* Wak'd on a ſudden, the great ſage begun :? 890 


„ FRIENDS, 


870 


— 
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* 
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66. 


b 
- 


66 


« FRIENDS, countrymen,” * he ſaid,” © give ear, and you 
Spectators gather'd here, and rivals too : | 


Inſtructed by the fortunes of the day, 


That happily thus yields our ſovereign ſway, 
SoPHRONIMUsS beholds, at length, complete 
An oracle divine well known in CRETE ; 


For as a fuppliant low at PfoEBus' fane, 


With many an offer d vow and victim ſlain, 

When Minos, in old times, ſtretch'd forth his hand, 

Still anxious to befriend his. native land, > oo 
The fortune of his land, that he might find, 

And what a length of time the gods aſſign d 


Ere CxETE no more ſhould ſee his offspring reign, 


Or if they reign'd, his laws no more maintain, 

Thus the high will of heaven a voice made known : 

Thy offspring ſhall depart their native throne 

Three rolling ſuns or leſs ere Jove ordain 

To viſit with a youth of regal ſtrain 

Thy Subjefts yet unborn, and widow'd land, 

Whoſe wiſdom ſhall explain the laws thou Plan d 910 
Thus anſwer'd; and thus anſwering, ceas'd the god; 
Since when, in conſtant dread of Pnotzus? rod, 

We fancied we ſhould ſee ſome hoſtile band 

Steer hither, and invade our wretched land. ; 
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„% But happieſt of all days, that bids the fear 

66 Long preying on our minds thus diſappear. 

„ Why therefore, oh ye throng, delay we now, + 

„ In preſence of our king the knee to bogs Hite 
And pledging our firm faith, inveſt his brow?” | 


END OF BOOK V. 
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AN EPIC POEM. 


BOOK VI. 


ARGUMENT. 


The Narration of TELEMACHvUS concluded; his Rejection of Royalty 


in CrxeTE, and the Appointment of ARIS TODERMus in his Stead. 


TELEMAcHus and MEnToR's Embarkation, leaving HAZ AET 
in the Ie behind them, and their Om near C arvrso 's 


Hand. 


Hz ſaid, nor ended here; but thus renew'd 
His ſtory, and once more the theme purſu'd : 


80 ſpoke the venerable ſeer of CRETE, 3 
: With ſolemn act uprifing from his ſeat, 
we” Dd 
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And waving to the band, that all might know 

* Their king, and at his ſeat (when known) fall low, 
Glancing a look at me, thus loud began: 
This, CRETANS, is your king —behold the man!“ 


HE ſaid ; nor would have ceas'd, but ſtrove in vain, 
Thus having ſpoke to ſtill the clamorous train, 
Who with repeated ſhouts my praiſe proclaim, 
* And of their future monarch hail the name.” 
© TELEMACHUS,” * they cry, is now our king! 
„„ TELEMACHUS, whoſe youth and blooming ſpring 
% With every virtue teems that man inſpires; 
Not greater, if ſo great, his far fam'd ſire's, 
_*« Scarce greater Mi Nos' ſure. Tis he, tis he, 
„% Ye Cx TANs, that demands the bended knee.” 


+ How changeful are we made | for me, with. ſhame: 
Still recent I muſt own, a monarch's name | g 
Had charms to ſoothe my pride; and my whole breaſt 
Expanded to take in the coming gueſt. 
* Of ITnaca alas! I thought no more; 

But giving my great kin and country o'er, 
Before me, to the throng, I wav'd my hand, 
And inſtant as deep filence huſh'd the band, 
With joy prepar'd to take the proferr'd crown: 
But careful of my fame, a rigid frown | 
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My guardian putting on, in haſte drew near, 
And with this keen reproach aſſail'd my ear.“ 


« Vain youth! and is it thus, at length,” he cried,” 


The ſplendor of a crown can charm thy pride ? 
So loſt art thou to good? ſo deaf to all 

The tender, the ſoft claims of nature's call ; 
As wilful to renounce thy native land, 


Grown thoughtleſs of the dame, whoſe foſtering hand 


Thy infancy firſt rear d, and thoughtleſs too 
Of the great chief thy ſoul late wiſh'd to view.“ 


Tus E accents pierc'd me deep; and from within 


Drove out my wiſh of riſing to be king: 
When, mourning my late vanity, I cried, 
Fix'd inſtant to obey my gracious guide: 

Ye congregated hoſts of CR ET E give ear, 
While I, obteſting heav'n, ſpeak truth ſincere ; 
For vers'd as I have been in folly's ſchool, 
Unable is my hand your ſtate to rule. 


The godhead has declar'd, that Mixos' race 1 


No longer ſhould in CRETE maintain their place, 

When viſiting, at length, his native land, 

A ſtranger ſhould explain the laws he plann'd: 

But let the reverend ſenior, this make known; 

Did he pronounce that ſtranger's right the throne? 
D d 2 


— re ens 


30 


40 


50 


«« Seek 
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« Seek elſewhere then your king; ſince beſt with me, 
A peaceful life accords from tumult free. 

My country I prefer, and prize it more 

„ Than CrETE's extended iſle and fertile ſhore : 
„And if your games my fortune have made known, 
I ſtrove not with one wiſh to gain a throne, 
HBut pity and eſteem; that ſo, in fine, | 

« The means of my return you might aſſign, 14] 60 
« And I too on my fide, a mother cheer, 
% Who. for my ſire's return has cauſe to fear: 
Or if return'd before, that ſire obey, ' | 
„So learning how to rule when mine's the ſway.” 


„This, this is my deſire : the reſt, ye throng, 


6 


That let my future life be ſhort or long, 

bs My prayers ſhall for your land at all times flow, 

« That CRETE, no tyrant's reign may ever Know.“ 
« I finiſh'd when, in turn, from man to mary 

. To admiration wrought a murmur ran.” 5 212 70 

% Has not ſome god,” they cried,” to ER ET E a end, 

« Deign'd hither, at our need, his way to bend?“ 

+4 NO — taking up the word, to theſe, in tun, 

Cry others ;* this ſame god we ſaw ſojourn, n 

„This god as you ſuppoſe, on CVPRUs' plain, 

In EcyerT and at TyRE, and know again.“ 


Bor 
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Bor different though they thought, nor truly knew | 9 
« If mortal or immortal breath I drew, nE! = 


© Unanimous in this the hoſt combin'd, 


By force to make me deign the bliſs deſign'd : 1 | 1 
So eſtimate the crowd of rule and ſtate, w 
Thinking that bliſs in man is to be great! | | | 


„ 


* 


« This noting ; but reſolv'd, I turn again, WW 
And craving to be heard, addreſs the train.“ _ bd 


% Wirz reverence,” I began,” ye ſons of CRETE. 


„ Such reverence as from youth like mine is meet, | 
«+ Permit me what I feel, what labours here | f 
For utterance, to make known exempt from fear, | bw 
For wiſdom's precious gifts in every zone 1 
« Unrivall'd are the CRETAN people known : 90 1 
„But wiſdom, did you only hear her voice, „ N | | 
Would ſurely recommend a different choice. 9 F 

Not he who can no more than in the field N | 4 
His fiery courſers ſpur, or gauntlet wield, | 9 
Or learnedly alone wiſe laws expound, \| j 
6c 


Should capable of rule o'er CRETE be found. 


ot, 
4 


The man fit more than all to rule your hoſt, 
Wiſdom and long experience both ſhould boaſt. 


A > ——— noe net wp, O — 
En 5 ——— — 
wa . . 


But I am yet ſcarce man. What then, ye ſeers, 
Can be thoſe boaſts of mine, ſo few my years ! 100 
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„So few, that I ſhould learn in wiſdom's ſchool 

«© How rather to obey than covet rule. 

Then chuſe not, as you would, a king whoſe mind 
Or ſtrength of frame alone excels mankind ; 

«© Chuſe rather one, in fine, whoſe parts to reign 
Are witneſs'd by his life, not talents vain.” 


Tus ſeniors heard, well pleas'd with what I ſpoke, 
* Whoſe plaudits when I ceas'd, the filence broke. | 
Then anſwer'd thus: Since heaven,” *« the ſeers begun. 
66 Wills not our king ſhall be ULyss8s' ſon, 110 
„ Yet, for a ſovereign while we give our voice, 
«« Say on what man ſhall CRE TE devolve her choice? 
„For ſuch a man, good youth, perhaps you know: 
„ Think, and that man we need, point out, if ſo.” 


8 They ſpoke, and would have added more 3 but I 
With interruption prompt thus made reply.“ 


VE CRETANS, 'tis with cruth your chouithes ſurmiſe, 
Since ſuch one I do know, a man moſt wiſe, 


And righteous in his ways; for learn, whate'er 
«« You prais'd but now in me, proclaims his care.“ 120 
] ſaid; and ſhewing MENTor to the crowd? 
„This, CRETANS, is the man,” exclaim'd aloud, 
Immediately the throng on MENTOR gaz'd, 

Whoſe wiſdom, truth, and worth ftill more I prais'd, 


* Relating 
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« Relating his whole life, relating too 

What perils ſuch a guide had brought me through: 
And when my heart his precepts ſet at nought, 
Into what ills I fell for want of thought. 


« Here, goddeſs, broke I off: the CRETAN throng 
„With wonder, as they ſtood, beheld him long; 130 
Much chang'd, ſince firſt his perſon caught their view, 
So greatly, as they gaz d, his merits grew! 
Which noticing, SOPHRONIMUS again 
« His function reafſum'd, and modeſt train. 
When queſtioning the fage on law and right, 
On what offend the gods, and what delight, 
* Amaz'd at his replies, the aſtoniſh'd throng 
Suſpended on his words, hung filent long ; 
Then thus exclaim'd through all their hoſt with din 
Wide echoing,” + Chuſe we MENTOR for our king, 140 
Be ſuch an one vouchſaf'd to rule our ſhore, 


A 


is And at heaven's bounteous hand we aſk no more.“ 


* UnineLuENC'D and unmov'd, replied my friend, 
* Whoſe virtue, CRETE in vain effay'd to bend, 
* Refuſing the Joint wiſh of all the crowd, 
And ſcorning what has charms to pleaſe the proud.“ 
On royalty,” he faid,* and ſuch vain toys, 
_ ** Contemptuous I look down, and ſcorn their joys ; 
* For 
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For of earth's kings, of thoſe even moſt renown'd, 
e Where ſhall but one completely bleſt be found? 150 
So hard, alas! their lot, we ſee the beſt, fre f 

«© Thoſe who moſt wake to give their people reſt, 

« Unhappy, while they think how weak, how vain 

heir efforts often prove to bleſs the train; 

«© Surrounded as they ſit, by men whoſe parts 

«© Are ſuited but to vice, and fraudful arts. 

„Thrice happy, therefore, he, whom favouring fate 

„ Has ſeated in life's vale, ſome low eſtate. 

Vet deem not, though your crown I will not take, 
And thus reject the prayer you join to make, | 160 
That I would ſcorn your land, or fail to do 

Heaven's pleaſure, if heaven bade me reign by you. 
Since only where we firſt breath'd vital air, 

« If call'd on to fill up a poſt of care, 

Our people's bliſs promote, and loſe our own, 

«© Do we ſtand bound not to decline a. throne.” 


Tus, goddeſs, my great friend : the CRETAN train 
Like monuments ſtood fix'd around the plain, 
Aſtoniſh'd as he ſpake ; when thus began 
* SOPHRONIMUS at length:: Thrice reverend man 170 
„ Whoſe fame for worth and wiſdom thus conjoin'd, 
«++ Seem to exalt thee higher than mankind, | 
| Anſtruct 
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« Inftrut us whom to chuſe.” To this with ſpced, 
Thus MEnToOR made reply: let him ſucceed 

% IDoMENEUS in place, for rule moſt meet, 

« Who native and long dwelling here in Crete, 

„% Knows whom he has to rule, nor leſs is known, 

« And urg'd to be your king would ſhun the throne. 
« For only to content ambition's fire, 


* 


And you, of this great truth convinc'd, * hoſt, 
Should honour and prefer that virtue moſt, 
„% Which only for its love to CRETE made known, 


* 


Conſenting to be king, accepts your throne.“ 


; Tan, goddeſs, heard the throng, and murmuring cries 
still more and more expreſs d the throng's ſurprize, 


Two ſtrangers to behold with ſcorn look down 
On ſplendor, and their land's thus proffer'd crown. 
To learn how we had come, then aſk'd the throng : 


LY 


Through the whole hoſt proceeds the enquiry on, 199 
Till he who led us thither, clear'd their doubt, 
And to the train our patron pointed out. 


On HazaEL turns each eye: but here, what ſtrain 

The aſtoniſhment will ſhew that. ſeiz'd the train, 

When on enquiring further, they were told 

„That MenTo for a flave had late been ſold ; 
Ee 94 wo at 


All candidates for rule at place aſpire, 180 
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| . hat virtuous as he was, and juſt and wiſe, 
| 5 His lord had ſet him free, ſuch worth to prize; 
| „ MENrok, that this ſlave reſtor'd was he 
* Whoſe boſom from each vain defire ſet free, 
Had lately ſcorn'd an empire, and in fine, 
* That by a thirſt impell'd for fame divine, 
The maxims to collect from Mios ſprung, 
And at their feaſts by bards in Syr1a ſung, 5 
The region he firſt breath'd, DAM Ascus' plain, 
he fire had left behind, and croſs'd the main. 


200 


To whom, without long pauſe, thus went they on:“ 

Oh ſenior, whoſe reſolves we judge are ſtrong 

«« As MENTOR your wiſe friend's to ſpurn our throne, 
Think not we ſhall to you our wants make known: 210 

« With diſregard, with ſlight, with diſeſteem, 2” 

On monarchs and mankind you look we deem 

„ Faſtidious of our wiſh,” —* Thus ſpoke the ſeer, 

Nor would have ceas'd, but interrupting here, 

Anſwer'd the Syr1an, affable of ſtrain, | 

While filence and attention huſh'd the train.” 


+6 Ye ſons of Cxere,” he mid, > «© er earth's vaſt throng 
„ Pre-eminently rais'd, forbear the wrong 
„Of thinking that with ſcorn I view mankind ; 
Far otherwiſe the thoughts that ſway my mind: 220 
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For godlike is the taſk with wiſe domain 

Plac'd up aloft, to bleſs the ſubject train: 

But fully too I know, what ills await, 

What dangers every moment threat the Great, 
And that renown and fame to ſeven fold rage 
Inflame the pride of men in every age. 

From regions that behold the riſing ſun, 

To CRETE have I made fail, life's pride to ſhun : 
And now, ſhape back my way to SyRr1a's land, 
Where Wiſdom's ſacred power with favouring hang 2 30 
My future days may lead, that while my heart 
Confides on that fair hope the gods impart, 


I may revolve the joys ſucceeding death, 
So loſing half the cares entail'd on breath.“ 


c Suck to SOPHRONIMUS the SYRIAN's ſtrain : 
And this, in turn to MENTOR, his again: 

Since not alone yourſelf but theſe that join 

Your fortunes, with one voice our throne decline, 
Still if you can, great ſage, at leaſt make known 


What ſovereign we ſhall chuſe to fill our throne: 240 


If in our need, this boon ſhould be denied, 

Expect not to re-ſtem from Cx the tide ; 

For forcibly detain'd within our ſtrand, 

Your veſſel ſhall not leave the CrReETAN land, 

7x % Till 
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Till graciouſly your lips our prayer accord, 
% Vouchſafing the void ſtate a ſovereign. lord.” 


To this, replied the ſage :* “ Ye throngs attend 
«« The counſels I addreſs, to CRETE a friend, 
Who careleſs if my ſpeech you blame or *plaud, 
why Am ready to reply by fear unaw'd, es 250 
While yet the chariot racers flew along, 
I noted an old man amid the throng, 

„Who, wonderous as it feem'd | though mingling there, 
«« Seem'd not the pleaſure of the ſight to ſhare. 
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«« His name I aſk'd a CRETAN ſtanding near ;— 
85 ARIS TOD EM,“ « ſaid he,” * zhey call the ſeer. 
Where firſt of all I gaz'd, with heedful view 
My obſervation I affix d anew ; 


* 
3 8 
8 


« And pondering as I look'd, a friend o'erheard 
*«« Firſt drawing near, thus whiſper him the word ; 260 
«© Your ſons,” * ſaid he, „rat crown for which they vie 
« Both hope to gain! * when this was his reply: 
KReſpecting one, * he ſaid,” ** of heaven, I pray, 
I may not prove his lot to win the day, 
So much I prize his peace; but ſo much too 
T Proving 1 love my country will J do, 
My country that would curſe the other's ſway, 
«« As for his failure now no leſs to pray. | 


« For 
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% For queſtion oft I turn'd, with wonder fraught, 
„That after this increas'd, while thus J thought, 
« Enquiring of the train, what life the ſage 
«© Had led from his firſt youth to ſuch old age; 
„When this was their reply: That arms he bots 
« From inroad to defend his native ſhore, 
« While flouriſhing in youth, and now could win 
« Wounds o'er his frame receiv'd from many a foe. 
« That virtuous as be liv'd, and more abhorr'd 
« The ſycophant than him with whom he warr'd, 
% IdoMENEUS Had view'd with ſecret hate 
«© Thoſe qualities that ſtamp'd him truly great, 
« Declining for that cauſe, when Troy, now laid 
In ruins, cald him forth, his proffer'd aid. 
„ That envious of his might, and fearful grown, 
„ Left ſuch a warrior's fame might dim his own, . 
% All his paſt ſervice to the iſle forgot, 
Here was he left to prove the poor man's lot. 
That though abandon'd thus, yet ever ſtill, 
„% Unmurmuring, as at firſt, at heaven's high will, 
From pomp and ſlate retir'd, from noſe and ſtrife, 
In private he now leads a rural life ; 
« Where perfectlh at eaſe, he tends his land, 
And gathers its increaſe with untir'd hand. 
That thoughtful of the young, his boaſt and pride 
. by his pattern and juſt rules beſide, 
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„% To ſhew them how mankind gain ſtrength by toll, 

„ While poiſon flows from vice, deceit, and guile. 

But that of virtue, the direct flraight ways 

« Are pleaſant to be trod, and ſweet her praiſe. 

„That hoſe re iding near him, love his name, 

„And as his children feel Mection s flame. 300 
That nothing be laments, e except that ſon, 

„ Who wickedly makes haſte to be undone ; 


And laſtly, that full long the anxious ſeer 


« With counſels that beſpoke his offepring dear, 


« His vices, as a ſon's, in patience bore, 


But by that title calls him now no more.” 


«« 'Tuyvs warm in his applauſe, ye CRETAN throng, 
% Your countryman convers'd, my friend went on. 
„The reſidue is thus. If truly ſo | 
„% ARISTODEMUS lives, yourſelves ſhould know. 310 
„But granting him the man report proclaims, 
bs „Why inſtitute, I aſk, theſe various games ? 
Why ſummon over thus from foreign lands, 
«« To combat for your crown ſuch numerous bands? 
«« *Tis obvious that here living, CRETE can boaſt 
One virtuous man at leaſt to rule her hoſt ; 
Who, learning in. his youth each warlike deed, 
Has with rich title gain'd the heroe's meed ; | 
« Who 


BOOK vl. TELEMACHUS. 


„% Who, bounding not his fame to arms alone, 


* 


« Superior to chill want his mind has ſhown; 


« Who, ſcorning worldly wealth by flattery gain'd, 


„The flatterer and his arts has both difdain'd ; 
Who life ſupports by toil ; who knows beſide 


« How agriculture's arts true wealth provide ; 


« Who luxury abhors, and firm of mind, 
Nor yielding to the ties of blood and kind, 
His alienated ſon with ſcorn ſurveys, 

« Converſant as in vicious paths he ſtrays. 

„% This, CRETANS, is the man, yes, this is he, 
« If you would only ſhow yourſelves ſtill free, 
« And Mix os' pious laws preſerve with care, 

« Your ſuffrages ſhould chuſe the royal heir.” 


Hx ended; when at once, the aſſembled hoſt, 


With plaudits that ſent up from all the coaſt, 

* ARISTODEMUS praiſing, made reply: 

„That he is ſuch, not envy dares deny: 

« Yes, good old man, we own that this is he 
«« Reſerv'd to fill our throne by heaven's decree.” 


© SOPHRONIMUS this heard; and bade aloud 
* The herald train inſpect through all the crowd. 
* SOPHRONIMUS, the herald train obey, 
Directing through the crowd their tortuous way. 
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But long in vain direct; for cloſe conceal'd 

And diſtant on the verge that bound the field, 

« ARISTODEM when firſt he heard his name : 
By MenTor's lips pronounc'd, had fled from fame, 

* And modeſtly withdrawn ; but there deſcried, 

His footſteps to the ſpot they aſk'd to guide, 

Where, . while themſelves were ſpeaking, anxious throngs 


Sat waiting to repair his life's paſt wrongs; 350 


His poverty remove, his worth make known, 


And recompence that worth with CRETE'Ss void throne, 


« DETERMIN'D, and inflexible of mind, 
As rocks that brave the deep, and ſcorn the wind, 
* ARISTODEM, at firſt, was fix' d to hear, 
Unmov'd, his country's voice, however dear; 
« But ſcarcely had the train their errand told, 
(Nor needed they the tale in words unfold), 
But pitying the ſad ſtate of widow'd CRET E. | 
And fearing, leaſt to fill her vacant ſeat 360 
Some deſpot might aſpire, prepar'd to yield 
While they drew near approaching o'er the held ; ; 
And guided where conven'd in converſe wiſe. 


The ſenior ſeers were fitting, thus he cries : 


Fi 


ON 


„Vr ſages of the iſle, belov'd and dear, 
Though ready at your ſummons I draw near, 


„ Forekno wing 
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Foreknowing your requeſt, forbear the wrong 

Of deeming I deſire to rule the throng. 

Its journey, now ſo oft, the rolling ſun 

O'er this ſnow-cover'd head of mine has run, 370 
That ſcarce can I recal the diſtant time, 

Or recolle& my years of early prime. 

Sure am I though of this: that ſince in bloom 

I flouriſh'd, till this hour ſo near my tomb, 

Frugal has been my life, but yet content; 

Nor would I, with my life now almoſt ſpent, 

For grandeur and a crown, forego that fate 

Relinquiſhing my peace to rule the ſtate : 

But bowing to heaven's will, know this ye throng, 

That not in my own purpoſe proudly ſtrong, 380 
If Jove this day decree that I alone, 

Unworthy as I am, can fill your throne, 

The lot I take with joy; for ſo I prize 

My native, my dear land, that ere theſe eyes 


Should paſſively behold a tyrant's ſway, 


Her palaces and towns in ruin lay, 
The ſceptre I would take, as now I do; 
Pleas'd every thing to loſe, dear friends, for you: 
Yet for three boons ] ſtipulate at leaſt ; 
As in the firſt place, leave like one deceas'd, 390 
Dominion to forego, if ere I find | 
My government too weak the throng to bind. 
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This granted; be it known, that ſince till now 
Inceſſant labour's ſweat has bath'd my brow, 

% That life, though crown'd a ſovereign, will 1 keep, 
And healthful as my days ſo find my ſleep. 
One further wiſh remains: that neither ſon 

Born to my love, but thence excluded one, 

« In plea of honour now devoly'd on Me, 5 
« For dignity may quit his low degree ; oc; 400 
Nor leſs, when by the gods? good pleaſure, I 

«c The regal ſeat abjure, or chance to die, 

« To honours undeſerv'd, as now unknown, 

« May lift himſelf by worth not prov'd his own. 
Here ends my triple with ; my with fulfil, 2 14 
„And inſtantly do with me as you will.” 


Hz ceas'd; when from the hoſt a thouſand cries. 
« Of tranſport and acclaim aſcend the ſkies. 
* Surrounding their new king, the fwarming crowd. 
With numerous ranks condens'd applaud aloud : 1 410 
a Then proſtrated on earth, the ſons of CRETE 
Fall lowly, and pay homage at his feet ; 
While for his country pouring many a vow, 
* SOPHRONIMUS inveſts the monarch's brow. 


* AnD now to Ipa's hill the aſſembly go, 
And halting where the ſteep aſcends below, 
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A 


A wide extended plot with ſtakes ſurround, 

And deeply trench within the ſacred ground : 

High o'er their heads, along the mountain-top,- 

A thouſand buſy hands the cedars lop ; 

Then ſtriking at their roots, the work they ply, 
And one wide ruin round attracts the eye. 

To CxETE“s ulterior ſhore the ſtrokes reſound, 

And SAMorHRACE ſends back the echoing ſound. 
This finiſh'd, riſe ſeven fanes : to Juno one; 
To unrelenting Dis; to DELos? ſon ; 

To PaLLas; to the power whoſe throne profound 
Old NerEvs' liquid empire circles round; 

To Him who with loud thunder ſhakes the ſphere ; 
And Him too, at whoſe bar the ghoſts appear 

In TaxTaRvus' black realms, of all the dead, 
Stern Mixos whom the guilty hear and dread. 


Ts thus conſtructed; from the walls, are brought 
For facrifice a herd that never wrought. ; 

Large cruiſes too of wine the heralds bear, 
Sweet to the taſte, rich, exquiſite, and rare. 

The bellowing victims writhe in life's laſt throes, 

While purple to the trench a torrent flows : 

And now, in order due on every pile, 

A hecatomb they place, then reſt awhile ; 
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For ſolemnly we ſaw, the elected king 


E 


A 


A 


SOPHRONIMUS lead forth amid the din 
In every part ſent up from ſuch a throng, 
And place him at the fane, where ſtretch'd along, 
A fable colour'd ſteer the train had bound, 
And with fleep-working flowers his forehead crown'd. 
Heaven's ſacred concave firſt, the kingly man 


d View'd awtul, and next earth 3 then thus began 5 


GREAT offspring of the god, relentleſs lord, 


40 
«6 


ce 


10 
T' 
40 
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446 
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10 


«cc 


That ſolemnly mak'ſt known the dread award 4350 
Of vengeance in hell's dark TARTAREAN climes, 
There ſentencing to pain the man of crimes, 

Benignantly give ear; and yet if ere 

Thy power vouchſaf 'd one CRETAN's fervent prayer 
ARISTODEM'S now granting, fall his mind, 1 | 


With wiſdom's precious gifts and virtue's join'd. 


If this, thy condeſcending ſpirit deign, 
Auſpicious to thy ſupphant's humble ſtrain, 
Attend the vow I make; and ſoon as found Wh 
A tyrant,, I would ſpread | deſtruction round, 3:5 460" | 
Nor temper as I ought with, law my reign, 
That inſtant, as now falls before the fane 
This pre-devoted ſteer” —* on which, his knife 


The allotted victim ſpoil'd at once of life,'— 


« A wretch 
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« A wretch as I deſerve, and curs'd of all, 

% Unmourn'd, and unintomb'd, let me too fall; 

„ Condemn'd at thy dread bar, the lot to bear 

7 Of kings that proudly reign, and falſely ſwear.” 


0 THE reverend monarch thus; when thus, the man 
« Unblameable, SoraroxIMUs began; 
* Proceeding, as he pray'd, from fane to fane, 
0 And rinkling with their blood the victims lain ;* 
% Pre- eminent of gods, whoſe thunders hurl'd 
Ober earth's wide ſurface, ſhake a guilty world, 
« Juno, whoſe charms his bed and empire ſhare, 
„ Mycene's empreſs, and heaven's ruling Fa Ik; 


„Dread trident-bearing god, CERVUIEuSs, thou, 


6 


A 


Fear'd by the deep when frowns inveſt thy brow ; 
«© Thou PLuTo, that remov'd from light and day, 


Forceſt reluctant ghoſts with gloomy ſway ; 
„ Daughter belov'd of Jove, Minerva too, 


Sage goddeſs with his ſhield of fearful view : 
Fountain of light thou likewiſe, whoſe bright here 
„With plenty while it ſnines, adorns the year; 

% And thou too, far from leaſt, though laſt of all, 
„Low at whoſe fane, for judgment men muſt fall, 
Powers both of heaven and hell, ye mighty minds, 
'* With whom the juſt man's prayer, acceptance finds, 


470 


480 


«« Deign 


7 48 
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©© Deign graciouſly our prayer; and oh! from ill 
«© As hitherto, ſo gods, preſerve us till. 490 
„Let love of ſacred truth, a ſenſe of awe 


For every thing you will, and give as law, 

«« Strict juſtice, and firm fortitude of mind, 
66 Strong to endure thoſe ills by heaven deſign'd, 
„ As trials of our worth, adorn theſe climes 

„ Like jewels of high price, to lateſt times. 
Let every CRETAN'S breaſt inſpir'd with zeal 
910 ſuccour the diſtreſs'd, for wretches feel 


« That grown while they endure a deſpot's hand, 


% And from oppreſſion ſnatch the unhappy land: 500 
I While, ſhould our king his hand in future lay 

i »Oppreſſive upon CRETE with lawleſs ſway, 

Oh fill our ſouls with ſtrength, that we may dare 

„Rather each ill than his hard bondage bear. 

«++ Theſe ſeveral bleſſings deign, and long our land, 


% Pre- eminent of iſles unmov'd ſhall ſtand 

In ages yet to come, with large increaſe 

«« Of every joy that ſprings from grateful peace; 
„While thouſands, in return, as yet unborn, 


With holocauſts, each year, your fanes adorn.” 


* So pray'd SOPHRONIMUS : the pious throng 
Low bending as he ſpoke on earth along, 
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When finiſhing the ſtrain of ſolemn prayer, 


In order, as preſcrib'd, the train prepare 


To banquet on the turf, nor ſeek their walls 

« Till o'er the world night's ſolemn curtain falls: 
When riſing from the feaſt, and homeward bent, 
Ihe multitude return on reſt intent; 

« Arriving, and there ſtretch'd in grateful eaſe, 


Soft ſlumber's magic charms their ſenſes ſeize ; 5 520 


Within the regal dome, prepar'd in haſte, 
Such honours paid by CRETE our viſit grac'd ! 


A couch of ſplendid frame the king provides, 


- 


And courteouſly himſelf our footſteps guides: 


With thanks we bid our royal friend adieu, 


A 


Till morning her bright.front again renew, 


And proſtrate, with clos'd eyes, in tranſport my 


The renovating joy of balmy ſleep. 


* WHILE nature ſtept we lay; but. firſt, when ſpread 


Illuſtrious ProE Bs roſe, like Pro EBUS too, 


(Inglorious reſt ſhook off) we wak'd anew. 


The monarch's dome we gain ; and entering, find 


The monarch like ourſelves had ſleep reſign'd: 


When Mx rok thus began: To CRRETE's new king 
Health and proſperity thy ſervants N 


With deeply glowing fires around his head, | 530 


« If 
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40 


If wiſhing be to gain, and heaven” s great lord 

Do but the object of our wiſh accord. 

What reſts 1s only this: The high beheſt 

Of all controuling JurrTER be bleſt, 

Since, after every woe entail'd on CRETE; 

Thy virtues we have ſeen her ſceptre meet. 

No more when time is of ſuch price ; and now, 

Let once more the great deep thy ſervants plow 

And ſeek their native land ; that land the ſhore 
Where round it the white waves of LocR1a roar. 
"Tis there the godlike king, from whom rolls down 
The blood of this young man, ſhould wear a crown : 


Should wear it; for alas! the wretched chief 


Even granting he ſtill lives, long vers'd in grief, 
Far wanders from his home by heaven's decree 
An outcaſt, now by land and now by ſea ; 

And here, while we delay, his beauteous dame 


Of all things diſpoſleſs'd, except her fame, 


By ſuitors hard beſieg'd, a lawleſs crew, 


Is urg'd to ſecond love, and nuptials new. 

Permit then our departure, while fair gales 

For ADRia's gulph, and GREECE diſtend our fails : 
And as for HAZzZ AEL, him before you here, 

The patron we have found, and friend ſincere, 


Behind us, we muſt leave, but leave with one 


Whoſe virtues like his own fo long have ſhone, 
« While 


560 


549 


550 
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Cy 


« While we abridge our ſpeech, and anſwer wait 


« For licence to depart the CRET AN ſtate.” 


* Tyvs MENTOR; when,” T Oh friends!“ the king rejoin'd,” 
Friends; for as ſuch I count you in my mind, 
«© Bear witneſs to the truth of what I ſay; 
„For were it juſtly mine to bid you ſtay, 

« Your ſtay would I compel ; but know, I fear 
« The Immortals, and in all, their will revere ; 


« And whether to go hence, or here remain, 


— 


0 


A 


Thoſe arbiters of men your fate ordain, 
«© With honour and reſpect, or put to ſea, 
Or tarry ; to do either you are free. 

« If you muſt hence depart, expect to find, 
For conduct to the port or ports aſſign'd, 


As many well arm'd barks; or grant you ſtay, 


cc 


* 


Such ſervice here command as friendſhip may.“ 


* He ended, and thus we :* © The gods make known 


Their will, which we obey, and not our own.” — 380 


True, *< interrupting here, the king replied ;? 
For your departure then with ſpeed provide ; 
While every thing I can, myſelf beſtow, 

My friendſhip in far more than words to ſhow. 
Not gold I own the gift; yet ſtill, what men 
If rational ſhould prize, and only then.” 
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* He ſaid, and Minos? laws by MINOS“ hand, 

In ancient times ſet down to rule the land, 

* Rich gift! to HAZAEL gave, and bade on board 

Our veſſel at the bay in haſte be ſtor d, 590 
For MENTOR and myſelf, to charm, not weet 

I * Keen appetite, whatever grew in CRETE : 


* Reſerving for my friend a large ſupply 


« Of raiment, but not meant to pleaſe the eye, 

1 The ſimple dreſs of uſe, rejecting ſhow, 

if Such raiment as men need whoſe blood runs flow ; "Fo 
l And to complete his bounty, laſt, on me 

| | = My voyage to preſerve from perils free, 

\] * Beſtowing a choice band of hardy ſlaves, . 
Well exercis'd to fight, or ſtem the waves. 600 


Now ready to depart, we ſeek the tide, 
And halting ere we climb the veſſel's ſide, 
While of my tongue the office tears ſuſpend, 
With tenderneſs and love, our SYRIAN friend 
« Cloſe ſtrains us to his breaſt, and long we ſtand. 
« Juſt like four ſtatues planted on the ſtrand, 
Or brothers of one blood, who quit the more 
« Reluctant, as if ſure to meet no more. 
Such, goddeſs, was the ſcene; at length, forth 3 
* The SyRIAN's labouring ſtrain, and thus he ſpoke:“ 610 


„% The 


Va, 
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„The Immortals, O my friends, in whom we truſt, 
« Are bounteous, and can never be unjuſt : 
„ ur friendſhip they behold ; and ſoon or late 


«© Will reunite us in a deathleſs ſtate. 


* 


« Oh might but my remains, this duſt of mine, 
Whenever my frail fleſh and ſoul disjoin, 

„ Oh might they, I repeat, with yours but burn, 
« And in the tomb fill up one common urn, - 4 
« What further could I aſk?” * At this, again 

The SYRIAN with freſh griefs bedu'd the plain; 029 


* We ſee it, nor can we deny our tears, 


« Faſt flowing till the crowded wharf appears. 


© Tris witneſſing, the king our grief ſuſpends:“ 
Remember, he begins, my valued friends, 
That to vexatious cares till now unknown, 
c My dignity I owe to you alone ; 


cc 


And ſue to heaven for him, whom late the crowd, 1 


* 


0 


Perſuaded by your voice, with rule endow'd. if 
For me, who what I have, beſtow, I pray, 
Jove may ſpeed back your liquid way ; 630 


When ITHACA you gain, your foes ſubdue, 


00 
cc 
cc 
40 


And graciouſly vouchſafe your eyes the view 


« 


* 


Of a lov'd parent, given once more to reign, 
And at his feet ſubdu'd the ſuitor train. 


G & 2 | „% Nor 
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| Nor laviſhing, but words my love to ſhow, 
| | Not deſtitute of means behold you go; 
il „The force. you have on board, when once again 
| 4 is given you to review your native plain, 
| May, it my wiſh but ſuit with Jovk's decree,, 
1 From every future ill the dame ſet free. 640 
| „ Here, therefore, break we off: your ready fail — 
1 Beats to and fro' impatient of the gale . 
if = Together both depart ; together live, 
il „ every joy poſleſs'd that fate can give; 
if And caſting back a thought on CRETE behind, 
1 „Should Ir HAc A but fear from foes to find 
fi © Invaſion or diſtreſs, be ſure to meet 
il «A permanent ſure friend in me and CRETE.” 
ul Thus weeping as he ſpoke, the monarch faid, 
i And cloſer to the ſhip our footſteps led: \ 650 
l Our grateful thanks renew'd, the bark we gain, 
1] Bid once more both adieu and plow the main. 
0 XET launching not far out, we ſhape our courſe, 
But coaſting, hear the waves with double force 
The ſounding ſhore aſſault; and firſt, appear, 
* CiTHZA, thy green ſhades that deck the year: 
Still hovering nigh the ſhore, to PHOENIX' bay 
Our mariners elate then ſtretch away: 


+ mor 
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For Lyss A we next ſteer, and LycTium's ſtrand, 


And double the huge cape of craggy land. 660 


For Dic r Aus then ſail, till full in view 
The land-mark of our Way ſalutes | the crew; 
Nor moor we at the port for needleſs ſtay, 
But through the HELESPONT direct our way: 

Ip 's ſacred hill behind, aſcends the ſky, 

And mingles with the clouds that float on high. 


* 


By favouring gales impell'd, and wafted o'er, 
In proſpect we behold the ſea-girt ſhore 


6 


Of CyTHERaA, an iſle that mid-way plac'd, 


a 


Surveys with large command the wat'ry waſte 670 
"Tween PELoy's ſhore and CRETE, whoſe winding bay 


We enter, and ſafe moor'd our courſe delay, 


— a 


* 


Till one revolving ſun had chas'd the night, 


— 8 


Then ſail away again with growing light. 


* To CyrAERA oppos'd, Mycene's coaſt, 
By every god held dear, but Juxo moſt, 
Lies bound within -the main ; to reach whoſe port, 


With large extended fail the breeze we court. 


* 


* 


- 


Her cities we but view, a numerous throng, 


* 


Far riſing in the land, and ſkim along: 680 


— 


Corono we next paſs, and ſpeed our way 
By PyLos, the wide realm of NESTOR's ſway : 
When 
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When turning to behold the ſea-girt ſhore, 

On reverend NRESTOR's name my thanks. I pour, 
Then make ZacyxTavs? iſle: ZacynTavs! iſſe, 
« Whoſe foreſts the whole year in verdure ſmile, 
Some twice twelve hours now paſt, exalts on high 
Her ſummits, that far off ſupport the ſky.— 
Our ſeamen hail the ſight, and puſh their courſe, 
* Where foaming on each ſtrand with double force, _ 690 
I In narrow limits pent, the ſurges roar | : 

; By CvrIRISs A bound on PELoe's ſhore. 

|} Ihen, that the opener deep our bark may gain, 

1 | We ſtrive to paſs the ſtraight, nor ſtrive in vain ; 
'it But fafely ſhoot along: And goddeſs now, 


So near our travel's end the main we plow, 


That ITnaca's bleſt coaſt, our place of reſt, 
Soon will appear, we think, o'er Oc EAN 's breaſt. 
In fancy, we behold our native home, 


No more decreed by angry heaven to roam. 700 


Vain tranſitory hope that deaf to prayer, 
* The monarch of the deep diſpers'd in air. 


* Yes, NEPTUNE, to thy frown our fate was due ; 
For ſwiftly as our bark high bounding flew 
© High over head, where ArcTos girds the pole, 


« Black clouds, as we could ſee, began to roll ; 
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Not much concern'd at firſt the change we view, 
And riding o'er the deep our courſe purſue, 
Till gathering by degrees, and now drawn near, 
A darkneſs full of dread inveſts the ſphere. 
Then loudly iſſuing forth from all their caves, 


* 


Fierce AqQuviLo, with EuRus, ſweep the waves, 


* 


And ſtirring them below, they foam, they riſe, 


A 


Mount o'er the clouds, and ſeem to touch the ſkies. 
Unable to reſiſt the whirlwind's might, 5 
Our trembling ſteerſman yields to ſudden fright, 

lis fear infects the crew, that one and all 
Sunk on their knees, to heaven for pity call ; 
Their ſuit the gods reject, we drive from land 

* Through billows, a pil'd heap on either hand, 
Now deep immerg'd beneath, now lifted high, 

* Now ſinking where hell's dark foundations lie, 

* And now, on the dread ridge upborne in air, 

© While deeply ſunk below, expos'd, and bare, 

| © Old Octan's bed would then have met our fight, 
Had Pryotsus but beſtow'd a gleam of light. 
Too ſoon, alas, beſtow'd, though long withheld ; 


For burſting now from clouds with ruin ſwell'd, 


And heaven's deep ciſterns a whole deluge pour. 


One tempeſt we had borne, when lo! anew 


More fiercely ſtorms the god his empire through : 


231 
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720 


Fierce lightnings dart their beams ; hoarſe thunders roar ; 


730 
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| | Ihe ſheet is torne away; the ſhiver'd maſt : 

| * Yields to the rending wind, and forky blaſt. 

1 | 80 dire a ſcene of death, while o'er our head 

| Fate hanging, ſeem'd ſuſpended by a thread, 

0 | The braveſt of our ſeamen could not bear, 

. © But deafen'd with loud ſhrieks the troubled air. 

: | Amid this ſtrife, not MENTOR ſo or I: 

1 © We neither wiſh'd to live, nor fear'd to die; 1740 
i} * Though from a cauſe in each far different, roſe 
| Our fix'd contempt of life ſo ſoon to cloſe ; 

fl | For unembarraſs'd, free, and calm as now 

"lt My friend beſide me fits with tranquil brow, 

{| The wonderous ſage appear'd, yet not as one 

It « Whoſe ſpirit with life's pains long inly wrung, 

| | His being would throw off; but laying hold 

i Of confidence in heaven that made him bold. 

10 © While brave in my deſpair, and tir'd of life, 

b| ] panted to conclude this ſcene of ſtrife : | 750 
| * That glory which heaven wills the juſt ſhall know, 

1 For pains with reſignation borne below, 


« ] ponder'd not, alas! but wiſh'd alone 


Io ſuffer thoſe few pains that ceaſe when known. 
How different from my friend's this ſtate of mind! 
A leſſon I then learn'd, when anſwering kind, 
His counſel he beſtowed, what time I broke 

« Long ſilence, and thus ſad the ſage beſpoke, 
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% O MENTORI O my friend l * I cry and throw 

+ Myſelf into his arms, o'erwhelm'd with woe,” 760 
4% See death at length approach: Our laſt ſad part 

„Is, with a firm mind, and unſhaken heart, | 
« To meet him as a friend. Peace then thou main, 

« Whoſe waves are thus wrought up to work our bane, 
„ No more will we contend to ſhut out fate, 

% But claſp him in our arms a welcome mate. 

Ves, MENTOR; and for me, bear witneſs all 

„% Ye ſynod that look down and ſee the ball, 


„ Thus folded by my friend to part with breath iq 

« A blefling I account, a welcome death; 770 iy 

% Haſte, haſte we, yes, dear MENTOR, haſte we then Ml 
To ſuffer the laſt pang, and die like men.” 4 


« Tuvs I, in deep deſpair ; and thus my friend 5 
* Say, whither do theſe words thus utter'd tend? 


« For know, the valiant nothin g leave undone, 


EY 


„When every way beſet, life's ills to ſhun ; | 0 
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„But fertile in reſource, ferene, and free, 


Expedients put in act thoſe ills to flee. 
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Him real heroe like, or truly brave, 
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Think not, who when before him yawns the grave, 780 
Views unconcern'd the gulph, nor cares if death 
Farly or late ſuſpend his mortal breath: 
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To heaven we owe that ſpark, heaven's ſpirit gives 


„ From its rich ſtores to every ſoul that lives; 


And deeming it a richer gem than ſhines | | 
Deep buried far from ſight in OrHIR's mines, 5 
Should treaſure up the gift, not from us fling 


Heaven's preſent, as a light and trifling thing. 

Inſtead of vain complaint then, mark me well ; | 
„While with their ſorrows theſe the ocean ſwell, 199 
„ Anxious for life, yet careleſs of it too, 

6c Though to their floth death finally enſue, 


« Let us all means employ our fate to ſhun, 


For after all, who knows heaven's will, my ſon?” 


He ſaid; and at the word, impetuous flew, 

And with his axe the tackling cut in two; 
When, ſunder'd from its ſtock, the ſplinter'd maſt 
Dives deep into the flood, and now at laſt 
Deliver'd of its load, our bark again 


* Swims level, nor lets in the ruſhing main. 800 


As rooted in a rock, and rais'd on high, 
With branches that ſupport the incumbent ſky, 
8 Where feather'd nations reſt, ſome. oak diſplays 
* Her branches, and wards off the ſolar rays: 
Though every. blaſt blow round, the tree remains: 
* Pride of her neighbouring wood, hills,. vales, and plains, 


« Deriding 
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0 Deriding the vain ſtorm, that ſcarce does more 
«© Than agitate her leaves with 1dle roar. 

« So MENTOR: while thus taught, I felt in part 
« His fortitude and ſtrength inſpire my heart : 


And anxious now for life, my hands perform 
All offices on board, while rules the ſtorm. 


This, goddels, ſaw my great, my careful friend, 
And ever as the toil, he could ſuſpend, 


Exacted by our ſtate, with counſel wiſe, 
With admonitions ſoft, and kind replies, 


That ceas'd not while our bark the ſea poſſeſs'd, 


Conſol'd me in my fears, and thus addreſs'd:“ 


„ BELIEVE you, that the god, whoſe ſovereign will 


** Rules through all nature, and can ne'er do ill, 
Will yield up thoſe he fram'd, before the day 
Allotted them by fate to paſs away? 


That Jue1TER on winds or waves beſtows, 
Not publiſhing how firſt inclines his will, 
On wrath or pity's fide, a power to kill? 


40 


«c 


Does every thing on earth, or leaves undone, 
As he himſelf thinks meet, and Jove alone 
Determines on men's lots by ways unknown, 


H h 2 


«c 


«c 


What crime exceeds that thought! Can men ſuppoſe 


The god then, yea be ſure, the god, dear fon, 
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Effecting their eſcape, when ills ſurround, 

« Or dealing out themſelves the deadly wound. 

„% The Eternal then is all; the obedient ſea, 

That riſes, or is calm at his decree, | 
Claims nothing from our fear. Heaven's diſtant ks. 
Go viſit, and remov'd from mortal ſight, 

If poſlibly, chou canſt, clude thoſe eyes 

« Pervading at one glance earth, air, and ſkies ; 
„Or, if thou think ſome other place may hide 
Thy preſence from his ſearch, that place be tried, 
And ſhroud thec in the abyſs, the mighty deep, 
Where thicker than night's ſhades their empire keep ; 
„But apprehend not ſtill the Eternal's hand 

„% Too ſhort to pluck thee theuce, and like a brand 
«« Devoted to quick fire, thy trembling frame 

„ Hurl furiouſly beneath to. feed hell's flame.. 

«« Almighty as he is, his arm no. place 

0 Experiences too far, too vaſt no ſpace: 

When guilt is to be reach'd : Above; too high; 
Beneath him, too profound; beſide him, lie 
No intervals too great, when mov'd by pray'r, 

ti The mercy-loving god inclines to ſpare.” 


* He ſpoke, nor was I deaf: the grateful ſounds, 
Like lubricating oils, that pour'd on wounds, 


840 


6. The 
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The throbbing pulſe compoſe, with comfort roll 
Their influence through each vein, and cheer my ſoul. 
What reſts, my tongue would ſtrive to tell in vain, 
And weak and ineffectual prove the ſtrain, 

« Suffice then this for all. Six days and more, 


« If day we could compute, while nature wore | 860 


The ſable dreſs of night, —ſix tedious days, 
Illum'd but by the momentary blaze 


Of lightnings, and by winds urg'd furious on, 
© Unconſcious of our courſe we drove along; 


Till ceas'd the vivid flames, and now alone 


Our veſſel by the whirlwind's force was thrown. 


Ec corruſcation ceas'd, but left the main 
Thick cover'd by dark night's oblivious reign : | 
For day-light we now ſigh'd, to know if land, 

* A friendly or inhoſpitable ſtrand, 870 
It little matter d which, lay ſtretch'd in view ; 

Till day at length, long abſent, gradual grew : 

When, at the firſt faint glimpſe of light, is heard: 

The joyful cry of land, a welcome word. | 

Inſpiriting each heart, the growing light 

Now ſpreading its. broad beam, confirms the ſight : 

The winds impell us. on: new maſts we raiſe, 


Availing us in haſte of all the ways 


o 


> 


Neceſſity 
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Neceſſity could teach, and awkward ſails, | 
With eagerneſs ſpread out, to catch the gales: 880 
And now, to all appear'd the coaſt before, 

And beings like ourſelves that trod the ſhore: 

Then, witneſs, O ye gods! in every eye 

« What exultation grew, relief ſo nigh, 

And death before ſo ſure. Alas, not then, 

* So wander in the dark deluded men ; 

« Conceiv'd we with what fate heaven purpos'd Rill 

* The cup of our remaining grief to fill; 

For, to conclude at once the tale of woe, 

A dreadfully ſunk rock, that lurk'd below, 890 


Oppos'd us in our courſe; on that we drive, 


When its ſharp cliffs beneath, our veſſel rive. 
For mercy on the gods diſmay'd we call, 
And on our knees as ſuppliants ſeek to fall. 
0 Vain purpoſe ! ſince no few, fit time denied 
For ſuch a work, are plung'd into the tide. 
They diſappear ; while the remaining throng, 


Though they ſurvive the ſhock, ſurvive not long; 
But trembling as the looſen'd planks give way, 


Fall prone into the deep without one ſtay. _ 900 
For me, before my eyes death's ravenous maw 
Wide op'ning to devour me now I ſaw, 
But with the lightning's ſpeed, or ſwift as thought, 
* My monitor once more our ſafety wrought ; 

| And 
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Ae 


And ſpringing from the deck, where torne away, 


* 


And ready juſt to part, the rudder lay, 


A 


Secur'd it for our float ; then call'd on me 
To follow; while the ſage, I hear, I ſee, 
And plunge into the deep ; for what with dread 


a 


A 


* 


Could ſhake me, when my guide the way thus led? 910 


EY 


Oppoſing my whole ſtrength againſt the wind, | 
My friend at length I. gain, and fit behind. | 1 
In pity of our ſtate, the gods look down, 5 1 


KA 


| ag 


vo 


And, round us while we ſee our ſhip-mates drown, 
Direct us ſafely here, to this bleſt ſhore, 
Where you, O goddeſs, reign, and where ſtill more 


E 


* 


Our fortune to make kind, yourſelf have deign'd, 55 


With bounty undeſerv'd, as unreſtrain'd, 


To mitigate the grief our hearts ſuſtain'd.“ 


END OF BOOK VI. 1 
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BOOK VII. 


ARGUMENT. 

The Loves of CaLveso, EuchARIS, and TELEMACHUS, in which 

this laſt is ſuſtained by MENTOR againſt Cure ip. The Deſpera- 

tion of CaLyeso, and her Oath. to ſend away TELEMAcHus. 

The Conftruftion of a Veſſel, by MENTOR, for their Departure; 

with the Burning of it by CAL vrso's Nymphs, and their Eſcape 
by Swimming. £ 1 


Tur ſon of Irnäcvi here cent the ſtrain, 
Low bowing to the Fair, and circling train. 
* Among the ſons,* faid theſe, * of human race, 


If mortals can diſplay ſuch outward grace, 
Did 
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Did ever pair before affect our view 

© With wonder, like theſe great, theſe godlike T'wo. 
Then likewiſe things how new, and deeds how ſtrange, 
From evil to good hap, how quick the change : 

Born of ſo great a chief, Urvssks' ſon, 

Though ſcarcely are his manhood's years begun, 

In eloquence, in deeds of martial fire, 

In wiſdom and in worth excels his fire | 


And in his outward form, what grace, what bloom 


Sure, not of earth, but heavenly was the womb 


That ſuch a form produc'd, and gave mankind 
An image, to ſome god by birth affin'd : 

In all his beauty clad, ſo look'd, ſo ſhone 

Fair SEMELE, and Jove's illuſtrious ſon, 
Though mingling with mankind, what feſtive time: 
In Naxos, the fair train firſt rear'd his prime : 
So at the morning's dawn to human ſight 
Refulgently ſhines out the god of light ; 

But leaving him awhile, ſay who is he— 
This MENTOR, this old man of low degree! 
Who at a diſtance view'd, appears ſome ſwain 
Doom'd for life's means to cultivate the plain ; 
But dignified of port, when nigher ſeen, 
Charms with his noble air, and gracious mein.“ 
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APPLAUSIVELY they ſpoke; while every word, 
With pain ſhe would have hid, the goddeſs heard. 30 
Her aching eyes ſhe glanc'd from fide to ſide; 


Now bending them on earth, now throwing wide ; 1 
In every pang of doubt, on MENTOR now, ot. 3 


And now on the young GREEK, ſhe fix'd her brow ; 
Nay more; fo Joſt to ſenſe, to thought ſo blind, 
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Love working in the breaſt makes woman-kind, 


Still longer to give ear, and feaſt ſtill more 


Voracious on the tale already o'er, 


Full often ſhe would bid the youth relate, 
From firſt again to laſt his various fate 3 40 
But ſtraight retract the injunction; till like one 4 
Of what ſhould be reſolv'd, what thought, what done, 


Incapable to judge, her footſteps lead, 
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Upriſing from the turf with ſudden ſpeed, 

A neighbouring wood to gain, whoſe darkſome way 
Excluded with thick ſhades the ſolar ray. 

Her ſteps the youth purſues, when thus, the fair 


Diſconſolate accoſts ULyssts? heir. 


* Trov, that a goddeſs to thy charms, canſt bend, 
The ſtory ſhe imparts, with heed attend; 4 50 


« For know, that from long ages paſt till now,. 
Save ſolely for thy fire, whoſe ſtorm-toſt prow 
Here 


—_ 
_—_—_ 
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Here threw him on my coaſt, this virgin heart 


A 


* 


Was ignorant of Love, nor knew its ſmart. 


* 


But for the father's ſake, the ſon may ſure 


My ſecond vows forgive, and deign their cure. 


Thy pleaſure then, thy joy, thy boaſt, thy pride, 
Oh make it that thyſelf to earth allied 7; 
Haſt thus obtain'd my love, and truly ſay, 


* 


* 


If ſpringing, though diſguis'd, of godlike birth? 


* 


Or only what he ſeems, deriv'd of earth!“ 


So ſpake ſhe, but in vain ; for not confeſs'd 
Came PALLAS, when in Gartcs, an honour'd gueſt, 
She viſited the court, whence abſent long 
ULyssEs could not check the ſuitor throng, 

And. till due knowledge of mankind, with age, 
Both needful in the world, ſhould make him ſage, 
To aggrandize {till more his growing fame, 
Conceal'd ſhe from the youth her race and name; 
Which, while thus widely roaming, had he known, 
No deed would he have done by worth his own. 
In her providing care, ſo PaLLas deem'd, 

And only as his friend, old MN TOR ſeem'd: 
Vain, therefore, were her arts, | the truth to find 


Deep buried in MIN ERVA's mighty mind. 


Who may this MENTOR be, that guides thy way? 


243 


60 


70 


WHILE 


4 
? F 
=— 
' © By 
1 
4 
7 
| *} 
i 
i - 
Y 
gt 
k | 
: „ 
: 
| 8 
3 
% E 
1 
1 
41 
9 
4.0 
— 
1 - 
: 
s 3 - 
* 
bd 24 1 
39 
= 
* 78] 
' 24 
4 1 
1 * 
: 
= l * 
7 
1 
f 
17 1 * 
| 
bt 


4 
4 
« 
: 
LY 
5 
F 
1 
. 
* 
1 % 
* 
1 
3 
BR. 
1 


— 
* 


; 
y 
14 
1 
: 
1 
| 
7 
: 
| 
7 
If 


2 — n R „ 


33 - 
yo FF RE arts = YE EA 


_— CS, AAR wy ooo a — 1 
; p ie 4 ia 33 — 3 * — 
3 — — e — 2 3 2 
LETT * = eng <a + - . — 


4 — — 
— ** 2 
— , * 
=D LES. r 3 "= * 
— 
— ” 
Re , 3 
2 e 
** 


244 TELE MAC Huus. 


WulLE ſomewhat thus at diſtance from the ſage, 
The wounded fair and youth in talk engage, 
Round MEgNToR ſtand the train, and blithe and gay, 
In converſation fweet beguile the day. 

Of ErTnioe's clime they aſk, whoſe diftant ſhore 
In ſervitude had ſeen the ſage deplore : 

With meekneſs he replied to all the train, 

With accents void of art, with words not vain, 
Such words as he might uſe, and man draw near 
Enamour'd of the ſound, well pleas'd to hear. 
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AnD pleas'd the aſſembly pal, but pleas'd not long; ; 


For iſſuing from the wood, of aſpect wan, 
Dejected and forlorn, with faltring frame, 

To mingle with her nymphs CaLyeso came. 
TELEMACHUs to pleaſe, her nymphs combine, 
(Imparted not unſeen the well known fign), 

And warble on the ſtring with wondrous powers, 
Or gather from full beds the ſweeteſt flowers; 
While charm'd the youth looks on, and drawn aſide: 
Each artifice the fair on MENTOR tried 
To gather from himſelf, if well ſhe deem'd, 
That his high birth belied the ſage he ſeem” d. 


Nor with more power, the vapours of repoſe. 
Some ruſtic's wearied lids avail to cloſe, 


Than from Caryeso's tongue, the fraudful ſtrain 
MinERva's mind to charm, but charm in vain ; 
For to weigh great with ſmall, as firmly plac'd 
Immoveable, amid the ſurgy waſte, 

Whoſe waters, when loud winds its face deform, 
And JveiTER pours down the blacken'd ſtorm, 
In heaving billows riſe, ſome ſolid rock 

Of elements oppos'd, receives the ſhock : 

So proof alike to both, the blue-ey'd Main 


q | Yer ceas'd not from her views, the enamour'd dame, 
4 But every art eſſay' d to fan her flame: 

1 Yet truſting moſt of all to flattery's ways, 

And the great charm youth often find in praiſe, 

She gives it in command, that all her train 

Their efforts ſhould exert, his love to gain : 

Their efforts to aſſiſt, a Power draws near, 


Whoſe empire the dread gods themſelves revere. 
For mindful of each wrong on CvrRus' plain, 


Love's all ſubduing queen, her anxious view 
Late feaſted on the: ſtorm, what time it blew 
The CrETAN bark along, till thrown on ſhore 
Her victims ſhe beheld their doom deplore; 


Diſhonour'd there her charms, and blazing fane, 1 


" 
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No menaces could fright, no arts perſuade. 110 


O 
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And mindful of the advice fo late beſtow*d 

By NEPTUNE, in the god's deep fix'd abode, 
From high OLyMevs* top, through fields of day, 
High rais'd aloft in air, ſhe wings her way ; 

And to her offspring thus, with downcaſt eyes 
That brightly ſhine in tears, the goddeſs cries. 


* AT length behold, my ſon, yon diſtant plain, 
© Whoſe tempeſt-beaten banks the youth contain, 
< That CyTHEREA late was us'd to ſee, 
With inſolence, deride thyſelf and me. 
Such crimes if we o'erlook, what ſuppliant bands, 
Low proſtrate in our dome, ſhall lift their hands? 
* Immediate to the iſle then, let us hie, 
And of thy darts the ſharpeſt thou let fly, 
To vindicate the honours of my fane, 
From which he turn'd averſe on Cyprus plain.“ 
She ſaid, and cleaving air, before the bower 

Then ſcreening the ſad dame, appears LOVE's power. 


« UNHaPPy fair,“ ſhe cries, whom fate has long 
« Relentlefsly thus urg'd with tenfold wrong, 
Jo rob thee of repoſe, the ungrateful man, 
Sav'd by thy gentle pity, firſt began; 
The ſon's contempt ſuggeſting cruel deeds, 
And torturing thee {till more, to his ſucceeds. 


130 


140 
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But Love is on thy fide; then ceaſe to fear; 
« Propitious to thy cauſe I leave him here. 


Conſorted with thy nymphs, a numerous train, 


* 


Like Bacchus, rear'd of old on Naxos' plain, 
« TELEMACHUs ſhall fee his childlike play, 
With pleaſure too ſhall paſs the vacant day, 


Contemplating his charms, and feel beſide 
What conqueſt Loye can gain o'er human pride.” 
She ſpoke, and winging back her ſwift career, 
Cleav'd in her car the bright OLVMIAN ſphere. 


Bur Cveip left behind, with glowing charms 
Plays wanton in CaLyes0's eager arms; 
When goddeſs though ſhe was, too ſoon ſhe found, 


Tormented with new pangs, how Love can wound. 


A wood-nymph, faireſt far of all her train, 
Call'd Evcuar1s, reſpir'd the ſea-beat plain, 
To whom, as if of ſenſe, by Love beguil'd, 
At intervals ſhe truſts the wanton child, 
When in her boſom, for ULys SES? ſon, 
Wak'd by the godhead, inſtant paſſion ſprung. 
For Curl, playful ways, at firſt to view, 
His lovelineſs of form, and roſy hue, 

No feeling but of joy, the cheated train 
Believe he can inſpire to baniſh pain. 
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Belief, alas, how falſe! The ruthleſs child 

But meditated fraud whene'er he ſmil'd. 

His cruel work he plies ; while all alike 

That tread Oc yc1a's iſle, his arrows ſtrike, 

The immortal Ma1p except, whoſe form conceal'd, 
And heart, againſt Love's influence firmly ſteel'd. 
The god no more durſt view, than hope to wound ; 
Not ſo, alas, the train : too ſoon they found 

How furiouſly they burnt, but hid their flame, 

Not daring to incenſe the jealous dame. 


WuriLe hourly, as it chanc'd, with infant play, 
In dalliance, the young god conſum'd each day, 
With faſcinated ſoul, and wondering eye, 


Soon ITHacvs beholds, remarks, draws nigh, 


And contemplates the boy : What youth !* he cries, 
What lineaments divine | What radiant eyes!“ 
Then takes him on his knee ; with folded arms 


Now ſtrains him to his breaſt ; devours his charms ; 


Plucks kiſſes from his lips; and now anew, 
With admiration feaſts his eager view ; 
Nor ceaſes till within, he feels a pain 


Roll thrilling with life's ſtream from vein to vein. 


When on the charms in Eucnaris diſcern'd, 12 
Fruit of the godhead's wiles, his eye is turn'd; Sa 


VII. 
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180 
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In her he ſees perfection; but to hide 
That paſſion, dwells on All there ſeen beſide: 


In every thing we ſee, how much my friend, 


My MEN ToR,' he exclaims, © theſe nymphs tranſcend 200 


The CyPRIAN iſland's boaſts, whoſe guilty flame 
Excited in my breaſt diſguſt and ſhame.” 


He ſpoke, while o'er his face a bluſh was ſpread, 
And more than he had utter'd, would have ſaid, 
But that delivery fail'd his faultering tongue, 

That ſcarcely half pronounc'd the word begun. 
| Sore ſmitten at the ſight, Minerva ſigh'd, 
And with a heart of friendſhip thus replied : 


© O ITyacvs, my ſon, whate'er appear'd 
In Cyervus, to be ſcorn'd, deſpis'd, or fear'd, 210 
Scarce merited a- thought, if balanc'd here 
With any, the leaſt evil you ſhould fear. 
At guilt without a bluſh, confirm'd, avow'd, 
Guilt, that at noon her aſpect ſcorns to ſhrowd, 
At want of common ſhame, at brutal luſt, 
Frighted, we ſtart, and only feel diſguſt. 
Far different muſt be here the ſcenes we find, 


And ſurer to corrupt the youthful mind. 


Lo — * * * * K 


* 


The ſcenes, alas, here prevalent, even ſcem 


Virtue itſelf, and like it claim eſteem, 2.20 
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What wonder that ſo raviſh'd then we yield, 
And cheated by falſe ſhows re ſign the field. 


We fight it not; nor our omiſſion rue, 


Till wifdom comes too late, when ills enſue. 


Flee then OcyGc1a's fatal nymphs, my ſon, 

Their dangerous charms avoid, their witcherafts ſhurr, - 
But rather than all elſe, I charge thee fly 

This Cvuyid, and his wily ſchemes defy, 

Since by his cruel mother is he ſent;. 

For CyPRIAN homage ſcorn'd, on vengeance bent. 230 
Already, as you know, his pointed ſteel 

Love's agony has made CAL VSO feel: 

For you the wretched goddeſs' heart is ſtung, 
With paſſion her whole breaſt for you is wrung: 

Her nymphs, and even yourſelf, in evil hour 


Not conſcious of the wound, have felt his power.“ 


THE Map of Wiſdom thus, and thus the ſon 


Oft interrupting her, at length begun: 


Thou bidſt me fly, alas; but to what * 

Whither can ſpeed the unhappieſt of his race? 240 
Oppreſs'd as we have been by fate, my friend, 

Here rather let our woes and fufferings end. 

My ſire muſt be deceas'd: the realm profound 


Of NEePTUNE his pale corſe envelopes round: 
« And 


& @ & 


£ 


And wrought on by the daring ſuitors? vows, 
My mother is long fince a ſecond ſpouſe. 

And ſhall I, ſhall I ſee that paſſion burn ? 

Shall I for certain ruin home return ? 

For have not the dire train, with many a guard, 


Each avenue to land, each port cloſe barr'd, 250 


Where, waiting my return, the treacherous knife 
Is every day prepar'd to take my life ?'— 


He ſpoke, and almoſt wept ;. when ending here, 


Lo 


Thus anſwer'd the great ſage with tone ſevere. 


J UNMERITING young man, whoſe guilty fire, 
Which thou wouldſt fain call love, degrades a fire ! 
How ſwiftly thy glad feet to death would run! 
How forcibly thou pleadſt to be undone ! 
How fertile found thy art, and wiſe thy fear 
To inſtance what thou thinkſt may keep thee here ! 260 
But careleſs of thoſe motives that ſhould { way 
And force thee from this ſcene of guilt away. 
What bleſſed lot, decreed thee from Jove's urn, 
To Joy, could thy EGYPTIAN bondage turn ? 
Remembering then the paſt, thou wilt not, ſure, 
Here evermore thy hopes and youth immure, 
As doubtful of the gods, or yet untaught 
With what high deeds, thy future lite 1s fraught ? 
K k 2 * But 
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But wherefore dwells my friendſhip 'on this theme ? 

Thou meritft not my love, nor yet eſteem! 270 
This moment I depart ; for welt I know ; 

* The means of getting hence, and inſtant go, 

Reſigning thee to deeds: of loweſt ſhame, - 

* So humbling that their baſeneſs wants a name.” 


a 


=> 


* 


IN DIGNANTLV he ſpoke, and ſpeaking found 
TELEMACHUS bled inward with the wound; 
For o'er his boſom came a ſecret awe, 

When waken'd into wrath, his friend he ſaw : 


But in its conſequence, far more he fear'd, 


Leſt Mrxrox to whoſe love ſo long endear'd, 280 


And debtor as he ſtood for every care 
With laviſhment beſtow'd, ſhould leave him there. 


WHEN weeping he cried out: To tarry here 

Obnoxious to no ſorrow, care, or fear, 

Is not that worth a wiſh ? Life without end, 

While others through old age to death deſcend 
Infatuated youth! and what avails 

(Hear,* ſaid the friend, and Truth hold thou the ſeales) 
'That being here on N immortal made, 

If virtue and the gods ſuch ſtate diſſuade F 
Diſſuade it? They do more: then hear from me 
What equally both threat, and both decree. 
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By virtue thou art bid to fly this ſhore, 
« Aw'd by whoſe voice, thy father fled before 4 
* The gods too, on their fide, yes, they, even all 
© The Immortals that ſo oft have heard thy call, 
Safe ſnatching thee from ill, thoſe gods ordain 
Thy footſteps ſhould abhor this guilty plain; 
. « Reſolving if thou pauſe, to curſe thy days 
Wich ſhame, the lot of thoſe whom beauty ſways. 
But thou their will diſdainſt; while, all in all 
* Reigns love, and thou obey'ſt her ſhameful call. 
Ah! wert thou deathleſs here, and couldſt thou live 
Poſſeſt of all, blind Fate has power to give, 
But in return bid freedom's bliſs adieu, 


What truly to be wiſh'd would thence enſue ?? 


- 


A 


oo 


So ſpake the ſage, and ceas'd ; nor made reply 
TELEMACHUS, but utter'd many a figh:: 
Upon his cheek, the colour came and went, 


And with diſtreſsful anguiſh inly rent, = 
While he ſtood fix'd in thought, his labouring breaſt 


Sad groaning, a divided war confeſt. 


Within himſelf full oft at times, he pray'd, 
Invoking ſome kind whirlwind's inſtant aid 
To ſnatch him from the iſle ; and oft repin'd 
That MEnTor did not leave him there behind, 


12 
* 
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Stern as he was, ungentle and ſevere, 

And vexing with harſh comment, his tir'd ear. 
So far'd his troubled mind, as ſtorms the main 
Diſcordant through her wide-ſpread watery plain, 
When hurricanes diſpute their adverſe way, 

And render her ſmooth breaſt their ſport and plays 
Full frequently beſide the ſurgy deep, 

Devoting the ſtill ſeaſon claim'd by ſleep, 

To melancholy thought, with lifted hands 
Immoveable the mournful lover ſtands : 

Full often too, in ſhades, he weeps alone; 

Tells to the liſtening woods, in piteous tone, 
The ſtory of his grief; and now and then, 

As dreadful the gaunt lion from his den, 

By famiſh'd pangs oppreſs'd, where Ar RIC's ſhore 
Her ſwarthy plain extends, exerts his roar, 
Heaves many a groan as loud; while worn away, 
And waſted to the bone, by ſorrow's ſway, 
Entirely chang'd he ſeems : his hollow eyes 
That rivall'd, not long ſince, the bluſhing ſkies, 
When ProeBus firſt abſorbs the dewy alr, 

Shed round about him now a diſmal glare. 

Alas! to ſee him thus, ſo ſadly chang'd 

So much from nature, and himſelf eſtrang'd, 

No trace of what he was, the wondering eye 


Could in one region of his frame deſcry. 


Thus 


320 


330 
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Tnus beautifully triumphs for a day, 
Thus blooms in all her pride, thus dies away, 
Some pageant of the field : When early light, 
With renovated beam, diſpels the night, 
Her beauty ſhe puts on, and rear'd with care, 
Impregnates all around the balmy alr, 
Till late at eve ſhe droops, ſhe fades, ſhe dies, 
She ſickens, ſhe ſinks down, no more to riſe ; 
And bending her fair head, beſtrews the ground, 
No veſtige of her late bright foliage found. 


So periſh'd the fad youth. In grief of heart, 
That panted with unutterable ſmart, 
The immortal Mai beheld ; and quick to frame 
Fit methods to allay his raging flame, 
Thoſe methods put in uſe. —What high deſigns 


Can fail, when they proceed from heavenly minds ! 


How paſſion, in deſpite, can give with eaſe 
Flames oppoſitely tending, MENTOR fees ; 
How burns CaLyeso'3. breaſt ; how long her arms 
To circle with ſtrong claſp the heroe's charms ; 
And lighting her ſharp pangs, how he love's ſighs 
For EvcnaRris pours out with ſtraining eyes. 

This ſees he; and to ſhake CALVSO's breaſt 
With jealouſy's dire throes, that horrid gueſt, 
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Thus artful, though with truth, beſpeaks the fair: 


Grown other than he was, and fond to climb 


Effecting to her ſoul their inſtant way; 


N 
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Vour train, as I am told, to day prepare 
* Their weapons for the chace, and with them lead 
© TELEMACHUs, the aſſociate of their ſpeed. 


« UneRacT1s'D in the chace's eager flight, 


This exerciſe now yields his ſole delight ; 


A 


* And anxious has he with'd the coming time, 


& 5 


The ſteepeſt of your h „or range around 
(Not ſurely by hiraſelt) the foreſt ground. 
Have you © the; ted this rat. change, O queen, 
This pailion, in his heart ſo lately ſeen ??* 


HE finiſh'd : a keen pang the words convey 


When yielding to their force: This youth,” ſhe cries, 
Vain boaſter as he is! and vers'd in lies! 

* Whom every charm, he ſays, on Cyervus? plain 

« To captivate was ſpread, but ſpread in vain, 

Can here ſtoop low enough, and ſtoop beſide 

Much lower than befits tcrreſtrial pride, 


* 


To languiſh for a nymph, of all my train 

Leaſt beauteous, and even boaſt his ſordid chain!“ 
So ſpoke CaLyrso, and to this, the ſeer 

Avoiding her diſtruſt, gave heedful ear, 
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But anſwer'd not in turn; yet pleas'd beheld 
How jealouſy and rage her boſom ſwell'd ; 

And better ſtill to ſpeed, with all the art 
Of friendſhip, but where guilt poſſeſs'd no part, 
A countenance aſſum'd that ſpoke the care 
And ſorrow for his ſon, boch pictur'd there. 


DELvupeD by this ſhow, the unhappy queen, 


On all things ſhe had thought, heard, mark'd, or ſeen, 


Her ſentiments makes known ; and waſtes away 
The moments, in complaint, from day to day. 
This purpos'd chace of his (the intent too we?" 
Full often ſhe revolv'd with ſecret pain. 

It paſs'd ; when lo, once more ULVSssEs' ſon 
Makes preparation in the chace to run : 

But to prevent the ungrateful falſe young man, 
CalLvrso, in her rage, does all ſhe can, 
Though fated not to ſpeed, by making known 
Herſelf, will join them too; then, frantic grown, 
Nor able to conceal the ſtrong controul 

Of inly-working rage, thus vents her ſoul. 


« AxD, is it then for this, falſe youth,” ſhe cried, 


Heaven's vengeance laugh'd to ſcorn, and Jove defied, 


A ſhelter thou ſeekſt here, ungrateful grown 
* Thus to deride the love my heart has ſhown, 
: . 
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Ye Powers! whom men adore, deviſe ſome way 


This ingrate to confound, if juſt your ſway. 


Falſe monſter, yes! for fince, much more thy mind 


Than ITnacus? to deeds of cruel kind, 


n 


Hell's furics have diſpos'd, may fiercer woes, 


When his are at an end, thy peace oppoſe. 420 
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With plenary revenge my wrongs to crown, 
May ſuddenly form'd clouds from NepTuNE's frown, 
When firſt of all thoſe eyes the ſhores ſurvey 
Of ITyaca long loſt, o'erhang the day: | 
| « Then, in the deep, fierce tempeſts plunge thee low, 
And void of burial rites thy body throw _ 
Here back upon my coaſt, expos'd and bare, 


A carcaſe for lean wolves by night to tear. 

* Tranſported, may my eyes this banquet view, | 
And EucHARIS the ghaſtly feaſt ſee too; | 4.30 
* While I, at ſuch a fight, to ſoothe my care, 


Catch comfort from the pangs of her deſpair.* 


* e 8 a 77 
en * * w „„ 3 
3. A. 5 3 3 OT 
. 4 
—— * 


So imprecates, ſo vows the unhappy dame; 
Her eye-balls ſend abroad a ſcorching flame; LO 4 
A burning bluſh now overſpreads her face; 
And now a pallid hue ſupplies its place. 

This MENTOR well obſerved, and ſaw befide 
His drooping ſon's fad ſtate with pity's tide, 


Silent 
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Silent the while, as round a ſick man's bed | 
Friends drooping ſtand and weep, when hope is fled. 440 


Bur bat though he nurs'd a guilty flame, 
Not utterly was gone the ſenſe of ſhame, 
Since weigh'd againſt his fault, full well he knew 
No cenſure from his friend could be undue, 


I — 


And ever when he durſt lift up his eye, 

Though poſlibly the ſage might not be by, - 
With haſte he drew it back, as ſtruck with fear, — | | 
Leſt he ſhould find his friend then ſtanding near. 


Wurst thus ULysses? ſon, the queen, and train 
Inhabiting as well the Ocycrtan plain, 450 
In every look confeſs'd the god of Love, 

The IMMORTALS fit conven'd in heaven above, 

Round JverTER enthron'd, and filent all 

Gaze anxiouſly on earth's revolving ball? 

The PAPHIAN goddeſs? ſon, intent they view 

His ſtratagems, his arts, his plots purſue: 

MixERVA too they ſee, untir'd oppoſe 

That monſter of the mind, where paſſion grows, 

Call'd' jealouſy, to bar the godhead's micht; 
All gaze attentive from heaven's arduous height, 460 
And dreading to infringe the known decree, | 
Look down, and the great combatants leave free. 
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Tnoven Evucaarirs full faſt the youth detain'd: 
In adamantine bonds. of love unfeign'd, 
Yet ceaſcleſs did ſhe try thoſe little arts. 
That cunning and induſtrious love imparts, 
As fearing what miglit chance. Already now; 
Their ſecond day of chace diſclos d its brow, 
And gilded the higb hills, when all array'd. 
In elegance came forth the quiver'd maid, 
Pre-eminently fair, with added charms 
That never yet had grac'd a mortal's arms. 
Forth iſſunng from her grot, adorn'd ſhe came, 
In every action love; and all her frame 
As CYTHEREA Will'd, more charms that day 
Poſſeſſing, than her queen the youth to ſway... 


WII agony oppreſs'd, with ſhame o' ercome, 
And, tilk her words found vent, ſtruck wholly. dumb, 
. CaLyeso ſaw the maid, and madly ſtung 
While aim'd at uſual fpeech her baffled tongue, 
Precipitately ran with rapid way, 

Till ſhrowded in her grot from hateful' day, 
Words finally found vent, when thus with fighs. 
And imprecations mix'd, the infuriate cries :. 


© AND have I all. in vain, ye gods, thus tried 
% 'This. hateful ſecond chace to ſet aſide? 
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Shall T then ſtill make one, that weigh'd with mine, 


New charms this nymph may have, and ſeem divine? 


+ Ye Powers that earth controul, and rule above, 
© Shall ever the dear youth, I ſo much love, 
One momentary. glance on me beſtow, 

With EUCHARIS {till more inflam'd to grow ? 
No, never. To compoſe then my ſad ſoul, 


And this torn boſom once again make whole, 
Let ITHAcus depart this very day, 


Be baniſh'd from my coaſt, and fail away. 

But whither am [ borne? Alas! when he 

« This wretched iſle ſhall quit, what reſts for me? 
Where am I then, and what? Oh cruel queen ! - 

* And cruel too thy ſon, though mild of mein |! 

Is this my promis'd joy? This heart of mine, 
Contented for earth's bliſs to change divine, 

© In ITrnacus? embrace, but ſought to know 

« 'The tranſports that heaven wills from love ſhall flow.. 
* But what is the event ? My rebel train 

2 Revolting, ſcorn my power, and mock my pain; 
While ſharp'ning its keen edge, my deathleſs ſtate 
A thouſand times more dreadful makes that fate. 
This death to me denied, then, ſuffer thou 

* TELEMACHUS Thou ſhalt, thou muſt, I vow. 

* Myſelf will give the blow: thy lover too, 

* Proud EUcuyAR1s, with tortur'd ſoul ſhall view: 
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My injuries reveng'd, while I o'erjoy'd 
Gaze when ſhe ſees her lover thus deſtroy'd.” 


SHE paus'd to gather breath; yet paus'd not long; 
But ſelf-convicted, in theſe words went on: _ 


* WHaT is it I have ſaid? Ah! give the blow! 
And can I then myſelf the youth lay low? 


* 


| Never. Flee then, alas, ) this very hour, 

0 Flee both from me and Lovx' s deteſted power. | 520 
i * Faſte inſtantly away, but leave behind | 

i « CaLveso here condemn'd no peace to find.“ 

j | SHE ended ; nor leſs fierce than quits her den 

* | Some tygreſs, to attack the tents of men, 

| Ruſh'd terribly along, and ruſhing, cried ; 


| Where hides himſelf unſeen this faithful guide * 
The enquiry thus addreſs'd, Minerva hears, 


And to the fair's ſwoll'n view as ſoon appears; 
When darting a fierce look, the dame began, 


1 And wrathfully beſpoke the godlike man : | 530 
i 8 Thus is it then from vice, by ſufferance grown 

ii So mighty, that jt ſcoms man's ſtrength alone, 
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© TELEMACHUS you guard, and ſlumber here, 
While ſedulous ſtrong Love beſets him near ? 
« Myſelf this hapleſs youth behold with pain, | 

« Diſhonour his high birth of regal ſtrain. . 
Vet to whoſe tutelary care but yours | 0 
Was he aſſign'd, that he might ſhun life's lures? 1 1 
Can then his guardian, thus at leaſt ſupine, qi; 
His delegated taſk at once reſign ? OE, | | | 


But hence, and by yon bank that bounds the land I: | 
Fall poplars ſhall you find along the ſtrand ; Wa 
* A ſpacious cavern too, and in it ſtor'd 

* Utenſils of each kind that uſe afford, 

In faſhioning a bark: tis there before 
LAERATES' ſon built his to waft him o'er. 


Would you then ſerve the youth, do you the ſame, 
And every care employ to ſave his fame.“ Do [ i 
. | 
f 


Su finiſh'd; yet ſoon thought, and fain the word 
Thus ſpoke would have recall'd ; but MEenTor heard, $60 1 l 
And from her preſence haſting quick as thought, . „ | | 
The implements thus ſtor'd, that moment ſought. | 1 | | 
Proceeding to his work, along the ſtrand 1 
Their heads the poplars bow, and ſtrew the land: 
The crooked keel he lays; extended wide, 

The ſolid ribs ſhoot forth on either fide ; 


And 
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And PALLAS“ proweſs ſuch, ſince mighty minds 
Do without toil, what man too arduous finds; 

Compleated in each part, the high built frame 
Tow'rs o'er the deep, ere day puts out its flame. 560 


Bur long ago ſet forth, the feſtive train 
Urge the light flying deer from plain to plain: 
Cavrso too is there; yet not on her 
Can any thing like joy the chace confer ; 
But deſolate ſhe ſeems, and burns to know 
It MENTOR Ss work went forward quick or ſlow ; 
And, therefore, though ſhe fear'd the proſpect, turn'd, 
When ProzBus in the weſt now weakly burn'd, 
The unfiniſh'd courſe that way, where well ſhe knew 
His labour he had plied the whole day through; 570 


Each breeze conveying to her ear a ſound, 


While with his hammer's ſtroke the plains reſound. 
She liſtens to the noiſe, yet dares not long 

Turn adverfe, and unnotic'd leave the throng, 
Left Irnacus the while, one look aſkance 


On his ſoul's idol, Evcnarts, 0 glance. 


Bor Love ſoon found a way, in vain all art 

| — His language to ſuppreſs, and awe the heart, 

| : | When EvcnaRri1s thus ſpoke: That here alone, 

All admonition ſcorn'd which thwarts his own, 880 
* You 
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« You venture thus abroad , expect at eve 

« Your guardian no reproach unurg'd will leave. 

« What act, alas! can pleaſe this MexnTor's mind, 
« While, hoſtile to all mirth of blameleſs kind, 

* Your joys he would divert, and turn to crimes 

« Each pleaſure that amus'd the golden times: 
Might I with my weak counſels but adviſe, 
This monitor ſevere you ſhould deſpiſe. 


In earlier youth not ſo; for then, I grant 


When danger your firſt years had power to daunt, 


And error's ſtrength miſlead, this irkſome friend 
Might counſel, but muſt now your ſenſe offend.” 


SHE ceas'd ; but no reply ULvsses' fon. 
Return'd her ; for confuſion rein'd his tongue : 
Diſorder'd he gave ear, and ſuch the ſhame, 
Wak'd in him by ſo ſtern a guardian's blame, 


That his vex'd heart, while EuchARISs yet ſpoke, - 


Determin'd to throw off the painful yoke. 


BuT now returning home, their paſtime o'er, 
CaLypso firſt beheld, beſide the ſhore, 
Mingrva's bark aſcend, when inſtant riſe 
Thick ſhadows as of death to dim her eyes, 
She totters and ſhe falls ; the attending train, 
All ruſhing in at once, their queen ſuſtain ; 
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Not EucnaRis excepted ; but her care 
Diſpleaſes and diſguits the inſulted fair, 
Whoſe frame in every part with paſſion ſhook, 


And puſhing back her hand, ſhe glanc'd a TO. 
Of terrifying kind, that might alone, 


Like GoRGoN, the fix d eye have turn'd to ſtone. 610 


TELEMACHUS meanwhile, ſurpris'd to view 
This veſſel, for he ſaw not MENTOR too, 
Enquires what hand unſeen had brought it there? 
When this reply, returns the fraudful fair: 
* That bark, my power has made to waft im hence, 
Whoſe cenſure, ſhould he ſtay, would wound your ſenſe; 
Even MENTOR, your late friend, — Thus far the dame ; 


But hearing theſe laſt words, and MENTOR's name, 


With interrupting voice, ULyssEs* ſon, 
Who till rever'd his guardian, thus begun: 19 =: 620 
Muſt MENTOR then depart? My friend? Muſt he? 
That MENTOR I ſo love? Then, woe to me! 
My great ſupport is gone, and only you, 
Fair EUcHARIS, are left me then in lieu.— 

He ſpoke, and would to this have added more, 

But reaſon to his ſide was coming o'er; 


He thought what he had faid, he faw, he blam'd 
His indiſcretion's fault, and love inflam'd ; 


BOOK VII. TELEMACHUS. 267 


While EucnaRi1s abaſh'd, with down-caſt eyes, 

Deep redd'ning, as when day firſt paints the ſkies 030 
With every glowing tint, confus'd of mind, 
And fearful of her queen, remain'd behind : 


4 * P 
. tl _— — I 
- — —— * a m_— $4 
2 n 5 2 — 2 = . 9 
' * 2 2 — * J 2" 
WS , | | - 3 e l * 
. - har w os 2 bee ES "If as 
„ er rp" 299%, 
x ge | 
. 
- HT hs * — _— 1 1 


But joy was in her heart, though fill'd with ſname | 
To outward view ſhe ſeem'd, and ſhunn'd the dame. | #f 


Bur different far the queen: ſhe quits her train, | + 
She traverſes the wood and pathleſs plain, | 


Uncertain of her courſe, as ſcours along 
Some tygreſs, whoſe deep den the ſhepherd-throng 
Have enter'd, an arm'd band, in queſt of prey, 


And ſtrangled there her young, or borne away : 64 
So ſhe; who near her grot the ſage deſcries, 

There waiting her approach, when thus ſhe cries : 

Hence, inſtant leave my iſle, nor longer dare 

Thus murder its repoſe, ye guilty pair. 

Hence, once more I repeat, and quit my ſight, 


Nor longer here remain than morning's light; 


I will not ſee you more; but as my bane 
* Avoid what I deteſt, as ſhall my train : 
And to confirm my purpoſe, witneſs 1HOu, 4 
Superior of all gods, the ſolemn vow, 1 6:0 1 
Soul-binding, which thyſelf dar'ſt never break, 


Since by oblivious STYx the oath I make :— 


* 
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That henceforth, my chang'd eye ſhall ſee no more 

* Your footſteps thus pollute Oc y614's ſhore. 

But IT HAcus, learn thou, and learn from me, 

What ſufferings for thy ſcorn the gods decree ; 

*s For to avenge my wrongs, 'Two, deaf to prayer, 

New tempeſts thy ſure fate even now prepare ; 

But with redreſs ſtill more my wrongs to crown, 
May'ſt thou, ere yet thy bloated body drown, 66g 
C Suſpended on ſome rock, while thunders roll, 

And light'nings harrow up thy frighted ſoul, 

. My {lighted name invoke, while I thy prayer, 

© Raviſh'd, deny, as if addreſs'd to air. 


Tuus wrathfully ſhe ſpoke ; but fcarce her tongue 

Had half its curſe pronounc'd, than love begun 
To kindle up once more the extinguiſh*d flame, 

And melt into new tenderneſs her frame. 

* Why laviſh thus, alas!' the goddeſs ſaid, 
Thy curſes, as thou doſt, on ſuch a head? 670 
Safe, therefore, let him live, yea, ſafely here 
Be left to make abode, ſtill lov'd and dear: 
But vain, vain thought this Iaſt ! fince SrYx' dread tide 

My ſolemn oath has heard and ratified.— 


a 


Thus vented her complaint the dame diſtreſs'd, 
While rending, as ſhe ſpoke, her troubled breaſt, 
ft Steams 
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Steams ſimilar to thoſe the accurſed waves 
Send up, where Death's dark realm Coc vrus laves, 
Exhale, and in a circle round her bear 


Their peſtilential breath to taint the air. 


Trvs groaning with new pangs, and mad again, 
Forth ruſhing from her grot ſhe ſcowers the plain, 
Shaking a pointed ſpear ſhe darts along, 

Not fiercer that mad nymph of all the throng 
In Ba cchus' train moſt fierce, what time ſhe fills 
With howlings, as ſhe flies, the Tyracian hills. 
She bids her train draw nigh, with threats to tear 
The proudeſt that her rage preſume to dare. 
They hear her and obey: Even ſhe appears, 
Her rival, with ſwoll'n eyes that ſhine in. tears, 
Who, turning as ſhe went, with ſore-fraught eye 
The well-beloved youth could ſcarce deſcry, 
While fill'd with a malignant joy and ſpite, 
Carvrso on ſuch parting feaſts her ſight. 

Tavs raviſh'd from his arms, thus torn away 
The nymph he fo much lov'd, his life's. ſole ſtay, 
Unknowing how to act, and preſs'd with cares, 
For counſel to his friend the youth repairs : 

The intended ftrain at firſt his tongue denies ; 
But when his lips found utterance, thus he cries : 
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PALLAS (for could her heavenly mind do leſs) 
Uprais'd the youth from earth, conſol'd and taught 
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O MENTOR, my lov'd friend, my friend indeed, 
Snatch, ſnatch me from theſe woes with pitying ſpeed. 
The damſel I fo love I cannot flee, 
Nor, if I mean to live, be torn from thee : 

This conflict then to end that wrings my heart 

With oppoſite reſolves, be thine the part : 

Snatch, ſnatch me from theſe woes, and let me find, 


Cloſe folded in the grave, my peace of mind.” 


FilL'd with the love no language can expreſs, 


710 


His reaſon to bear all as reaſon ought. 


o 


My ſon, whom Jove has ſo much lov'd, he cried, 
And whom, even ſtill he favours, though thus tried, 
Thy ſuffering ſoul to ſoothe, of this be ſure, 


That heaven ordains thoſe ills the Juſt endure. 


Learn then in future from what now you feel, 
Theſe ſorrows that pierce deeper far than ſteel, 
How teeming with deceit are Love's ſoft ſmiles ! 
How practis'd to betray his wanton wiles ! 


28 799 
This boy on miſchief bent, firſt hither came, 


When quickly you approv'd a raging flame. 


Nor ſuch diſtraction's pangs feel you alone, 


For with deteſted paſſion frantic grown, 


« CALYPSO; 
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« CaLyPso0, like ſome fiend in fury raves, 
And as a bleſſing diffolution craves. 

« A reſtleſs fever too has ſeiz'd the breaſt 

Of EuchARISs, and robb'd of peace the reſt. 
All this, the traitor god of Love has done ; 
Love outwardly ſo mild, ſo meek, my ſon! 
© Renounce then this curs'd iſe; and lo! to fly 


La 


* 


The Immortals our glad means themſelves ſupply. 


By ſolemnly breath'd vows the dame is bound 
To rid her of us both, and near yon' ground 
A veſſel, built ſince morning by my hand, 

« Floats ready to ſet fail, and leave this land, 
* This region, that not earth is like but hell; 


© This region, where ſhock'd virtue loathes to dwell.” 


So ſaying, with a kindly father's flame, 
Drawn nearer he ſuſtain'd his falt'ring frame: 
And now they ſeek the ſhore ; while far behind, 
The melancholy maid, diſtract of mind, 
Retreated with her queen, the cruel fair 
Who pitied not the ſtrength of love's deſpair. 
To view her face once more in vain he tries ; 
That proſpect muſt not bleſs his ſtraining eyes. 
With agitated heart, and eager fight, 

Her treſſes he devours, divinely bright; 
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Nay, gladly would have mark'd the imprinted trace 
Made by her lovely foot, and kiſs'd the place. 


In fancy, though quite gone, he hears her ſtill; 


His faſcinated eye her beauties fill; 


And thinking ſhe ſtill ſpeaks, he gives reply, 


Nor notices his friend though ſtanding by: 


But ends at length the dream; the phantom flies: 
Senſe back again returns, and thus he cries: 


0 father, *tis enough: thy word to me 
Henceforward ſhall be fate's unchang'd decree: 
Vet this, if I were ever dear, allow, 

And pity the diſtreſs I ſuffer now-; | 

* For bluſhing though I ſpeak, yet is it true, 
That to my fair I have not bid adieu: 

« All, therefore, I intend before I go, 


Is once more to return, and falling low 


* Before the beauteous nymph, thus briefly ſay 


The inexorable gods forbid my ſtay ;” 


* Proteſting with life's gift, more pleas'd, to part, 


* Than baniſh her dear image from my heart. 
This fingle ſuit I make, vouchſafe me friend, 
Or on the ſpot at once my being end: i 
Retard, till I am juſt, our common flight ; 
For gratitude is ſurely heaven's delight: 
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And heaven diſcerns at preſent in my heart 

© Thoſe ſentiments where paſſion has no part, 

My laſt requeſt then hear; I aſk no more 

Than but one ſingle view and leave the ſhore, 

v « Abridging without pain my farther ſtay, 

And following as thyſelf ſhall point the way. 


« ALas! my boſom bleeds and ne'er muſt end 
The ſuff rings of my age, replied his friend, 780 
Thus hearing you aſſert your heart is free, 
Though from the nymph you cannot, dare not flee. 
Not more to be believ'd, exclaims the man 
* Whom fever writhes with pang ſucceeding pang, 
When ſenſe is done away, I am not ill. 
Dear youth, whoſe follies thus a father kill, 
If in your love perſiſting, ſtill you ſay 
It holds not in your heart unrival'd ſway, 
What troubles you even now, what makes you ſigh? 
* What makes you being loathe, and wiſh to die? 790 
This execrable tyrant then, my ſon, 
y By flying while you may, reſolve to ſnun; 
* To fly is your whole part, to fear the blow, 
* And fly ere it be ſtruck, when ſuch the foe: 
Fly then, nor look behind; and, O my ſon! 
* For all things I have borne, for all things done 
N. _ 1 10 
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Io benefit thy youth, my darling child, 

Dear to me as when firſt thy fight beguil'd 

* PENELOPE's paſt pains, and caus'd the dame 

* To count thee a bleſt prize beyond all name, 800 
My troubled mind compoſe: Reſtore again 
„That treaſure I have loſt and ſeek in vain, 


* TELEMACHUS, Whoſe want appears a rack 


* 


To torture my whole frame, give, give me back. 


* 


If ever I ſeem'd dear, do this, do more, 


And to myſelf, my ſelf dear youth reſtore; 
ii : For if this love thou quit, I hve content, 
{ | And own thee for my ſon ; but, oh! if bent 
| | On ruin, thou perſiſt, that thought will bend 
i * With ſorrow to his grave thy ancient friend.* 810 
| WurLE thus addreſs'd the ſage, his ſon he led 
3 S.till onward to the fea with gentle tread, 
| As heretofore, ſo ſtill, like man array'd, 


His monitor, his friend, with holy aid, 

Projecting, as he walk'd, Jove's ſacred ſhield, 
Though from the youth this a& the Power conceaPd. 
Thus went they on, and gain'd at length a rock, 
Whoſe fide receiv'd the waves? inceſſant ſhock ; 


When, of the expected veſſel in ſad lieu, 
A ſcene quite unexpected met their view. 820 
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BOOK VII. TELEMACHUS. 


For Love, incens'd with rage, and ſtung to ſee 
Sage MENTOR not alone ſtand firm and free 
Deriding all his darts, but bear away 
The youth too that had felt and own'd his ſway, 
Sought out CALVPSO now, and found her hid 


Deep in the woodland waſte, dark ſhades-amid : 


And boaſt you then a line to gods allied 


(Thus to the raging queen the godhead cried), 


When thus a wretched youth, a captive hand, 


Made priſoner as he is within your land, 


| Dares ſet at nought thoſe charms? That captive, why 


CY 


Thus paſſively permit your iſle to fly ?'— 


Trvs he; and interrupting thus, the queen: 


Falſe god! whom would to heaven I ne'er had ſeen, 
Hence wing away thy flight; for thou alone 


* My boſom. with theſe agonies haſt ſown. 


The inviolable STYx has heard me ſwear 
That baniſh'd from my coaſt ULyssegs? heir 
Should inſtantly depart; and now he goes: 


* 


Go thou too, the ſole cauſe of all my woes: 


Haſte, quit my iſland; for not him, but thee 
Sore puniſh'd, my revenge ſhould wiſh to ſee.” 


Sur ceas'd; but Lovs gave ear unterrificd ; 


A fraudful ſmile aſſum'd, and thus replied : 


N.n-2.. 
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* No more imaginary wrongs upbraid, 
For wretched as thou fear'ſt thou art not made . 
That all then may be well, purſue whatc'er 
« The inviolable flood has heard you ſwear : 
Nor I, nor from among your nymphs, has one 
* Sworn to expel the youth as you have done. f 1 850 
« To fruſtrate his friend's care, your nymphs with ſpeed, 
* Tutor'd by me, ſhall do a certain deed : - 
« Aſtoniſh'd at the ſight your eye ſhall view; 
* Nay more, for this old man ſhall wonder too ; 
And foil'd in his firſt ſcheme, attempt no more 
To quit againſt your will, the Oc yG1an ſhore.” 


a 


He ſaid, and to his words CaLypso lent 
Attention, well divining what he meant 
Ere he had half made known, while hope again 
Rekindles in her breaſt its ſmiling reign. 860 
Cloſe by ſome ſtagnant ſtream, ſo pant, ſo lie 
(When peſtilential Sixius glares on high) | 
The drooping flocks at noon ; but ſoon, if flow 
Soft zephyrs, while the waters curl below, 
Spring cheerful with new life, and ſport and bound, 
Cropping with eagerneſs the flowery ground. 
So too Love's converſe cheers CaLyeso's breaſt, 


And reinſtates therein its baniſh'd gueſt. 


BOOK VIT. TELEMACHUS, 


In extacy ſhe ſmiles; with longing arms 


The god ſhe claſps once more, admires his charms, 


And claſping and admiring, drinks again 
Freſh draughts of added love to ſwell her pain. 


WuiLe Venus? ſon himſelf that moment went 
To ſeek the goddeſs nymphs, on vengeance bent : 
Avoiding her wak'd wrath, the nymphs he found 
Diſpers'd among the hills on all ſides round: 

As when, intending to lay waſte the A: 
Forth iſſuing from the wood, with hunger bold, 
Some wolf o'erleaps the fence at dead of night, 
When ſuch as *ſcape his fury take to flight. 

For life, the harmleſs people ſcour away, 

And hid among the hills, lie there till day ; 

Nor, from the night's paſt havock (ſuch their fear), 
Scarce iſſue when at morn the ſwains they hear: 
So, hardly could a god induce the train, 
Deſcending from their hills, to join again : 


At length they venture forth; when thus the boy : 


* You that CaLyeso dread, your aid employ | 
* To execute her will: UrLysszs* fon 


* Is yet within your power. Diſpatch, haſte, run, 


* And fire this MRNTOR's bark. Aloft, ſee where 


* Aſpiring the tall maſt appears ip air.“ 
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They liſten: a mad fury fills the throng: 

They kindle each a brand, and ruſh along : 

Their looſen'd locks they ſhake ; the ſhore — crowd; 

The veſſel they draw near, and yell aloud. 

Already mounts the flame; the riſing blaſt | 

Aſſiſts it; with loud craſh down drops the maſt, 

Extinguiſh in the main, and huge of ſize ” 
Clouds mount in ſmoke that half obſcure the ſkies. 900 


Tur thoughtful ſenior heard: he ſaw too well 

His pupil's untaught heart, though ſtrange to tell, 
Relapſing into love, and wiſely deem'd 

That with freſh danger every moment teem'd. 

He look'd, and ſaw a bark that diſtant ſwum, 

For near the dang'rous iſle it durſt not come. 

At ſuch a happy time, this bark deſcried, 

That moment from the rock his watchful guide 
Precipitates the youth, then plunges too, 155 
Nor dreads while he beholds the dang'rous view. 910 
Confounded at the fall, ULxssks' ſon 

Ere this to drink the briny ſtream begun: 

But Mrxrox holding out his friendly arm, 

A ſecret aid he felt, that like ſome charm 

Reſtor'd him to himſelf, and now no more 

His heart regrets to quit the guilty ſhore. 


AS TONISH D 


* 


BOOK VII.  TELEMACHUS. 


 AsToN1sn'D at the fight Caryes0's train 

| Run to and fro, and howling rend the plain. 
Defrauded of her hopes. the raging queen 

Flies headlong to her grot, and lurks unſeen : 
While Lovz his pinion claps in deep deſpite, | 
Mounts upward, and attains the OLvymeian height 
Where for his coming ruthleſs Vexvs ſtay d, 

To laugh at every wound his ſhafts had made. 


WriLEg ITHacus, as further he withdrew 
With MenToR, felt how much his pleaſure grew 
Within him, to remark ſpring up again 
His courage, and of guilt a ſtrong diſdain ; 

When loudly he thus cried : + *Tis now I find 
How wiſdom can affect the obedient mind. 
Thy words, and thine alone, are truly wiſe ; 


He only guilt eſcapes who from it flies. 


How, how have I deſerv'd, that heaven ſhould ſend 


Thy counſels to my aid, thrice precious friend? 
Deſerv'd it did I ſay? Alas! not fo: 
* I merited in lieu an angry foe. 


But now of folly paſt the ſcene is o'er, 


And ITHAcus ſo bleſt ſhall fin no more; 
For tutor'd by the paſt, at length I find 
Waves cannot ſhake my ſoul with winds combin'd 
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I meditate with ſcorn what theſe can do. 
* Relying upon heaven whate'er enſue, _ 
«* Myſelf will I account my greateſt foe, 


In future if my paſſions furious grow. 

Let elements then rage, loud thunders roll, 

And lightnings from above diſmay my ſoul, 
Theſe will I dread far leſs than Love's controul, 


* 


2 


END OF BOOK VII, 
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AN EPIC POEM. 


BOOK vn. 


ARGUMENT. 


covered Veſſel : T. he Narration of ADO AM, the PHOENICIAN Com- 

mander, comprehending the Hiſtory of Py6MALion's Murder, 

and ASTARBAa's Death: The Entertainment made them, with 
the Story of the BETICANS, in Spain. 


Loxs ſtruggling, and with force oppoſing force, 
The diſtant bark to gain they ſhape their courſe : 
And now, approaching near, the friend exclaim'd, 
0 men, whoe'er you be, whatever nam'd, 
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Refuſe not your aſſiſtance; but make known, 


* 


By pity to two drowning people ſhown, 


* 


That the great god you fear, and all you can 
Are ready to perform for ſuffering man.” 


Lay 


To this, by pity ſway'd, the gen'rous crew 
And ſpeaking, a ſtrong cable to them threw : 


* We reſcue you with joy: They ſaid, afford 


Their ſuccour, and the /wo bring ſafe on board. 


Bur ſcarcely were they fav'd, when ſpoil'd of breath, 


Came o'er their ſenſe a temporary death; 
For ſorely had they labour'd, and full long, 
In buffeting the waves with action ſtrong : 


But ſlowly gathering breath, the enquiring crew 


Collected to one ſpot, ſurround the two ; 


When the good maſter thus: Yon iſland, ſay, 


e How got you there at firſt, and then wy 
If what all mariners report be true, 


A goddeſs, fair I grant to outward view, 
But pitileſs of heart, commands the ſtrand: 


Of ſhipwreck thoſe that raſhly venture near.“ 


He ended, when the ſage in turn began: 


Beſides, we know ourſelves the dang*rous land, 


Its quickſands, and ſunk rocks, that threat with fear 


By ſhipwreck was it too, thrice bounteous man, 


BOOK Vv11r. 


* 


10 


ook VIII. TELEMACHUS. 


To whom we owe this gift of vital air, 

That, when but late preſerv'd, we landed there. 
Thy ſervants are of GREECE; their native place 
An iſland in Ionia's watery ſpace, 

And ITHaca its name, whoſe ſhore-within, 
This youth, whom you behold, was to reign king. 
If, ſo may heaven have wild, EeIRUS near, 


Happ'ly for us, its way your veſſel ſteer, 
Friends have we living there to waft us o'er: 
But ſhould Er IRus' hoſpitable ſhore 

Lie diſtant from your coaſt, we beg to land 
« Faſt of theſe parts on any Arcive ſtrand.” 


To MENTOR no reply the maſter made, 
But with a ſtudious eye the youth ſurvey d; 
Whoſe lineaments to his long labouring thought, 
That lately they were known, the memory brought ; 
But nothing recollecting, thus addreſs'd, 
And in his hand the youth's, while ſpeaking, preſs'd: 
Remember you, young ſtranger, aught of me, 
As I muſt, that your features now I ſec? 
When your old friend and you were brought on board, 
And colour to each faded cheek reſtor” d, 
I look'd, not once but oft; for ſure, thought I, 
That face, and no great length of time paſs'd by, 
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1 Muſt I before have ſeen, but cannot ſay 


Or where we met, or when; perhaps you may.“ 


_ TxLEMaAcnvs replied with ſudden joy: 


— 


Know, ſtranger, that like thoughts my mind employ, 
And you I muſt have ſeen ; but on what ſhore, 


J think, but can remember now no more. 


If Tyre or EcyerT's land,*—This latter word 


The deeply thinking maſter ſcarce had heard, 
But recollecting all, in haſte he ſaid: 


* TELEMACHUS you are, the ſame that led 


- 


Captivity's hard lot on EcvyerT's ſhore, 


Whom with him, to Pytonicia NarBAL bore : 
His brother then am I, of whom you heard 
No doubt, when back to Tyre his fleet he ſteer'd. 
Vourſelf and him I left on EG VT 's plain, 

* Ere then was re-embark'd the TVRIAN train 
TO BETICA, with ſhips by order bound, 

To BzTICA, in various lands renown'd. 

Ves, ſo indeed it was: what wonder then, 

If but once ſeen, I could not now agen 

* 'To memory, call your name? The courteous man 
Here ended, to whom thus the youth began: 


* *Tis manifeſt; for now that you are * 
© 'The brother you have ſaid, I plainly ſee, 


BOOK VIII. TELEMACHUS. 


The brother of my friend. Oh! joy to hear 
Even the leaſt: tidings of a man ſo dear! 

And dwells he yet at TyRE, good Apoam ſay? 
« Continues ſtill uncheck'd Pyomarion's ſway ? = 
« Tell me, does heaven, that guards the juſt, defend 
Still from all ills my good and virtuous friend?“ 
He lives, and he is ſafe as heretofore,” 

Said ADOAM, but of that awhile no more; 

« The better ſubject this: to let you know 

That fortune, now no more a jealous foe, 

* Delivers you to one whoſe cares ſhall tend 
Jo benefit his loving brother's friend; 

And ere he ſteers to TyRE, his deſtin'd port, 
For Ir HAcA the firſt fair breezes court.“ 

He ſaid, and looking at the ſtreamers, found 3 
The wind he could have wiſh'd had ſhifted round. 
When ready at command, the obedient crew, 
Reſuming each his ſtand, their taſks purſue ; 

While with a proſp'rous breeze, the tugging fail 
Full in the wind, drives ſwift before the gale. 
While thus they urge their way, retir'd within 
His cabin's ample ſpace, to ſhun the din, f 
Sat Apo AM with his gueſts, and thus to each, 
But chiefly to the youth addreſs'd his ſpeech : 
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Oos tyrant is no more: the righteous gods, 
Who puniſh'd us with more than common rods 


When in their wrath that wretch they will'd ſhould reign, 


Have in their mercy reſcu'd us again. 

As he himſelf due truſt could place on none, 

So neither on his faith, through TVRE could one. 
For diſtant from his court, the good alone, | 
Intending him no ill, retired to groan ; 
While flatterers hemm'd him round, who ſaw the time 
Fully now come to act a daring crime, 

And in cloſe conſult met, with traiterous breath 


To compaſs their deteſted tyrant's death. 


Bur principal in guilt, that impious dame 

His paramour I mean, whoſe hated name 

* Full often you have heard, reſolv'd to do, 
Unaided, the black deed, and inſtant too. 

With meritricious love, her ſoul inflam'd 

Now lov'd another youth, JoazaR nam'd, 
Who, by her means, aſpir'd to hold the rein 


Of government in Tyre, his king firſt ſlain. 


To proſper in the act, As ARB A's tongue 
Of parricide's foul thought attaints the ſon, 
PyGMALION's elder born, and brib'd a crew 


To ſet abroach the charge, and prove it true. 


110 


Thus 


287 
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« Thus guiltleſs died the youth: his other ſon, 


For native goodneſs prais'd by every tongue, 


Lg 


To Samos' ifle was ſent, that there betimes 


The learning he might gain of ArGos” climes. 
The outward motive this: a different end 
« Firſt led the infatuated king to ſend 


His pre-devoted fon from TyRI fo far, 


130 


That by ſuch ſegregation he might bar 
The youth's pretended means the ſtate to mine, 

* Thus could As r AR BA puſh her dark deſign; 
Vet told ſhe not the whole; for wafted o'er, 

| Scarce had the prince attain'd ORTHos1vs* ſhore, 
But ſhipwreck'd with intent, the treacherous crew 
Corrupted, and with gold ſuborn'd to do 

The unparallel'd foul deed, hurl'd headlong down 
Their veſſel's ſide the youth, and left to drown ; 140 
« While they obtain'd a bark, then floating near, 
* And meant to take them in, of bloodſhed clear. 


* So died the unhappy youth, as then was thought : 
So ſtill As ARB A lov'd with falſhood fraught. 
The king ſuſpecting all, to her was blind, 
For paſſion in exceſs fill'd up his mind. 
Yet did not the ſole place love challenge there, 
Foul avarice of the object had its ſhare, 


- 


- 


' JoazaR's 
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* 


* 


On majeſty to do the atrocious deed. 


As animal repaſts, and foods that moſt 


Such as ſpontaneous grows in ſolitude; 


Jo AZ AR's wealth he ſaw, and eager grown 
The tempting the bright heap to make his own, 
Bad privately the mercenary knife 

Of murderers at fit ſeaſon take his life ; 

While anxious to remove the growing dread 

Of danger that o'erhung Joazar's head, 


ASTARBA now prepar'd, with wicked ſpeed, 


150 


* FrRoM every eye withdrawn he ate alone; 
The chamber where he ſat to all unknown: 
Nor with leſs diffidence did he prepare, 
From day to day, the meal he made his fare. 160 
Thus, cautiouſly purſuing ways like theſe, 

All ſuſtenance, whoſe taſtes the ſenſes pleaſe, 


A cheering and not hurtful flavour boaſt, 


To him were things unknown ; his only food 


Fruits gather'd by himſelf, and ſtrange to tell! 
Tho? not more ſtrange than true, a ſecret well 
Within his palace walls on purpoſe ſunk, 


Moiſten'd his wretched meal whene'er | he drunk. pe 190 + 


But ſet apart to death, the unhappy king 
Was quickly to become a lifeleſs thing. 


BOOK VIII. 
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« His paramour thus puſhing on her plan— 
Ere yet his final meal the wretched man 

Could taſte of—at the door a ſudden ſhout 
Alarm'd him as he ſat, from one without, 


CY 


Whom, for the taſk prepar'd, AsTaRBa's art 


a. 


Had tutor'd to perform the guilty part. 
PVYVOMALION's fainting limbs beneath him fail; 
He trembles for his life—ſtarts up—turns pale— 
And ruſhing to the door, now here now there 
Directs his haggard eyes, that widely glare, 
While ſeizing the fit time, a deadly bane, 
Sufficient its leaſt force to fire the brain, 


a 


* 


The wretch into his cup unnotic'd threw, 
Then turning on the king her ſyren view, 
With more than uſual art ſhe flatter'd, preſt, 
Conſol'd, and cloſely ſtraining to her breaſt, 

© Intreated him the meal forborne to taſte; 


a 


* 


And now came on his deſtiny in haſte ; 


When, taking from her hand, the dang'rous cup, 


” 


Nought-fearing, its mix'd poiſon he drank up. 


* He drank it, and thro? all his alter'd frame 
Swift ſped from limb to limb a raging flame; 
He ſtaggers—he falls down. — The guilty fair, 
The murdereſs, now behold ! She rends her hair ! 


* 
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© The palace walls the fills with deaf'ning cries 

Hf well diſſembled grief! ſhe faints ! ſhe dies! 

* 'The monarch's aſhy heel ſhe bathes with tears; 

In ſympathy diſſolv'd her ſoul appears; W 00 
Till in death's pangs convuls'd ſhe ſees him groan, 

* And on her life too weak to *venge his own : 

* When throwing off at once the love put on, 


And with an arm by hell itſelf made ſtrong, 


* She ſmothers with her weight the dying king, 


And ſtifles his long labouring ſoul within: 
Then inſtant, and ere well his breath was fled, 


She plucks the imperial circle off his head, 


And forces from his hand the royal ring, 


Saluting with them both her lover KING. 4216 


+ So finiſh'd he his life, and now through all | 
His palace loudeſt ſhrieks the ear appal :* 


* PYGMALION is deceas'd,” the people cry, 


* And in their haſte to arms unthinking fly. 


In every ſtreet of TyRE the tidings ran, 


And quickly through the land from man to man, 


« Rejoicing every boſom in the ſtate, 


Since no one could be found to mourn his fate. 


« Fork NARBAL : he, as if a ſudden ſtroke 
Launch'd furious from that hand which rends the oak, 
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Had fix'd him to the earth, ſtrange horror felt, 

Nor could he at the news forbear to melt. 

Like a true ſubject he deplored his king, 

The victim of that vile that odious thing 

ASTARBA'S guilt had ſhown her, and began, 

Not ſingly, but combin'd with every man 

Of rectitude in Tyre, to turn his thought 

On what to ſerve the ſtate might then be wrought ; 

For to his faithful breaſt, and his alone, 
PyGMALION'S younger ſon's true fate was known. 230 
The unhappy royal youth not dead, he knew, 

As, when they meant to drown him, thought the crew. 

By ſwimming he made void their vile intent, 

By ſwimming till he found his ſtrength quite ſpent ; 

When, as the gods provided, ſteering 7:gh, 

A CLAZOMENIAN bark came happ'ly by. 

Thus ſav'd, he durſt not viſit TyRE again; 

He fear'd, no leſs than death, his native plain: 

But, by his good preſervers, put on land 

In SyvRIA's leſs inhoſpitable ſtrand, - 240 
Roam'd up and down, and for life's wretched means | 
Tended a flock in almoſt ſavage ſcenes ; 

By traffickers at length, that every year 

From TyRE were thither us'd their barks to ſteer, 

The time for writing home arriv'd, though late; 

He ſeiz'd it, and let NARBAL know his fate. 
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* 'Though 7 his fire forgot, the regal th 
Knew well my brother's friendſhip, faith, and truth; 
* Nor in the midſt of foes demurr'd to truſt 


© His fortune and whole fate with one fo juſt. 


* His letter ended thus: © If ere you find 


Tyr, with reſpect to me, ſhould change her mind, 


8 Delay not the good news, but inſtant ſend 

*« Some token, and J haſte to meet my friend.“ 
As ſoon then as the king his life and crown, 

+ Juſt forfeiture to crimes, had now laid down, 

But not till that event, leſt both ſhould feel | 

« ASTARBA'S vengeful hand, he ſent his ſeal. 
When inſtant ſetting ſail from Darune's pee 

To viſit his long interdicted court, 

he virtuous prince arrived, and num*rous bands 
Welcom'd on ſhore their friend and all the land's. 


- 


Ly 


Ap ſummon'd now to meet, the fenior train 
And fathers that attend AsTARTE's fane, 


oy 


To their new monarch's name glad homage pay, 


Proclaiming him in every public way. 

Thus, eager in his praiſe, the thronging crowd 
His gracious name applaud, and ſhout aloud ; 

* Whoſe cries, that rend the air, ASTARBA hears, 
And, conſcious of her guilt, their fury fears, 
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Full 
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Full ſuddenly abjur'd by all the crew 
That flatter'd her of late, except ſome few 


A 


That, in the hour of danger, knew the fate 


Earn'd by their deeper plots againſt the ſtate. 


* 


Thus every wicked man a greater flees, 

When evils threat'ning both, alike he ſees, 

« Diſtruſts him, and would never view his friend, 
Exalted o'er- his head, to power aſcend ; 

For vicious men well know what foul deſigns | 
* Thofe like themſelves, heaven's foes and all mankind's, 
When truſted with command, would put in play, 
And therefore from ſelf-love avoid their ſway. 

Not ſo the juſt thoſe vicious ones condemn, 

For mercy they are ſure reſides in them. 

* What wonder then if thoſe, the bad among, 

* ASTARBA's ſide forſook, and left her ſun 

* Immerging in the weſt, with ev'ning ray, 


* To worſhip the new orb of ſpringing day. 


* AND now the palace-walls admit the throng : 
Not able thoſe within to ſtand them long: 
* AsTARBa hurries on a flave's diſguiſe, 
« Attempting her eſcape, but vainly tries: 
* Diſcover'd, ſhe is ſeized ; when ſuch the rage 
Exciting the whole band, whom wrongs engage, 
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To every furious deed, they ſtrive to tear 


The culprit from her guards, and kill her there. 


Bor hardly from ſuch wrath at length ſecur'd, 
To priſon was ſhe borne, and ſafe immur'd, 


Than in her views malignant, harden'd ſtill, - 


And plotting to perform new ſchemes of ill, 


With impudence, ſhe aſks the monarch's ear : 
Vouchſafing her requeſt, the king draws near. 
When, in all wickedneſs well vers'd, the dame 
Such elegance diſplays, ſuch grace of frame, 
Such modeſty of mein, and meekneſs join'd, 


As for a while to move the ſterneſt mind. 


By every facred tie her artful tongue 


Could inſtance, ſhe beſpeaks Pyc6Marion's ſon 


With well diſſembled grief, ſhe graſps his knee, 


And calls upon the gods her ſtate to ſee ; 


Yea, calls upon the gods, to whom till now 


Her ſine ws, in one prayer, had ſcorn'd to bow. 


* THEN paſſing from complaint, in hopes to find 


Doubt and diſtruſt poſſeſs the monarch's mind, 


She ſtrove to prove his friends, exempt not thoſe 
In patriot- worth moſt tried, Photnicia's foes. 


With treaſon to the ſtate, my brother firſt 


However it ſeem'd ſtrange, her charge aſpers'd : 
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Then others tax'd with crimes; till ſhock'd to find 
« Such infamy poſſeſs a woman's mind, | 
The monarch turn'd away, and bade with ſpeed 
On guiltineſs like her's, the law proceed, 

And juſticers that hour in judgment fit 


© To ſcrutinize her crimes, and doom or quit. 


OB EIN his high will, the hoary band 
In ſolemn counſel met, her actions ſcann'd; 
When a black catalogue of crimes they found, 

« Of aggravated guilt an endleſs round, 

Long perpetrated by her heart and hand, 

(This ſhrinking not to act what that had plann'd). 
PyGMALION's raviſh'd life, her laſt dire deed 

* To fit upon and judge there ſcarce ſeem'd need ; 

* For when at length ſhe found no hope remain, 

She ſwallow'd down a draught of deadly bane, 

* Hid in her boſom, and thence pluck'd, when they 


Plac'd as her guard, by chance were turn'd away. 
The throng that girt her round, by pity ſway'd, 
* Attempted her relief with generous aid: 


But waving to the band, ſhe made it known 
'Fhat ſhe deſpis'd their generous aid thus ſhown. 
Of heaven diſcourſing then, at all times juſt 


To munerate or curſe, as mortals truſt 
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Or caſt away all hope, with tend'reſt care 


They urg'd her to fall down in fervent prayer: 


But ſhe, with looks averſe, and ſullen pride, 
Heaven's mercy and its wrath alike defy'd. 


* Now agoniz'd in death's laſt pangs ſhe lay, 


While fury in her heart with guilt bore ſway ; 


No longer that proportion'd form was ſeen, 


That elegance of make, that gracious mein, 


So many had admir'd, fo many too 


Had died for, while they fed their amorous view. 
Her bloom was done away; of horrid ſize 

And hideous, in their ſockets roll'd her eyes, 

She ſtrove to ſpeak in vain; for gaping wide, 

A paſſage of large ſpace from fide to fide, 

Her palſied mouth was ſtretch'd, and all her face 
Exhibited to fight a dread grimace. 


A trembling ſweat prevail'd o'er every limb; 


While gradual her ſtrain'd eyes in death grew dim: 


She totter'd, and though every now and then 
A momentary ſtrength return'd agen, 

"Twas only to ſupply het fainting frame 

With vigour for the groan that quickly TER 11 
Till the hard fight with nature, ſhe gave o'er, i 
Down finking a pale corſe along the floor. 
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Tus eyes of mine beheld as then ſhe lay, 

« Exanimate, a lump of ſtiff' ning clay: 

Dire horror ſeiz'd us all and ſcarce one eye 

But wept when in ſuch way we ſaw her die. 

« If we, alas! thus felt, oh! what diſtreſs 

What woes muſt not her ſuff ring boſom preſs ? 

« Condemn'd, as ſhe is now, the pains to know, 
That heaven reſerves for guilt in realms below; 
Where Danavs? cruel race, with tortur'd ſouls, 
The leaky vaſe ſupply that nothing holds; 

a Where Ix Io N turns his wheel, where PE Lor s' fire, 
© Whoſe entrails feel the rage of endleſs fire, 

* Cries agoniz'd for drink ; where all in vain, 

His burthen that roll'd up. returns again, 

. The ATHENIAN robber plies ; and where, dread ſight! 
* Could mortal men pervade the abode of night, 

© The miſerable TiTyvs' heart ſupplies 

© That vulture whoſe keen hunger never dies. 


* DeLiver'p of his foe, on ev'ry fane 
The gracious king laid many a victim ſlain ; 
Aſſiſting in whoſe rite, the obſervant crowd 
Once more their promiſe of obedience vow'd. 
* While he, the dreaded: Power, whoſe eyes diſcern 
The ſecrets of each heart, adjur'd in turn, 
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To witneſs for his truth, and hear him fwear 
That ev'ry TyRTIAN's weal ſhould prove his care. 
And know, that of his vow the virtuous youth 


Already has evinced how great the truth, 


Whoſe law-diſpenſing hand, and righteous reign, 
So differ from his ſire's abhorr'd domain. 
His people love him much; he claims a part 


Affectionate in each PfloRNIOIAR's heart. 


His perſon needs no guard, tis ſafe alone, * 
Both when glad day prevails and when tis flowm;“ 40ð00 
For nought reſembling inſult can he fear 


From thoſe that to themfelves his life hold dear. 


The bleſſing they have gain'd they dread to loſe, 
Nay, for his ſake, ev'n death itſelf would chuſe. 
While fuch the monarch's love, that pomp and ftate, 


Vain pageantries to charm the thoughtleſs great 


Him urge not to get wealth: by impoſts hid 

On what his ſubjects eat, or vent in trade. 

Nor, ſince PHotNnicia's land in wealth, dear friends, 
Thus ev'ry other realm of earth tranſcends, 410 
Think they behold their lord with bated awe, 5 
His ſcepter ſet at nought, or ſpurn at law: 


Not ſo, but covet to obey his reign, 
* Bleſs'd as they are beneath his juſt domain. 


« PHOENICIA'S 
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« PHOENICITA's monarch thus: while near him plac'd, 
© And, as he merits, with large honours grac'd, | 
« Nor yielding to one ſubjet, NARB AL fits, 
« And all at will forbids, or all permits. 
Ohl where it now your lot to tread again, 
« As lately, my lov'd ſon, the TyxiAx plain, 420 
With how much zeal of love and heart-felt joy. 
Would not your future weal his thoughts employ 1 
« To him that part denied, how happy I, 
That with my love his office can ſupply ; 
Can deviate from my deſtin'd courſe awhile, 
Hence ſteering to obtain your native iſle, 
There diſembark, and all I have on board, 
* Weak though my force, to fix your throne afford. 
Which having done, well-pleas'd depart her plain, 
There leaving NAR RBATL's friend and mine to reign 439 
« As wiſely as at Tyre, with glory crown'd, 
Our ſoy'reign rules the ſpacious region round ! 


H ended: when ULysses* grateful ſon, 

His arm round Apoam's neck tranſported flung, 
Who, reaſſuming ſpeech, enquir'd what hand 
Had thrown him on CaLyeso's ſea beat ſtrand ? 
TELEMACHUS replied, ' recounting of er Fs 
* travels ſince he firſt left ArGos? ſhore, 

A * 2 Till 
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T ill MENToR, from the rock's o'erhanging verge, 
Had plung 'd him unawares beneath the ſurge. 


His ſtory, with ſurprize, the TvrIan heard, 


And inſtant, as he ceas'd, addreſs'd the word: 
When the attending train in haſte prepare, 

Meats ſuch as uſe to be the ſeaman's fare, 
And miniſtering around, a beauteous. band 
Of ruddy looking boys aſſume their ſtand, | 
Not whiter than their robes the driven ſnow, | 
Not brighter the firſt flowers that rife and blow, I 
When renovating ſpring adorns the ground, 4 
Than the fair chaplets that their temples: bound: 
While to regale their ſenſe, and grace the feaſt, | 
With odours of each ſpecies, all the Eaſt 
Impregnates the clear air, and many an urn 
Breathes the rich eſſences that in it burn. 

Nor of the TyVRIAx's bounty, this the whole; 
For joining with its aid to charm the ſoul, 

Bleſt harmony is heard; from every ſeat 
Addreſſing the charm'd ſpheres, ſoft flutes repeat 
Sounds exquiſite, while ever and anon 
With melody of lyre, and ſtrength of ſong, 
Fit artiſt to ſtand up where gods convene, 
And CiTHARE&Dus fill with jealous ſpleen, 
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ACHITOAS interrupts the tuneful band, 
Light ſweeping o'er the ſtrings with volant NE: 
Mov'd with his heavenly. notes, the triton-train, 


The NERE1Ds, and each form that ſwims the main 


Emerging from their grots, a depth profound, 

In gambols the tall veſſel circle round. 
And now the banquet clos'd, a virgin train 
Come forward, and the dancer's part ſuſtain; 
Move to briſk airs or grave, and dance in turn, 
Such dances as PRHOENITICITIA's children learn, 
Or EcyerT's ancient realm, or GREECE impart, 
Nature improving thus with added art. 

While, at ſhort intervals, the trumpet's ſound 


Sweeps oer the wide ſtretch'd main, and all around 


Reverberated echoes fill the ear, 
Riſe from the deep, and climb the lining 1 


MEANTIME the full orb'd moon ſerenely bright, 
O'er the wide ocean ſheds celeſtial light: 
Her placid orb ſucceeds the glowing day's, 
And filvers the vaſt plain with trembling blaze. 
No vapour dims her throne—'tis ſilence all; 
And midnight, with ſoft claſp, inveſts the ball : 
The various glowing gems, that hung on high 
With tremulating glory ſtud the ſky, 
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Reflected from beneath, their rays return 
To kiſs the azure concave where they burn: 
Another azure concave ſtretch'd below, 


With well diſſembled radiance ſeems to glow, 


Bur Iruacus, though what he heard and ſaw 
Imparted to his mind a pleaſing awe, . 


Durſt not, like all the reſt, his mind allow 


The pleaſures to partake propoſed him now : 
The error he had wrought, the fatal crime 


Committed, of whoſe act CALVPS0O's clime 


So recently bore teſt, had taught him now 


All foreſight in himſelf to difavow : 


Thus, ev'ry joy that moſt of all imparts 


Its influence to aſſuage afflicted hearts, 
With diffidence he view'd, and now, while preſsd 


By Apoam to unbend his thoughtful breaſt, 


Ere yet the friendly counſel he durſt take, 


On MExToR, while the word yet Abou ſpake, 
A careful eye he fix'd, intent to find 


What thoughts employ'd the reverend ſenior's mind. 


WHEN thus at laſt the ſage, delighted long 
To ſee how he avow'd his former wrong, 
* Your diffidence I ſee and praiſe this fear; 
« But to. the counſel I impart give ear 5 
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Nor this diſtruſt of pleaſure puſh too far, | 
Which would but a kind friend's good wiſhes bar. 
« Heav'n's ſelf created pleaſure, and deſign'd 

« Enjoyment ſhould unbend the thoughtful mind ; 

« But pleaſure prompting joys, whoſe only aim 

Is to relieve at times the weary frame : 

« Joys ſuch as virtue loves, and joys like theſe 
The gen'rous Abo AM grants, our ſenſe to pleaſe : 
Rejoice then, and his proferr'd pleaſures ſhare, 
Evincing what a grateful mind you bear. 8 520 
Ves, once again, dear ſon, I fay rejoice ; 

And be theſe pleaſures now your only choice. 

No melancholy dwells where wiſdom *bides, 

No hypocritic ſhow with her reſides. 

© When human breaſts, weigh'd down with anguiſh, groan, 

* She miniſters true peace, and ſhe alone : 

With occupations grave, blends chearful hours, 

That for ney toil invig'rate nature's powers; 

When toil our ſtrength has waſted, counſels how 

With pleaſure to aſſuage the ſweat- ſtain d brow ; 5 30 
And when more reſt would ſatiate, bids again 

Labour ſucceed to bar ſloth's greater pain !? 


80 ſaying, with intent herſelf to play, 
MixERVA took a lyre and tun'd the lay; 
When 
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When, charming all on board, with {kill divine 
Her inſtrument and voice in concert join. 

Thoſe accents while they fit well-pleas'd to hear, 
All, ſave AcuiToas, loſt in joy appear; 


And from his hand drops down his uſeleſs lyre; 


While fix'd on the well perſonated fire : 540 | 
The reſt obſerve it not, but ſtill as death, 

Drink thoſe ſoft ſounds to which ſuch art gives breath; 
For with her melody ſhe ſteals their ſouls, 
Their paſſions warms at will, at will controuls ; 

While fearing ſhould they ſtir, one word to loſe, 

Or note of her ſweet voice and heaven- taught muſe 


Scarce move they, as well- knowing ſuch a lay 


Too ſoon muſt end though lengthen'd out till day. 


THE praiſes of that God, ſupreme among 
Heav'n's numerous Powers, the great muſician ſung ; 550 
Of JverTER, dread fire, whoſe awful ſway 
The congregated hoſts of heaven obey, 
Who humbles the proud tyrant on his throne, 
When with oppreſſion a whole people groan ; 


And at whoſe anger aw'd, and dreadful nod, 


Earth's caverns, moſt withdrawn, confeſs the god ; 
MINERVA, the bright maid to JovE aliied 
And deareſt of his race, ſhe ſung beſide ; | 
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Her parentage divine, - and wond'rous birth, 
Conception no leſs ſtrange to heaven than earth, 
Not cauſing as till then maternal pain, 

But ſpringing from the gods all-teeming brain ; 
Type to our human race of Jove's great mind, 
Whoſe emanations flow to teach mankind. 

So pleaſingly ſhe touch'd this theme divine, 
Inſpirited with all the immortal NINE, 

That liſtening as they fat, the raviſh'd throng 
Belicv'd themſelves up-caught, and borne along 
To the bleſt courts, where Jup1TER reigns king, 
And gather'd round his throne, the Muss ſing. 


Tux falling in her theme, with wond'rous ſkill, 
To fink as well as raiſe the foul at will; 
From Jove ſhe turn'd her lay to themes below, 
And charm'd them till they wept her ſtrains of woe. 
The effect of ill-plac'd love, the blooming boy, 
Narcissus, who to Ecnoe's paſſion coy, 
Grew amorous of himſelf, Mi N ERvA lung, 
KReclating how full oft, with ſighs, he hung 
Prone over the clear ſtream, and ſtretch'd his arms, 
Fondly to claſp his own reflected charms ; | 
Till pining with vain hopes, his ſpirit fled, 
But chang'd into a flow'r ſtill lifts its head. 
Rr 


370 


$50 


Avoxis 


In admiration loſt, ſat filent long: 


Great Ox PpHEUS, when each rock and wood he ſway* d. 


Perſuaded by the ſong ſuch art ſupplied, 
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Aponis laſt ſhe ſung, to Venvs dear;— 

Weigh'd down with gloom, and pouring many a tear, 
The radiant queen of beauty ſeem'd to ſtand, 
Majeſtical in grief, as when the land 

That drank Apoxis' blood ſurvey'd her tears, 
Beholding her adjure the liſt'ning ſpheres, 

Then halting in their courſes, to look on 

While to her murder'd love, the pour'd the ſong. 


THE moving ſtrain here ceas d; the aſtoniſh'd throng, 


Then turning, thus addreſs*'d; What wond'rous man 
Or rather (for what mortal e' er ſo ſang), 
What deity is this? Not {weetlier play'd 


With {kill much more than man's, twas thus' they cried, 
« Where Exzzus? flow waves oblivious glide, 
Grim CERBERUSs he charm'd ; ſuſpended too 

« Thoſe agonies that writhe the Danian crew; 
Made IxION's wheel ſtand ſtil, and PLuTo find 
Soft pity touch for once his ruthleſs mind, 


Back to reſtore Eur vpice his bride,” 


Tnus they; and now Ach ros, in degree, 
From his late pain of jealouſy ſet free, 
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His praiſeful ſtrain attempted; but no more; 

For like deep crimſon glow'd his check all o'er. 

With penetrating ſenſe—-this ſaw, this heard 

The ſenior from his ſeat, and took the word, 610 
When interrupting, though in vain the eſſay, 


He labour'd to relieve him every way; 

For when, by praiſe beſtow'd with liberal tongue, 
The ſage would have made up for art outdone ; 
His trouble but increas'd, and looking round, 

His condemnation in each eye he found; 

Since not alone for excellence of ſong, 

The TYRIANS his great rival's praiſe prolong, 

But on his modeſty of mind as well, 


Scarce with ſuch merit ſeen, enraptur'd dwell, 620 


SUCCEEDING now ſhort pauſe, the ſilence broke 
Young ITyacvs, and thus to Apoam ſpoke : 
© Your voyage, | my good friend, I call to mind, 
© Where on the Ec vprIAN ſhore there left behind, 
We ſaw you in the port your ſhips unmoor, 
Bound, as you faid, to BeTica's fam'd ſhore. 
Of BeTtica's bleſt ſtate ſuch bruits prevail, f 
That ſcarcely can our EasT believe the tale; | 


But you may all clear up: ULyssEes? fon 
Thus queſtion*d, and the TyRIAxN thus begun: 630 
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WIr pleafure I comply: Know then, my friend, 
That BeTICA's fair plains their fite extend, 
Not in a torrid zone, but temperate ſcene, 
Where Pnuotpus ever ſhines with ray ſerene : 
From BeTis, its moſt famous river's name, 
The country's, in old time ſo titled, came. 
Her continent it laves; and iſſues there, 
Where HERCVULESs' vaſt arms aloft in air, 


« Two mighty pillars rais'd, o'erlook the land 


a, 
% 


Once joining to black Arric, Taks1s' ſtrand. 540 
Through BETIC A ftill reigns the golden age; 
Stern winter there exerts not half its rage; 
And zephyrs cool the air, when PforBUS' beam 
Drinks up in other realms the exhaling ſtream; 
+ While coupled in each ſeaſon, hand in hand, 


Like fiſters join'd by love, through all their land 


The {weetly-breathing ſpring, and ſunny maid, 
Pleas'd to behold each field in bloom array'd, . 
From earheſt day till eve, aſſociates go, 


And bloſſoms with ripe fruit together grow. 680 


WII ſun and fhade thus blefs'd, no ſpot is ſeen 
Around them but what boaſts the lively green; 
Nor diſtantly ſtretch'd hill, where all around 
Flocks numerous do not cloath the verdant ground: : 


* 


Hence is it, and hence only, that the land 
Accumulates her wealth with plenteous hand; 
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For though of gold, her wide-ſtretch'd foil contains 
In every part diſpers'd, unnumber'd veins. 

That ore they hold fo worthleſs, as to ule 

What others while they get, no toil refuſe, 669 
© In arts of civil life, for inſtance? ſake, 

And by its means coarſe tools much rather make. 

Since, as to ſea- divided regions ne'er 

The BeTicans from love of gain repair, 

* By them, of courſe, all wealth, ſave what alone 

Is needful to life's wants, remains unknown. 

The office of their men, the region round, 

' Is, therefore, but to reap the fertile ground, 

Or follow their large flocks with daily care, | 
And ſhelter them at night from noxious air : 670 
Nor labours leſs the wife or tender maid, 
Who, though of ſofter frame, afford their aid 

The common taſk to ſhare, and common toil, 

Of every one alike that treads the ſoil : 

The labour of theſe laſt, from day's up-riſe 

Till in the weſt of heaven put out, it dies, 

Is to affort the wool of ſnowy hue ; 

And ſpin the precious textur'd ſubſtance too; 

The coverings of their flocks, when flay d and dried, 
In buſkins to make up with thongs ſupplied ; 

And, fince the life theſe people rarely take, 

And on the fleſh of beaſts their banquets make, 


= % — — 
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With viands, the ripe fruits their fields afford, 
Or ſweetly taſted milk to crown their board, 
And every duty do that ſuits their place; 
Thus certain to improve the rifing race 
By great examples given, whoſe force prevails 
When, without pattern, precept often fails. 


IN BE TIC A, few artizans ſuffice; 
© Thoſe only they permit (as ſuits the wiſe), 690 
Whoſe callings, when purſued, life's wants ſupply, 
Not gratify the ear, or ſoothe the eye; 
No art, that I may name of life's but one, 
[ © 'Than boaſted architecture's more they ſhun.” 
" | Strong durable abodes to build,” they ſay,” 
That paſs not in ten people's lives away, 
«+ If reaſon we conſult, betrays a mind 
By every ſordid tie to earth confin'd ; 
When fences that may heaven's chill blaſts impede, 
Or ſcorching heats ſhut out are all men need.“ 70⁰ 


WIUN voyagers, firſt touching at their ſhore, 
* This, or that kingdom's treaſures reckon o'er ; 
The riches their large domes and temples hold; 
Bright ornaments. that ſhine in maſſy gold; 
Gems of ten thouſand: hues ; delicious meats ; 
Or perfumes that fend forth a thouſand ſweets ,; 


— — 


GS TELEMACHUS. ll} 
Or muſic, whoſe all faſcinating ſtrain 1 
« Reſiſtleſs in its force, tranſ; ports the brain ; 'f 
Thus wiſely they remark :* «+ Unhappy ſure, Wl 
„ Muſt they be, who ſuch things by toil procure ' 719 1 | 
„Life's bleſſings they may think them, but in lieu, | F | 
Find they corrode, and undermine” it too. 9 9 
« Who more than what life needs to fortune owe, $ 
Bend with new troubles as their riches grow ; 1 f 
« Since thoſe poſſeſſing nought their affluence view, | i 7 
And to be rich themſelves the means purlue, ; q 0 
„By villainy advis'd, with wicked toil | 100 
Their treaſures to invade, and ſeize the ſpoil. | ' ö 
„How empty then is wealth, how fruitleſs found 1 71 
Jo conſtitute our bliſs, though gold abound ! 1. 
Are they of ſtronger limb thoſe men,” * they cry,” AN 
* Than we who their corrupting manners fly? bf F 
„ Their friendſhips, are they found than ours more ſure? a Ls | 
vhs Reſpire they from life's anguiſh more ſecure ? , 1 
Or rather, feel they not inceſſant care, ls | 
„ Sapping life's wall, a canker worm hid there?“ 1 
No ceas'd he, but {till thus: So ſpeak, ſo deem, | 0 
* Theſe people, who invoke the facred beam ö | 
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: Of Wrspom from above, that wide o'er all 
* Imploring but her light, t beam lets fall: 730 
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* From place to place, in turn, their tents transfer, 


Nor with leſs indignation, or leſs ſcorn, 

View they thoſe governments, where millions born 
To ſuffer one man's yoke, his pride obey, 

* Acknowledging hereditary ſway. 

With abſolute reſtraint, no ſingle hand 

In BeTica controuls the ſubject band; 

* But each his own {ſmall circle rules through life, 

* Made up of ſervants, little ones, and wite. 

His praiſes to the good their mead accord; 

His cenſure on the bad is their award: 740 
Vet are their crimes but few: ſince deep, within 
Each boſom, lives the rooted hate of ſin. 
Whatever food life aſks, whate'er the ſoil 
produces in her womb unforc'd by toil, 

As alſo, what the herds, to all belong, 

* And fearing not their dearth, the aſlociate throng 


But quit not the laſt ſpot, again to err, 
Till they have gather'd the whole paſtures round, 
When for treſh food, once more they ſhift their Smd 750 


IN Brrica, not only all are free, 
But in life's numerous ranks no nn ſee, 
Save only, what thoſe few through all the hoſt 


Superior to the reſt in age, can boaſt : 


00K VIII. TELEMACHUS. 313 


Of blood by murder ſpilt, of fraud, of wrong, 
Of rapine, of late friends contending long | 
In wrangling feuds of law, and ſanguine wars, 
The thought, as well as ſight, their land abhors. 
To BeTtica's bleſt ſons, when ſtrangers talk 


« Of fields, where dipp'd in blood fierce furies ſtalk, 760 


Of governments laid low, of routed hoſts, 
And once abundant tracts made deſert coaſts ; 
On every cheek alike the horrid tale 


+ Bids ſcorn, with pity's tokens mix'd, prevail.“ 
% What miracle!” they cry.“ Is then the ſpan, 
« The tranſitory date decreed to man, "= 
«© So tedious in its flight, that murdering hands 
« Muſt, by ſuch means, contract his ebbing ſands ? 
. Strange notion! and from hell firſt ſurely brought! 


o 


Should violate heav'n's image, and where'er 
„They turn their cruel ſteps, diffuſe deſpair!” 


* ALL conquerors they abhor; and wonder how 


* 


The world can to ſuch monſters praiſe allow. 


- 


But of compaſſion full, they pity too 


Thoſe conquerors, who poſſeſs ſuch cheated view, 
And fancy, that the ſway of raviſh'd lands 
Can gratify one wiſh that ſhould be man's. 
I, 0 Mind 
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That with ſuch fury human beings fraught, 770 
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*« Their purpoſe then how dire, their guilt how great ! 


But of his kind, the father proves and friend. 


++ Contracted by their banks, and flow along, 
Are fit indeed to grace the poet's ſang ; 


When having heard the whole, UL vssEG' ſon 
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Blind ſurely thoſe,” they cry, that cannot ſee 


„ Evn to good kings what care the gods decree | 78 


«« If then as ſuch to rule, their power firſt bruiſe 
A people, what groſs folly in their views! 
But, if to ſcourge, they ſubjugate a ſtate, 


Then happy,” go they on,“ . thrice happy he; 
Who maſter of himſelf, abſolv'd, and free, 


„% Another to his empire will not bend, 
Let conquerors then their large dominion boaſt, | 
And nations lift their fame on every coaſt, 790 


Not blinded by falſe ſhows, the good man's eye 
*« Conſiders them as ſtreams, that when they lie 


«« But that, if ſtorms uplift them, drown in lieu 
«« Of moiſtening the parch'd ſoil with grateful dew.” 
HERE ceas'd the TyRIAN, for his tale was done; 


With frequent queſtions tum'd, to know whate'er 


Seem'd fit to be remark'd, and worth his care. 800 
« Uſe, my good friend,* ſaid he, * theſe men the vine? 
Or for aught elle, its uſe do they decline?“ 


When 


BOOK VIII. TELEMACHUS. 315 


When thus again the friend: They never take 

© Its produce, that our beverage they may make, 
A thouſand times more pleas*d at meals to ſhare, 
Like other fruits they have, the grape's ſweet fare. 
« In wine, men ſwallow down a flame, they cry, 
Full ſorely to be felt before they die; 

A bane that ſaps the mind, and works by ſtealth, 


La 


. 


Rs UMING then the word, ULyssEs' ſon 
Aſk'd what were chief their marriage laws among? 
When Abou thus again: One only mate 
Each BETICAN can have, whate'er his ſtate, 


And, if he faithfully perform the part 

Due to the wife that gave him firſt her heart, 
An equal claim he has, with what in lands 
Where other manners reign, for honour ſtands. 


* 


* 


Fruit therefore of ſuch love, a ſmiling throng 
Of children, bleſs their lives that flow along. 829 


Exempt from care and ſtrife, and death alone 


* 


That ſteals them from life's pains without a groan, 
Here terminates their bliſs, in happier plains 
To crown them with that bliſs which never wanes, 


© EXPECTING that great change, they live combiry'd, 
The bridegroom and his bride ſo cloſely join'd, 
| : 8 8 2 | | w_ As 


* 


Like miners in the dark to ruin health. . 15 „ 
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* 


* 


* 


* 


* 


„ 


- 


To this, conciſely thus, the friend replied : 


* 


5 


Till treaty might aſſign their proper bounds. 


As if one ſingle ſoul inform'd the pair; 

And while without, his fix'd, his daily care, | 
The induſtrious huſband plies, the wife at home, 
Averſe with giddy feet abroad to roam, =—QAa 839 
Her numerous offspring tends, delightful toil ! 

Or loads the plenteous board with. AuTumN's ſpoil, 
To welcome her good man, when evening tide 


Bids him return, and ſolace with his bride.“ 


Tuls utter'd; thus again, the youth addreſs'd: 
Permit me this once more, this laſt requeſt, 
And ſay, how they avoid war's waſteful hand, 
That in ſo many realms uſurps her ſtand ?? 


High hills from other regions theirs divide; | 840 
While the remaining border ſtretch'd along, 

Old ocean bars approach with frontier ſtrong. 
Beſides, on ſuch a theme know this, my friend, 
That with reſpect thoſe neighbouring regions bend 
On Br TIC A their view, and oft have made, 

When ready to draw forth the murderous blade, 
War threaten'd their own heads, her righteous ſtate 
Their umpire to decide on ſtern debate, 

Entruſting to their charge diſputed towns, 

+ B80 
When, 
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When, on whatever ſubject ſtate with ſtate 

Thus diſagree, | they ſmile to ſee their hate ; 

Vet while they ſmile at all times wond'ring cry'— 

«© What demons ſent from hell, the fear ſupply 

. That earth's extended continents want ſpace 

« To furniſh forth at once the human race! 

«« For our part, though our land we hold right dear, 

„And ſhould of no attack indulge the fear, 

« Yet rather than in arms to death withſtand 

{© Foes prompted to invade our native land, 860 


„While near us other fields were empty known, 


Thoſe fields would we obtain and leave our own.” 
Hence, therefore, ſprings the cauſe, the unfailing cauſe, 
That BeTica the ſword of fight ne'er draws 


To overcome or 'venge, to ſeize a throne 


By other lands obey' d, or guard her own. 


© Ip ſomewhat you would know of TyvRE's reſort 


* For commerce to her coaſts, the tale is ſhort : 


* 


Theſe people then, not many years gone by, 

When they firſt ſaw our barks their ſhore draw nigh, $70 
« Receiv'd us as their friends, with heart and hand, 

Though, at one blow, they might have cruſh'd our band, 

A fort we wiſh'd to build in Gaope's iſle, 

Whoſe ſummit overlooks the extended foil ; 


* * 


* They 
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| They gratify'd our ſuit, they gave conſent, 


« Nay further, in the work their aid they lent, 
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And to evince their gen'rous mind ſtill more, 


— 
— 
„ 


3 5 Promis'd, that when the ſhearing time was o'er, 
I l With their remaining wool, a uſeleſs ſtuff, 
Ii | * Uſeleſs, they ſaid, when men had once enough, 880 
5 They would from year to year our veſſels fill, 
| If but the gift might gain them our good will. 
1 
[ | e ©* RESPECTING, laſt, their mines: Too wiſe to need 
1 | What nature will not clothe, ſay they, or feed, 
A | * Thoſe they reſign'd; for to their thoughts it ſeem'd, 
11 | That hardly he had ſenſe whoſe mind miſdeem'd 
| * So grievouſly of gold, and burnt to roam 
1 | In climates at ſuch diſtance from his home, 
jj F That he might rifle earth for wealth, whoſe power 
\l i | | To Being cannot give one happy hour. 5 | 890 
| « Commenting on which theme, what time our toil 
1 | * They gaz'd at, while for gold we ſearch'd the ſoil; 
8 | The cry of theſe good BeTicans would be:“ 
j This labour to what end, for none we ſee ? 
i | 1 „ Mark us, and in your toil much wiſer found, 
| if | «+ Crop, rather than thus hollow out the ground: 
" «© Your labour turn that way, and you will ſhare 
| | True recompence, the rich reward of care; 
"8! | 


in A produce 
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«A produce ſure to chace life's ev'ry need, 
„A produce ſure to cheer you, clothe, and feed; 900 


A life-ſuſtaining ſtock, an ample ſtore, 

« Exceeding in true worth this glitt'ring ore; 
Which not without great labour you obtain, 

« While the true wealth of life, much leſs would gain.“ 


« FULL often have we wiſh'd, but wiſh'd in vain, | 


To ſhew how they might ſtem the pathleſs main ; 


To TyRE, as oft propos'd their youth to bear, 


And in the ſciences inſtruc them there: 


But never would they let a child of theirs 


Riſque, of our As1a's ways the certain ſnares ; 910 


Or what we call life's arts embibe from us, 

To ev'ry thing we urg'd replying thus: 

„Our children would ſoon learn to live like you, 
« And ev'ry ſenſual pleaſure covet too; 

« Which, if it ſo but prov'd (to give their ſhame 

„ Its ſlighteſt and withal, leaſt odious name)— 

„ Our BETICANSs in time would be like him, 

le Who, ſound at firſt of frame, and ſtrong of limb, 


* 


Debilitates by flow degrees his frame, 
And ſo becoming weak, diſeas' d, and lame, 920 


5 


Needs help to be convey'd from place to place ; 
Inſenſibly like ſuch would prove our race. 
Reſpecting that great art we know you boaſt, 
Of ſtemming the wide ſea to every coaſt, 


4 
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« Your knowledge it proclaims ; but much we fear, 

That for no good ſo far from home | you ſteer : 

For having what you need, why leave your ſtrand, 

*« Unfatisfy'd, to glean another land ? 

*© Should we our ſhore thus leave, with juſtice then 

The fortune we might ſhare, impos'd on men, 930 
Who wiltully urge on a doubtful fate, 


-_ 


And truſting the falſe main, grow wiſe too late.“ 


THE gen'rous TyRIAN thus; when thus begun, 


Upriſing from his ſeat, ULysses? ſon, 

Tranſported to reflect, that ſtill on earth 

Inhabited ſuch great ſuch wondrous worth. 

Oh! happy land, ſaid he, how far, my friend, 


* Theſe uncorrupted ways, our ways tranſcend | 


- mus prompted as we are to diſeſteem 


All virtues, ſave our own, we ſcarce can deem 940 
That ſuch a people live, whoſe ſimple ſtate 


c Combining in one tale, no few relate: 


Too vain of our own morals, we all hold 

© Their manners a fine ſtory ably told, 

But hardly to be found; while they, in turn, 
« Whenever told of ours, need never learn, 


With horror the groſs picture how to ſpurn.' 


END OP BOOK VIII. 
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ADVENTURES 


'TELEMACHUS,. 


AN EPIC POEM. 


BOOK IK. 


ARGUMENT. 
The further n of Venvs, in procuring Abo u's Veſſel to be 


rival at Sa LEX TUM, @ new Colony, on the Coaſt of HeseERIa, 
comprehending his Arrival in SALENTUM ; after which Ipo- 


in a War at that Time undertaken. 


#. 


11 here ceas'd : The attendants brought 

TWO carpets of bright hue, on tiſſue wrought, 

And ſpreading them along, an ample ſpace, 

With living water fill the ſacred vaſe. 
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Their long- ſuſpended ſenſe, now ſtretch'd at eaſe, 


Soft ſlumbers from above deſcending ſeize ; 

But chief ſinks down the youth in ſleep's embrace, 
Impatient to behold his native place; «oP 
That, as the ſeamen tell him, will, ere light, 


| Raiſe his dejected foul, and cheer his ſight. 


The idea his charm'd. brain in ſleep employs, 1 
And his whole heart re with * joys. 
Vain fatt'ry of falſe CES; | 1 _ : 7 IR 
Love's unrelenting queen, from Pxrhos' bower 

Full of reſentment, and enmg'd. to fee, 
From her own pow'r and Curip's ſhafts ſet free, 


TELEMACHUS thus ſafely - ſteering home, 


Where fix'd, *twould be his fate no more to roam, 


Indignantly came forth, while all in; vain 
Her worſhippers bow down at ev'ry. faue. 


Of all things late held dear ſhe. loathes the fights $1 


Of her adorers now. ſpurns: ev'ry rite; 
And; in deſpair, deſerts each CVrxIA grove 


To viſit, for revenge, the realm of Jo vr. 


Tar ſeated on his care, aloft, ſupreme, 


With eyes that radiation round him beam, 


And on the glorious. hoſt of gods below, 
So wond'rous his own glory, brightly. glow, © 
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10 


In 
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In majeſty array d, heaven's awful lord 
Promulgates to mankind the dread award. # N 
The inhabitants there fix d, a ſhining throng, 
Down darting their quick ſight, divinely ſtrong, 

See diſtant far beneath, in order roll 

Thoſe ſtars that, as they circle, gird the pole. 

This ball of earthly ſubſtance they ſurvey, 

Far otherwiſe than we, a clod of clay: 

Plac'd in its hollow bed, the expanſive main, 

Capacious to refreſh. earth's utmoſt. plain 


With vegetative dews, or drown with ſtreams, 


A ſingle drop of rain to them but ſeems : | „ 


Her wide- extended realms, her mightieſt ſtates, 
That iron bulwarks guard, or brazen gates, 

By haughty monarchs rul'd, but grains of ſand, 
Unnotic'd as are thoſe that ſtrew the land: 

Of human nature's ſons, the countleſs race, 

Wide ſcatter'd o'er th' infinity of ſpace, 

Infinity to us, and num'rous bands, 

Warring among themſelves, with blood ſtain d hands, 
As emmets in their rage, appear to them; 


As emmets that diſpute to call a ſtem 50 


Of worthleſs graſs their own; for what can weigh 
One moment with the. pow'rs of heav'nly ſway ? 
What mortals in their ſcale think mighty, great, 
Good, excellent, proud pomp, imperial ſtate, 
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Magnificent, or vaſt, their minds eſteem 
Diminutive, weak, vile, or guilt's extream. 


Bur though above poſſeſſing thus his throne, 
Not the dread Gop heav'ns Pow'rs obey alone, 


But in a moment's ſpace the gloomy ſhades 


Of TarTaARus, far diſtant, he pervades; eke 36 od 60 


Or penetrates into the depths profound, 


There launching his quick | ſight on all ſides round: 
No veil can ſhroud from him the guilty mind F 
Concealment from his eye no boſom find; 

Laid open to his view the god beholds 


Each ſecret, though within its cloſeſt folds: 


In majeſty whene'er he ſmiles ſerene, 
His all-reviving eye and gracious mien, 


Spreads pleaſure through the world ; but ſmit with fight, 


When angrily he frowns, immediate night a 70 
O' erſhadows the bleſt day, and central earth 


Shakes when his wrath burſts dreadful into birth: 
The inferior gods themſelves, then ſtruck with fear, 


Shrink at the awful ſcene, nor dare draw near. 


To ſupplicate her fire, the CV RIAN queen, 
His daughter, hither came, of beauteous mein, 
Whoſe conſtellated charms diſplay'd to fight, 

A radiance for even heavenly eyes too bright. 


TY aan Through 
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Through the ethereal vault, from roſeate fields, 

Impregnate with each ſweet OLymevs yields, - : OG 
Soft breezes ſpringing up, a ſportful band, 

The folds of her looſe robe behind her fann'd : 

The folds of her looſe robe, whoſe purple dies 

Not Ik Is, the bright bow that cheers the ſkies, 

In beauty can ſurpaſs, when after rain | 

Her colours ſhe holds forth to cheer the ſwain : 

Her waſte was circl'd cloſe by that bright zone 


Where, deep impreſs'd by art to man unknown, 
Shone lovely the three nymphs, of form divine, 
That from EuRVNOME firſt trac'd their line. 90 
The immortal gods her beauteous frame ſurvey, 
Confounded, like mankind that turn a way 

When Pfokzus from the deep, with ſplendid blaze, 
O'er the high mountains darts his golden rays: 
Thus dazzled ſeem the gods, when what they felt 
Of raviſhment before in grief to melt, 

Approaching nearer now, they ſee her eyes 

Bath'd all in tears, while grievouſly ſhe ſighs. 


Thus wonder'd, and thus felt the OLYMPIAN throng, 
While parting the thin air, and borne along 100 
To JvrirER's dread throne, the goddeſs' flight as 
Cleav'd but not diſcompos'd the expanſe of light. 
So 
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So through the: yielding air ſims ſwift along, 
With plumage that ſeems fix'd, and pinions Rong, 
Swift as the pointed dart its rapid way, | 
With undiverted courſe ſome bird of mm 
Jovr her approach beheld ; he roſe, he ſmil'd, 
And graciouſly thus cheer'd his ſuff'ring child. 


* Dear daughter,” he began, thy gentle breaſt 
« What anguiſh can thus pain? What grief infeſt ? 110 
« Why ſwim thine eyes in tears ? Why heaves thy heart 


Confiding on our love, the cauſe impart. 

© What ſuit can I deny to ONE more dear 

Than the whole hoſt of Powers reſiding here? 
If thou thy wiſh prefer, what love withhold ?- 

« Relying on this truth, be then conſol'd; 


And fear not to make known thy ev'ry woe: 
« Aſk HS and well pleas'd ſhall Jove beſtow.” 


Wren anſw'ring, with ſwoll'n cheek, and breaſ that Goh 
Vnutterably fad, the fair replied: - 120 


f DRRAD ruler of the world, whoſe awful ſway 
Heaven's deities not leſs then men obey, 
The occaſion of theſe tears, and all the woes 
That torture my full heart, ſhould I diſcloſe, 
| « What 
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What were it but to ſpeak of deeds to THEE 

© Known: but too well, for all things thou canſt ſee ? 

c MINERVA, to whole ſoul it gave ſuch joy 

© When ſhe o'erwhelm'd my favourite tow rs of Troy, 


Through ev'ry ſea and land conducts along 


* The offspring of that chief ſhe render'd ſtrong, 130 


Her grievous work to aid with GRECIAN fire ;— 

© Yes, of that hated chief the ſon. (dear ſire) 

* MINERVA, my great foe, through danger leads, 

© Impelling his young breaſt to hardieſt deeds. 

© Hence, now ſhe is not here; but leaves her throne 

0 To cheriſh and ſupport that GR REE alone. 

Prompted at firſt in CVP Rus to offend, 

With homage at my ſhrine he would not bend ; 
Propitious to my tears the god in vain, . 


Whoſe trident-bearing arm controuls the main, 140 


To Ar LAs' daughter's coaſt, from PELoP's ſhore, 


His veſſel, whelm'd at length, impetuous bore; - 


For when ſcarce ſafe upon her iſland flung, 
Fruitleſs prov'd all I did, and all my ſon: 


Not e'en CaLyeso's charms, nor aught beſide 


Her beauteous train diſplay'd to check his pride, 


Could PALLAS counterwork, whoſe fraudful hand 

Safe ſnatch'd him from the goddeſs ſea-girt land: 

Theſe inſults have 1 borne, for which I come, 

With viſage that in ſorrow long has ſwum, 150 
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To ſupplicate that jovr would *venge the ſhame 
Nou blotting, through this boy, his daughter's name.“ 


Wir blandiſhment to this, the god replied, 
Aſſuaging kindly thus her ſorrow's tide : 
That PaLLas, from your ſhaft and Curip's too, 
© This youthful Gu RRE defends, my child, *tis true; | 
« Fain, likewiſe, would ſhe crown her heroe more | 
With bleſſings than e'er youth enjoy*d before: 
* I ſorrow at your tears, but love too well 
Him, and all thoſe whoſe virtues ſo excel, r 
That I ſhould yield him up to prove at will 
The ſport of ev'ry Pow'r that means him ill. 
His deſtiny beſides, dear child, is writ 
In fate, to which myſelf muſt needs ſubmit. ' 
Not I then, need I tell you, but that fate 


All-ruling, all-coercing, make him great. 


Vr this I may at leaſt; and this, in lieu 
Of dooming him to death, will gladly do; 
A while I give him up—his native plain 5 
Long ſhall he ſeek by land and ſea in vain. 170 


Look, where from ITHACA not far, even now 


Gales fortunate impel the TYRIAN prow. 


If thou have then a wiſh remaining, haſte 


9 


To NePTUNE, who commands the watry waſte ; 
But 
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But know whate'er thou do ſhall only raiſe 
Higher in Fate's great book the heroe's praiſe l 


So ſaying, the great father on his child 
Effulgently ſerene in glory ſmil'd; 
And ſtooping from his throne, the kiſs divine 


Imprinted on her cheek, of love the ſign. 180 


Heaven ſaw, and at the act through all its bow'rs 
Ambroſial ſweets ſent up from blooming flow'rs. 
Thus honour'd as ſhe ſtood, awhile was ſeen 

In ſweet confuſion loſt the beauteous queen : 

| Pleaſure once more relum'd her faded eye, 

Joy ting'd again her cheek, ſhe ceas'd the ſigh, 
And decently retir'd, with native grace, 
Concealing from th' aſſembly half her face. 

In admiration loſt the applauding throng 


Beheld her with ſwift motion glide along, 90 


Fix'd filent, till at length her ſhining car, 

(Now dwindled to a point ſince view'd ſo far) 
Skims lightly the ſmooth main with rapid flight, 
Then deeply plunging down eludes their ſight. 


Now ent'ring where the dome's ſtupendous frame 
Erected its proud ſummits, VEN us came : 
The god ſhe ſaw enthron'd, and thus began, 


While from her eye tears once more copious ran; 
Uu | "FT 
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330 TELEMACHUS. BOOK Ix. 
« To ſupplicate thy pow'r behold again, 


Dread monarch of old NzrEvs? wide domain, 
The afflicted VENUS comes: This impious GREEK, 
This arrogant—this raſh—I ſcarce can ſpeak, 

* Confounded as I am—this proud,” ſhe cried, 

And further would have ſpoke, when thus reply'd 
The interpoſing god: Unhappy fair! 5 
This conflict in thy ſoul, this rage forbear: 

Its ſorrows I divine, and know too well 8 

Thy meſſage, Which thou need'ſt not therefore tell. 
This GREEK, our common foe, diſdains then ſtill 

* To venerate thy name, perverſe in ill: 

+* Thoſe deſtinies, alas ! which well tis known 

: Jove dares not break himſelf on heav'ns high throne, 
« This enemy of thine decrees to raiſe 
High in the liſt of glory's deathleſs praiſe : 

If this then, with heav'ns hoſt at large, 7hou know, 
« Forbear, though with juſt rage, to urge the foe; 
Nor higher yet exalt his hated name, 


* Since gold is but refin'd in ſeven-fold flame!“ 


200 


210 


Thus NEPTUNE ; and thus ſtraight the dame began 
* Nought need be told me of this raſh young man, 220 
* Whoſe foot, as is decreed by changeleſs fate, 
« Shall reſt from his lon 5 travel ſoon or late: 


Since 
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Since then no full revenge my ſoul muſt know, 
Nor this my enemy prompt death lay low, 


Yet, trident-bearing god, vouchſafe at leaſt 

With veng'ance of ſome kind my ſoul to feaſt, 
And once more whelm his bark beneath the main, 
Ere his own land heaven grants him to obtain; 
That on ſome other coaſt, expos'd and bare, 

Y He may be thrown, condemn'd to wander there, 430 
Abandon'd of each hope the gods infuſe, 


And groan away that life he cannot loſe.” 


* ALas,* replied the god, reſplendent fair, 

F'en this muſt I deny,; yet hear me ſwear 

By STYX, whoſe waters bind both heaven and man, 
To do in your behalf whate'er I can. 

What pray'rs ſhall men breathe forth, what victims lay 
In future on our fanes, or off*rings pay, 

Should NE PTV NE be unjuſt to men like theſe ? 


Their nation is my joy : by them the lands 

Of ſeparate realms are join'd in commerce* bands ; 

Their worth conſpicuous ſhines, and they alone 

Spread plenitude of wealth on ſhores ſcarce known. 

Such are the ſons of Tyre. Say, goddeſs, then 

It virtuouſly thus breathe theſe upright men, 

„ Uu 2 Shall 


To TyRIANSs, in whoſe bark he ſtems — 240 


332 TELEMACHUS. BOOK ix. 


Shall I one veſſel of their nation doom, 

* Unpitying, to the deep's deſtructive womb? 

Expect it not of me: Vet this, though ſtorm 
May not their veſſel hurt, will I perform: 

. Their way they ſhall miſtake; an adverſe gale 

From ITHaca's known port ſhall drive their fail, 

* And to another coaſt impel its way, 

Where many a moon detain'd the youth ſhall ſtay, 

Much exercis'd in woe, and ev'ry toil, 
Till ſafely he obtains his native ſoil.” - 

He faid ; when ſomewhat pleas'd, the ruthleſs fair 

Returning in her chariot cuts the air, 

And inſtant on ſoft ParHOs' flow'ry fields, 
Scarce bent beneath her weight, her flight ſhe wheels ; F 

Where, thronging to her car, the buxom band 

Of laughter-loving nymphs, come hand in band. 

Safe welcome her return, and beat the green, 


Borne in light dance to entertain their queen. 


To gratify whoſe wiſh, CERULEus“' care 
Now conjures up a ſhade of empty air; 
A viſionary form, whoſe charms delude 
Not only when the day-tir'd men conclude 
With neceſſary reſt, but when they wake, 


And on each object round, remark can make. 


250 


260 


270 
This 
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This ſhade he conjures up, then bids it fly, 
Hid from the ſight of ev'ry human eye, 
And circled by a train of winged lies— 
He bids—the obedient ſpectre inſtant hies ; 


Tranſpierces the groſs waves, then wings his flight, 


Thro' the thin medium of incumbent night, 

Nor tarries in his ſpeed, till hov'ring o'er 

The veſſel, and in ſight of ARGOs' ſhore, 

He finiſhes his courſe, then prone deſcends, 
And lighting on the deck, his paſſage bends 280 
To ATHAMas along, where heeding then 
His rudder, he fat fix'd with watchful ken: 

Obſervant of the moon, ArcTuRus' ſtar, 

And the wiſh'd iſland from their courſe not far : 

The pilot he draws near, and o'er his head 

A vapour of bewitching influence ſhed. 

That finiſh'd, and Kill circled by his train, 

Down with them ſinking dives beneath the main. 


THAT inſtant the deluded pilot's eye 
Another ſhore beheld, another {ky : 290 
The ſtars themſelves ſeem'd chang'd in their career, 
And by new laws directed through the ſphere. 
The very earth was mov'd ; and to his view, 
Roſe a falſe ITnaca, while fled the true. 
But 


334 TELE MAC Hs. 


But ſtill, as he approach'd this fancied land, 
The further it withdrew its fictious ſtrand. 
Receding, it eluded his charm'd ſight; 

He paus'd, nor could account for ſuch a Aight. 


Sometimes he thought himſelf the port drawn near, 


| Whoſe noiſes more and more aſſail'd his ear, 
And by this circumſtance convinc'd at laſt, 

The ſteerage he reſumes, while ſwift the blaſt 
Directs him, as he fancies, to an iſle 

Not diſtant from the GRECIAN's native ſoil ; 
That, as the ſage had order'd, anchoring there, 
TELEMACHUS? return might not get air, 

Till they had thought what meaſures to purſue, 
And diſappoint the inſidious ſuitor- crew. 


Tus ATHAMAS proceeds z the tugging fail 
From ITHaca far ſent receives the gale, + 
And onward drives the blaſt ; yet drives in vain ; 
Still diſtant ſeems the imaginary plain; 
So diſtant, that at length its hills appear 
Reſembling only clouds that hang the ſphere. 
Once more the pilot doubts, and truly now 
Thinks ſome enchantment has miſled his prow : 
The rudder's care he quits with trembling hands, 


While fear his agitated breaſt unmans ; 


—_ 
_ 
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And ſwiftly to the port heaven's will aſſign'd 


Drives forward, leaving ITHACA behind. | 3 
So well, in fine, proves NEPTUNE's will obey '>d; 

That ſooner than the night's thin hov'ring ſhade 

Is done away complete, the gally rides 


Safe wafted on HesPERIA's foaming tides. 


For riſing from the deep Aurora now, 

Fair daughter of the dawn, with radiant brow, 
Returning day announc'd, when cheer'd anew, 

Thus ATHAMAS: * Yes, yes; tis ſo? *tis true; 
is paſt at length a doubt; (convinc'd he ſpake) 


For ere an hour's ſhort ſpace perhaps be paſs'd, 
PEN ELO PE will you behold at laſt : 
And, if the gods but ſpeed you, happ ly view 
To ITHACA reſtor'd, ULyssEs too. 


PLuUNG'D tho? in ſleep he hears the welcome ſounds, 

At the glad news his filal ſpirit bounds ; 

Upleaping from his couch, he mounts the deck, 

And o'er and o'er cloſe graſps the pilot's neck. 

But, when he view'd the region, gods! impart 

How. eager the ſharp pang that wrung his heart 340 
Heaving a groan that his ſad boſom tore, 

© Where are we now, he cried, * and near what ſhore ;? 


Ho, ITHAcus | he cries; Awake, awake, 330 
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At which the other thus: How! ſee you not 

| 0 Your ITHACA again, your native ſpot ? 
* Ah me!” return'd the youth, Alas! not lo: 
Not ITHAca is this; and ill you know, 
Miſdeeming it ſo much, our rocky ſtrand, 
« So diſtant from your own, your TyRIan land.“ 
No, no, your coaſt,” ſaid he, I know full well; 
« And can with eaſe its rocks and quickſands tell. 1 350 : 
I cannot be deceiv'd: the TVRIAN ſhore 

- © Scarce better I recall, or know it more. 

Look at yon battlement, and dome that ſhrouds 

Her pinnacle from ſight in dewy clouds; 

« Minerva's facred temple likewiſe view, 


And great ULVSSEs“ fortreſs near it too. 


Wirn agony of foul to this the Greek : 


How much you err! for to no end J ſeek 


My ITRHACA's dear region, and in vain | 3 
* To find what you deſcribe my eye-balls ſtrain. 360 1 
I fee indeed a coaſt, yet not like ours ; 
* Begirt with rock on rock reſembling tow'rs. 

- * Why, why 1s this, ye gods? Am I alone q 
Selected from mankind till death to groan ?? b 


| WIL E thus, the afflicted youth in anguiſh ſpoke, 
1 The charm was done away, the magic broke; 


The 


_. 
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The pilot looks again, and now beholds 


Where domes he ſaw and temples, only ſhoals. 
I own, yes quite ſurpris'd I own, ' he cries, 


Some god had ſpread a miſt before my eyes ; 


For, truſt me, I beheld juſt now your land, 
And oreat ULysSEs' fort that awes the ſtrand. 


But as a dream fallacious now *tis fled, 
And I behold another realm inſtead ; 
Whoſe walls unlike to ITnaca's appear: 


a 


Undoubtedly we touch SALENTUM here, 


Where, with his gods and people, forc'd from CRETE, 


* IroMENEUs has fix'd his ſecond ſeat: 


For riſing tow'rs I view, and ſee beſide 


A harbour not yet wholly fortify'd.* 


Tavs ATHAMAs addreſs'd ; then paus'd awhile, 
The various ſight to mark, the ceaſeleſs toil, 
The city's gradual growth, and echoing calls 
Of workmen that advanc'd the riſing walls. 


TELEMACHUs not ſo: Apart he ſtands, 


Smites on his lab'ring breaſt, and wrings his hands; 


While, at CERULEus' will, blown ſtraight to ſhore, 


Libations from large urns the ſeamen pour. 


TELEMACHus' afflition mov'd the ſage ; 
Not unappris'd the while of Venus” rage; 
X x 
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But while he pity'd thus, he ſmil'd to find 
How Nryru x had deceiv'd the pilot's mind. 
And in his pupil's heart to ſtay the pang, 
With ſofteſt tone and accent thus began : | 


* Tn1s ſhow of ſorrow ceaſe; for happy they 
Whom JUPITER conducts in danger's way : 
Your ſolace be this thought—tho? now, dear ſon, 
In thorny trouble's path your footſteps run ; 
Aſſur'd that in the end ſo rough a road 
Will lead you to fair fame's divine abode. 
On HEercuLEs reflect, and call to mind 
The labours heaven has doom'd your fire to find : 
Who knows not how to ſuffer as he ought, 
When with its darkeſt frown Jove's brow is fraught, 
Is but in form a man ; while heaven looks down 
On the brave man alone, his might to crown. 
Think then on this, and that brave man be you, 
Whom ſorrow may depreſs, yet not ſubdue. 
For me, nor NEPTUNE's rage I fear, my ſon, 
* So much as of life's ills I fear'd that one 


Caryeso might have caus'd, whoſe love, combin'd 
With her inſidious train's, beſieg'd your mind. 
But wherefore thus ſtop here? Aſcend we then ; 


In this is fortune kind ; for know theſe men 


e en—_ _——— 7 ———_—_——o————C———___S_T_R____—w_——_— SS Shit 


BOOK IX. TELEMACHUS.. 


Are ev'ry one our friends, nor friends alone, 


But GRECIANsS, and whoſe king, ſince lately thrown 


An exile on this coaſt, with pity's eye, 

For his own ſake, will view us drawing nigh.* 
He ſaid, and with the youth walks on to gain 
The city, while encreas'd the gazing train. 

The city they approach, whoſe wond'rous view 
Aſtoniſhes, confounds, and charms them too; 
Such induſtry prevails, and plain to fight | 

Of battlements ſhoots up the encreaſing height. 


Taxvs, when the year's firſt ſpring its mantle throws 


O'er the wide world, ſo gathers ſtrength, ſo blows 
With life's returning warmth, and day begun, 
Some dew beſprinkled plant beneath the ſun. 
Sent up from the ſuſtaining root below, 
Through ev'ry ſtem alike the juices flow: 

Its foliage firſt diſplays the tender green, 

And the fair flower ſoon afterwards 1s ſeen : 

So flouriſh'd, and ſo throve the ſumptuous pile 
Then building on the coaſt, a work of toil. - 
Surpris'd the ſeaman in his bark fails by, 

Or viewing it far off, or ſteering nigh, 

And by loud echoes, borne the region round, 


Hears the mix'd cries of lab'ring workmen ſound. 
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IvoMENEUS himſelf, ſtill nigh at hand, 

Stirs up to greater induſtry the band : 440 
All teſtify, well-pleas'd, his gen'rous@are, 
The common toil aſſign'd, content to ſhare : 

The maſſy work proceeds from day to day, 

No indolence prevails, no pauſe, no ſtay, 


With the firſt glimpſe of morning's dawn begun, 


Begins it, nor concludes till day is done. 


Ver paſs'd not from the ſhore their ſteps unmark'd : 
The crew, with their illuſtrious gueſts, debark'd, 
To ev'ry one they meet their names declare— 


Which was the ſage, and which ULyssEs? kar. 450 


To publiſh their approach, thoſe run before 


Who with ULyssEs: fought on PRHRYOGIA“'s ſhore. 


Surpris'd the monarch hears ; then thus begun : 
What was it, friends, you ſaid ? Urysses? ſon? 


© ULyssEs, my dear friend! with utmoſt ſpeed 


And honour to the ſpot his footſteps lead; 

* For all will I perform, the ſon to ſhow 

« His father how I lov'd with friendſhip's glow.” 

He ſaid ; but had not ceas'd, when lo! the train 

Conductors of their gueſts the city gain, 460 
And pouring through its gates, before their king 


The youth and form conceal'd, with plaudits bring. 


When, 
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When, dropping on his knee, the firſt began 
To ſupplicate the hoſpitable man. 
The hoſpitable man with pity yearn'd, 
Deign'd graciouſly a ſmile, and thus return'd 


Wir honour and reſpe& to him ſo due 
« Whoſe origin you boaſt and likeneſs too, 
* THOMENEUS draw near; and you around, 


Once partners of the war on PRRVYGIAN ground, 


With IrHAcus the brave, behold renew?d 


Thoſe features that at Troy well pleas'd you view'd. 
His likeneſs did I ſay, and that alone ? 

Not ſo; 'tis he himſelf, that face his own: 

Thoſe features too are his : that eye behold, 


* 


Vivaciouſly ſerene, yet firm and bold : 
That language, ruſhing forth profuſely fraught 


* 


With ſtrong purſuaſion's powers, by art untaught. 


Yes, yes, you are his ſon ; but then, my breaſt 


Claims part of what ſo dear a friend poſſeſs'd; 


And therefore you are mine. Oh ! ſay, what hand, 
Adverſe or kind, has brought you to this ſtrand ? 
Or have you willingly thus plough'd the ſea, 

Your long loſt father's fate to learn of me? 

No tidings of the heroe can I give: 

Proof of heaven's wrath myſelf and he both live. 
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His land he cannot find ; while I, indeed, 

* Gain'd mine that I might ſee my offspring bleed.“ 
He ſpoke ; but with large tears his accents mix'd, 
And on the ſage his ſtedfaſt proſpe& fix'd ; 490 
Whoſe face, not formerly unknown, he thought, 
But to recal his name in vain he ſought : 

So long an interval had paſs'd between 


That moment and the time when firſt *twas ſeen. 


Wirn ſympathiſing tears, ULvssks' ſon 
IDOMENEUS addreſs'd, and thus begun: 


GREAT monarch, to my grief my tears allow 


„A momentary ſpace, and oh! if now, 


While gratitude alone for all you deign 
Of tenderneſs and love ſhould be my ſtrain, „„ 
Tears gather in theſe eyes, let not that flame 
Vou witneſs for the fire his offspring blame. 

But news then of his fortune you have none? 

o find him through earth's climes my courſe I run. 


The inexorable gods, ſo hard my doom 
* Decree me not to know if yet the tomb 
His wearied bones conceals, nor yet regain 
Long travell'd though I am, my native plain. 
At CvrRus I took ſhip, and wafted o'er, 
With my great partner gain'd the CkETAN ſhore, 510 
8 Where 
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* 


Where ſeated on his throne, with glory crown'd 
Great IDoMen I thought I ſhould have found; 
But of ſuch wiſh'd-for interview inſtead, 


Great IDomenN 1 learn'd from CRETE was fled : 
With that I ſail'd again: but little then, 


So ignorant, alas, are mortal men, 


* HesPERIA thought to view, where yet with joy 


Theſe walls IJ view your people's hands employ, 
a Since ſurely they proclaim heaven's angry powers 


Wrought on at length to grant you happier hours. 


Co 


For me, I wander ſtill: but hence this ſtrain ; 


* 


For would not ſorrow now be weak and vain? 


Of my whole life's paſt woes, tis this I own, 


Contented I ſhould bear, nor vent a groan ; 


For fortune, though till now her ruthleſs hand 


Has my toſt veſſel urg'd from land to land, 


Throws me upon a coaſt at leaſt to day, 


Where my great father's friend and mine bears ſway 


Hz ceas'd : the admiring king, with ardent claſps 

Of friendſhip, the lov'd youth affected graſps. 

Then leads him to the ſpot, where tow'ring high 
His palace's bright ſummits prop the ſky, 

And ent'ring, to his gueſt, the king went on: 

* This venerable man you bring along, 
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* Whence is he, my lov'd ſon; for ſpeaking now 
I mark'd, as you might ſee, his reverend brow ; 
* Certain of having ſeen that face before, 

At CRETE, or when I trod ſome other ſhore.” 


* THAT ſenior,” to the king his gueſt replied—. 
«© Cloſe to my heart by tendereſt bands allied, 540 
My wretched fire was wont to call his friend, 
* Whoſe ſervices ſince that his ſon attend. 
When firſt of all his courſe ULYSSES bore, 
* Leagu'd in the cauſe of GREECE to PurYGIA's ſhore, 


To this tried man my infancy he gave, 

And his great friendſhip truſting cut the wave. 

That friendſhip, how religiouſly, how well, ; 
How truly he has ſhewn, let MENTOR tell, 

For MENTOR is his name; which oft at TROY 


* 


I doubt not but my fire has nam'd with joy. 


Tuus ſatisfied ; and yet the word ſcarce o'er, 


IroMENEvus advanc'd the ſage before; 


And like a friend, embracing, thus began: 
In happier times we met, thrice reverend man, 
Than is the ſeaſon heav'n now wills my lot: 


Have you, my great, good, gen'rous friend, forgot 


— 


When diſembarking formerly at CRETE, 
Where happy I then fill'd my native ſeat, 
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A 


With ſagely urg'd advice, a friend you came, 
Anxious from ruin's brink to ſave my fame | 
But blind as I was then, I could not ſee 
The friend in the diſguiſe of one ſo free. 

In veng'ance of which wilfully blind ſtate, 


Since have the gods purſu'd me with their hate: 


"4 


.C 


* * * 3 


And now what I diſdain'd to value then, 


O wiſeſt of the race of mortal men, 
I cannot but hold dear, by wiſdom taught, 

Such as my ſuff rings at large price have bought. 
But on that theme ungrateful now no more 


— 


Be welcome to SALENTUM's friendly ſhore 
Yet ſay, why at an age when bodies bow 


With weakneſs, and deep wrinkles fret the brow, 


4 . . 
1 view, as I do now, your face and frame 


Lag 


* 


** 


As formerly at Cx RTE, ſtill here the ſame. 
In nothing are you chang'd, except alone 


That with white hoar your head is ſomewhat ſown.” 


To whom the ſenior thus: O king, renown'd, 
Believe me could I truth with flatt'ry wound, 
Myſelf too, with like courteſy, would ſay, 
That you were no leſs free from time's decay. 
But be aſſured, nor while plain truth you hear, 
Let ſuch plain truth be fancied too ſevere, 

TY 
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That I would rather riſque your anger's weight, 


Than with mean adulation cringe to ſtate. 


es, YES, 8s I muſt own, diſtreſs and care 

Have chang'd you from what once in CRETE you were, 
* Affliction, that brings down the brave and ſtrong, 

* Cloſe following, have your footſteps urg'd full long; 
But of true wiſdom, you have gain'd a ſtore, 

* Preſs'd down into your cup till it run o'er. | $90 
* Confiding then on heaven, let none complain 

Of exerciſe in ills, of grief and pain, 

With wrinkles o'er the brow untimely ſpread, 

Who, in grief's profitable volume read, 

Feels, while his fate's worſt frown he undergoes, 

Heaven his whole ſoul ſuſtain beneath its woes. 

For time's effect thus much: but know beſide, 

That monarchs, plac'd aloft their hoſts to guide, 

« Paſs forward to decay with greater ſpeed 

Than thoſe in life's low vale, and whom they lead. 609 
War weighs their ſpirits down ere length of years, 
And when no more they ſhake their threat'ning ſpears, 
Buy ſenſual joys indulg'd, which they who reign 

Find greater means than other men to gain, 

Rais'd as they are aloft, high place and ſtate, 

Tend often to abridge their mortal date. 


A life to theſe unknown, preſerves the ſame 
From manhood to old age our ſtrength of frame; 
+ Which 
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« Which, otherwiſe a gueſt, whoſe loſs, blind man 


0 Deplores not, till that frame diſeaſes pang, 


Stands watchful to abridge its envious ſtay, 


And mounted on time's wing paſs ſwift away.” 


Tursz | words, by MENTOR urg'd with heay nly {kill, 


Heard ID OMEN, and would have heard them till ; 


But that, while giving ear, the ſacred train 


Were waiting his approach beſide the fane. 


His way, the Power conceal'd and youth purſue, 


Surrounded by a throng that preſs to view: 


The merit of theſe two, how much,” they cry, 


Converſing each with each as they paſs by, 


* Lg * * * K * * A a 


In ev'ry thing unlike! The one you ſee, 
Has ſomewhat in his mien, great, fair, and free, 


And over his whole frame ſpring up thoſe charms, 


Inviting the ſoft claſp of woman's arms ; 

Yet ſuch, as with true modeſty impart 

A grandeur that alike moves every heart. 

Different from him, indeed, appears the friend, 

But at a time of life, when years oft bend 

Men's bodies to the grave, his ſtrength and fire 

In hoary age preſerv'd ſtill ſeem intire. 

Who knows not, knowing aught of ancient times, 

That gods have often left OLymevs' climes? 
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« Why might not then thoſe gods, to hide from view 
Their origin, yet not degrade it too, 
With features unſublime, even now appear, 


Like the two voyagers among us here?” 


Tus argu'd the charm'd SALENTINIAN throng ; 
While Ivomen fill urg'd his way along. 

And now appears the dome, whoſe doors flung wide, 
Thro' their large folds admit the thronging tide. Fo 

Their trampling feet diſturb the dread ſerene, 

The holy gloom profound, and awful ſcene; 

While complicated murmurs, rolling round 


On every ſide, ſend up a ſolemn ſound. 


TELEMACHUS beholds with wondering ſight, 
The ſplendid ſtructure's frame and towering height. 
The embelliſhed maſs preſents to every wind, 
Quadrangularly form'd, a face aſſign'd, 
Whoſe beautiful relief ſome tale diſplays, 
That IpouEN concern'd, or ſpoke his praiſe. 650 


FIRST chang'd into a bull, whoſe ſullen mein 
Love ſoften'd, was the TyuUnDERER northward ſeen 
Croſſing the main towards CRETE ; the trembling maid 
Sate ſeated on his back, the deep ſurvey'd, 


A frightful 
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A frightful view below! Vain fear; the deep, 
Confeſſing ſuch a god, was huſh'd in ſleep. 
Its waters a ſmooth lake EUROPA ſhow, 


Whoſe charms, as ſhe moves forward, pant below. 


Clung to EvroeA's boſom, whence he ſprung. 
By mimic fancy plann'd, the gracious child, 
On all that waited near, divinely ſmil'd. 
Extatic, the bleſs'd dame her charge attends, 


And the immortal tranſport never ends. 


Tux, riſing on the ſouth, ſhone fair to view 
A city, that for CRETE the Grecian knew; 
Towns, palaces, and men, o'er whom, he ſaw, 
'The infant of ripe age ordaining law. 
Reſpected by each region round he reigns; _ 
And bleſſes, with kind hand, his CRETAN plains. 


LasT, eaſtward of the dome, in order grac'd, 


He look'd, and his great fire diſcover'd here, 
Who while brave Diomep directs his ſpear 


And from the camp his cautious paſſage winds ; 


NexT pointing to the morn, Jove's blooming ſon 


The atchievements of the GR PEEK Ss at Troy were plac'd, 


The TyHRACIAN king to pierce, his ſteeds unbinds, 
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Here to AcuiLLEs? arms he pleads his claim, 

Eclipling TRLEMONIAN A Ax' fame; 

And laſtly, while TRO 's hoſt in ſleep repair 

The labours of paſt fight, the heroe there, 680 
Down ſliding from the ſtately horſe's frame | 
With others to involve the place in flame, 

In panoply of proof, reflects a light 

Increaſing the brown horrors of the night. 


TELEMACHUS at this could not refrain, 


But thus addreſs'd the ſage with flutt'ring ſtrain— 


Alas, my friend,” ſaid he, but ſaid no more, 


For tears roll down his checks, a copious ſtore. 
The tears that dimm'd his eyes, though half ſuppreſs'd, 
IpouENEus beheld, and thus addreſs'd— 690 


Check not this virtuous grief, nor bluſh to ſhow 


* How copious for a fire thoſe tears can flow.“ 


AND now the ſacred fires begin to burn; 


When IpouN receives the holy urn; 


And awful all around, with ſprinkling hand 


Diſtributes richeſt ſweets among the band. 


Their conſecrated glaves the prieſts prepare, 


And a whole herd their ſpirit yield in air; 


While 


BOOK IX. TEL EMACHVUS. 


While mindful of his time the proftrate king 


His ſupplications makes, which thus begin : 


* 


* 


« 


DRA D ruler of the world, ador'd and juſt, 
Whoſe diſapproof confounds all human truſt, 

This ſacrifice accept; and now, if e'er 
IpouENEUSs might claim thy guardian care, 

Left as we are at length without one friend, 

The invading war to cruſh thy hand extend, 

For though all hope have left us, thou, we know, 
Canſt, by thy might, ward off the menac'd woc.“ 


IDoMENEvVS thus pray d: Heav'ns awful lord, 


Compaſſionate gives ear, and deigns accord; 


For inſtant as THEO THAN Es the juſt, 


Whoſe virtue had long fill'd his ſacred truſt, 


Was on the Tx1ros got, while ſtanding near 


A troop of beauteous virgins girt the ſeer, 


With ringlets left in air to float unbound, 


And amaranthine ſweets their temples round, 
And while of Jue1TER the praiſe they ſung, 
Thus, turning the warm entrails, he begun : 


* WraT miracles are theſe! what awful ſigns ! 
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* Say, what may mean, great gods, your mighty minds! 720 
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Wrought powerful in his agitated ſoul. | 739 
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Fheſe unexpected gueſts ! theſe far fam'd Two! 
Are they of heaven or earth? what? whence? or who? 
6 SALENTUM, but for them, would ſee her wall 


Uprooted by fierce foes. in ruin fall. 


A 


* Yes, yes; for ſo Fate wills, and the decree 
Of 1 is fix'd in what I ſee: 


* 


A warrior, whoſe young arm he renders ſtrong : 
Whole footſteps through the world are led along,'— 


By whom, he would have ſaid; but heaven's controul 


* 


He ſtopp'd, and from his eye a darting flame 

Too vivid to be borne, impetuous came. 

Life's blood that ſeem'd to ſtop, his heart forſook, 
With agony poſſeſs'd, the prophet ſhook: 

Through the whole throng prevail'd a dreadful awe; 
Shot upward on his head, the hair they ſaw ; 

And, while he view'd heaven's ſacred arch above, 
Mark'd too his quivering lips that gaping ſtrove 

To utter the big word, but gave alone 

A ſound that what it meant could not make known. 740 


Ar length, long ſtruggling, as he ſtood, to break 
The magic, and what then inſpir'd him ſpeak, 


Once more. his ſtrain found vent, which thus began : 


Oh IdpomeN! thrice great, thrice happy man! 
« What 


FOOK IX. TELEMACHUS. 


What ſees not thy ſtruck prieſt! What waſteful woes 


« Averted, and what future friends now foes ! 


What peace SaLENTUM's infant ſtate within! 


But diſtant from our gates, what warring din! 


O Irnacus, whoſe fame ſhall paſs thy ſire's, 


Laid proſtrate at thy feet the foe expires! 


While ERE Bus, which none that live can ſec, 

* Throws back its everlaſting folds to thee! 

O thou I view reveal'd, triumphant Mato, 

© Whoſe wide extended arm with ſacred aid — 

0 highly favour'd youth !—O truly bleſt, 

© Thoſe eyes of thine, —ſhall ſee, —ſhall ſee confeſt'— 
But here the prieſt ſtopp'd ſhort: Again, heaven awes 
His ſpirit, and effects a dreadful pauſe. 


IromMENEvs obſerves; but ſhook with fear, 

| Dares not to. further ſpeech excite the ſeer: 

No leſs affected ſtood ULvsszs' ſon ; | 

Awe fill'd his ſoul, and filence bound his tongue. 
Through the whole dome, of All aſſembled there, 
None, ſaving MenTos, the dread ſcene could bear, 
Who thus addreſs'd the king: Whene'er ; for ſo 
Heaven has declar'd its will, you meet the foe, 
Sure conqueſt ſhall attend, that conqueſt too 


Of Irnacus, your friend's great ſon, the due. 
7 2 
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354 TELEMACHUS. 


* Accept him at heav'n's hand, as meant you, then, 


© Nor, though you rank the firſt of warlike men, 


Be envious, but approve what hcav'n intends, 


* And bleſs him for the gift his bounty ſends.” 


Fur hidden goddeſs thus: SaLExTUM's king 
The ſtrain he cannot ſpeak, would fain begin: 
Deep filence therefore reign'd, till thus begun, 
Viewing the ſage, at length ULyssEs' ſon: 

* Such fame affects me not ; but what, my friend, 
* What may thoſe final words I heard portend ? 
Thoſe eyes ſball ſee con ft, —and then no more, 
My father to my arms will heav'n reſtore? | 
Did he mean ſuch a bliſs? O cruel ſeer, 
That with half prophecies torment'ſt my ear |! 


BOOK IX. 


170 


700 


O heavens! but one word more! but one, and then 


* Nought had been left to make me bleſt of men. | 


Wrnom MENToR thus reprov'd : © Adore that will, 


That ord'ring all events, does. nothing ill. 


Aſſur'd, as thou mayſt be, that heav'n's great king, 


* Whoſe bounty when he gives, gives ev'ry thing, 
And wiſdom the reverſe when he denies, 
In all ſhould be ador'd, as good and wiſe. 

* When human lots depend on human cares, 


Then fully, his high mind the god declares : 


9” 
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But makes not known the fates, when man in vain 
Would labour to controul what they ordain.' 


Tnus PALLAs: the young man at length allays 
The impetuous warmth he felt, but ſcarce obeys, 
When, by degrees, recovering from ſurprize, 
IpoukNEVs to heaven uprais'd his eyes, 

To heav'n, whoſe gracious will, and high beheſt 
SALENTUM With ſuch viſitors had bleſt ; 

And now, the fires extinct, he bids in haſte 

For his great gueſts the plenteous board be plac'd. 
They fit, and at their caſe partake the feaſt, . 
Till thirſt and hunger's rage within them ceas'd: 
This, IdoMEN obſerv'd; and thus began, 
Addreſſing both the youth and godlike man. 


Safe ſent me back to CRETE my native reign, 
How little I had learn'd the way to rule, 
Much though then exercis'd in ſorrow's ſchool : 
Nor the unhappy fortune need I tel], 
That, when I landed there, my ſon befel. 
With curſes on my head, from CR EITE expell'd, 
Unknowing where to go, my courſe I held; 
Like guiltineſs itſelf, like one, whom fate 


Purſues with every god and mortal's hate. 


22 From 


WIInà grief, muſt I confeſs, when PRYCIA's plain 
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From ſcenes of former grief that gave me pain, 
To turn away my mind, I ſtrove in vain ; 
a Though, when paſt times I could not but recall, 
More ſhameful ſuch remembrance made my fall: 820 
Glad, from men's eyes, to hide my growing ſhame, 
ere to this diſtant ſpot at length I came, 
* Attended by the partners of my flight, 
Some ſharers in my woes and fam'd for fight, 
* The reſidue my friends, who left their home, 
« Pleas'd, like true ſubjects, with their king to roam. 


« Here fix'd then, to myſelf, full oft I cried,” 

1 What ſhades, will my diſgrace in future hide? 

„The horrors I endure, let kings diſcern 

Improving at my coſt, while they may learn. 0 
And, with an awe-ſtruck eye, beholding me, 

Let no one think his ſtate from ſuff' rings free. 

5 P yrants, would ye adopt the wholeſome fear 

„Of monarchs making men, my ſtory hear: 

% The boſom of my foes I filld with dread ; 

„ Appall'd at my approach, they ſaw, they fled ; 

„Exalted high in fame, I rul'd with hand, 

On every fide renown'd, a warlike band 

„That gave me of their wealth, that own'd beſide 

„The monarch they poſleſs'd to Jove allied, 640 


„ Obeying 


BOOK IX. TELEMACHUS. 357 


„ Obeying me, as fark, and boaſting too 

« That from great Minos? loins my breath I drew : 
«© From MINOS, the renown'd, whoſe godlike mind 
«© Had prov'd him the firm friend of human kind. 
« Thus all things I poſſeſs'd: what wanted then, 


„% To make me the moſt bleſs'd of mortal men, 


4 


That ſole reſolve exempt to me unknown, 

6 Of filling, with juſt ſway, my far fam'd throne. 

« But wherefore thus lament that my own hand 

Has ever loſt me thus my native land? 850 
46 T was pride, the vice of kings, and pride alone, 

„ That tore me from my people, and my throne, 

„ Pride, pride has been my foe : yea, pride, whoſe breath 
By flattery's ſpirit rais*d ſhall urge to death 

« All potentates that love the flatterer's tongue, 


* And cheriſh ſuch a vice as I have done.” 


Tus ponder'd I oppreſs'd, condemn'd by day 
* An aſpect to aſſume ſerene and gay 
* Such as might cheer my friends, when thus 1 ſaid, 
Though to all hope, my ſelf the while was dead :* 860 
Here fix we our abode; here deem we, falls | 
* Our favourable lot; here build new walls: 
Great ſolace, that ſo long o'er ocean toſt, 
* Shall every thing repay already loſt, 
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a Conſoling my ſad friends, to yield them eaſe, 
What would my mind have ſeem'd, had any ſought 


4 


 PrHaLanTvs' outcaſt few! himſelf of name 


Turn'd reſtleſs from the fun, and curs'd its light, 


To ſtimulate the work, and cheer our hoſt, 


Not ſure in all alike appears this coaſt, 


Lately unknown, but lifted now in fame, 
With many a dwelling north, the region fill, 
Nor 1s their new TARENTUM finiſh'd ſtill. EI 870 
Then, covering a vaſt tract, not far from thence, 
Great PuiLocTETEs? bands, with toil immenſe, 
Build in a deſert wild PeTit1a's towers, 
Invoking, with large vows, the auſpicious pow'rs. 


And, for our greater ſolace, nearer ſtill 


Fam'd MEeTaronTvus ſtands, where ſprings yon hill. 
If theſe, their Fate has urg'd; and they in ſpite 

Of every ruſhing ill, with dauntleſs might 

All obſtacles o*'ercome, what may not we ?— 

Scarce bitterer than their fortune ours can be.” 880 


« WriLE anxiouſly I ftrove, with words like theſe, 
Within it to pervade each fold of thought ! 
From morning's dawn till eve, my aching fight 


Anxious for day's decline, that all night long 
I might avoid my court's obſerving throng. 
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Hence then, as you remark'd, dear MENTOR, came 


The reaſon that thus chang'd appears my frame. 


Bor henceforth to each wind I give my care, 


Since, hither ſent by Jove, my friends repair, 
Whoſe boſoms to. relieve th* oppreſs'd, I know, 


With emulation's flame already glow. 


* 


This laſt retreat of mine, this little ſtate, 


By enemies hemm'd in at every gate, 


On utter ruin's verge now trembling ſtands, 


And knows no aid but from your ſaving hands : 


Here tarrying then awhile, hat aid extend; 


And when heav'n gives your might the war to end, 


My fleet ſhall bear you home, and every ſhore 
ULyssts? fate to learn till then explore; 


* And know that as of late, no more, dear friends, 


The hope of your return on chance depends ; 


For veſſels have I ſtore within my bays ; 


Veſſels to which even NeeTUNE deference pays, 
Since faſhion'd of the wood that early grew 

On Ipa, where great Jove his breath firſt drew: 
Of timber ſo divine conſtructed then, 
Not all the pow'rs of heav'n combin'd with men, 
Your future courſe ſhall ſtay, or turn aſide 

Its progreſs, though fierce ſtorms work up the tide. 


* 
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Tus ſure then to re-ſtem your liquid way, 
Nor, if heaven ſpeed us, long even here your ſtay, 
The Tyra bark ſend back that brought you here, 
And let your conduct prove you hold me dear. 
For you, of that great chief I lov'd the ſon, 

* This deed I ſo much urge, as kindly done, 
* Or churliſhly denied, ſhall fix your fame, 
Or ſhew you but ULysses* heir in name.” | 920 
He ſpoke ; and giving ear, with ardour burn'd 
e for ſpeech, who thus retum d: 


Bx all as you: - have ſaid. Haſte, haſte, my friend, 
* And let us to the foe our progreſs bend, 
« Together let us ruſh, and quell their powers ; 
* Your enemies, great king, are henceforth ours. 
If lately, when we trod SICILIA'S ſhore, 
Arms, to aſſiſt a TRO JAN's cauſe, we bore, 
Shall we in friendſhip's office now recede, 

And in his ſuit a GRECIAN prince not ſpeed ? 930 
« Forbid it all ye gods! The ſacred word, 
The OracLE divine ſo lately heard, 

* Bids this great enterprize be undeferr'd.” 


END OF BOOK IX. 
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BOOK X. 


— — 


ARGUMENT. 


The Narration of IpoMENEvus continued, and comprehending his 
Diſpute with the MANDURI ANS, aſſiſted by the Forces of 
NesToOR, PHILOCTETES, PHALANTUS, and other GRECIAN 
Colonies then ſettled on the Coaſt of HESPERIA ; the Approach of 
the allied Army to SALENTUM, and the Interview of MENTOR 
with its e. 


Fad ſpake TELEMACHvUs, and ſpeaking how d 
A breaſt that of delay impatient glow'd 
An ardour for the war; when thus addreſs'd 


Mix kRVA, with calm ſpecch and placid breaſt. 


1 * TRANSPORTED 


«© TraxsPorTED I behold the kindling flame 
Of glory, my lov'd fon, that fires your frame; 
But every thing well weigh; and call to mind 
* ULyssEs, when at 'Troy the heroe ſhin'd, 

* Enquiring if his praiſe was ſtrength alone, 

* Or courage that exults in hoſts o'erthrown ? 

No; but a gentle mind, whoſe better care 

sought not to maſſacre mankind but ſpare. 
How different, therefore, ſhone this heroe's boaſt 

"0 Weigh'd with all other chiefs throughout the hoſt ; 
« Exempted not even he from PELEvus ſprung : 
Hence, then, how different too their fates, dear ſon ! 
; Though goddeſs born this laſt, and proof all o'er, 
When his VouLcanian panoply he wore, 

He triumph'd not at Troy, before whoſe wall 
Great HecToR's greater conqueror met his fall; 
Aſſailing whom behind, a recreant ſlave, 


The heroe, his death's wound inglorious gave. 


Bur ITHacus, dear youth, thy godlike fire, 
© Whoſe prudence always fann'd his warlike fire, 
Now teaching it to glow, and now ſubſide, To 
Where dangers ſhould be ſhunn'd and where defy*d, 
© Laid PaRyYGIA in the duſt, and rais*d his ſteel 
With prudent and (fince prudent) proſperous zeal ; 


BOOK X. 


10 


20 
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For after ten year's ſiege, her ſplendid towers, 
That ſtood and laugh'd to ſcorn all AxGos' powers, 
Raz'd by the act of his advice alone, 

Lay ſmoaking in the duſt, a pile o'erthrown. 

As much as PaLLas* might excels in fame 


Mars, though in battle found a dreadful name, 


So equally, that chief, whoſe cautious breaſt 


| Determines ere he acts on what ſeems beſt, 


Nor aught reſolves till then, exceeds in praiſe 
All others whom raſh courage only ſways. 

By my advice, dread fire, begin we then, | 
Not acting like theſe laſt, theſe headſtrong men. 


Scarce with their might heaven-gifted, but oft curs'd, 


Begin we, I repeat, by ſecking firſt 
The expedience of this war; how ſtrong the foe; 


Proceeding from what cauſe your quarrels flow ; 


And, though not leaſt yet laſt, what certain force 


For preſent need you have, and what reſource ; 


All this at prudence? call; for think not, king, 
That from a heart of fear my counſels ſpring. 
No riſques, however dangerous, will I ſhun ; 


No act requir'd by friendſhip leave undone ; 
But hat muſt I decline, though great my love, 


Forbid me by the god all kings above.” 
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VUntroubled could they *ſcape my people's wrong, 


When anxious to explore the country round, 


Supplied, indeed, with arms, but yet of mind 


* * 1 
& 


. TELEMACHUS. 


Tavs MEnTor ſpoke and ceas'd; when thus began 
Submiſſive in reply, the kingly man: 
This day muſt I my faults, my weakneſs own, 
As weakneſs and as faults till now ſcarce known. 
Learn then what you require, a brief told tale, 


* Which, while you hear, weigh all in candour's ſcale, 


Wur our long ſea-toſt barks firſt gain'd this coaſt, 
0 The inhabitants we found a ſavage hoſt, 


That ſhifted their abode from place to place, 
5 Subſiſting on wild fruit or beaſts of chace ; 
« MANDURIANS they were call'd, an untaught crew, 
That neither law, nor arts, nor manners knew. 

* When firſt they ſaw our ſhips, ſurpriz'd they fled, 
« Retiring where the hills advance their head: 

* But there, and with deep ſhame I ſpeak, not long 


Whoſe reſtleſsneſs was ſuch, that know, my friend, 


* Scarce twenty times the day could PyotBvus end, 
And in their ſearch ſecure what prey they found, 
As ſome of ours theſe hills were ranging through, 


« Of thoſe there keeping hid, they met no few, 


As their demeanour prov'd, to peace inclin'd. 
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« For thus, addreſs'd their chief, confirm'd and bold, 


Vet gentle while his country's griefs he told :* 


„Declare if for one purpoſe, ſaving war, 
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Ye come to ſeek out thoſe who fight abhor ? 

Why meet we in this place? Theſe mountains ſure, 
Untroubled we may tread, and breathe ſecure : 
Spontaneouſly we left the fertile ſhore, 

That with two yearly crops is cover'd o'er, 

And in exchange, you know, defir'd alone 


Theſe rugged uncouth hills to call our own. 


Here ſurely we may live unhurt and free, 


Your enemies at leaſt not forc'd to be, 
When we have friendly hearts, not leſs inclin'd 
To you, than all the reſt of human kind? 


Les, friendly hearts we ſay ; for think, what now 


Goes forward, and that name our lips allow ; 
Diſtant we find you from your friends below, 
And for reſiſtance far too weak a foe.— 

Thus are we circumſtanc'd: What keeps us then, 
From taking the revenge of injur'd men 
Compell'd to leave their lands, and on the ſpot 
Inflicting what you fear may prove your lot ?— 
But lay aſide your dread, depart and know 

To mercy in our breaſt your lives you owe : | 
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„That ſavage and untaught yourſelves ſuppoſe.” 


Of rugged, nay, brute manners thought till then. 


„% Yes, mercy in our breaſt, the breaſt of thoſe 


* Tavs counſell'd, ours came back, in haſte to tell 
« Their fellows what had then their ſteps befel. 
They knew not what to think, but with deep ſhame 
And envy were beſet to ſee their fame 


For courteſy, ſo much eclips'd by men 


« What follow'd in my hoſt, this godlike ſhow ? 
Did they themſelves relent? Ah friend! not ſo: 110 
* They could not bear the thought that check'd their pride ; 
But taking a ſtrong band with arms ſupplied, 

Set out to gain the upland coaſt, and there 

* Puniſh with death thoſe lately taught to ſpare. 


* Alarm'd at their approach, the watchful foe, 

* Down ruſhing on the plain outſtretch'd below, 

, Encounter'd them half way, till forc'd at length, 
* And vanquiſh'd by the adverſe party's ſtrength, 

* Taking (what could they elſe), to ſudden flight, 
* 'They ſcal'd their craggy mountains? ſhelving height; 120 
* Impracticably ſteep to all beſide, 
And ſhelter'd from purſuit, found means to hide. 


«© SoME interval had paſs'd; and they the while 


To open war averle, as well as guile; 


6 When 


BOOK X. TELEMACHUS:; 367 


When by the reſt diſpatch'd, their wrongs to bear 
In public to my ear, a reverend pair 

« Arriving at our tents beſide the ſhore, 

Came down, and in their hand ſuch preſents bore 
As offer'd with good will, they thought might ſhow 


| They wiſh'd not, if unforc'd, to prove my foe. 130 


© Thoſe, ſuch as their high hills* bleak ſoil ſupplied, 
Dried fruit, and many a panther's ſpotted hide, 
Down threw they at my feet; and each his head 
Low bowing, thus for both the elder faid :? 


„ GREAT monarch, to theſe tents of thine, behold. 
« We venture to approach, as fits us bold _ 
„A people's wrongs to ſpeak; and come befide 
« Both with a ſpear and olive-branch ſupplied : 


o 


Chuſe, therefore, and decide *tween peace and war, 

«© *Tween what good rulers cheriſh and abhor. 140 
But for our parts, hear what we urge, and know 

„We with not to become SALENTUM'S foe. 

„ Our peaceful wiſh to prove, did we reſign 

This region, where twice yearly bears the vine, 


«c 


Content with rugged hills, where deepeſt ſnow 


40 


Covers the ground, and ſcarcely aught will grow: 


For grateful though the vine, more grateful ſtill 
Peace, and thoſe joys that peaceful boſoms fill. 


„ FEROCIOUS. 
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[0 „ FxRoc tous though we ſeem ; yet know, we ſcorn 
| i - © Thoſe victors, who, to ſcourge men's vices born, 1 50 
il Spread deſolation round in fighting fields, 
5 such glory to obtain as warfare yields. 
4 We envy not thy wiſh, if thou, O king, 
1.9 15 Fieel'ſt any of ſuch kind within thee ſpring: 
| „ Shock'd at the bare idea, we muſt mourn 
| 1 0 That to ſuch dire extreme thou canſt be borne ; 
1.4 i And only beg of heaven to keep us free 
1 From crimes, which may look fair and bright to thee. 
| 1 „Though hence to ARG 08? lands, the ſpace be great, 
Ul „ Yet have we often heard of ARrGos? ſtate, 160 
Of ſciences inſtill'd with early care, 
And arts of poliſh'd life that flouriſh there; 
« Yet, if thoſe ſciences and arts, whoſe end 
«© Tt ſhould be, paſt all doubt, men's hearts to mend, 
«« Serve only to point out the means unjuſt 
„Of ravaging whole realms for one man's luſt, 
«© We certainly rejoice, that we can ſwear 
«« Our hearts have no ſuch notions planted there. 
[ „Let it our glory be, that we are juſt ; 


„ And faithful to diſcharge deputed truſt ; 5-250 


That of life's various wants we know but few; 


1 „That we revere the gods, and love them too; 
It „% That we eſteem mankind ; and not alone 


«« "Thoſe, who amid earth's climes poſſeſs our own, 


„% Men 
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« Men therefore thinking thus are thoſe, O king, 

«© Who ſend us with thoſe profers we now bring. 

« With honour, their requeſt tis thine to deign ; 

« Or with contempt, reje& their lowly train ; 

„ The friends, which in their name we promiſe, chuſe ; 


« Or, if it ſuit, their proferr'd love refuſe : 150 


T Be peace or war, then fix'd as ſeems thee beſt ; 


« If peace having any charms to move thy breaſt, 
„ Unſhaken ſhall theſe riſing walls of thine 
% For many years remain, nor feel decline; 


But, if the hope of ſpoil allure thy mind, 
« Be certain, that ere long thyſelf ſhalt find 
„ How formidable they, whoſe ſouls abhor, 


«© When concord may prevail, to deal in war.” 


* So ſpake theſe envoys by MAN DVURIA ſent, 
On their great meſſage ardently thus bent; 190 
* While I myſelf, aſtoniſh'd, fix d my view 
Inceſſantly on both, till they withdrew. 
In waves to either's waſte, a flowing beard, 


Whoſe length not yet, by time, quite blanch'd appear'd, 


But ſhow'd in many a part its gloſſy brown 
Still manifeſt to view, deſcended down. 


A 


But ſince to air expos'd, their heads not ſo: 
There all was whiter than the falling ſnow. 
3B While 
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370 TELEMACHUS. BOOK x, 
* While, what for uſe, much more than pride they wore, 
And though with claſps ſupplied, yet looſe before, 200 
* Diſcover'd while they ſpoke, a ſtrength of frame 


Scarce leſs than that of giants known to fame. 
But moſt their arms I mark'd, with nerves ſupplied, 
And ſinews ſo well knit, that all beſide 


Seem'd children in my train, to theſe compar'd : 


Even wreſtlers, that in GREECE the prize have ſhar'd, 
Wreſtlers that frequently myſelf have ſeen 
Diſputing each with each the ſanded green, 


And thought of mighty frame, leſs portly then 


Seem'd to me, than did either of theſe men. 210 


Bur waking from my thoughts I made reply, 
Accepting at their hands the pledg'd ally : 

Thus anſw'ring when they ceas'd „ „ With joy I take 
Theſe tenders of that peace your people make. 
came not to raiſe foes among you here, 

And THou, to whoſe all- ſearching eye appear 

Men's boſoms as they are, the truth atteſt ; 

But for my gods ſought out ſome place of reſt ; 
Some corner of the world, to make my home ; 
Doom'd as I was through earth's wide realms to roam. 220 
And what of inſult from my followers borne, 


And murders unprovok'd you come to mourn, 
Think 


. 
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% Think not, good friends, had origin from me; 
% For of blood-guilt, my hands and heart are free. 
„Then be it, in heaven's ſight, our preſent care 


I ſaid; and to my people turning, bade 
For facrifice the Haruſpice be clad, 
Diſmiſſing, when my ſolemn rite was o'er, 

+ The men, who from myſelf too preſents bore. 


HRE ended as I thought, but thought in vain, 
All cauſe that could diſturb my future reign ; 
For oh, would you as much believe, good friends, 
More wretched ſure my fate than other men's! 
The inexorable gods, that every ill 

* Ordain'd my lot in CRETE, purſue me ſtill. 

It chanc'd that ſome of ours that very day, 

« Directing from the chace their evening way, 

« Untaught of what was done, theſe envoys met, 
Protected but by few, whom they beſet; 

Nor ſtrove they long with ours, but falling faſt, 
The ſhelter of their hills obtain'd at laſt : 

And thus, by this one raſh miſtaking act, 

Too ſeemingly infring'd behold our pac, 

And on both ſides alike, war's ſanguine hand 

* A ſecond time outſtretch'd o'cr either land; 


3 B 2 


% To kneel, and this firm league of friendſhip ſwear.” 


F p 
« 
j 
230 
1 
: 1 
4; 
| 
: 
| 
* 
| 
i2 
2 4 2 1 
: 
1 
1 
f | 
4 
4 
1 
if 
1 
1 
« © | 
170 
| 2 
: 
Fl 
u 
* 
14 
1 
i 
1 
"yt 
4 l x 
i 
3 
| 
| 
k 


i 
. 
1 4 
2 
1 5 
7 
[1 


TIED 
b- — n 
2 n 


= — — — 
5 Ge OR Az — IO —_—_— 
—— — ——— e * 
* —— SERIE PIRATE — 2 — 
> * * . 
= * 


7 — —-—¾ 
— — — — 
* B IT, OS ex 
. Yann 9 Lon jc ot GOES P 
— * pun S — AMS ES — 


«a 


With ſcythes a thouſand cars their paſſage wind ; 
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Our enemies? fix'd ſtrain now this alone J 


That to deceit, as they have found us prone, 


Our promiſes and oaths, alike unjuſt, 


They ſcatter to the winds unworthy truſt. 250 


* To aggrandize their ſtrength, they ſummon o'er 
A multitude in arms from Lockra's ſhore ; 
From Nxkiros'“ rude coaſt and rocky plain; 


CroToxno's wealthy ſtate, and wide domain; 


From BRINDUs on the deep; from BxuTta too, 


Whoſe people all confeſs a ſavage crew ; 

From the long border of LEeucania's ſtrand, 

And not far diſtant thence, AeuLia's land. 

In plaited coats of ſteel, of giant ſize, 
And tow'ring as they march, the APULIANS riſe, 2060 
The labour that employs the hardy throng 

Knits every joint, and makes their body ſtrong. 

No faulchions in the battle's heat they wield 5 


No ſhining ſpear extend, nor guard with ſhield - 
But fighting ſide by ſide, lift high in air 50 


Huge clubs, that harden'd knobs and prickers bear. 
LEUCANIA, that enur'd the ſteed to guide 
Impetuous o'er the plain and thundering wide, 


Deforms the ranks of fight; while dragg'd behind 
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« Sends. forth her num'rous hoſts, that ſtrew the plain, 
As they urge on their way, with heaps of ; ſlain. 


TE LocR1an chiefs not ſo: in arts of peace, 


373 


Like them from whom they ſprung of poliſh'd Gare, 


They vie with other lands, and ſhine in fight, 
By diſcipline reſtraining brutal might. 

© Theſe foes we therefore dread much more than all: 
For aw'd at their approach, whoſe legions fall: 
Or their attack not wait, but turning yield 

« To ſudden flight their back, and quit the field. 

« No mail or plate they wear, but hold before: 

a Light Ozier ſhields, with hides. thrice cover d oer, 
80 harden'd, that to pierce their cloſe knit grain 
The ſharpeſt of our ſpears we wing in vain. 


s RESPECTING BruTIA's throng ; to fight they go 
As ſwift as when purſu'd the bounding roe: 
Their arms are but one dart, nor does the graſs 
* Retain their footſteps? traces as they paſs : 

Like light'ning from above deſcending fierce, 

The enemy oppos'd they mark, they pierce. 

In heaps theſe laſt fall down; they groan, they die, 
* When ruſhing with a ſhout that rends the {ky, 
The BxuTIans tear their ſpears from ev'ry wound, 
* Back ſpeeding to their chariots with a bound. 


280 


250 


« All. 
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« All exercis'd in toil, CRoToNo's band, 

« Graſp ardent their long bows with nervous hand, 
And brandiſhing their darts, thrice dipt in bane 
That by Avernus grows, on PLuTo's plain, 
KReſiſtleſs in their fury round them deal 


Wounds, that no juice diſtill'd from plants can heal. 300 


The reſt great ſtrength of limb poſſeſs alone, 


And valour uncontroul'd, to art unknown : 


* Their howlings, when they ſee the foe draw near, 
With reſonance appal the liſt'ning ear; 

* But ſtill, by diſcipline not taught, they wage 

* With courage unrepreſs'd the battle's rage. 

* Thus, though the tale be long, yet told at length, 


© Have I at large reveal'd the names, the ſtrength, 


© The numbers that compoſe the aſſociate foe, 


And motives to the war you wiſh'd to know. | zZ10 


SALENTUM's monarch thus ; and having done, 


Impatient as before, ULyssts* ſon 


Prepar'd to fally forth; when thus, the ſage 


Once more addreſſing, ſtay'd his eager rage. 

* But ſay, why LocRIA's ſons of Grecian line, 
* In friendſhip with the foe their hoſts thus join ? 
« Why likewiſe on this coaſt, from diſcord free 


And proſp'rous, do your SALENTINIANs fee 


— 
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« Thoſe kingdoms you deſcrib'd unforc'd to arm, 

« While yours is only tumult and alarm ? 320 
Why are things come to this, and whence their ſpring ? 

Why is SALENTUM thus while you reign king? 

O Ipomtn, O blind unhappy man, 

Thus for deſtruction labouring all you can! 

Complain not that the gods, who ev'ry 2// 

« Ordain'd your lot in CRETE purſue you ſtill > 

But to their rule be juſt, and rather mourn 

That nothing they have done or you yet borne 

« Will teach you to be wiſe ; no, not the woes 
They have already will'd, and yet impoſe. 330 
For truly wretched he, beyond all ſpeech, 

70 paint him, whom misfortunes do not teach. 

such tokens of good faith yourſelf juſt now 

Could not but in thoſe rev'rend two allow, 

* That friendſhip might have ſtood, of either land 

In future the indiſſoluble band: 

But pride has been your bane ; yea, regal pride ; 


Pride paſſing in a king each vice beſide ; 

Pride veſted in his heart that wears a crown; 

* Pride that the fierceſt wars on realms brings down: 340 
a But ſay, nor on paſt acts with idle ſtrain 

LS Commenting, let us now- fpend time in vain, 

1 * Or urge, that when thoſe envoys you ſent back, 
Due guards might have kept off the raſh attack; 


0 Say, 
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pate? 


Say, what fince this ſad war again begun, 


For ſafety or offence yourſelf have done? 


Tnus MENnToRr; and to this the king replied, 
Struck with a conſcious ſhame he could not hide : 
« I thought, my pride was ſuch, yea thought, my friend, 
Mean would it be in me to condeſcend 0 
As they had, and ſolicit peace ane w, 
« Thoſe yielding that had dar'd attack the Tov. 
« Strange rumours, but to which I would not pay 
Attention, reach'd my ear from day to day ; 
Till paſſing diſbelief, at length I found, 


MAN DVURIA riſe in arms on all ſides round, 
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< That they might extirpate a race that came, 

* HeseERIA's every realm, they ſaid, to claim. 

* Then rouſing, and determin'd I muſt own 

From enemies thus near to guard my throne, | 360 
I allied to the field, and ſeiz'd in haſte 

Their paſſes to the hills, that, midway plac'd 

Between ourſelves and them, on either hand, 


I Ihe mountain heights command and level land. 


* THESE paſſes, weakly mann'd, withſtood not long 
Our terrible aſſault and legions ſtrong : 
Unable to reſiſt, they yielded all; 
When, at each paſs, we built a rampart-wall, 
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And flank'd it with a fort; from whence, my friend, 

« Securely may our troops at pleaſure ſend | 370 
Their javelins at the foe, at all that dare 

* Paſs downward on the plain to ravage there: 

« Thus ſafe ourſelves at home, and render'd ſtrong 

Jo harraſs from theſe mounds the hoſtile throng ; 

„With ſafety we oppoſe our feeble few, 


And in each fight we wage are conquerors too, 

* Though ſtorming at our wall with loud alarms, 

So many nations join our foe in arms. 

« MAanDURIA's ſons, in fine, ſo dread theſe tow'rs, 

* Theſe caſtles, theſe ſtrong holds, theſe forts of ours, 339 
And we ſo highly prize them, that alone, 


* 


Would they, were other cauſe of feud not known, 


Eternal bloodſhed cauſe ; ſince vainly now, 


A 


Abandoning their ſtrength, ſhould we know how 
To rid us of the dread, that ſoon our foe 


A 


A 


In turn would ravage us that live below: 


* 


While they, who know their ſtrength, with anxious eyes 


View them as what to awe their region riſe.— 


Tus he; and MEexToR then, who ſhook his head, 
And ſomewhat pauſing firſt, thus anſw'ring ſaid : . 390 
O Idomexn, detraction's breath muſt own, 
(Nor mean I to deny what that makes known) 

„ | | PF * That 
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* That often have your ear and heart been found 
« Acceſlible to truth, howe'er it wound; 


* Yes, monarch, I confeſs you ſeem not- one 


That truth, by conſcious fear aſſail'd, would ſhun; 
* Truth now to be pronounc'd ; for know, when firſt 
1 heſe people, by your own raſh band aſpers'd, 
Sent forth, that peace and friendſhip they might crave, . 


A leſſon to yourſelf and yours they gave. 

Say, was it that too weak their ſtrength they thought 
« Your armies to withſtand, when peace they ſought? 
Or courage did they lack in arms to ſpeed ? 


Or friends to join their cauſe, ſhould war ſucceed 2 


« Of theſe not one diſcourag'd them you find, 


But native love of peace with all mankind. 

« 'Theſe men, held then untaught, mark'd out the way 
That might have ſuited well your ſovereign ſ way : 
But pride, into whoſe toils the mighty fall, 

* Has on your head pull'd down this ſtate of thrall. 


« And yet, not only pride ; but folly too 

Has from its real int'reſt turn'd your view; 
For to conſtruct theſe forts what urg'd your hand ? 
« Theſe forts, that rather hurt than guard your land? 
Since, as yourſelf confeſs, &'en they alone 
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Of ramparts ſuch as ſerve a prince to guard, 

That riſing in the heart, by bolts not barr'd, 

Moſt tends to his defence; while walls of ſtone 

May, by beleaguering arms, be overthrown, 420 
That monarch moſt enjoys a virtuous eaſe 


Whom, empire gain'd by force, has nought to pleaſe : 
That monarch, in whoſe heart ſtri& juſtice reigns, 


* 


And who with ſpotleſs faith his ſway maintains; 
While bulwarks form'd of braſs, and ſtrongeſt walls, 
Sapp'd by that power whoſe frown the brave appalls, 


* 


And overturns the props of human truſt, 


Sink at his will and crumble into duſt. | 


HE, therefore, who colnficles on human hands, 
Builds his weak houſe upon the faithleſs ſands, 430 
That tottering to its fall with ev'ry wind, 


A 


* 


No veſtige, when once down, ſhall leave behind. 


Oh! had you known the virtuous monarch's ſtate, 


Obnoxious to no foe, or ſubject's hate, 


* 


Would you, for ſafety's means, have needed then 
Thoſe bulwarks that alarm ſuch hoſts of men? 
When, as an exile, you firſt landed here, 

Had you but held the rights of others dear, wn 
Nor aim'd to hurt their peace, that ſure had 47 


* 


* 


What might have rais'd in fame Sa LN TUx's king. 440 
3 302 This 
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This had you but perform'd, theſe riſing towers 
Long would have ſtood protected by heav'ns pow'rs. 


All comment let us ſtay however here, 


* 


And ſince time ſpeeds away with ſwift career, 
« Deviſe, if in your country's peril aught, 


Lo 


Paſt errors to atone, may. yet be wrought. 


Or PurLocTEeTEes* bands, ad other hoſts 
: From ancient GREECE, firſt ſettled on theſe candy; 


Methought you ſpoke but now—why therefore here 


* 


In your defence do none of theſe appear ? [4 1155 450 


* 


They cannot have forgot great Mixos' name ; 


Great Mixos, from whole loins your birth you claim; 


A 


Nor with what glory, Idomen of late 

£ Fought for the cauſe of GREECE in PHRYGIA's ſtate, 
© Wherefore ſay, then, have not theſe bord'ring lands 

« Granted their aid to ſtrengthen your weak. bands ? 


* FuLL oft,“ replied. the king, with humble ſtrain, 
Their ſuccour have I ſought, but ſought in vain : 


* 


A 


A neutral ſtate they urge is their reſolve, 


— 


Nor will they in a war their lands involve. 
Yet do I think ſuch conduct ſpeaks. their fear 
Much more than that they hold their people dear: 


* 


* 


For viewing, as they do, the growing fame 


* 


Theſe infant walls have gain'd ſince here we came, 9 
«T0 
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Lag 


* 


* 


* 


To ſecret dread they yield, leſt future times 


Should likewiſe ſee our ſtate invade their climes.? 


Txus IDoMEN; and anſwering, thus the fire : 
Caſe how perplex'd | extremity how dire! 

For by ſuch efforts to evince your Nate, 

Young tho? it muſt be own'd, in arms fo great, 
That greatneſs you defeat ; and while without 

Some mention you with ſcorn, and ſome with doubt, 
From day alike to day your walls-within, | 
Your riches you exhauſt, and ſubjects thin, 

By aiming to ſupport this war begun, 


And haſting as it were to be undone. 


Oh! wretchedeſt of kings, by fortune's blows 


Taught not as yet to ſhun ſucceeding woes ! 

Atoning by one fate for former crimes, 

A ſecond would you need in future times? 

A ſecond, and more dreadful than the firſt ? 

That ſecond, then, ſee juſt prepared to burſt. 

What foes now threat your ſtate, and leave no way 
Their fury, and your own fad fate, to ſtay ! 
But to my ſenſe a thought the god points out, 

And his great inſpiration who ſhall doubt ? 


* Cheer'd then by ſuch ſuggeſtion, fear not you, 


But to that god with humble fervour ſue, 


470 


450 
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And giving me your cares, make known by name, 
Who thoſe are that your ſtate you ſay diſclaim?' 490 


* The principal are they, the king replied, 
c Who northward of the hills are thence Arien 


* TARENTUM call'd their kingdom, and whoſe bound 


* PHaLANTuUs firſt mark'd out, a chief renown'd. 

© Three annual ſeaſons paſs'd, this valiant chief, 

(A ſtory which though ſtrange deſerves belief * 

On LAcDROR's plain, together drew 

A turbulent fierce band, a factious crew, 

Who both on law and juſtice look d with. ſcorn, 

« Thruſt out by nature, ſince of whoredom born 500 
On women, who forſaken the whole time, 
« Their huſbands paſs'd away on PuryG1a's clime, 
And knowing not their fate for certain then, 

With guilty paſſion turn'd to other men. 


At length came back the warrior hoſt from TRoY, 


And abſent ten long years, conceiv'd the joy, 

Ere yet they could attain the SPAR TAN ſhore, 

Of folding in love's claſps their wives once more. 

* Theſe ſeeing them return, relenting wrought | 
« All that might tend to mitigate their fault ; 66.1120 
Their recent love forgot confeſs'd their blame— 


And gave up Khom they bore to want and ſhame. 


Tus 
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* Tavs of their rights defrauded, and ſhut out 
From every tender tie, they roam'd about, 


« The common foes of all, committing long 


* Lewd violence, and luſt, and fraud, and wrong, 


Till, with full hand exerting all its ſtrength, 


Their infolence, the law repreſs'd at length. 


His countrymen's ſad ſtate obſerving then, 

« PHALANTUS, born to ſteal the hearts of men 
By boldneſs of addreſs, a chief of fame, 

« Urging their grievous wrongs too great for name, 
« Under his leaderſhip collected all, 


« Found not averſe to follow at ſuch call, 


And led them to this coaſt, where riſing now 5 


« Vaſt bulwarks and proud domes erect their bro w, 
And growing day by day beneath their hand, 
A ſecond LACED AMON plants the land. 


Nor diſtant far from thence PETILIA too, 
High rais'd on tow'ring hills, a city new, 
By PHiLOCTETES built, commands the coaſt ; 
Great PHILOCTETES, fam'd o'er all the hoſt 
Of AR Iv name at TROY, who thither bore 
« ALcipes? mortal ſhafts thrice dipp'd in gore. 
* Commanded by this chief, whoſe rule beſtows 
© New bleſſings on the land PeTit1a grows 
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With daily added fame, while all around 
* HeseERIA's ample realms her ſtate is found 


* Leſs peopled 'tis confeſs'd, leſs fam'd in fight, 


* Leſs formidable too in martial might, 
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But boaſting far more arts of peace than ſpring 

As yet where SpaRTA's outcaſt chief reigns king. 
To theſe a third we add, an infant land 
Call'd MEgTaroxT, and built by NESTOR's hand 


* 


* 


HERE interrupting, thus exclaim'd the ſeer: 
How, IpouEN I is NExsToR then ſo near, | 
And you not know the way to win him o'er 

..- With ſuccours to befriend your menac'd ſhore? 
Ui « Alas!* to this the afflicted king began : 


That monarch you now name, that virtuous man, 


1 Sg * 'That partner of my toils, that friend thrice dear, 
| 1 That every thing men love while they revere, 
Wl * No more the ſame to me, 1s ever loſt; 

Ui! For impioulily aſſiduous to exhauſt 


0 Inſinuation's arts, theſe foes, whoſe fame 
0 Though barb'rous they are call'd, belies the name, 
Have proſper'd in perſuading NELEus? ſon 
That for ambitious views ſurpaſs'd by none, 
And aiming to uſurp unbounded ſway, 


My yoke too on bi neck meant to lay l. 
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6 THERE terminate the falſehood, and with us 


« Reſt the full proof that matters are not thus, 
Said haſtily the ſage—* For PyLOS' ſhore. 
« Ere to this coaſt the king his followers bore, 


* TELEMACHUS, intent o'er earth to roam, 


And ſeek out his great fire, ſet forth from home: 


© He cannot have forgot ULySssES' name, 
A heroe like himſelf exempt from blame; 
Nor, as a fact more recent, with what mind, 
Great like a king, and like a father kind, 
* Welcome and love he ſhow'd his only ſon, 
In bis illuſtrious court more honouring none. 
His fears then we muſt quell, and truly ſhow 
Lou came not to this coaſt a willing foe. 
* 'That office ſhall be mine, and once again 


* Friendſhip between your lands aſſume its reign.” 


 UnaBLE to ſuppreſs the riſing tear, 
 IromeNEvs, at this, in haſte drew near, 
And claſping in his arms the gracious man, 
By gratitude taught language, thus began : 

* Oh, eſtimable friend ! oh, reverend fage! 
* Sent hither by the gods, to diſengage 


* My footſteps from the ſnare, that ſpread around, 


* Its toils about my feet had almoſt wound, 
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© You only, I confeſs, might ſafely uſe 


4 


But taught as I am now, *tis juſt, my friend, 
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Such cenſures as of guilt my breaſt accuſe. 

You only, my great friend, yes, only you, 

My ſtubbornneſs could bend for peace to ſue ; 

For bluſhing at myſelf, I own beſide, | 
That, by cach neighbour ſtate all aid denied, 390 
My heart was fix'd to fight and conquer all, 

* Or in the field of battle breathleſs fall : 


** 


* 


N 


That to your ſage monitions I ſhould bend. 
Oh! ſprung of him I lov'd, thrice favour'd youth, 
« TELEMACHUS, 'tis you, I deem with truth, 
Are eminently bleſt; for you, my ſon, _ 
Can never go aſtray as I have done; 
* Poſſeſs'd of ſuch a friend, ſo wile, juſt, kind; 
« And watchful to inſtru your riſing mind. 600 
What now then on this ſubje& needs there, friend, 
Here on my part let further converſe end. 
Not She, whoſe wiſdom the dread gods revere, 
Should ſhe, for earth, forſake her native ſphere, 
« Could more divine advice on man beſtow : 
Vouchſafing then my ſuit, this inſtant go, 
« Eſcorted to the camp, where ſuch a band 
Meet to deviſe the ruin of our land. 
Whatever you yourſelf conſider juſt 
« That promiſe ſhall be done; for boundleſs truſt 610 


« Here 
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Here to your worth IpouExNREus aſſigns; 
© Whatever it propoſes, grants, declines, 
Whatever it may urge, approve, deny, 
* SALENTUM to the full ſhall ratify.” 


HxARE finiſh'd their diſcourſe ; for dread and loud 

A multitude in arms, a mighty crowd, | ; 

| Cloſe ſwarming near the walls, with many a cry 
| Unnotic'd till that moment, rend the ſky. 

A thouſand chariot wheels, with rattling ſound, 

Sent up from brazen fellies ſweep the ground ; 

And anſw'ring to loud trumpets with their neigh, 
Thouſands of courſers pant to mix in fray. 
Forth ruſh the SALENTINES, and, Hark,” they cry, 
The enemy are all at length drawn nigh— 
Jo threaten us with ſiege they come, they come, 
Of our ſo vaunted forts, too feeble ſome 


| * Their fury to reſiſt, or all in vain 


Built where they ſtand, to guard the level plain.” 


WariLE joining with mix'd outcries ſhrill and loud, 


Their deſtiny thus mourn the gathering crowd, 
Forth ruſh'd the ſage in haſte, and mounting high 
A bulwark on the wall erected nigh, 

His proſpect ſent abroad o'er all the throng, 

To meditate their force; but look'd not long, 
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Ere tow'ring in the van, nor diſtant far, 
Great PILOT ETESs dreadful in his car, 
Aſtoniſh'd he beheld, and cloſe behind © BC's. 
Sage NESTOR with his ſon PrsI1s RATE join'd, 
He ſaw, and to the monarch, that had trac'd 
His footſteps to the ſpot, cried out in haſte— 
* Say how, and what is this! and thought you then] 3 
* That not combining with this hoſt of men, 1 
| Mm Great NES TOR, and his friend the LEMNIAN chief, 
Meant only to deny you their relief? - 
Behold them with the reſt conſorted now, 
And your miſtake, taught better, diſavow. 
Ves, their two perſons, that ſo much excel, 
Thoſe gather'd round them I obſerve full well; 
And ſurely, if theſe eyes of mine ſee clear, 
Yon ſquadrons, that ſo high their lances rear, G50 
Can be no other than the lawleſs band 
You mention'd but juſt now, from SPARTA's land. 
Thus have you now no friend; nay more, theſe coaſts 
Exhibit not one ſtate of all their hoſts, 
But goaded, as it ſeems, from ill to ill, 


* Your hand has made a foe without the will.“ 


So faying, with like ſpeed deſcending down 
Through the mix'd crowd, he traverſes the town, 
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Advancing to a gate, on that fide plac'd 


Tow'rds which the foe came on with eager haſte : 660 
Drawn nearer, he bids thoſe that guard it throw 
The pond'rous cullice up, nor heed the foe. 


Surpriz'd the king looks on, but aw'd in mind, 


Thus great in all he does, the ſeer to find, 


Oppoſes not his way, while ruſhing on 

He paſſes through the gate and thence along: 
Firſt waving as he went to thoſe behind, 

That no one might forſake his poſt aſſign'd, 


But as before, the cullice ſafe ſhut down, 


And, not regarding him, ſecure the town. 670 


Now diſtant from the wall, and near in view 
Of thoſe he went to meet, who ſcarce thought true 
The wonder they beheld, a ſingle man 


Fearleſs advancing to confront their van, 


The num'rous legions halt ; when ſtraight the ſage 
Mighty to charm the foe's ebullient rage, 
Waves high above his head, in ſign of peace, 

An olive branch, his own rich gift to GREECE, 
When ATHENs* ſtate was young, and *mid a hoſt 
Himſelf and NEPTUNE vied to bleſs her moſt.— 680 
Surpriz'd the foe beheld ; till drawn ſo near 


That every one his voice might plainly hear, 


Mixing 
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Mixing authority in what he did, 
With ſomething that ſeem'd more to ſue than bid, 
And though commanding meek, the rev'rend man, 
Thus with loud voice and gen'rous ſtrain began: 
When, after he had bid the chiefs convene, 
All paid obedience to his voice and mien— 
On chieftains, great in arms, "as pride, the boaſt, 
a The glory of HESPERIA'S fertile 8 690 
* Ye generous, godlike men, collected round, or 
And through earth's realms with glory juſtly crown'd, 
« Vouchſafe a humble friend, by ſome known here, 
His embaſſy to ſpeak, difmiſſing fear : 
I know, and greatly praiſe the zeal you ſhow, 
That to this infant Rate you come a foe, 15 ) 
Buy motives of juſt kind conſtrain'd alone | 
From uſurpation's threats to ſhield your own: 
Once more ſuch zeal I praiſe, for ſo tis fit, 
But this well meant, this humble ſtrain permit. 700 
Thus urg'd, though not by one the world calls great, | 
« Or like yourſelves exalted high in ſtate ; 
« This train, to which if you but lend an ear, 
The hate of ſuch large hoſts ſhall diſappear ; 
Much human blood be ſpar'd ; and through time's round 
« Freedom ſurvive ſecure from ev'ry wound ; 


That 
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© That freedom for whoſe ſake a glorious death 
« You would prefer, I know, to hated breath. 


* On! Ns TOR, whom amid this regal throng 
Still mingling with the young, the brave, and ſtrong, 
Still daring as in youth, and no leſs bold 
© In compaſling great actions, I behold, 

* Yes Ns TOR, *'tis on you, renown'd o'er all 
« For wiſdom's excellence and worth I call; 

* What tragical events from war alone 
Spring conſtantly our courſe, to you is known. 
Not in the number of all human woes 
such as the gods on ſinning man impoſe, 

« Can any equal war, as GREECE too well 

« Bore witneſs, when at TROY her heroes fell. 

* What diſcords were not then by GREECE bewail'd | 
What ſorrow on the ſuff'ring hoſt entail'd ! 

* Of ſometimes proſperous fate, what ſudden turns 
To adverſe, from high Jove's diſpenſing urns! 
* What carnage of the chiefs by HecTor's hand! 
What complicated woes in ev'ry land ! 

And after PyHRYGIA's fall, what remnant pain 
Was not the hoſt ſtill fated to ſuſtain ! 

Their bed the ſea ſome made, a wretched band, 
All ſhipwreck'd on CAPRHAREus' craggy ftrand ; 


"9 


710 


720 
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While others a more wretched fortune found, 
Where they conceived their peace exempt from wound 


Some rank adulterer, ſon, or faithlefs wife, 


Directing to their breaſts the murd'rous knife. 

Curs'd then by heaven, though arm'd againſt proud Troy, 
Set forth theſe men her bulwarks to deftroy. 

Oh! you, that my indighant ſtrain now hear, 

And for whoſe ſakes a like fad fate I fear, 

Ne'er may the righteous gods reward your toil 


With conqueſt ſuch as that of PurvyGra's foil. : 740 


To failors, who that way divide the deep, 
Scarce viſible, Troy lies a ruin'd heap ; 

But for you all, and ev'ry ſtate: of GREECE, 
Well were it at this hour were Tao in peace! 


Still proſp'rous as of late, and PRIAM's ſon 


Still rev'lling with the dame his prowefs won. 

Nor am I now addreſſing you alone. 

Sage NRSTOR, to my eye, my heart well known, 

But in this great aſſembly likewiſe you, 

Great PHILOCTETES, great and wretched too: - 
Remember you what fortune on your way 


« In LemNnos? wretched iſle conſtrain'd your ſtay?? 


TO PniLocTETEs thus the fenior ſaid, 
Then turning where his bands PRALAN TuS led 


* Ye warriors,” went he on, from SpARTA chas'd, 


Full well I know what foes your footſteps trac'd, 


Abandon'd 
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* Abandon'd as you were to want and ſhame, | 5 | | | | 
By thoſe from whoſe unfeeling loins you came, 5 WW 
Nor have you only cauſe your fate to rue, g | 
But wretched every GREEK here preſent too; 76% j | 
For who is yet to learn what heav'nly hate 4 | 
Long follow'd thoſe who conquer'd Pur yora's ſtate ? : Ih 
Of whom, and ſuch, ye gods, how large a train i f 

< ' 


Thoſe ſettled on HESPERIA's diſtant plain, 
Poſſeſs, but in exchange, the foreign ſtrand 
For richer fields within their native land, 
Fields that no more their offspring ſhall enjoy, 


A 


A 


All raviſh'd by the gods that fought for Troy 43 
HERR ending, he ſtrode forward to the poſt Hy! 
Where NEesToR led his MrATONTINE hoſt; 770 it | 


Who inſtantly let fall his ſhining ſpear, 

To claſp the godlike man when he was near, 

And with kind ſalutation thus began : 

« Oh! MexTos, ob, my friend, oh, honour'd man, 


- 


*Tis with a joy as great as my ſurprize 
I meet you, as I do, beneath theſe ſkies: 


In Procta our firſt interview befel, 
And, though long paſt, I recollect it well: 


Your life, as I remember too, had then 


* Run onward of its courſe but years twice ten ; 780 
| 33 « Yet 
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© Yet, youthful though you were, ſuch depth of root 
Found wiſdom in your mind, betokening fruit, 


That I foretold, even then what later time 


« Proves in the great events that mark'd your prime. 
* * But tell us, what ſtrange circumſtance, dear friend, 
* Has made you to this coaſt your voyage bend ? 
And what can you propole to ſtay the hand 
| - Of battle from SaLENTUM's menac'd land? 
H For we are all come forth, a ſtedfaſt foe, 
At every riſk reſolv'd to lay it low ; 
« Beforchand having ſued in vain, though long, 
For juſtice to redreſs repeated wrong. 
His word IpouERNEUs has broke too oft, 
« And at all public faith and honour ſcoff'd: 


With him ſhould we conclude a league of peace, 


CO et et ——— — ——U — _—_ " < — - 


Soon as confirm'd would ſuch a contract ceaſe, . 
| * Derided, ſet at nought, broke through, and ſcorn'd, 
15 If, by ambitious views ſo oft ſuborn'd, 

Our colonies to vex, his reſtleſs mind 
| | Means of enlarg'd domain might hope to find. 
Fas hear what he has done: To ev ry ſtate 
* Around him, whether *ſtabliſh'd long or late, 
* His drift he has not ſcrupled to make known, 


— ꝓꝗEX »ĩę CC tr br —u —— 2 — 


Of ſeizing its domains as if his own. 
Think it not ſtrange then if you ſee us now 
Come forth his bulwarks in the duſt to bow ; 


„%u — ——— ͤÄ—— ooo, 
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Or, if our vengeance fail, much rather die, 
Than at his feet in bonds conſent to lie. 


Such now 1s our reſolve: but yet if you, 

Sure wiſeſt of mankind and juſteſt too, 810. 
Can proffer the leaſt hint, can ſhow one way 

«© Yet left us to prevent the bloody fray, 

Which (ſuch is our fix'd purpoſe) yon noon-ſun 


« Muſt witneſs ere his. courſe be fully run, 

Be only what you urge of force to bind 

In future this all-graſping monarch's mind, 

And be aſſur'd, that though on war now bent, 

« Our cohorts will all drop their fierce intent, 
And with this king and hs, while time deſcends, 


Join in one common bond, as ſtedfaſt friends.“ 820 


Thus he, and MENTOR thus: * Sage prince, to you, 
* That your late friend's whole life once tully knew, 
Why needs it I ſhould tell, that to my care 
© When he ſet forth for Troy to combat there, 
He truſted all he lov'd, but chief the fon 
That from his loins in times much happier ſprung. 
With me, when Troy was raz d, this youth {ſet out, 
Tortur'd with every pang of fear and doubt, 
If poſſible to learn his father's fate; 
And landed firſt in yours, in PyL os” ſtate, $30 
3 1 Where 
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* Where honour'd at your court, though doom'd to hear 
No tidings of the fire he held ſo dear, 

* From the great love evinc'd him on your ſhore, y 

| Found he how much good will his fire you bore ; 

« For that great love not limiting to PyLE, 

* PisISTRATUsS you gave to ſhare his toll, 

« And be the kind affociate of his way 

© To SrARTA, where ATRrIDEs then bore {way. 

« Unproſpering, thence he ſail'd; and ſtill in queſt 
Of Irnacvs, thus journeying without reſt, | 840 
* SICILIA'S ſea-girt ſhore has ſeen beſide; 
Ev, enrich'd by NILE's majeſtic tide ; 

* PHoENICIA's wealthy ſtate; the CVPRIAN iſle; 

« CRETE afterward, and laſt HESPERITIA“ꝰs foil. 

Sent hither by the gods, and ſent indeed, 

That none in this unhappy war may bleed. 

It is not now IDoMENEVUs, whoſe word 

Pledg'd for his future faith is to be heard : 

No, but ULysses' ſon, *tis he, or I, 

If on my greater age you more rel, 850 
Ves, 'tis myſelf, or he, or both conjoin'd, 

That for IDpouENEus ourſelves will bind. 


Tnus by his friend, addreſs'd the num'rous bands 
Sage MENTok, viewing heaven with up-lift hands; 
While 
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While thronging ev'ry tower that roſe within 

SALENTUM's guarded walls, did her great king, 

4 With ITHAacus, and the whole ſubje& band, 

I Clad all in armour, take their lofty ſtand, 

1 And gazing with ſtrain'd proſpect wiſh to know 

How thought, while thus addreſs'd, the attentive foe, 860 
And hear too, while they ſaw converſing then 

Two, that for wiſdom's gifts were prais'd by men, 

What ſtrains of heayen-taught eloquence, whoſe flame 

Can like the Muſes warm, from either came. 


For celebrate of all the Grecian train, 

In council to pour out a maaly ftrain, 

Soft, but though foft yet ſtrong, the PVLIAN ſage 

Stood mighty to ſuppreſs enkindling rage, 

To maſter at its height fierce paſſion's ſtorm, 

I And the calm breaſt ſtill more compoſe and warm, 870 
With elocution ſoft as blows ſome gale 
Waking the roſe, whoſe odours men inhale, 

"Twas during TROx's long warfare, only he 

That, while AcniLLes rag'd like ſome rough ſea, 

Could with all powerful language calm his ſoul ; 

Great AGAMMEMNON's pride of place controut ; 

Oilean Ajax ſoothe, tho? anger's flame 

Kindled not more that oTHER of his name; 

And 
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And Diomrp ſubdue, whoſe ruthleſs heart 
_ Urg'd him at Beauty's QuerN to aim his dart. 

Perſuaſion from his lips in accents broke, 

Soft, excellent, and ſweet whene'er he ſpoke. 

His voice the hoſt could rouſe, and that alone: 

Whenever it went forth all filent grown, 
Attentive on the ſound by inſtinct hung, 

Nor was there thro' the camp, fave him, e' en one 

That diſcord in each breaſt knew how to quell, 
Diſcord diſſeminated there by hell. 

Time's all-impairing courſe 'tis own'd began 

To lead into life's vale the wond'rous man; 

Yet though in part he felt its chilly hand, 

Not to exterior view was he unmann'd. 

Like narrative old age indeed, *tis true, 

Oft did he like to dwell on things he knew ; 

And with a ſtrain too labour'd tell the young 

What he had ſeen, and what old times had done: 


Yet every thing he ſaid attention woke, 
And, like the night, all liſten'd when he ſpoke. 


Bur by great MEeNToR's fide, this rev'rend man, 
This NesToR, on whoſe lips whole hoſts would hang, 
Charm'd with his elocution's graceful flow, 


Stood ſpeechleſs, or at leaſt his words mov'd flow. 
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His age, that ne'er drew notice unrever'd, 

When balanc'd with his friend's quite g appear'd: 
Reſembling the weak plant, whoſe drooping head 
Hangs ſickly when the day? s bleſt beam is fled ; 
While, in the hidden ſage, as circled warm 

Life's flood (what could it elſe), his noble form 

Still flouriſh'd unimpair'd, whoſe ſtrength and prime 
Felt not the fury of all-weak'ning time. 910 
Whenever ſpake this laſt, whate'er he ſaid 

Was nervous, was conciſe, preſerv'd the thread 

It firſt took up unbroke, and ne'er the ſeer 

With uſeleſs repetitions tir'd the ear. 

At times, but that not oft, 'tis true indeed, 

That framing his diſcourſe to others need, 

Would he his earneſt theme commence again, 

And ſome great precept urge with clearer ftrain ; 

But varied from his lips the precept came, 
Still otherwiſe expreſs'd, though ſtill the ſame. 920 
Thus theſe great Two, in fight of all the hoſt, 
Doubtful if they ſhould praiſe or wonder moſt, 
Exhibited a ſcene that every thought 

Excited in each breaſt with feeling fraught. 

Full long had ceas'd the ſage ; and ſilent all, 

And huſh'd as when ſoft ſleep inveſts the ball ; 

Their phalanx was condens'd, all eye, all car, 


And, to remark them better, crowding near ; 
Nor 
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Nor with leſs wiſh to hear and ſee the while, 
IDoMENEUS and hig, on every pile Fees 
That guarded the long wall, their eye-ſight rain, 
To gather from each geſture of the Twain, 

What proſpect of that peace they wiſh to gain. 


END OF BOOK X. 
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BOOK XI. 


ARGUMENT. 


The Reconciliation between IpoMeNtus and the MANDURIAN 
Leaders ; the Exchange of Hoſtages on either fide, TELEMAcH¹HUsS 
being one, who "paſſes over to theſe laſt. Vulcan's Fabrication 
of impenetrable Armour for TELEMAC uus, including the De- 
ſeription of his Shield, the Diſpoſal of it in IpouENus's 
Arſenal, and Vifion ſent by IRIS 70 TELEMACHUS. 


N HILE Mrxron and his friend, the 1 fage 


Seen only from the wall, in talk engage, 


Anxious to hear what arguments profound 
Flow*d from their lips to charm the circle round, | | WH 
3 F | His 10 | 
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His wiſh ULvyssEs? ſon no more withſtands, 

But from his place ſwift ruſhing through the bands, 

And ordering, with a voice confirm'd and ſtrong, © 

The neareſt cullice open, ſtrides along. 

Whom, while the king ſtill thought him at his fide 

(And ſcarce at firſt believ'd what he deſcried), 10 
Forth haſtening he beheld, and now drawn near 

The vanguard of the foe without one fear. 

Him, by His port diſtinguiſh'd, NzsTor knew, 

Whoſe eye as he approach'd the warrior drew, 


And onward from his poſt the rev'rend man, 
With all the haſte of age, to meet him ran: 
While, with redoubled pace, ULyssEes* ſon 


1 Preſs'd forward, graſp'd his neck, and thus begun. 


O father! (for aſſur'd thou wilt not blame 
The youth who calls thee ſo, I uſe that name, 20 


Embolden'd by the love thy bounteous hand 


Heap'd lately on my head in PyLos? land)— 


Pleas'd I behold that face of thine once more, 


And claſp thee to my heart thus o'er and o'er, 


oy 


So grant heaven's Ma1p, that our long ſufferings paſt, 


— 


My fire too I may ſee, and fold at laſt : 


— 


My ſire, in lieu of whom could fortune give 


* 


Aught, that on other hopes might bid me live, 


HBelieve 
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Believe me, my thrice dear paternal friend, 
Half lighten'd would my days to death deſcend, 30 
Aſſur'd of thy ſupport, aſſur'd to find 

In thy great love, a friend and father join'd.* 


Tur PyLIAN monarch heard, nor longer kept 
The riſing current down, but turn'd and wept, 
Admiring with a ſenſe no words can tell, 

"Thoſe tears that from the youth diſtill'd as well; 
While wondering the whole hoſt behind them gaz'd, 
His modeſty of look they ſaw, they prais'd, 


His elegance of port, and manly mien, 


In one of ſuch great youth ſo rarely ſeen : 40 


But that unſhaken courage more than all, 

Which not their hoſt ſo num'rous could appal, 
When fearleſs of ſome well-aim'd hoſtile lance, 
From ſafety and the walls he durſt advance: 

They ſaw, and at each other looking, cried— 

* This youth, with ſuch true courage thus ſupplied, 
As in the front of danger's way to run, 

Say, partners, is he not the Other's ſon ? 


* 


Their attitudes, their port, their looks, you ſee, 


As with their ſire's his little ones agree. 50 


* 


Contemplating the youth, in him we find 


An elegance of frame, a manly mind, 
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A tree not giving yet its fruit and ſhade, 
But in the other ſee full ſtrength diſplay'd, 
Reſembling a fair oak that long has ſtood 


The glory of ſome hill, vale, plain, or wood.” 


MEANWHILE the Mal, conceal'd as mortal man, 


Pleas'd with their ſalutation, thus began 3 


4 


4 


2 


See, venerable ſenior, PyLE's great king, 
Whoſe wiſdom at their feaſts our poets fing, 
ULyssEs? fon himſelf, that chief of fame, 
Held precious by each breaſt of ARc1ve name, 
And precious too by you: Behold him here, 
The offspring as the ſire to me moſt dear; 


This cheriſh'd, this thrice noble, virtuous ſon, 


Approving too himſelf what now is done, 


Sage NesToR I reſign, the pledge and truſt 
That Ipo x's deſign is to be juſt; 

Juſt in each plighted oath, and ſolemn vow, 
That ſpeaking by my lips he utters now. 

That real are thoſe vows full well I know, 

Elſe hardly my friend's fon would I beſtow, 
Which if you deign him I intend to do, 

As ſurety that the monarch will be true. 

Heav'n may have fix'd ere this the father's fate; 
If it be ſo let no one cenſure fate: 


BOOK XI. 


60 


« Yet 


BOOK XI. TELEMACHUS. 405 


« Yet never ſhall my hand deſtroy the ſon ; 


Nor ſhe, who with ſore griefs already wrung, 


Weeps her long abſent lord, complain that J, 
Who for my charge, ſhould rather wiſh to die, 80 
Have ſacrific'd his life, that future times 

A tyrant might behold renew his crimes. 

This, heaven, (he ſaid), forbid ;* and drawing near 
The aſſembled hoſt behind that All might hear, 


* Ye warriors' (he went on) * in arms renown'd, 


And from each wide-ſtretch'd realm, this region round, 


* 


For liberty conven'd like generous men, 
This ſon of a dear friend, behold ing then 


This favourite too of mine, this royal youth, 


A 


This pledge for a returning monarch's truth, 0 
Give ear, while I point out what happy bands 


May henceforth join with Hie, your now arm'd hands, 


Bid, through your ſeveral regions, diſcord ceaſe, 
And all come forth as foes ſend back in peace.” 


„ 


He paus'd; and through the hoſt, from man to man, 
Excited at the word, a murmur ran 

Indignantly pronounc'd, and thus they cried, 

While utterance to all elſe their rage denied : 

No peace with ſuch a foe.“ The boiling hoſt, 

From every inland plain and ſea - beat coaſt, 100 
Not 
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Not willingly drawn forth, expreſs'd their rage, 

Conceiving that this now ſuſpected ſage, 

Sought only what fit means might ſnatch away, 

When victory was ſure, their deſtin'd prey. 

Thus vented their complaints the general hoſt ; 

But of the throng, MAN DURI A's warriors moſt, 

Who thinking that IpoMEN EUS, once more 

Their vengeance meant to *ſcape as heretofore, 

Much, though the Power their efforts render'd vain, 

Strove to cut ſhort the ſenior's flowing ſtrain ; 7-61: AI0 

His ſtrain, which as they fear'd, ſince urg'd ſo well, 

The ardour of their friends might ſerve to quell. 

Thus thought they, and the while on every GREEK 

| Look'd with that diffidence they durſt not ſpeak. 

Theſe new adopted doubts, this growing fear, 

'Scap'd not the watchful ſenior's eye and ear, 

Who, on the ſpot, devis'd a pious fraud, 

Forth ſending as before his voice abroad 

To aggravate their doubts, and peace ſo make 

More e, deſir d, when thus he ſpake. 120 
Orc more, while I addreſs you void of fear, 

* Grant me again, ye chiefs, a liſtening ear : 

But you that of ArRGoLic dames are ſons, 


And in whoſe veins their generous current runs, 


« Particularly 
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C Particularly note, and what 1 ſay 

In the juſt ſcale of patriot virtue weigh. 

That by juſt cauſe provok'd, full well I know 

© MANDURIA is come forth, SALENTUM's foe: 

Nor will I blame their hate: but ſtill, what ſhame | 
That thoſe of one ſole land, one blood, one name, 130 
Since firſt deriv'd from GREECE, a nation found 

In policy not leſs than fight renown'd, 


Should ſtimulate to arms, as now they do, 

The native of this coaſt, a feeble few 

© SALENTUM to lay waſte, and threatening join 

* To ſubjugate a king of their own line. 

To ſubjuzate a king, whom heaven's dread fire, 

« *Venging his Troy, laid waſte with GRECIAN fire, 

Has baniſh'd his own realm, but ſuffer'd here 
Jo ſhelter, and like them new dwellings rear. 140 
* With GrEEK ſhould GREEK combine, a friendly hoſt, 

* Diffuſing thro' each realm that fills this coaſt 
The terror of their name ; but yet abhor, 

On any plea unjuſt, to riſe in war. 

This deed, as now. it ſeems, ye GREEKS, has one 

* Allied to you by nation raſhly done. 
Vet to bleſs'd peace, ſtill obvious lies the way, 
If but the counſels of a friend may ſway. 
* Still hear then while I ſpeak; for yet, my friends, 
Theſe offers, which by me a brother ſends, 50 
| | May 
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May diſſipate your fears, and prove though fate 
* His hand has urg'd to acts betokening hate, 

* That never ſtood he forth a willing foe, 

His greatneſs to erect on your's laid low. 

All cauſes of complaint, how eaſy then 

Jo cancel, and in peace unite agen! 

To compaſs, by heaven's aid, this happy end, 
Will, on the ſpot, myſelf and this my friend, 

* Ourſelves into your hands as pledges throw, 
And to IDoMENEvUS our ſafety owe. 
« This ſaid, to you ManDuRIans ſpeak I now: 
* What ſtrongly ſpurs you on with hoſtile brew, 

« What irritates you moſt, and that I own 

« Not lightly, but with cauſe, 1s this alone : 
The loſs of your defiles, where numerous bands 
« 'To plunder you at will have fix'd their ſtands. 
Say, is not this your plea ? If other cauſe 


our legions to the fight, Ma NnDURIA, draws, 


Exciting to the field, againſt one foe 


such numbers thus in arms, ſpeak you that know. 


To whom replying then, the chief that led 
MaxnpuRIa's army forth advanc'd and faid : 


* By mercy's influence ſway'd, what ſingle deed, 


« Thoſe pitying, whom this war has doom'd to bleed, 
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Have 
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+ Have our MANnDpvuRIAN people left undone, 
Glad, if we could, the act of blood to ſhun ? 
Aſſembled now in arms *tis true we ſtand, 
Impatient to lay waſte this guilty land ; 

But Idomen firſt lit the flame of war, 

Which, truly as hell's gates, our ſouls abhor. 
Oh, people left of heaven! oh, land accurs'd ! 
Oh, nation by HyRcAaNIan tygers nurs'd | 
That anxious to draw down from heaven your fate, 
And of fell furies witneſſing the hate, 

Have forc'd us this dire path of war to tread, 
sole refuge for the oppreſs'd when hope is fled ! 
While in your guilt ſecure, and therefore bold, 
* And meditating inroad, ill you hold 

Theſe cauſes of complaint, theſe armed tow'rs, 
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That ſtrengthen your own land, and menace ours; 
What elſe than ſervitude have we to dread, 
Depending by a line on every head ? 


* A A „ 


Why then not ſatisfied with what we gave, 


A region whoſe long coaſt commands the wave 
Interminably ſtretch'd, and yearly fill'd 
With Ceres? ample gifts, theſe bulwarks build? 


But ceaſe we here at once; for, ſage old man, 


Py * = 
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More wiſdom though you boaſt than others can, 
1 
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Then too, with fraud and guilt your boaſt how fraught, 
That at our hands but friendſhip's ties you ſought! 


200 
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« Men's boſoms to pervade, of theſe our foes, 

« Infidious as they are, it little knows: 

* Knows little, it knows naught—Ourſelves not ſo— 
Of Crerte's refugiate ſons too much we know: 
From their own land, their king as well as they, 
Sure for unheard of vices forc'd away. 
e elocution then no more debaſe, 


By pleading the bad cauſe of ſuch a race ; 


Nor keep us from a war, we only Wage 
That. on a monarch wrecking our juſt rage, 210 


Our offspring may have peace to lateſt times, 


Safe from the noxious influence of his crimes.* 


INDIGNANTLY he ſpoke; and ſpeaking found 
Admiſſion to each heart collected round; 
Infecting which alike, from man to man 
The epidemic rage like lightning ran. 
While in his car, whoſe wheels were clogg'd with gore, 


i And by BELLONA ſwiftly cours'd before, 
il The god of battles flew, rekindling high, 
That flame which in each heart he fear'd would 1 220 


By MENTOR's words ſuppreſs'd, who thus again 
The growing rage diſarm'd with lenient ſtrain, 
What time, beſpeaking thus the furious hoſt, 

All he addreſs'd, but view'd MAN DVURIA molt. 


II 
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Ir only,” he exclaim'd, words breath'd in air 


I brought you, or allur'd with proffers fair, 


Then, with Juſt reaſon on your ſide, I own, 


Might you reje& what I would fain make known ; 
But, ſeeing I propoſe terms ſafe and ſure, 


Terms, which that peace you cheriſh will ſecure, 230 
© You cannot but comply, if you would ceaſe 

From warfare at the firſt faint dawn of peace. 

We two for this bleſt purpoſe then, behold, 

+ Retract not our intent, but Mill are bold 

* To anſwer for the king whoſe cauſe we plead, ; 
And for his truth expoſe ourſelves to bleed. 

If more than this you aſk, with us ſhall join 

« Ten SALENTINES that boaſt a noble line. 

On your part, ſince tis juſt that likewiſe you 

In nought ſhould be exempt from what we do, 240 
As many ſhall Tou give; for warriors know 

© That IpouExN, miſdeem'd a willing foe, 


Sighs ardently for peace, yet wiſhes not 
That his great name ſo far ſhould be forgot, 


* As to forego whatever he holds dear, —= 
From majeſty reduc'd by ſervile fear. i 
* In all, as you have found him, inly brave, 
Peace with you from mean views he cannot crave. 


No, from each fear exempt bebaſing kings, 


* 


He ſues ere to the field his force he brings; 250 
282 | {BO 
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« For if the war muſt rage, &'en now he ſtands 
In ſhining mail equipp'd with all his bands; 
* But arm'd, propoſes peace, and recommends. it | 
A league that of ſtern foes ſhall make faſt friends; - 
* Unalterable friends; friends fix'd and true; 
Friends all of you to him, and him to you. 
Say, would you not be friends in time to come? — 
I fee a kind conſenting eye in ſome, 
A kind conſenting eye, that, ſway'd to yield, 
Already half inclines to leave the field; = 260 
* And in the reſt a wiſh I ſhould go on; 
Bear with me therefore tho? my ſpeech be long, 
And, from all prejudice exempt and free, 
* Yield to a mediator's humble plea. 


* THESE paſles in diſpute unjuſtly then, 
Has IdoMEN uſurp'd, and fill'd with men. 
* Unjuſtly he claims acceſs to your lands, 
As would alike to his, Manpuria's bands. 
« Theſe holds then he will yield, but yield to thoſe 
Of neither part friends only, nor yet foes. 270 
And yet, can this vaſt coaſt one tribe afford 
Not menac'd by IpomENEvs's ſword ? 


Hear me upon this theme wiſe NRSTOR you, 
That with himſelf your breath from ArGos drew; 


A 


And 
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And you PogON TIA likewiſe, join'd as well 
By kindred to the chief you come to quell. 


* 


Yes, ARGIVES are you both, but both now here 


* 


Leagued with SALENTUM's enemies appear. 


Doubt then can never point at you, in ſign 
That to MAN DURILA's foe your hearts incline. 280 


Q 


The guardians of this truſt be therefore you, 


a 


Of that, whence this unhappy war firſt grew, 

And rather hold the ſcale than thus of thoſe 

© Whom chiefly you ſhould love, come forth the foes : 
But imitating heaven, and truly brave, 


Not perſecute to death, but ſtrive to ſave. 
* I ſpeak, and though deep filence reigns around, 
* While to reply in turn, not one is found, 


Yet ſeem you to aſcent, and own how well 


My offices would pleaſe this war to quell, 290 
If truſted o'er and ofer, yet found the ſame, 
* Your confidence again the foe might claim. 


Still hear then my well meant, though feeble ſtrain, 
For not one doubt, I truſt, ſhall long remain. 


* TaursEt hoſtages, theſe ten efficient men 
. Reciprocally pledg'd, ſhall tarry then, 
In token of firm faith on either fide, | 
Till you diſperſe your hoſts quite ſatisfied, | 
+ And 
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And theſe ſtrong holds, TpomeNevs reſigns ; 
For ſhall one ſcruple then affect your minds? 300 
* Remains there to be found amid you, One 
Not pleas'd and to the full when this is done? 
«It 10;- you muſt be ſure in love with fear ; 
For who that by my lips thus ſpeaking hear 
© SALENTUM tender peace, ſhall then accuſe 


His conduct of indign or haughty vie ws?“ 


So ſaying, the conceal'd celeſtial Maid 
Once more, the olive-branch aloft diſplay'd 3 
Diſplay'd it, that the throng might ſee and feel 
Check'd in each heart their overflowing zeal; 5 16 
Diſplay'd it, and her eye divinely bright, 5 | 
Exhibiting unutterable light, 

Forth darted in the a&, at which the hoſts, 
Not one exempt of thoſe their ſeveral coaſts 
Determin'd had ſent forth and fix'd to ſpare 

No infant at the breaſt, but ſtab it there, 
Aſtoniſh'd at the bright celeſtial flame, 

And flaſh that from the goddeſs? eye-balls came, 
Confeſs'd themſelves ſubdued, retaining Rill 
Thoſe accents ſhe had urg'd with heaven-taught ſkill. 320 
Her voice was like thoſe notes which breath'd, when all 


Is horror and affright o'er earth's dark ball, 


When 
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When midnight univerſal reigns around, 
And tempeſts ſweep the plain and vaſt profound, 
The rage of elements at war ſuſpend, 


When by ſuch accents charm'd, no more they rend 4 
Wood, foreſt, mountain, vale, earth, ſea, and air. | 
But beaming from her ſphere, in glory there Do — 1 
Reſplendently renew'd, the queen of night 
Ofer the dark horror ſheds her ſacred light: 330 
Shines too the ſtarry hoſt : the raging main 
Shrinks to its bounds : FE winds their breath reſtrain : 

A countenance ſerene the gloom puts on, 


And with charm'd ſenſe ſeems liſtening to the ſong. 


THE progeny of JovE, heaven's dreadful fire, | 9 
Thus checking a whole hoſt's conflicting ire, 5 4 
Reſiſtleſs as ſhe ſpoke, the throng addreſs'd ; | * 
And though on every fide by men cloſe preſs'd, 

Whoſe javelins through the air terrific gleam'd 
To boldeſt breaſts diſmay, like Bacchus ſeem'd, 340 
When roaming o'er the hills of rocky THRACE 


With tygers in his tram, a ſavage race, ö | 
The indomitable herd, now rendered mild, 1 
His all-atchieving might of will deſpoil'd 
To covet future prey, or ſhake with roar 
Nocturnal the lone plains in queſt of gore; 
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Some linking to his care, with thoſe that drew 

The crouded car along in which he flew ; 

While ſpringing with ſtrong nerves, or bending low, 
Or crouching as to ſeize the proſtrate foe, 

On this ſide and on that the reſt diſplay'd 

Their gambols, and together round him play'd. 
Such, circled by a hoſt wrought up to rage 

As was the godhead then, now ſeem'd the ſage: 
Such, ſoften'd like the tyrants of the wood, 


Innoxious the late furious legions ſtood. 


6 


While the great ſage's perſon ſtanding near, 


PotoNnTIA blotted out a falling tear; 


il | Remembering what long woes himſelf once bore, 
i All ſprung alike from war, on LEMNos' ſhore. 
il While, loſt in the ſurprize and tranſport due 


To MENTOR's wond'rous ſtrain, ſtood NESTOR too; 
Till utter'd all at once, the cry began 
Of «© Peace? from every tongue. Oh wiſe old man 


We yield,” * exclaim'd the throng: * Peace, PEACE, is all 


We covet, and for PEACE, PEACE, PEACE, we call ;* 


Which gaining now at length the diſtant rear, 
Great NEsToOR thus addreſs'd the greater ſeer— 


* SEE fully, and let now thy godlike mind, 
O MENTOR, where with wiſdom worth is join'd, I 


* HESPERIA'S 
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* HESPERIA's various ſons no longer blame, 

As wiſhing to excite war's ruthleſs flame: 

But where is to be found that human breaſt 
For ever holding out, if thus addreſs'd ? 


When art-implanted eloquence, combin'd 795 4 
With heaven-born wiſdom's tongue, inſtructs mankind, 


The turbulence of rage, with ſov'reign balm 


They ſoften, they ſubdue, they ſoothe, they calm. | 
Hence therefore at thy voice, the vengeful ſword 
* Is to its ſheath by all of us reſtor'd. 380 4 


The wrath of thoſe ſtern purpoſes we bore | 


Invincible late thought we now give o'er; | | | 


Take, with glad heart, thoſe terms SaLEnNTUM ſends, 


And tho* come forth as foes, return his friends.” 


He ended, and quick ſtriding from his poſt 
The leader of each band, through all the hoſt, 
Came on, and to the ſeer, with action bland, 
In token of aſſent held out his hand: 
When once more, from the throng and high in air 


Reſounded the loud ſhout, long trembling there; 390 
While ardent to regain SALENTUM's wall, : 
And publiſh the glad tidings there to all, 

That from their fears releas'd, the impriſon'd throng 

Might quit the city's walls, and ruſh along, 

3H Untiring 
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Untiring in her work, the Power conceal'd | 


Preſs'd forward with quick progreſs o'er the field. 


MEANWHILE the chiefs begirt ULyssEs? ſon, 
To whom PyLE's hoary-headed king begun: 
* Dear youth, ſo long fince ſeen, may future time 
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This bud till more expand that marks thy prime, 400 
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And of men's various fates, the ſov'reign lord 
One fairer than thy ſire's ſuch worth afford: 


l The woes of that fam'd chief, alas, how great! 
And are there then no tidings of his fate? 

| Lives he, or lives he not? But wherefore this? 
| Since, or my failing eye difcerns amiſs, 

1 EE Great ITHAcus is here; for ſure I ſee 

Y | The features of the fire renew'd in thee.? 


He ſaid, when with the SALENTINIAN throng, 
Forth iſſuing came IvoMENEvs along. 482 7t 410 


Bur waking to new rage the indignant train, 
Their late reſentment quench'd now feel again. 
When once more thus the ſage, found mighty till 
Whole armies to ſubdue, if ſuch his will :— 


Wu,“ audibly exclaim'd the godlike ſeer, 
„Since IDomeNn ſtands now before you here, 
« 'This union, this firm peace ſo wiſh'd for ſtay ? 
And not with ſuch a work conclude the day ? | 
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A work which heaven's own ear, which heaven's own eye 
Shall witneſs, while the league we ratify. 420 
Our ſuppliance therefore hear with pitying mind, 

Great father of the gods, and human kind, 

And if of thoſe here preſent one ſhall dare 

That holy compact break which now we ſwear, 

Him ſentence while he lives unhappy here, 


« A fugitive to roam in endleſs fear; 

Some horrid end confront, nor hope to find 

* Thoſe ſacred burial rites that ſoothe the mind, 

* When EREBus receives him after death, 
There fated till in anguiſh to draw breath, 4.39 

And cv'ry pang endure of Danavs” brood, 
For execrable hands with blood imbru'd ; 

Or TAnTALUs, who feels inceſſant thirſt ; 
Or Ix1oNn, with his wheel for ever curſt.' | 


He ended, and a peal from eitlrer hoſt 
Rends once more the reverberating coaſt, 
To ev'ry chief the king ſtretch'd forth his hand, 
And ev'ry chief to him through all the band. 
Then riſes on the ſpot a turfy pile, 
For ſacrifice deſign'd ; ; while they the while 
Their mutual compact ſwear, and lowly bow, 


Addrefling to the god each ardent vow, 
3 H 2 By 
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By either part alike ſelected then, 
As hoſtages paſs o'er ten noteful men : 
Of theſe, one decad to the walls are led, 


And with MAN DURITA bide the reſt inſtead. 


Rank'd with theſe laſt was plac'd ULxssEs' ſon, 


But of the number made not MENTOR one: 


With Ipomex, as his great guide to ſtay, 


That by ſuch virtue aw'd from drawing near, 


No flatterer might obtain the monarch's ear. 


AND now the pile is rais'd, SALENTUM' $ | king 
Gives order, and the ſacrifice they bring : 
Twice fifty ſteers, as yet by art unbroke 


To labour the Riff ſoil, and bear the yoke ; 


And following them, of bulls an equal band, | 
The goodlieſt that ere graz'd HrsTERIA“ s land. 


CHRYSENE, prieſt attending Jove's dread fane, 


| Receiving at the pile the victim train, 


With many a purple wreath of flow'rs adorns 


Their budding, or full grown and ſpreading horns. 


Then meditates the wound, they fall, they bleed, 
Till through the outlet life's laſt ſpirits ſpeed. 
When on the altar laid, but ere the flames 


Could in one blaze involve their heaving frames, 
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Him, both the HESPERIANS and MANDURIANS pray, 


450 


460 


The palpitating entrails he inſpects, 
Predicting to the chiefs as heaven directs : 
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Till gathering, by degrees, the flame is ſeen 
With many a forky ſpire and ſpace between, 


When from OLvymevs? hill, a favouring gale 


Jovr round the new rais'd altar bids prevail. 


Blown diverſely, it wings its whirling way 
To north, ſouth, orient point, and ſetting day, 
And wafting from the pile the ſweets found there, 


 Impregnates far and near the roſeate air. 


42 
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MEANTIME, the SALENTINES, combin'd with thoſe 


 ManpuRIa had brought forth, of late their foes, 


Foregoing now all hate, a ſocial train 


With intermix'd diſcourſe o'erſpread the plain. 
Thoſe who had fought at Troy ſo long before, 


Embracing; ſince thus ſafely met once more. 


Theſe, and the reſt late breathing bloody tray, 
Prepar'd to paſs in feaſt the genial day, 


And the full veſſel drain till it's decline, 


With oft repeated draughts of cheering wine. 


THe aſſociate chiefs not ſo. In ſolemn awe 
Collected round the pile, they ſtood, they tfaw 
The facrifice conſume ; and now the ſage, 


Obſerving the pale flame's diminiſh'd rage, 


480 


490 
Thus 
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Thus once again addreſs'd: Ve kings,” he cried, 
* You IDoMEN, and you in arms allied, 
Once rivals for his throne, your ſeparate lands 
* Henceforward ſhall be join'd in friendſhip's bands. 
Wherever men inhabit all their race, 
Heaven meant ſhould be combin'd in one embrace. 
© Woe therefore to that king, whoſe impious hand, 
For glory, ſhall lay waſte another's land, 
4 | + Unconſcious that to every boaſt of fame, 
4 The unſullied and the true, hey quit all claim, 
»Who ſeek it with a mind deprav'd from man, 
And ſunk into brute beaſts, with whom began 
* That diſcord which firſt ſhock'd the golden times ; 
Ere unoffending lands grew vers'd in crimes. 
Then happy, yea, my friends, thrice happy he, 
_ That king, who from ambitions madneſs free, 
His people truly loves, and all his pains 
+ Thinks well rewarded, if their love he gains. 
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Thus therefore act you all; and when the year 
« Thrice circling, ſhall have finiſh'd its career, 510 
Meet ſomewhere in your lands, by friendſhip ſway'd, 
« To ratify anew the league now made ; 


« Invading foes to quell : and laws ordain 


That virtue's cauſe may aid, and vice reſtrain. 
Be only this, dear friends; be firm, be true, 
Be faithful to yourſelves and others too; 


80 
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So ſhall each region round confeſs your fame, 

And tremble when they hear HESsYPRTA's name: 

* Whoſe people free themſelves, with valiant hands, 

Shall from deſpotic rule ſave many lands.“ 520 


TRE gracious ſenior thus; and thus, the ſage, 
Great NEsTOR, hoary grown with threefold age, 


* Tavs ready have we prov'd our hate to cloſe, 


And of SaLENTUM's ſtate no more be foes. 


But wiſeſt of mankind, impart what means 


Are left us to avoid war's ſanguine ſcenes, 


When planted near our own, a tyrant's land 


Threats us for ever with his impious hand ? 


To this laſt queſtion your reply allow : 


No, MENTOR, for the wretch of whom my tongue 

Would, while I ſpeak, the mention gladly ſhun, 

* ADRASTUs is furnam'd, of Daunia king; 

From whom, while he ſurvives, our dread muſt ſpring. 

Diſdainful of the gods, he views with ſcorn 

* Thoſe rights to which mankind's whole race are born, 

* And every neighbour ſtate from day to day 

* Lays waſte, till they are brought to own his ſway. 

Our legions to this place in haſte we led, 

« SALENTUM firſt to conquer, our leſs dread. 540 
Then, 


Yet at IpouEN EUS, I glance not now. 530 
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SALEN TUM, and IdoMENEvs ſubdue. 
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Then, meaning to confront our ſtronger foe, 
And by heaven's aid effect his overthrow. 
Already, while we ſtand debating here, 
His troops range through HesPERIa far and near, 

Already, our ally CRO TON Oo's band ” 

Have in two battles felt his conquering hand, 
Though oftener ſecret fraud, than open force, 5 
Aids the foul tyrant with aſſur'd reſource. 

such, friend, is DAuNxTfA's king, whoſe parts in fine, 

For ruling in men's eyes would brightly ſhine, 550 
« If, with his parts combin'd, did truth alone 

And juſtice, thoſe two ſuns illume his throne. 

If join'd as we are now to ſtop the tide 


Of conqueſt, that has ſwell'd his regal pride, 


Our efforts ſhould not ſpeed, a long adieu 

© freedom, and perhaps life with it too. 

Nor will due cauſe reſult to us alone 

Of triumph in AprasTus? hopes o'erthrown; 

For ſhould we fall, his force will menace too 
560 

For ſafety rous'd to act, haſte, haſte we then, . 

Together let us join, and act like men; 

Let all of us ruſh forth. He ſpoke: the ſun 

Roll'd down heaven's ſteep, its race ere this had run, 

When from the walls not far his ſteps he found, 

For with the other chieftains, thither bound, 
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Already had he left the hoſt behind, 

Their legions to encamp when day declin'd, 

By IpomeNn beſought the feaſt to ſhare 

One night beneath his roofs, and ſlumber there. DE 570 


AND entering now the gate, wide open thrown 
(For of all terror the late cauſe was flown), 
The regal troop paſs on: the dome they reach, 
Too pompous for deſcription's loftieſt ſpeech ; 
The ſplendid hall they gain, and ent'ring find, 
On the full table, meats of ev'ry kind: 
They fit, and the refreſhing banquet ſhare ; 
Loſe all the day's paſt toil, their ſtrength repair ; 
And riſing late at night, as ſweetly cloſe 
Their unreluctant ſenſe in ſoft repoſe. op - 580 


Tuzy ſlumber, and o'er all the liſt'ning plain 
Deep ſolitude, dark night, and filence reign ; 
Each eye is ſunk in ſleep o'er earth's wide face, 
Each weary body claſp'd in her embrace; 
Lodg'd in the boſom of her aweful ſhade, 
Nature takes reſt in all, fave wiſdom's MID, 
Who, from men's wants and nature's weakneſs free, 
Inly revolves great JueiTER's decree : 
The approaching time ſhe views, deſign'd by fate 
To render her lov'd heroe truly great: 590 
| 4-1 | Unconquer'd 


| Buſy amid the far-reſounding din, 
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Unconquer'd in renown ſhe ſees him riſe, 


When the ſtern battle calls forth groans and ſighs : 
But ſlaughter's work once o'er, beholds him then, 
Meck as the. meckeſt child of pitying men, 
The drooping ſoldier raiſe with pious care, 


Tend the ſick bed, and ſoothe the ſuff'rer there: 


His ſire too, ſhe beholds him deeply moan, 


And to enquire his fate explore alone 
The dreary vault beneath of night and death, 


Model for every ſon ſuſpiring breath. - 


His triumph ſhe ſees writ in changeleſs fate, | 


And labouring with a deed auguſt and great, 
Breathes intimation of her ſov'reign will 

To Iris on the bright OLYMP IAN hill, 

Who with a ſun beam's ſwiftneſs moves to bear 


Juxo's great mandate through the realms of air. 


Ir1s obeys, and darting like the wind, 
Leaves a long track of orient light behind ; 
Directing through the realm of upper day, 


From the bleſs'd courts of heaven her ſpeedy way: 


Then cleaving the dark gloom diffus'd around 


Earth's night-envelop'd globe, tow'rds ETNA bound. 


There VuLcaNn's palace ſtands, The god within, 
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By pond'rous hammers caus'd, and ſeated high, 
Urges the cyclops-train their toil to ply; 
While JuriTER's loud bolts and flaming brands 
Inceſſantly increaſe beneath their hands. 


Fair IRIS, to the dome VULcANIan led, 


And forward comes the god, prepar'd to meet 


Heaven's envoy, when each other thus they greet : 


WA circumſtance,” in haſte the godhead cried, 
THAUMANTIAS thus brings down from Juxo's ſide? 
What cares employ her now, what counſels new, 
Which either I may aid or wholly do? 
Speak, therefore, and make known her ſacred will, 
Which inſtant as thou tell will I fulfil.' 


To whom the many-colour'd Map replied : 

* My flight I ſhape *tis true from JoNo's ſide, 630 
But the great meſſage I am charg'd to bear, 

; By PALLAS is preferred, whoſe blooming care 

* To Juxo not leſs dear, ULyssEs? ſon, 

Needs thy immortal aid his race to run; 

Since on the utmoſt edge of fight he ſtands, 

Doom'd to engage ere long with num'rous bands: 

* What therefore to AcHiLLEs once before, 

At TueT1s* prayer, thou deign'dſt on PurvyG1a's ſhore, 
2.12 | Thy 


Not unobſerv'd, draws nigh with fearleſs tread ; 620 
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* Thy liſter likewiſe begs :—the ſhining mail, 
* Impenetrant when mortal arms aſſail, 640 
If this thou but vouchſafe, well pleas'd I ſtay 
Till the great work be done, then ſhape my way 
SALENTUM's coaſt to pair, and finiſh there 
What farther of her will in charge I bear.” 


PERSUASIVELY ſhe ſpoke; for ene. ods the god 
To his ſurrounding train imparts the nod : 
Obſerving him, the train commence their toil 


(Vor cx not ſolely looking on the while): 


They gather round the forge; the work is plied, 


Jove's bolts, neglected now, are laid aſide; | 650 
Freſh fuel they apply the flame to raiſe, | 
The ſudden blaſt they breathe that wakes the blaze; 


_ mounts, and mounting yields a horrid ſight, 
Forms dreadful that mens ſouls would chill with fright : 
Giants of ſqualid figure, CycLoes dire, 


Huge afpects, the relentlefs ſons of fire, 
Poſſeſſing but one eye, with fearful glare, 
Fix'd deeply in the front, and rolling there. 


Forth flows the boiling ore, gold, braſs, and ſteel, 


And furiouſly their hammers round they deal; 660 
While into form emerging from the flame, 
Caſque, mail, and helmet come, a ſhining frame ! 

Obſerving 
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Obſerving their great work, the god ſtands by, 

And iſſues forth commands with ſtudious eye, 

Flow here, he cries, * of gold a copious ſtore ; 

* There likewiſe the hard braſs abundant pour : 

* With well attemper'd ſteel the joints defend, 

© And let the work your heavenly art commend.” 

He ſaid, and at the word a brilliant flame 

From the bright panoply on all ſides came, 670 
And at each point beheld, the flaſh it gave 
Dazzled with beaming ſplendours the wide cave. 


BuT now, a nobler work the god deſign'd ;. 
A deed: important filPd his mighty mind. 
To execute the ſhield, himſelf prepares, 
His ſingle hand the glorious ſhield declares. 
Daughters of Jove, that animate the ſong, 
Roll through my breaſt a larger tide along, 
Till with your facred ſcience it o'erflow, 


That the great labour ev'ry land may know. 680 


Or braſs CokixTHlAx firſt, a triple fold, 
Three pureſt filver, and three ſhining gold, 
Form'd the large ſurface, and with art divine 
Wav'd a broad zone within the exterior line: 
Unutterably bright the centre ſhone, 

Powder'd with gems, or ſeem'd another ſun ; 


Whence 
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| Whence iſſuing in relief, the god's great hand 
Six radiating lines twice number'd plann'd. 
Diverging to the brim, while plac'd between 
Each left and dexter bound, a ſpace was ſeen 
With wond'rous art emboſs'd, and ſix twice told 


Compartments, that fill'd up the glowing mold. 


FirsT in perſpective roſe, an infant ſtate, 
Scarce founded, nor by time yet render'd great; 
Cloſe by whoſe walls, ſtood PALLAS, and the god 
Whoſe hand controuls the wave with iron rod, 
Conteſting the great palm, the matchleſs fame 
Of giving the new ſtate a future name. 
Aſſerting his pretence, with mighty hand 
The trident-bearing god firſt ſmites the ſtrand, 
And emblem of dire war, a neighing ſteed 
Sprung from beneath like thoſe of Tux ALAN breed, 
That walk'd not, but with many an agile bound, 
| Scarce ſeem'd, as he advanc'd, to paw the ground. 


Such offer meant the god. Not PALLAS ſo; 
An olive-branch ſhe held with graceful ſhow; 
And wav'd it, while the full the ripen'd fruit 
Fed with rich ſap ſo lately from the root, 
Exhibited peace, plenty, a free ſtate, 


With all things that a realm makes bleſs'd and great. 


BOOK XI. 


* 


BOOK xi. TELE MACH VUsS. 


By gratitude taught words, the admiring throng 
Her hallow'd gift receive, attune the ſong, 
Build altars to her praiſe, before her fall, 

And ATHENS, from her name, the city call. 


Poss Ess IN the next ſpace, proud Ar HENs' ſtate 


Roſe, now complete by time, and truly great. 
In beauteous ſculpture ſhine her crowded fanes, 
Where worſhippers o'erflow, whoſe ſolemn ſtrains 
Inceſſantly record the goddeſs” praiſe, 
That gave their ſongs to breathe their fires to blaze. 
Peace reigns in every part. Here, judges hold 
strict ſeſſion on offence, and frown in gold ; 
There, ſenators inſpir'd with ſacred zeal, 

Meet in cloſe conſult for their country's weal. 
To tarniſh the great work, no traitor draws 
His blood-polluted ſteel in treaſon's cauſe ; 

But when ArHENA's warriors lift the ſword, 
Aſſiſtance to diſtreſs her gods afford, 
Inſpiriting the throng, that ſmile to ſee 

Realms, by their aid, from tyrant-pow'r ſet tree. 


9 city, the third quarter plac'd in vie w, 

That ravag'd by fierce war its place ſcarce knew: 
Of deſolate old men, a wretched throng, | 
Each wringing his ſhrunk hands mov'd ſlowly on, 
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And ſcem'd as he would ſay, Such MARs thy boaſts ! 
Towns ſwept away at once, and ruin'd coaſts 1“ 
While oppoſite, appear'd the blue ey'd Main, 

Who, ſtretching her broad plumes with ample ſhade, 
The frighten'd arts conven'd, a tender band 

Of children that were flying War's red hand. 740 
In filver theſe were caſt: the raging god 
Strode in hard ſteel, and ſteel too was his rod. 

| Reſembling ſome fierce wolf that render'd bold 

By famine's cruel pangs, hath leap'd the fold, 

He ſtrews the ground with death, he ſwims in blood, 
Tears the pale fleſh, and ſwills the purple flood. 


ARACHNE, thy ſad change, unhappy maid, 

In the fourth ſpace appear'd at large diſplay'd. 
MINERVA here confounds the nymph's raſh pride, 
That ſure to be outdone, her {kill defied. 

For pity ſtretch'd in vain, with trembling hands, 
Acknowledging her crime, ARacune ſtands ; 
While from the goddeſs? arm her ſhuttle thrown, 
Makes the offender's crime and fate both known ; 
For doom'd the eternal labour ſtill to ply, 

And never her deſtructive art lay by, 

Her well form'd limbs are chang'd ; her ſhrivelled frame 


Its beauteous ſize contracts, no more the ſame, 


And 
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And ſpider-like her foe ſhe ſeems to ſhun, 
Deſcending by the line herſelf firſt ſpun. 760 


Nexr, filling the fifth plane, defil'd with blood, 
Roll S1Mors and the broad Scamanper's flood. 
Inflam'd with ſtedfaſt hate and deadly rage, 
Unequal war with TROY the GRRCIANS wage: 
High over head appalling thunders roll | 
Obedient to the god, from pole to pole : 

A portion he inſpires of heavenly flame, 

And animates anew great HecTor's frame. 

The formidable chief ſtrides on before, 


And' with promiſcuous carnage ſtrews the ſhore. 770 


There fly the GRECIAN hoſt, or trembling Here 
Hide their inglorious heads, and pant for fear, 
Till mourning her brave chiefs, Minerva's might 
Rekindles the expiring flame of fight; 
Encourages the hoſt with voice divine, 

And once more bids the unequal battles join. 

But chief Ur ysses fires. In arms again 

He riſes, and revives the drooping train ; 

Forth furiouſly impell'd he drives along, 


And almoſt ſeems a god amid the throng. 


| Is the fixth ſpace appear'd a piteous fight ; 
Txoy levelled with her ſhore in one ſhort night: 
= 
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Sleep lull'd her city, while the filver ſcene, 
Exhibited night's ſtar with beams ſerene, 

Wide o'er the city pouring down her blaze, 

And lighting the deſtroyers ſeveral ways; 


For oppoſite in view, and op'ning wide 

The portal in its ſtrong well textur'd fide, 

The fatal horſe was ſeen, whoſe ſpacious womb 
A band of chiefs pour'd out to ſeal its doom. 
Great NEoyr TOLEMUS, ACHILLES? ſon, 

With others, and ULyssEs theſe among : 

In bands they ruſh along, involving all, 


And in one ruin domes and bulwarks fall. 


THE triumphs of her arm once more to tell, 

And-by her might in heaven how many fell, 
The god, in the next ſpace, had mark'd thoſe plains 
Where everlaſting peace and concord reigns, 
Save only, as here ſhown, what time the crew 
Of giants, that their birth from TITAN drew, 
OLymPvs? ſummits ſcal'd, aſſum'd their ſtands, 
Each brandiſhing aloft his hundred hands, 
And with audacious rage, but greater pride, 
The omnipotence itſelf of Jove defied : 
But PALLAs, that beſide him took her ſtand, 

- Beaming refulgent at his great right hand, 
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By ſage advice beſtow'd, both him and all 

Heav'ns congregated hoſts preſerv'd from thrall, 

When his uplifted arm and pow'rful hand | 

Smote with reſiſtleſs ſtrength their daring band, 310 
Ten thouſand thouſand fathoms down they ruſh'd, 

And their huge frames the weight of mountains cruſh'd. 

Heap'd upward on the ſhield its mimic ore. 

Heav'd almoſt as does ſtill the trembling ſhore ; 

Where buried they lie fix'd in fetters bound, 

And ſtruggling to be free, convulſe the ground. 


Wirk the great form of Hercures, Jove's ſon, 

Then deathleſs, the ſhield's eighth compartment ſhone : 
Exhibiting the chief, as once, ere time 

Had ripen'd into man his early prime, 820 
Abſorb'd he ſtood in thought, while VIR TVE ſent 
By heaven's dread king, on higheſt errand bent, 

And PLEASURE from beneath, the chief to bind, 

| Acceptance at his hand both ſtrove to find. 

The ſtraight aſcending path, and arduous road, 

Conducting to her bow'r, meek VIX TVE ſhow'd: 

Not PLEasURE's greeting ſuch. The broad ſlope way 

She pointed out, where numbers love to ſtray ; 

Yet VIx Tun having ſpoke, the chief not long 

Liſtens with patience to the other's ſong, — 28 
3K 2 | But 


436 TELEMACHUS. 


But ſcorning PLeasuae's lay and ſhameleſs charms, 


Claſps all-laborious VIxR T uE with glad arms; 
In recompence, by heaven decreed to find, 
How much her very toils rejoice the mind. 


SICILIAN EN NA next, a dreary waſte | 
Uncultivate and wild, the godhead trac'd : | 
No yellow fields of corn, no lively green, 
No ruddy-colour'd grape adorn'd the ſcene ; 
No food, except wild fruit, and beaſts of prey 
Chas'd painful the long ſultry ſummer's day, 
Made glad the ſavage band, *till Ceres came, 
Sole preſident at boards, unknowing blame, 
As never cauſing men life's flood to drain, 
Or fatten on the bleeding creature's pain : 
In verdant robes array'd, with chearful mein, 
Aſſembling the rude hoſt, was CERES ſeen, 
Who taught them to correct the ſtubborn ſoil, | 
| And ſoften the Riff glebe with virtuous toil. 
Preſenting, with kind hand, the ſharing plough, 
Beeves coupled to their yoke ſhe bade them bow. 
Attentive to her voice, the throng obey, 
And furrow with deep tracks the extended way : 
Their induſtry, their pains, their care is ſhown 
With unabated ſkill ; while life alone 
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Seems wanting to complete the godlike mold 
And promiſe of the year, that ſprings in gold. 


Far different the next ſpace : there widely crown? 4 
With harveſts, a rich crop, was Exxa found: 


Here ſheaves conceal'd the earth: the ſweating train 


Here urg'd their common toil, and cropp'd the grain: 860 


Here labour'd the ſharp ſcythe, while paſſive ſteel 


Through the whole realm ſupplied no murderer's zeal. 


Thus ſhew'd the beauteous Area in each part, 
Well imag'd NATURE with VULcAaNIan art: 
And covering the tall range of mountains round, 


Grapes without number hid the glowing ground, 


Pour'd down whoſe ſides, fit theme for heaven-born ſong, 


Streams of heart gladdening Bacchus roll'd along. 


Ix order next appear'd, with flow'rets crown'd, 


And in white robes, of nymphs a num'rous round : 870 


A river, with ſlant courſe and flow ſerene, 

Meandering through the mead was likewiſe ſeen : 

Near which, in all the pride of leaf array'd, 

Groves planted on each bank held forth their ſhade. 

Pan breath'd on the ſoft flute, and ſuch his lay, 

Attracting the whole land to hear him play 

In concert the briſk Fauns and Satyrs ſped, 

And danc'd to the light air with meaſur'd tread. 

His 
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His frame too, ſhow'd the god, whoſe brows are bound 
With ivy, and with grapes his right hand crown'd, 800 
While on his left his weight the Tuvxsus bore ; 
Celeſtial was the bloom of youth he wore : 

Soft, languiſhing, and kind, as ſhone the god 


To ARIADNE once, what time ſhe trod 
A ſolitary coaſt, in ſorrow drown'd, 


And roaming without hope the region round. 


| ApoRNING the laſt ſpace, appear'd a crowd 
Of venerable men abas'd and bow'd 
With age's weight to earth, that paſs'd along 15 
The firſtling of their flock, with praiſe and ſong, 890 
To offer on his fane, whoſe genial beam 
Their ſpringing fields had bleſs'd, and was their theme: 
Of ruſtics in their prime at cloſe of day, 
Each ſhaping o'er the field his homeward way, 
Impatient his fond ſpouſe to meet when there, 
That in her arms he might forego all care: 
And of the ſofter ſex, come forth at night 
To ſee if their good men were ſtill in ſight. 
Peace o'er the ſcene and joy in union reign'd ; 
Fair portrait, by no ſcene of guilt prophan'd ! 900 
Inimical no more, or fierce of mein, 


But feeding with the flocks the wolf was ſeen; 
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The tyrant of the wood, now led along 
At evening by a child amid the throng, 
Strange to relate, but ſtranger to behold, 
Walk'd by the lamb, and hous'd among the fold. 


Tarvs finiſh'd : the illuſtrious ſhield and mail, 

Heaven's meſſenger re egeives, prepar d to ſcale, 

Aſcending in her courſe, the expanſe again, 

And ſeek the SALENTINIAN diſtant plain. 910 
With progreſs ſwift as thought, ſhe ſhapes her fight, 

| While from the radiant arms, a ſtream of light 

Hlumines. all the air; till come where lies 

SALENTUM hid in night from mortal eyes, 

Deſcending ſhe proceeds, where largely ſtor'd 

Of glittering arms, is rang'd a ready hoard ; 

And flinging back at once the brazen gate, 

Depoſits with the reſt her ſhining freight ; 

That, when with light relumining earth's face, 

Forth ITHacvus ſhould fare, to run his race _ 920 
Of public glory mark'd as Jove decreed, 
And IpoMEN's ſmall band to battle lead, 

The habiliments, as HE who governs all 

Had ordered ſhould be done, his lot might fall, 

And no. belief enſue that what he wore 5 

By heavenly hands were forg'd and proof all o'er. 

| Bae This 
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This duty ſhe perform'd; then back her way 
Remeaſur'd from the city walls ere day, 
MaxpuRIa's camp to gain, and finiſh there 


Of PaLLas' charge aſſign'd the remnant care. 930 


Axp having wing'd her way, the tent ſhe found 
Where Irnacus in ſlumber preſs'd the ground: 
When with ſoft whiſpers, Ix Is thus began: 
| * Oh favour'd of the gods, thrice happy man, 
Great IT HñAcus' great ſon, attend and weigh 
© What, leaving the bright realm of endleſs day, 
| At PALLas will I bear, whoſe mighty mind 
l Wills thou ſhalt riſe in fame among mankind. 
Hear therefore and obey: The time draws near 
In virtue to employ thy ſword and ſpear; 940 
« Safe in her aid go forth then, and be ſtrong, 
Though dangers through the war thy footſteps throng. 
But in the midſt of battles, and when firſt | 
* 'The enemy thine arm ſhall have diſpers'd ; 
« Undauntedly the realm of death explore, \ 
« ULvyssEs? fate to learn on PLuTo's ſhore : 
This do, and by heaven's aid vouchfat'd thee, thrive; 
That whether thy great father ſtill furvive, 
Or buried lie beneath, or whether thou 


« Succeſsful or unbleſt dire& thy vow 95 


In 
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In ſuppliance for return, thy throne or grave, 
May to mankind proclaim thee greatly brave.“ 


Sur ſpoke, and cutting ſhort all further ſtay, 5 


For in the Eaſt now gleam'd returning day, 
Turn'd adverſe, and in air diffoly'd away. 


END OF BOOK XI. 
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© ADVENTURES. 
TELEMACHUS. 


AN EPIC POEM. 


_ 
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ARGUMENT. 


The Departure of TELEMACRHUsS from Sal EX TUN with the allied 
Army, and the Counſel given him by MENTOR. The Intrigues 
| concerted by PROTESILAS. The Hiftory of PRHILOCLES, the 
Attempt to murder him, together with the voluntary Exile of 
this lat to SAMos. ES ED 


Now glow'd the broad expanſe with ſacred light, 


And weſtward ſwiftly poſting fled the night: 

With ſtrength renew'd by ſleep, the buſy train 

Their labours round the wall aſſume again : 
The 
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The PARIAN ſtone they hew, or ſave their pains 
Hanging unwieldy weights in groaning cranes ; 
While from a thouſand arms the hammer's ſound, 


And mallet's frequent ſtroke, -the walls reſound. 


Tae aſſociate kings come forth, and, wondering, view 
Each labour thus purſued the city through, 10 
Aſtoniſh'd that it's king, ſince landing there, 
Could have found time for works that aſk'd ſuch care; 
And when the few that with him came along 


A warfare had maintain'd with foes ſo ſtrong. 


Tnus mus'd they, and conceiv'd that peace now made 
With one of ſuch great ſtrength their arms to aid, 
Invincible muſt prove the aſſociate hoſt 
Embattled againſt thoſe of Davunta's coaſt. 

This, ſpeaking for the reſt, ſage PyLE declares, 
That IvoMEn may add his force to theirs. 20 
The overture thus made, his regal friend 
Implicitly admits, well pleas'd to ſend 
His forces to the field, and aid their cauſe, 
HESPERIA“'s realm protect, and ſhield her laws. 
But knowing to what point an infant ſtate 
Is weaken'd by its efforts to ſeem great, 
. Grave 


444 TELEMACHUS. BOOK Xt, 


Grave MENTOR, in fit time, while ev'ry eye 
Contemplated the works and workmen nigh, 
Took IDoMEN apart, and thus, with tone 
Well ſuited to his thoughts, thoſe thoughts made known. 30 
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* GREAT monarch,” he began, at length you ſee 


—— 


— 


SALENTUM from each ill by us ſet free; 


—— -— 
DEI 


* SALENTUM, Whoſe renown and being too 
* Muſt for the time to come depend on you. 


. — ——ä—— — — * * 
— 2 — — . —— 22 


* That pond' ring, hear me ſtill with patient mind, 
Tho' in my beech no flattering ſtrain you find: 
While NesToR, and the chiefs on ev'ry fide, 
80 laviſhly extoll'd SaLENTUM'S pride, 

* Your raſhneſ5—tho* that word your alter'd look 
Informs me you yet know not how to brook— 


« Your raſhneſs, I repeat, I blam'd alone 


« Your raſhneſs in that pride too plainly ſhown : 

* Pronouncing. the hard term all elſe ſave me, 
Might I acknowledge, have been judg'd too free; 
Bear then with e, and ſhow you think it meet 


That in your ear one man ſhould truth repeat.“ 


Tus MENTor with ſage voice; and thus exclaim'd 
IvomENEUs, whom his firſt warmth now ſham'd, 
See, MENTOR, what enfues from flattery's tongue! 
« And by its bane how monarchs are undone ! 50 


My 
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« My empire thus reſtored, and fix'd anew, 
« I cannot but confeſs I owe to you; 


* 


Yet hardly could I lend a patient ear, 
* Conceiving that one word ſeem'd too ſevere. 


But with compaſſion view a wretched king, 


* 


Who ſince he ſaw his empire firſt begin, 


a 


Never, till this bleſt ſeaſon, ſaving you, 
Met with one man deſirous to be true. 

* Yes—one, to my confuſion I muſt own, | 
No ſentenced by the crew that girt my throne, 60 


And ſtill uſurp their place, to live in pain 


Far hence, compell'd by toil life's means to gain.“ 


THE monarch deeply ſigh'd; the godlike man 
Benevolent gave ear, then thus began : 


* IndEED !—But put we off awhile that crime 


For matter that more ſuits the preſent time. 
Your treatment of that one calls out for blame ; 
Tho' pardon me once more ſo harſh a name; 


For could I to vile flattery condeſcend, 


* 


Or wholeſome truths conceal, and be your friend ? 70 


In truth then, and truth only, will I deal, 


N 


Expreſſing what I think, what ſee, what feel. 
If, therefore, a long train of treacherous friends 


Have urg'd you, thro' baſe means, to worthleſs ends, 
* Yourſelf 
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* Yourlelt have to yourſelf occaſion'd all, 

* And almoſt here brought on your ſecond fall ; 

* For during your whole reign, what virtuous man, 

selected from the crowd to aid your plan 

Ot governing with law, has ſhar'd your truſt ? 

What flatterer been diſmiſs'd for praiſe unjuſt ? 1/00 
* What anſwer to theſe queſtions ?—What but none 

* All bid by virtue have you left undone. 


Vet ſuch inveſtigation ſtay we here; 


« Nor with vain queſtions longer perſevere ; 
But better be employ'd to find if he, 
Who hitherto has fear'd becoming tree, 
Has fortitude enough ſill left to own 


Truth has found out the means to reach his throne, 


* Truth, that accuſes now in terms moſt ſtrong 


His folly, his offence, and love of wrong. 90 


« THis ſplendour then, once urg'd, I urge again, 
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« Muſt, if not check'd, in future prove your bane. 


* 


When as of late, without, ſuch num'rous foes 


* 


To gird you with their ſiege in union roſe, 


- * 


, Why waſte within your force in works of pride, 
In walls of ſuch expence and ſpread ſo wide? 
That circumſtance alone your breaſt has coſt 


The unquiet nights it felt, when, fancy-toſt, 
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A 


By various thoughts at once from pain to pain, 
That ſleep you would have found you ſought in vain.” 100 
Yes, IpoukN, for while your only care 
Has been exerted to diſplay ſuch glare, 

Thoſe points you have deſpiſed that tend alone 
To proſper a king's reign and fix his throne ; 
By cultivation's arts, with healthful toil 
Inceſſantly purſu'd, to mend the foil ; 

Nor population leſs through all the land 

By ev'ry means promote with foſtering hand : 
To aggrandize in fame an infant ſtate, 

In wealth to make it ſhine, in arms be great, 110 
Peace ſhould at firſt her olive branch long wave, 

While war, in ev'ry ſtate of arts the grave, 

With its wide waſting ſtride, and giant roar, 

Intrudes not to affright the trembling ſhore : 

For monarchs who command a wide ſtretch'd plain, 

Not therefore are renown'd thro' their domain; 

But riſe in fame and wealth from what earth's womb 
Abundantly pours forth when harveſts bloom. 

Your land then truly great and rich to make, 

Each method taught by wiſdom henceforth take, 120 


And confidently hope that greater fame, 


Felicity, and wealth will crown your name 


« Than 
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* Than conquerors can poſſeſs, who ſpeed with joy 
Whole regions to lay waſte, and man deſtroy.” 


* How ſhall I then,” in turn the monarch ſpoke, 
My promiſe to theſe kings late pledg'd revoke ? 
Of agriculture's means I never thought, 
Nor by ſuch mode to raiſe my glory ſought. 
This city to conſtruct, and nothing ſpare 


* Tending to ſhew and pomp, was all my care. 130 
Muſt I then own my weakneſs? Muſt this be? 
And Ipomen ſurvive that day to ſee ? 


If you adviſe ſuch ſtep, let aught enſue 

And at each riſque I mean the deed to do; 

For taught by your wiſe precepts, now I know 

* That king is not alone in title ſo, 

But truly and in fact, whoſe boſom glows 

« With ardour to effect his land's repoſe, 

* And at his own expence, with ſacred zeal, 

* Untiringly promotes the public weal.“ 140 


© THERE," quick exclaim'd the friend, There Mixos? ſon, 
« Illuſtrious as the ſage from whom he ſprung, | 
Did utter forth a voice! There ſpoke the king, | 
Born to protect his land with ſheltering wing! | 
But truſt me, when I promiſe that no ſhame 
As fruit of my advice ſhall blot your name. 


« Leave 
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Leave then this meditated act to me; 

And from all apprehenſion ſtand you free : 
Theſe kings, when we rejoin them, will I tell 
Your promiſe you deſign to keep full well, 
And all the force you can with theirs combine, 


Tho? ſmall muſt be the band you have to join, 


* 


* 


* 


* 


A 


* 


As having pledg'd your word to fix again 
ULYSSES in his ſeat of lawful reign ; 


. 


Or if ere this ULyssEs be deceas'd, 


* 


For the ſame purpoſe aid the ſon at leaſt. 


* 


This hearing, and aware what large ſupplies 


A 


Muſt join in ſuch an arduous enterprize, 
Not one will be diſpleas'd, ſo much I dare 
In favour of your brother kings declare, 
But gladly when you part, accept a band 


* 


A 


Suited in number to your yet weak land.” 


WirTHn tranſport in his eye, like one but now 
Ready beneath a mountain's weight to bow, 
And bright'ning into joy, the king replied : 
Dear monitor, my name you fave,” he cried; 


* You fave it from ſure wreck; nor mine alone, 


* SALENTUM'S too you fave, and fave my throne, 


449 


150 


160 


Whoſe ſtrength was never great: but ſay, my friend, 


On what pretext alledge I mean to ſend 
3M 


170 
* 'Tow'rds 
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Tow'rds IT HAc A theſe aids, when here, you know, 


TEeLEMACHUS muſt ſtay with our late foe ?? 


Js queſtioning, the king; and thus the ſage: 
Fear nothing, fince for all myſelf engage; 
And thus I plan the means, which, paſt all doubt, 
Heav'n on the ſpot inſpires me to point out. 
Your fleet diſpatch'd to trade with ſuch as dwell 
In As1a, and on Evroee's coaſts as well, 
Shall fail from port to port, from land to land, 
But viſit firſt of all EpiRus' ſtrand, ; | 180 
ULyssEs? fate to learn, and find if ſtill 
The patient heroe live preſerv'd from ill: 
For ſhould he live, I judge his ruling ftar 
Has thrown his ſhatter'd veſſel thence not far, 
Where bound by either ſhore, the chafing main 
From ITaLy cuts off AcHAIA's plain; 
Since lately it was told, nor ſeem'd that tale 
Such as of credit when made known might fail, 
That in Punx AC TA's hoſpitable court, 
The chief had found protection and ſupport. 195 
But grant that by the righteous gods no more 
"Tis given him to regain his native ſhore, 
Yet thither, as his brother-king and friend, 
A well appointed force of veſſels ſend, 
; And 


Leagu'd with them to the Daunian war could ſend. 
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And much will it avail, when all is done, 
A ſervice of great price to yield the ſon. 
For thus along the coaſt in ev'ry land 


Near ITyaca, promulg'd from PiRus' ſtrand, 
And ITHACA itſelf, would then be ſpread ESR j 


— 


* The terror of that chief imagin'd dead: 200 þ 
* While ſtill, improv'd in arms, and throwing here, 


Conſorted in your cauſe the miſſive ſpear, — 
* TELEMACHUS, With thanks that know no end, | 
Shall for ſuch benefits repay his friend.” 


Ar this their converſe ceas'd : the regal train 
Still gazing on the works they join again, 
Whom MN TOR gives to know, what aid his friend 


The aſſociate kings, approving his intent, 

What he propoſed accept with one conſent ; 219 
Young Irnackxs ius, and a band complete, 

Refugiate with their king from forfeit CRE TE; 

Ten decads its amount. This cohort ſend,” 


So counſel'd ere they join'd the prudent friend, | N 
In peace the waſte of war ſhould kings repair, hy 


Promoting eaſe and reſt with all their care: 


But ſend in foreign realms, the war to wage, 


© Thoſe who moſt glow with emulation's rage, 
3M 2 * And 
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And boaſt a noble birth, leſt ſlothful eaſe 
0 Should, from long uſe, have too much power to pleaſe. 220 
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'Tats finiſh'd ; for their march the chiefs prepare, 
So greatly did the war engroſs their care. 
At Ipoux's command, the accepted aid 
Forth iſſue on the plain, in arms array'd : 
Then following was next ſeen the mail divine, 
By Vor cAx's ſcience wrought in EN A's mine, he 
Which, to the youth unknown, had PALLAs“ care 
Provided for her chief in fight to wear. 


Bur making a ſhort pauſe, while they of GREECE 

To IDoMEN renew their vows of peace, 2.30 
TELEMAC Hus beſpeaks the careful ſage, 

While paſſions in his breaſt ſharp conflict wage: 

And muſt we,” cried the youth, in grief of heart, 

« Conſtraint to be deplor'd ! muſt, muſt we part! 

« *Tis true I may remain ; while if I go, 
+ Tis to the field of fight were laurels grow ; 

* But my ſole thought on ſuch a diſmal day 


Is, that from friendſhip I am torn away. 


Oh murderer of my hopes! Methinks I ſee 


Once more return'd that fatal time to me, 240 


When, with ſtrong ſuit ſolicited in vain 


Some pity to vouchſafe on EcyeT's plain, 


Dire 
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Dire villains from my claſp its treaſure tore, 
* And my good friend to diſtant — bore.” 


HE ceas'd; and has the ſage: My ſon behold 
A different parting now and be conſol'd : 
For not of Ecvyer the remembrance here 
Should your foreboding boſom fill with fear. 
We ſunder on this coaſt as there tis true ; 
Vet not for ever now is our adieu. e 
* Meanwhile be happy in the thought, dear ſon, 
4 That conqueſt's bright career you go to run : 
© Let that uphold your hopes; let that, in fine, 
Inſtruct you to fulfil Jove's great deſign, 
For to whatever point my life extend, 
* You cannot have me always for a friend : 
Man breathes but for a time. This weakneſs then 
Reject, if you would rank with valiant men, 
While they revolve your deeds, and wond'ring view 
Not MENTOR but yourſelf in what you do.“ 260 


— 


S8o ſaying, the great deity conceal'd 
Extended o'er her chief Jove's ample ſhield, 
Infuſing from above through all his frame 
Bold fortitude, precaution, wiſdom's flame, 
True valour, and calm forethought found ſo rare 


Together in one mind, and growing there. 
Then 
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Then thus; but as 'till now conceal'd, ſo ſtill, 
While ſhe adjur'd him to perform Jove's will: 


0 


* 


6 


In awe alone of heaven, undaunted dare, 


Mix in the fight, and be unſhaken there, 


If your fair fame's ſupport among mankind 


Require you to diſplay a valiant mind; 

But, if no need compel, beware, my ſon, 
And what you may avoid be wiſe and ſhun; 
Remembering, that if only bold and brave, 
All perils you confront, and ſeek a grave, 
Heav'ns firſt beſt gift to man you throw away, 
And lift up a raſh hand yourſelf to ſlay. 

Be cautious then, dear ſon ; be well aware 
Of ſeeking ſuch renown as heroes ſhare 

With eagerneſs too great, and know what way 
Lies openeſt to obtain the well fought day. 


But of my counſel, though well meant, no more ; 


Or, in your ear this one if I may pour, 


From envy keep aloof, that baneful thing 


Of undeſerving hearts the inceſſant ſting ; 
But happy to applaud the good you find, 3 
With comments on the bad ne'er feaſt your mind. 


8711LL further to be lov'd, take heed, my ſon, 


How confident in mind and loud of tongue, 


290 
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Deciſively you ſpeak thoſe chiefs before, 

* That older than yourſelf of men know more. 
But diffident attend to what they fay, 

* And their advice, as that of wiſdom, weigh : 
Let to a ſnare adverting more than all; 

A ſnare into whoſe toil the wiſeſt fall; 

Shun this, as you would flee the gates of hell, 
* And your whole heart to Certain never tell ; 
To Certain in the camp; nor need I name 

* Thoſe whom their deeds the ſycophant proclaim. 
* Communication ſhun with ſuch as theſe, 

If what the chiefs may do your ſenſe diſpleaſe, 
And when the war is o'er, with ſpeedy way 
To IdoMEN come back; for here 1 ſtay 
To rectify thoſe wrongs through flatt'ry's bane, 
Done by his hand ſince here he fix'd his reign.” 


REFRAINING then no more, the youth begun 
At IpouEN to carp with cenſuring tongue: 
But thus the ſage once more: And are you then, 
* TELEMACHUS, ſurpris'd that Kings are men ? 
No luxury of ſenſe, no pomp, no pride, 
Has to his ſoul IDouEN EUS denied: 
But where is to be found that man whoſe heart 


So long could have perform'd his gen'rous part? 


* 
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But granting you deſign, dear ſon, to ſay 


Would he at preſent hide ; and never reign'd 


Such is a monarch's fate; and ſuch, my ſon, 


Will you from ſad experience find your own. 


Tur, too, the eternal diſcontent of man, 


I mourn alas his fate, much more than blame 


That conduct which till now has dimm'd his Fad 


IpoMENEUs well pleas'd has gone aſtray, 
Inveigled by the herd that girt his throne, 
With flattery ill withſtood though fully known, 
The charge I muſt admit: but know, my ſon, 
That not one error Ipo MEN has done 


320 


The monarch who, heaven-taught, juſt ſway maintain'd, 
And with no crimes debas'd his regal ſeat. — | 
Reign'd ſo even MINos, who firſt govern'd CRETE? 
A king that cannot by himſelf do all, 

And therefore muſt for aid on others call, 

Can hardly throw them off, howe'er it ſeem 

Their ſervice be unjuſt, or ſo he deem. YO 
Ere o'er your head a few ſhort years be run, 


When, on your ſire's deceaſe, you mount his throne, 


What fathom line can ſound, what meaſure ſcan | 
To day men void of mercy ſhall we hear 


Paſs ſentence upon kings with note ſevere, 


BOOK XII, TELEMACHUS. 


437 


For grieyous faults, they cry, tho' ſure as day 


. Night follows, or deſert (like envy) they, - 340 


If JorirER to them one ſingle hour 
Gave only to diſpenſe imperial power, 


« 'To-morrow they would rule more lawleſs far, 


All acceſs to their land's complaining bar, 


* And, not to name ſmall faults, a& daring crimes, 


« 


Blacker than thoſe they tax a thouſand times : 


Ves; ſo it is, dear ſon: the good, the juſt, 


When wicked men diſcharge the kingly truſt, 


a 


* 


* 


* 


Ne'er in lamentings join the common crowd, 
Or at their ſovereign rail malign and loud; 350 


But diſtantly remov'd from courts and tate 


Endeavour to avert their country's fate, 
By fervent vows to heaven and fervent prayer, 
Sure as they are of gaining audience there.” 


He ſpoke, and would have ceas'd ; but anxious ſtill 


With precepts ſo divine his breaſt to fill, 


Thus ſpake TELEMACHus: * While here we tay, 


6 


* 


* 


Deign, MENTOR, what till further I would ſay : 


IpomeNnEvs, in CRETE, by faults his own, 


' Loſt his paternal kingdom, ſtate, and throne, 360 


And but for us had felt a ſecond blow 


Here in his ſecond kingdom's overthrow.” 


3 N Thus 
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Thus he ; and thus the hidden Power again, 


U 


Repreſſing with rebuke the unſeemly ſtrain: 
«Tis own'd he has his faults ; but ſearch with care 


All ArGos, and the thrones eſtabliſh'd there, 


* One monarch to find out, if one you can, 


From grievous faults exempt ; for ſuch is man. 
Impoſſible, ſince only he bears rule 

Moſt like a ſovereign train'd in virtue's ſchool, 
Who weeping o'er miſdeeds already done, 

In future thoſe miſdeeds reſolves to ſhun. 

His utmoſt merit this ; his only praiſe ; 


Not higher than this pitch his fame to raiſe. 


Bur ITyacvs perhaps, of mighty name, 


And honour'd as he ſtands for matchleſs fame, 


While I am ſpeaking now may fill your mind :— 


And entertain you hopes, I aſk, to find 


Even Ir HAcus himſelf, however great, | 
Free from the frailty common to man's ſtate? 
Fair actions has his proweſs done *tis true, 
And ſtill, wherever he now 'bides, ſhall do: | 
But of yourſelf enquire, what now had &in, 
Without the immortal Maid, the mortal king. 
To her bleſt influence then aſcribe, dear ſon, 


Whatever the great chicf ſo oft has done ; 


BOOK XII, 


BOOK XII. TELEMACHUE:S. 


And never ſeek in man for more than man, 

s Or 120re than he can do on nature's plan; 

* Youth, to preſuming inſolence allied, 

© Dares cenſure the beſt men with ſtrains of pride ; 300 
Men on whoſe virtues they ſhould look with e awe, 
Rather than in their lives trace ev'ry flaw. 

For when ſuch cenſure raſhly they beſtow, 

No model have mankind by which to go. 

Not ITHAcus alone, as brave, as juſt | 
And wiſe as ever yet was child of duſt, 

* Sincerely ſhould you love, reſpect, obey, 

And by ſuch model learn like him to ſway ; 

But IdoMEN too prize, as one whoſe mind 

© Is great among the greateſt of mankind. | 400 
« Faults with the reſt of monarchs has he done; 
But who like him has mourn'd them ?—Surcly none, 

* To ſpeak of what has paſs'd even here but now ;— 

The bluſhes I beheld ſuffuſe his brow, 

When ] reprov'd thoſe faults, with that blank ſhame, 


* And colour of his cheeks that went and came, 

I could not ſtand to view, but Pity? s ſway 

* Melted my ſoul, and tears would have their way. | 

Then pity ſuch a king, and love him too. | 

* And, truſt me, *tis my wiſh to profit you, 410 0 
3N 2 Not — 
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Not trumpet forth his praiſe, that now, dear ſon, 
Thoſe counſels you have heard empioy my tongue. 


Bor time it is to part: Adieu, I bum 


With ardour for the time of your return. 

My friendſhip call to mind. Adieu, and know 
That who revere the gods dread nought below. 

Then fear not when, by perils circled round, 


On thy broad buckler the whole war ſhall found, 


And from a thouſand bows, ADRaAsSTUs rain 
Vollies of darts that ſhall be wing'd in vain : | "a0 - 
Deſcending from above, the warrior MAID 
Shall animate thy breaſt with holy aid, 


Impetuous through the ranks thy chariot guide, 


Blunt the keen faulchion, and turn death aſide.“ 


Sys ended; and his breaſt expanding glow'd 


With ardour like a god's, by heaven beſtow'd : 


From either eye-ball flaſh'd the living flame, 


And courage more than man's enlarg'd his frame: 


5 


* 


* 


- 


When thus went on the goddeſs, leſt his eye 
Should in the ſeer the deity deſcry : 430 


Your leave no more delay, nor ceaſe, dear ſon, 
To recolle&t whate'er my love has done; 
My counſels, and my cares. Adieu, and nought 


Unworthy your great name, in deed or thought, 


* Unworthy 
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* Unworthy thoſe fond admonitions too, 


* Urg'd by myſelf fo oft, deſcend to do.“ 


THEN parted they at once: the rolling ſun 
Through the wide arch his morning's courſe had run. 
Covering the trodden ground, and o'er the field 
Helmet to helmet gleams, and ſhield to ſhield : 440 
Thick groves of lances wave aloft in air, 
And clouds of duſt to heaven their fleeces bear: 
While from the city, ſlowly moving on, 
Progreſſive by degrees, at length the throng 
Scarce viſible, ſo diſtant are they now, 
Look like ſome miſt that tops the mountain's brow, 
Ere from TI Hioxus' lap the ſacred light 
Upriſing has compleatly chas'd the night. 


Tur monarch with his friend returning then, 
And in their rear a gathering crowd of men 450 
Preſs forward to the dome with haſty walk, 
On matters of great moment there to talk : 
Arriving, and to ſhun the obſtreperous din 
Retire to a receſs the ſage and king, 
Who to ſhort banquet fall, which giving o'er, 
To Idomen the word thus MENTOR bore :. 


6 GREAT 
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Fl | 1 GREAT monarch, to my ſtrain a liſt'ning ear 
Wl Once more vouchſafe for 'tis at leaſt ſincere: 
The Immortals, as I truſt, by me this day 
* Some miracle would work to bleſs your ſway ; 460 - 
Then think not I preſume above my ſtate, 
Thus venturing to adviſe a king ſo great; 
For *tis the gods who in their wiſdom frame 
What I am now to ſpeak and ſave your fame. 
Hear then ;—but firſt declare what man you meant 
Ere from SaLENTUM's walls the Aſſociates went, 
Whole melancholy fate *tis now to groan | 
By poverty oppreſs'd in lands unknown : 
« For fitting it muſt be, that ere we do 
© What may be done to build your ſtate anew, 470 
Strict juſtice at offence ſhould aim her ſword, 
The good man to his friends be ſafe reſtor'd, 
* And in his ſtead, the bad, by ſuffering know 


« Heav'n's wrath on his miſdoings ſure though flow.“ 


To this replied the king: — With joy, my friend, 
Though later than heaven's light the tale muſt end, - 
* This tongue of mine ſhall tell from firſt to laſt 
_ The errors of my life ; ſome now long paſt, | 
« With ſome of later date; but which my hand, 
Since hither I firſt came from CRETE, has plann'd.“ 480 
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He ſaid; nor for remembrance pauſing long, 
But gen'rous in confeſſion thus went on : 


[3 


Or all the giddy rout and youthful train, 


When on the CRETAN throne I roſe to reign, 


PrRoOTESILAS, forth ſingled from the hoſt, 
Falſe though he prov'd, was one I valued mo, 


If in ſoft pleaſure's flowery lap I ſought 


State and its cares to loſe, or baniſh thought, 
His zeal would point the means with ready {kill, 


And gratify, if not foreſee my will. 


490 


Such was PrRoTESILAS, and now dear friend, 
Your ear to what muſt follow heedful lend. 
Another youth there was, my throne's ſupport, 


Call'd PaiLocLes, then mingling with my court, 


Him likewiſe I held dear ; for every wiſh 


He form'd was to promote his monarch's blits. 
The Immortals too he fear'd, and ſcorn'd to raiſe 
His fame in others' minds by hireling praiſe. 


But with ſuch precious gifts by heaven endow'd, 


Would, while all elſe my merits ſpoke aloud, 500 


Like a true friend, from time to time draw near, 
And with ſome fault obſerv'd poſſeſs my ear, 


Some wrong that, as he ſaid, my hand had done, 


But from my boſom, he ſubjoin'd, not ſprung. 


THIS 
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* Tris conduct for a ſeaſon pleas'd me well, 
And as till then ſo till I bade him tell, 
* With confidence, whate'er in future time 
His vigilance might mark that ſeem'd a crime; 
* And by each Pow'r that rules above I ſwore, 
That in my heart his precepts I would ſtore. 510 
But when the other ſaw him cheriſh'd there, 
And to t favourites my whole heart laid bare, 
* Full of an envious ſpirit, he began 
* To machinate againſt the virtuous man ; 
* And ſhall I add to this—ſoon found the way 
Of working on my mind from day to day, 
With alter'd thoughts of PfILOCLES to deem, 
* What time into my ear he pour'd this theme— 
That ev'ry one in CRETE, excepting me, 


« Could, as he was, this envious cenſor lee, © 520 
1 Who for himſelf no grace or favour ſought, 
All Though with ambition his whole ſoul was fraught; 
Since he deſir'd that all he ſought to blind, 
Might wonder at his modeſty of mind. — 
« With this, the traitor urg'd, that he, whoſe tongue 
Oft with reproof my heart in private ſtung, 
Would, in another place, and hat aloud, 
« Publiſh my life's tranſactions to the crowd, 
« Whoſe idol by ſuch treach'rous arts he grew, 
« As if they durſt but ſpeak, too many knew, 530 


: « Fearing 


4 


. 
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Fearing that at a time for treaſon meet, 


His king he would dethrone and ſeize on CRET E. 


* THAT PHILOCLES could form a thought ſo baſe, 


And be the verieſt wretch of human race, 

I could not think at firſt, In worth unfeign' d, 
A candour there exiſts, not yet attain'd 

By ſwarthy fronted guilt, whoſe aſpe& claims 
Exemption from foul ſlander's murderous aims. 
That candour then in PniLoctezs, methought 
I could diſcern, though tax'd with treaſon's fault. 
Yet ſuch was the effect produc'd ere long, 
That in the ſequel, when he ſpoke of wrong 
Committed by my hand, the faithful ſtrain 
With pleaſure heard before, then gave me pain. 


Tus ſeen, and of his former plan in lieu, 
A ſecond would PrRoTESILAS purſue ; 
Evincing that this PyrLocLEs, in nought 


Was leſs than he had ſaid, and thus he wrought. 


It happen'd that my fleet equipp'd then lay 
Ready: for Rnoves to cut its liquid way; 
That the CARPATHIAN ſhips, a pirate band, 
Infeſting the whole ocean near that land, 
He might diſperſe, and ſhield the CRETAN trade, 
Daily the prize of theſe freebooters made. 

30 


540 


550 
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This fleet, in ſuch an enterprize to lead, 
And after ſuch great coſt be ſure to ſpeed, 
« PROTESILAS remark'd, he knew of none 
As Pnir.ocLEs ſo fit, and thus begun: 


„ *Tis not,” he ſaid, „ quite likely that my view 


«© Is adulation only, and to you: ; $60 
[ll „ Great then muſt be his ſkill, if I, a foe, 
1 «© Subſcribe to his deſert, ' and praiſe him ſo. 


« Yes, his great parts and fortitude I own, 

„ Both excellent alike, have long been known, 

« And, patriot like, I wiſh, as heaven can tell, 
To benefit the ſtate and ſerve you well, 

„% By naming to this poſt a chief I hate, 

% Not for myſelf, but as I love the ſtate.” 


©: TRANSPORTED I gave car, rejoic'd to find 
© One ſubje&t in my realm, whoſe tow'ring mind $70 
From every ſordid paſſion thus ſtood free; 
And charming me the more my favourite He: 
Vet would to heaven, that, ſtruck with wholeſome fear, 
« PROTESILAS had ſtaid his treaſon here |— 
The leader's tragic death, as foon I found, 
Though Heaven preſery'd the virtuous man from wound, 
He purpos'd to atchieve, when far away 


No means the Chief ſhould find his arm to ſtay, 
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* AND now for voyage ready lay my fleet; 
But, ere the unhappy PnILocILESs left CRETE, 
Too prudent not to know, and (might hat be) 
Ward off the ills he could not but foreſee, 
Suppreſſing ſcarce a tear, the virtuous man 
Craving my ear in private, thus began: 
Forget not, I conjure you, royal fir, 

But ever let the idea moſt occur, 


When I am moſt accus'd, that now no more, 


Leaving, as I muſt do, the CRETAN ſhore, 


Shall I have power in my defence to ſpeak, 
While the like means my foe need never ſeek.” 
No more,” was my reply, for he you mean 
Speaks not, as you of him, with jealous ſpleen. 
Far from ſuch a&—he loves, he ſeeks to pay 
Your merit its due meed, nay points the way— 
How, in men's eyes, more brightly it may ſhine : 
If then you would be juſt, ſuch fears relign, 
And make it your whole care, in fight ſtill great, 
The enemy to cruſh, and ſerve my ſtate.” 


1 ended, the ſhort converſe here expir'd, 


And PriLocLEs, reluctantly retir'd. 


C 


* He left me, but much puzzled I muſt ſay, 


Not knowing how to act from day to day; 


. — — 
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et, in my ſtate embarraſs'd, well I ſaw 

That to be ſafe from harm, and rule with law, 

Of counſellors approv'd not one alone, 

But more I ſhould call in to guard my throne. 

* Then too reflecting on paſt times, though vain 

i Such retroſpection prov'd to change my reign, 

1 could not but diſcern that he, whoſe ſtay 

* Thus I abridg'd, by ſending him away, 610 
Had with his counſel often kept my hand 

From what would have incens'd the groaning land. 

This to my heart was known; but I ſuppreſs'd 

Thoughts that but ſerv'd to break my ſlothful reſt, 

Deſiring but a life of ſhameful eaſe; 

What wonder if he only then could pleaſe. 

Who ſooth'd me in my cares with ſpecious zeal, 

Not labour'd to promote the public weal. 

« PRoTESILAS did this: of courſe to him 

* (Ruling as fancy dictated, or whim) 620 
C23 yielded up my pow'r, and hail'd the day 

c When with his fleet the other fail'd away. 


* MEANWHILE the valour of this laſt ſoon gain'd 
Advantage, and the pirate band reſtrain'd ; 


* Who, hiding from his force, were glad to flee 
Safe ſhelter'd in their ports, and leave the ſea. 


65 This 
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* This conqueſt being made, the virtuous man 
* For his return with ready fail began, 


* 


That on the ſpot his preſence might defeat 
What for his wreck was then eſſay'd in CR ETB. 
* So meant the chief to do, who had not yet 


A 


Been abſent the whole time his foe thought fit 


The complot to digeſt againſt him laid, 


Which to complete, was his return ſtill ſtay'd. 


Fo to protract the time, and more obtain, 
„ Begird,” « ſaid he, © with ſiege CarPaTHIA's plain, 


And profit by the fight your fleet has gain'd.“ 


I yielded, and at once the attack ordain'd. 

The chieftain, though his heart ſuch ſtep condemn'd, 
Fill'd with a loyal zeal, the deep re-ſtemm'd, 
And by himſelf performing all he could, 


LO 


* 


* 


His landing on the iſle at length made good; 
While, left behind in CRE TE, his buſy foc, 
That he might ſtrike at once the murderous blow, 


- 


Reſorted to a wretch of wicked fame, 


Then ſerving me, TiMocraTEs his name; 


Who, by his prompter in this buſineſs taught, 


Strange tidings to my ear in private brought, 


And in theſe terms, audaciouſly addreſt, 
Urg'd the dark purpoſe of his plotting breaſt: 
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«© Your armament,” * he cried,* in brief to tell 
How through ambition ſubjects can rebel, 

That chief ſent lately forth, intends to uſe, 

That he may further his own treaſonous views ; 
For when your troops have gain'd CARrATRHIA“s iſle, 
Its royalty he means ſhall pay his toil. 

% The leaders of each ſhip already, ſir, 


In his aſpiring ſchemes I find concur ; 


The ſoldiers he commands now ready ſtand 


To combat in his cauſe with deſperate hand, 660 
„ Brib'd by that licence which, for baſeſt ends, 

« He ſuffers in the fleet to gain him friends : 

„While of his malverſations likewiſe here, 

This letter, ſent to one your perſon near, 

Contains the horrid ſum. Peruſe, dread king, 


«© Unalter'd if you can the ſcroll I bring.” 


I read it, and ſo well theſe two had plann'd 

Their complot, could not think but that the hand 

Had by the chief been writ. I read it through, | 

With indignation ſtruck, and wonder too, 690 
Not once alone but oft, yet ſtill my mind 

Could not methought at length good reaſon find, 

When at our parting I recall'd the whole, 
* To credit ſuch a foul injurious ſcroll, 


K - 


Or 
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Or fancy that it ſpoke the Chieftain's mind; 
© Theſe doubts the murderer ſaw, and thus rejoin'd :? 


ONE paſſage I remark, thrice gracious ſir, 
To which, if with my thoughts yourſelf refer, 
All doubt is done away. He bids his friend, 


ce 


cc 


Safe to PRoTESILAs his mind unbend. 680 
Hence what can we conclude ? What elſe than deem 
PROTESILAS has join'd the traitor's ſcheme ? 


«© For now, fir, that paſt actions I recall, 


ec 


cc 


cc 


This ſingly ſeems to ſtrike me more than all: 

«© That when the foe grew pow'rful firſt at ſea, 

** Advancing his great parts by way of plea, 
PROTESILAS, you know, advis'd it meet 

«© That PnuiLoCLEs, as chief, ſhould lead your fleet. 
„Nor yet is this the whole; for now *tis known 
„ That PnirLocLEes and he are friendly grown. 


This circumſtance evinces paſt all doubt, 


<c 


cc 


Both were made friends ere PniLocLEs ſet out. 
„ am not to be taught, that ſpeaking thus, 
 «« Matters of higheſt import I diſcus, 
Matters that ſuit indeed but ill my ſtate, 
« Inferior as I am, and they ſo great, 
„ Whoſe vengeance I ſhall feel, if ſtill, in ſole” 


Of every thing my means have brought to light, 


« Your 


472 TEULEMAKMKCHUS BOOK XII, 


*© Your confidence you grant them, and with hand 

*« Oppreſlive as till now, they vex the land. _ 700 
<< But of all danger hence the unworthy fear, 
« Tf but my ſovereign truth's plain language hear, 

„And by my humble aid avoid the ſnare 

„That for his throne and ſtate theſe two prepare.“ 


* Tyvs ſpoke TIMOCRATES ; and this laſt part 
* Evincing, as I thought, an upright heart, 
* PRoTESILAS' chang'd conduct late put on, 
Made on my own impreſſion deep and ſtrong. 
C Of PniLocLEs no more I doubted now; 
« Doubted | did I fay that? I Wonder'd how _ 71⁰ 
His league with his late foe, now {worn ally, | 


And treaſons could ſo long have ſcap'd my eye. 


Then, ever in extremes, I fear'd them both, 
While to go further (as he told me) loth, 


Yet acting for my good, the treacherous ſlave 


a 


This added, this infernal counſel gave!” 


% Ir till CareaTHIa's conqueſt, royal fir, 
„% On PniLocLEs your vengeance you defer, 
Hope not the future ſeaſon that now ſhines 
« To counteract the traitor's dark deſigns : 720 - 
«+ The preſent therefore ſeize, and make him feel 
Four juſtice while you can, nor blame my zeal.” 


Thus 
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Thus, MENTOR, did the wretch, grown old in ill, 
* Eſſay with bloody thoughts my mind to fill. 

* Abhorrent I look'd down on all mankind, 

In whom, indeed, I faw the generous mind 

To outward view aſſum'd; but guilt and fin, 
Join'd with ingratitude, that lurk'd within. 


Tus I, while noting my embarraſs'd ſtate, 
The traitor, who ſtood by ſuch time to wait, 
« Adjur'd me to be wiſe; and now, while time 
Still ſerv'd me to reſent one traitor's crime, 
« Seize on the dreadful yet ſtill only way 
From ruin, by his death to guard my ſway. 


£ DELIGHTED I gave ear, and thought to do 
A maſter piece of art, nay juſtice too, 

« By cutting off my foe; for ſuch I thought 
One, that fave love for me, poſſeſs'd no fault. 
„ TINMOCRATESͤ ſet out that moment then, 

« To murder in his camp the beſt of men. 
„The dire aſſaſſin ſought CaRPATHTA“'s ſhore, 
And for his bloody purpoſe wafted o'er, 
Found PriLocLes reduc'd his ſiege to lay, 

« Embarraſs'd in the action ev'ry way; 


For, that his fate more ſurely he might find, 


Omitting no one art of wicked kind, 
1 * PROTESILAS 
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* PROTESILAS had various means withheld, 
That in the ſiege, with ſhame and loſs repell'd, 
His faith I might ſuſpe&t, not want of ſtrength, 
* And he himſelf triumphant prove at length. 9 
Thus, dauntleſs againſt numbers was he found, 
Whoſe force, however ſmall, yet kept its ground. 
| So to ſupport their chief, or rather fire, | 
| Exerted his whole army all their fire. 


'x * TIMOCRATES had cauſe the worſt to fear 

[ That poſſibly could chance, thus drawing near 

| « To maſlacre a chief cloſe guarded round 

Buy ſoldiers, in whoſe hearts ſuch place he found: 

But what can we expect, will men, made blind 

By money's pow'rful love, too arduous find? | 760 
* To thoſe, who guarded then the leader's tent, 

* Two captains, like himſelf on treach'ry bent, 

| The wretch made ample promiſe of reward, 

In his high crime to join againſt their lord. 

His promiſe having charms, the villain then, 

Conſorted with theſe two perfidious men, 

TO PniLocLEs ſent notice, that he came 

By IvoMEN empower'd to uſe his name, 

And matters of much conſequence make known, FO 

In preſence of thoſe men, and them alone. 70 


Tus 
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* Taxis PniLoOCLEs ſcarce heard, but no leſs brave 
Than unſuſpecting ill, the ſign he gave, 

And inſtantly the train their leader left, 

Thus of all ſuccour and ſupport bereft, 

When the chief traitor firſt his poniard drew, 

And like a ſavage on the leader flew ; 

But taking its dire aim, the villain's ſteel, 
Unfaithful to his wiſh and murderous zeal, 


Glanc'd downward, turn'd aſide, nor could his hand 


At the firſt onſet do what it had plann'd. 790 
The chief, at ſuch an act, ſurpris'd indeed, | 


But not without due forethought in his need, 


The unguarded villain ſeiz'd with ready hand, 

Ere yet to cloſe him in could ruſh the band : 

Thus ſhunn'd he their firſt rage, and giving then 
The cry of one attack'd, alarm'd thoſe men 
Late iſſuing, and who now come back with ſpeed, 
Their leader from his three foul murderer's freed. 
Thus, MENTOR, to the ground unproſpering fell 
Their enterprize abhorr'd, begot in hell, 7900 
And worthy of its pains; while ruſhing in, 
A multitude at once, with echoing din, 


Piece-meal the three aſſaſſins would have torne, 


And through the camp their bleeding fragments borne, 
But that the chieftain bade their wrath ſübnide, 
And taking then apart the trembling guide, 
3. F-a2— —Enquir'd 
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« Enquir'd what man he was, and what his view, 
Thus riſquing his own life this deed to do? 
10 whom, all over ſhaking with the dread 


* 


* 


Of ſuffering a ſlow death, to torture led, . 800 
© 'TiMOCRATES replied, revealing all, | 


* And wherefore he had ſought the leader's fall. 


* STRUCK dumb with what he heard, and ſhock'd to find 
Such guilt and malice too in human kind, 
With goodneſs undeſerv'd the leader ſpar'd 
His murderers, and the cauſe to all declar'd; 
Affording them to CRRETE a ſafe return, 
And making thus their weal his ſole concern. 
With many a farewell tear, exhorting then 
My ſoldiers to remain {till loyal men, 810 
For Samos he ſet ſail, contented there 
The preſſure of ſore poverty to bear, 
And ply the ſtatuary” s art for bread, 
* Thus ne by hard labour to be fed.” 


He faid ; 3 nor would "PRs ceas'd ; but breaking here 
'The thread of his diſcourſe, thus ſpake the ſeer : 
« ”Tis well; and was it long ere truth,” he cried, 


* Laid open what theſe men had thought to hide?“ 


No, no,' return'd the king; * thoſe crimes, my friend, 
«* Thoſe practices, a ſcroll by furies penn'd, 


820 
* Wrought 
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* Wrought by the traitors, I ſoon came to kno w ; 
For diſcord in their hearts would often grow. 


To which, again the ſage: Once more 'tis well: 
* But having thus found out their arts of hell, 
* *Tis certainly paſs'd doubt you ſtudied then 
To rid yourſelf at once of two ſuch men.“ 
Thus MENTOR, but No, no,” again in turn 
IpomENEvs replied, for though ſhame burn 
* My cheek while I relate, yet truth alone 
© Taught as at length I am, will I make known. 
* Still ſhare they my regard; for thus, I ſaid, 
* Communing with myſelf when day was fled, 
And in night's ſhade, for then no obje& nigh 
Could interrupt my thoughts, or catch my eye, 


„Why give myſelf, alas! one moment's thought 

«© To diſpoſſeſs theſe men that thus have wrought ? 
« Lo others as corrupt, if them I chace, 

„Will certainly fill up their vacant place.“ 

* Impreſs'd by ſuch a thought, they held it then, 


And govern'd my whole realm in nought like men, 


Till ArRGos, in ATRIDEs? cauſe combin'd, 


Her chiefs of mighty name together join'd, 


The PuRYGIAN ſhore to ſeek, and puniſh there 


PARIS, lewd raviſher of SPARTA's Fair. 
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* To PuRYGIA's ſhore I fail'd, and left behind 

ProTESILAS with power in nought confin'd. 

Severely felt the realm his iron reign, 

And to be free pray'd, ſigh'd, and groan'd in vain; 

For none durſt let his ſovereign know the while 

How grievouſly he rul'd the harraſs'd iſle ; 

Sure the revenge to feel of one, whoſe wrong 

Myſelf, unlike a king, had borne too long. 

Hence every woe I felt firſt ſprung, my friend, 

Much more than from my ſon's unhappy end. 

Not openly, 'tis true, burſt forth the flame, 

Till from the PRRVYGIAN ruins back I came, 

Deluded as I was to kill my ſon, 

And on my fate at once in madneſs run ; 

But in each heart *twas kindled long ere then, 

And when in CRETE I landed, all thoſe men 

Who wiſh'd (as it might ſeem) my name to raze, 

Had firſt of all eſſay'd leſs dreadful ways: 

They needed this laſt act to wake their rage, 
When nothing but my fall the ſtorm would ſwage. 


© TINMOC RATES to TRoy my ſteps purſu'd, 


And during the long fiege his arts renew'd, 


Acquainting, as he could, from time to time, 


His friend with what was done in PERVYOIA's clime. 
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Thus captive was I held, while all around 


Dreadful in fight my name the Trojans found, 870 
In fine, when back reſtor'd to CRETE again, 


a 


A wretched end was put to my domain, 


More forward than the firſt, this guilty pair, 
I ſhould have ſurely found to quit me there, 


But that they ſaw, the CRET ANS one and all 


E 


Determin'd in my fate to work their fall.” 


Bur why, began the hidden Power once more, 


* 


Why, having ſeen their guilt thus o'er and o'er, 


| Guilt, not your realm alone, but man's diſgrace, | 
Why in your court {till hold they both their place? 880 


* Your honour was concern'd to give them here 


N 


A ſhelter, I muſt own, exempt from fear ; 
For with ſuch gentleneſs I grant *twas meet, 


Your rule to re-commence when thruſt from CRETE; 


But wherefore, as ere that, allow them till 
To lord it o'er the ſtate with wicked will? — 
Thus, merciful and juſt, the godlike man ; 
And more ingenuous ſtill, the king began: 


« You know not,* with a ſigh, he ſaid, how vain 
That knowledge which from time and thought men gain, 890 
« Muſt by a king like me be always found, 
Who leads a thoughtleſs life in pleaſure drown'd. 


On 
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On every thing he "RP with deep diſguſt, 

Yet dares not from his fight offenders thruſt. 
Extended as "had been the length of time 

Since I firſt paſs'd in CRETE my early prime, 
Whoſe every circling year, whoſe every hour, 

Saw me indignly bear their tyrant power, 

Chains it had forg'd of more than triple ſteel, 

To make me the worſt kind of bondage feel. 
Thus went things there; and here ſince firſt. I came, 
O MENToR, their fell arts ſtill ſhown the ſame, 
Plung'd me into this war, which had not 90 
Been preſent, this bleſs'd day's great work to do, 
Would on my head have pull'd deſtruction down, 
And of my life made wreck, as well as crown: 
But by ſuch admonitions taught at length, 

From error's walk enlarg'd, and fill'd with ſtrength, 
To vindicate my name, tis now I ſee | 

Things truly as they are, and henceforth free, . 
My flatterers' final deſtiny decree.“ PR 
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